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In  the  Prefs^  andfpeedily  nviU  befuhlijbedg 

A  New,  Enlarged,  and  veiy  beautiful  Edition,  handfomdv 
printed  in  Four  neat  Pocket  Volumes,  adorned  with  upwaros 
of  Four  Hundred  correft  Figures,  and  elegant  Frontifpiectt, 
from  original  Drawings,  Price  los.  neatly  bound. 

THE 

BEAUTIES  OF  THE  CREATIONj 

Or,  a  New  Mok.al  System  of 

NATURAL    HIS'tORr, 

Delineating  the  mofl  curious  and  beautiful  Quadrupeds,  Bifdl, 
Infects,  Trees,  and  Flowers ;  with  defcriptive  Re^edions  an 
their  Virtues  and  lingular  Properties,  ferving  to  infpire 
Youth  of  both  Sexes  with  Humanity  towaros  the  Brute 
Creation,  and  bring  them  early  acquainted  with  the  wonder- 
ful Works  of  the  Divine  Creator. 

Printed  for  G.Riley,  Bookfeller,  No.  33,  Ludgate  Sti*eet; 
and  fold  by  S.  Hazard,  Bookfeller,  Balh. 

In  Six  Neat  Portable  Fvlumes^ 
(Handfomely  printed  on  a  fine  Paper,) 
Adofned  with  upwards  of  Three  Himdred  Embellifhments,  con- 
fi{lijn^>)fj'i^ires  to  illuftrate  Fabulous  Hiflory,  corre6t  Me- 
daltiA^*  Li^ei^cfTTes,  .and  DrelTes  of  Different  Nations ;  Price 
only  i2s!neiltly  $pli99;i^»2§.  6d.  feparate. 

«  A/NdHstf  »^xilai*g^''ind  Elegant  Edition,  of 

RmjB.^V^'tdK-ICAL  POCKET  LIBRARY; 

•  .•/••    •..••**.•;      CONSISTING   OF 

1.  Heathen* i^V:!;H0EoGY  t^         -  tt 

2.  Ancient  History, 

3.  History  of  Greece, 

The  Whole  forming  a  correA  and  comprehenfive  Syftem  of 
Hiiloricai  Information,  for  the  Amufcment  and  Inilru^ion  of 
the  Young  Nobility  of  both  Sexes,  upon  a  Plan  entirely  new. 
Particularly  adapted  for  the  Ufe  of  Boarding-Schools,  and  the 
Perufal  of  thofe  who  wifli  to  acquire  a  Knowledge  of  the  above 
important  and  interefting  Subje6ts, 


Roman  History 

5.  History  of  England. 

6.  Geography. 


G,  Riley  begs  Leave  to  refer  thofe  Gentlemen  'who  take  in  the 
Mojithly  or  Critical  Revirws,  ami  the  Gentleman^!  and  General  Mm^ 
gaziiiesyfcr  a  Charader  if  the  above  Publications. 
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SURREY. 

HIS  county  is  independent  of  abfblute 
^^  controul;  and,  although  it  is  at  preient 
reprcfentcd  by  the  brothers  of  peers,  it  is  not 
under  the  immediate  influence  of  either.  In  the 
year  177^,  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey,  bart.  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Scawen,  one  of  their  reprefentatives, 
became  a  candidate,  in  the  intereft  of  the  yeomenry. 
He  was  oppofed  by  the  late  Sir  Francis  Vincent, 
who  had  the  fupport  of  the  ariftocracy,  and 
by  the  Hon.  William  Norton,  now  Lord  Grantley, 
who  had  the  countenance  of  the  adminiftratidn 
of  that  day ;  but,  notwithftanding  thefe  powerful 
Vol.  III.  B  exertions 
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2  S  U  R  R  E  y« 

exertions^  which  were  ufed  againft  him,  he  was 
finally  vi(3:orious.  The  next  iftftance  that  the 
freeholders  gave  of  their  independence  was^  in 
the  conteft  between  Admiral  Keppel  and  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Onflow,  when  the  former  gentleman  was 
returned  by  a  majority  of  fix  hundred.  Upon 
the  admiral's  being  called  up  to  the  houfe  of 
lords.  Lord  Althorp,  now  Earl  Spencer,  was  chefen 
in  his  Head.  The  death  of  this  nobleman's 
father  occafioned  another  vacancy  for  this 
county,  when  Sir  Robert  Clayton  was  eleded. 
This  gentleman  however  gave  fo  much  umbrage 
to  the  people,  and  became  fo  unpopular,  from 
the  fupport  which  he  gave  the  Coalition,  that  in 
the  year  17;^  the  Hoiti.  William  Norton  was  the 
objed  of  their  choice,  and  Sir  Robert  was  thrown 
out;  At  the  laft  eledion  there  was  a  crofs  poll ; 
the  thret  candidates  oppofed  each  other;  when 
Lord  William  Ruflell  and  Captain  Finch  were 
/  cleded  by  a  confiderable  majority. 

*    .  Ancient  State. 

The  county  of  Surrey  was  thus  called  from 
its  Saxon  name  Suthrea  ;  a  name  that  owed  ks 
origin  to  the  Saxon  word  Sufb,  which  fignifics 

ibutb^ 
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fouth^  and  IUa,2L  river,  which  it  received  from  its 
^ng  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Thames. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  Kent ;  on  the  fouth, 
by  Suflcx  I  on  the  weft,  by  Berkfliire  and  Hamp^ 
(hire;  and  on  the  north,  byMiddlefex:  extend- 
ing thirty-^ght  miles  in  length,  from  eaft  t<>  wefl^ . 
twenty-three  miles  from  north  to  fbuth,  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  circumference. 

This  county  is  part  of  the  territory  inhabited 
by  the  Regni,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans.  Many 
confiderable  antiquities  have  been  found  here, 
particularly  the  famous  Military  Way,  called 
Stone-ftreet,  which  is  ftill  vifible  in  many  places^ 
Here  have  alfo  been  found  Roman  tiles,  medalp, 
coins,  and  urns,  and  the  remains  of  Roman  campj 
and  towns. 

Under  ijic  Saxon  heptarchy  this  county  be- 
longed firft  to  the  kingdom  of  the  South  Saxons ; 
but  it  was  u  length  conquered,  and  became  united 
to  the  kingdom  of  the  Weft  Saxons. 

Surrey  is  divided  into,  thirteen  hundreds.    It 

lies  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and  diocefe 

of  Winchefter,  and  has  one  hundred  and  forty 

B  ?  parifhes  i 
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parifties,  in  which  are  thirteen  market -towns  j 
viz.  Chertfey,  Croydon,  Dorking,  Epfom,  Ewef, 
Farnham,  Godalming,  Guildford,  Haflemere, 
Kingfton,  Ryegate,  Southwark,  and  Woking,  bc- 
fides  two  ancient  boroughs,  which  have  no  marketer, 
viz.  Bletchingly,  and  Gatton.  It  fends  fourteen 
members  to  parliament,  viz.  two  knights  of  the 
fhire  for  the  county,  and  two  members  for  each 
of  the  following  boroughs, — Southwark,  Guilford, 
Ryegate,  Haflemere,  Bletchingly,  and  Gatton. 


SOUTHWARK. 


Political  Character. 


THIS  borough  is  not  under  influence  in  any 
degree,  or  of  any  kind,  owing  to  its  great  popu- 
lation and  opulence,,  and.  the  tight  of  etedion  be- 
ing veiled  in  the  inhabitants,  houfekecpers,  pay- 
l  ing  fcot  and  lot.  —  It  confifts  of  five  pariihes,i 
'  St.  John's,  St.  Olave's,  St.  Thomas's,  St.  George's, 
and  St.  Saviour's.  Chrift-church  parifli  formed  a 
part  ofthi&borough  by  the  charter  of  Edward  VL 
but  owing  to  difufe  it  has  loft  the  privilege  of 
voting,  as  well  as  great  part  of  the  parifli  of  St. 

Saviour, 
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SOUTHWARK.  5 

Saviour,  which  is  called  the  Clink  Liberty.  The 
parifh  of  Chrift-church  is  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
Blackfriars-bridgc,  and  was  formerly  part  of  the 
parifti  of  St.  Saviour,  but  has  been  feparated  by 
a<ft  of  parliament.  This  parifh,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Clink  Liberty,  has  undoubtedly  a  right  to 
fiifFrages,  in  common  with  the  other  parifhes  of 
the  borough ;  and  it  is  in  agitation  to  petition 

'  parliament,  at  a  future  election,  for  a  re-efla- 
blifhment  of  thofe  rights  which  have  been  lofl 
for  want  of  ufage.  Southwark  is  one  of  the 
twenty-fix  wards  of  the  city  of  London,  and  is 
called,  in  the  city  records,  the  ward  of  Bridge 
Without,  though  it  has  not,  in  common  with  the 

^  other  wards  of  the  city,  the  eleAion  either  of  an 
alderman  or  common-council ;  the  former  being 
chofen  by  the  court  of  aldermen,  from  amongfl 
fuch  of  that  body  as  have  ferved  the  office  of 
lord-mayor;  and' the  choice  ufually  falls  upon  the 
fenior. 

*  The  inhabitants  have  lately  petitioned  the  cor- 
poration of  London,  for  the  fame  liberty  which 
is  exercifed  by  all  the  other  wards,  of  eleding 
their  own  aldermen  and  common-council ;  and  as 
the  city  of  London  have  lately  obtained  a  decifion, 

B3  in 
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in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas^  which  confirms  ta 
them'  the  privilege  of  aa  exclufive  jurifdidion 
over  this  borough,  it  is  prefumed  chat  this  ancient 
right  will  be  extended  to  them  i  a  right  which 
has  its  foundation  in  juftice,  and  which  ought  to 
be  a  leading  feature  in  every  conftitution  which 
has  for  its  objedt  the  liberty,  fecurity,  and  pro- 
Iperity  of  the  communiity  ^t  large. 

Ancient  State. 

Southwark,  which,  though  generally  confidered 
as  a  part  of  LondoOi  we  have  refer ved  for  this 
county,  is  Jfo  extenfivc  and  populous,  th^t  few 
cities  or  market-towns  of  England  exceed  it; 
cither  in  the  number  of  its  houfes  or  inhabitants  i 
it  extending,  like  London,  along  the  banks  of 
the  Thames,  joining  feveral  villages  which  were 
formerly  at  a  confiderable  diftance,  particularly 
Horfleydown  and  Rothe^hithe  on  the  eaft,  and 
iambeth  on  the  weft.  From  north  to  fouth  it 
extends,  in  the  broadeft  part,  from  London  bridge 
to  NewingtoTi  Butts ;  but  what  is  more  properly 
termed  Southwark,  is  included  in  the  parifl^es 
of  St.  John,  St.  Olave,  St.  Saviour,  St.  Thomas, 
•  *St.  George,  and  Chrift-churchj^  all  oif  vhich  arc* 
very  extenfive. 

St. 
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SOCTHWARK*  7 

St.  01avc*»,  Southwark,  which  is  of  confid^r- 
able  antiquity^  is  mentioned  fo  early  as  the  year 
1 281  ;  but  part  of  the  old  church  falling  down  in 
1736^  the  parifhioners  applied  to  parliament  for 
ppwer  to  rebuild  it^  and  the  prefent  ftru&ure  was 
ere<Sed  in  1 739.  It  is  a  redory  in  the  gift  .of  the 
crown,  and  the  incumbent's  profits  are  faid  to 
amount  to  above  400L  a  year. 

St.  Saviour's,  alio  called  St.  Mary  Overies,  i9 
a  very  ancient  church,  feated  to  the  ibuth^weft  of 
the  bridge  foot.  In  the  place  where  it  (lands  was 
a  priory  of  nuns,  founded  by  one  Mary,  a  virgin, 
the  owner  of  a  ferry  over  the  Thames,  before 
London-Abridge  was  built.  This  priory  was  fomc 
time  after  converted  into  a  college  of  prieils ;  buc 
in  the  year  no6  it  was  refounded  by  the  bifhop  of 
Winch^fter  and  two  Norman  knights,  for  canons 
regular ;  and  from  m  dedication  to  the  Viigin 
Mary,  and  its  fituation,  was  called  St.  Mary 
Overie,  that  is,  St.  Mary  over  the  river.  This 
edifice  being  deftroyed  by  fire,  about  the  year 
1267,  was  foon  after  rebuilt;  and  Peter  de  Ru- 
pibus,  bifliop  of  Winchefter,  added  to  it  a  fpacioua 
chapel,  which  he  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Mag-« 
dalen.    The  monaftery  and  conventual  church 

B  4  were 
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were  rebuilt  in  the  reigns  of  Richard  IL  and 
Henry  IV.  and,  at  the  general  fuppreflion,  were 
furrcndered  to  Henry  VIII.  upon  which  the 
parifhes  of  St;.  Mary  Magdalen  and  St.  Margaret 
purchafed  the  conventual  church  of  king  Henry, 
and  were  the  next  year  united  by  ad  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  the  church  being  then  repaired,  was 
called  by  the  new  name  of  St.  Saviour.  This 
church  is  a  redlory  in  the  gift  of  the  parilh ;  and 
the  profits  arifing  to  the  two  chaplains,  are  fai4 
to  amount  to  upwards  of30oL  per  annum. 

St.  Thomas's,  which  is  feated  on  the  north  fide 
of  St.  Thomas's  fl:reet,  was  eredled  for  the  ufe  of 
the  hofpital  of  the  fame  name ;  but  the  nilmber 
of  houfes  and  inhabitants  near  the  hofpital  greatly 
increafing,  this  church  was  rendered  parochial, 
and  a  chapel  ereded  in  the  hofpkal,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  patients.  This  church  is  neither  a  rec- 
tory nor  a  vicarage,  but  a  kind  of  impropriation, 
in  the  gift  of  the  hofpital. 

St.  George's  fl-ands  at  the  fouth-eafl:  corner 
of  St.  Margaret's  hill.  There  was  a  church  in 
this  place  before  the  yeai^  1 122,  which  was  taken 

down 
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dowit  in  1734,  and  the  prefcnt  ftrudure  wa$ 
finifhed  in  1 736.  This  church  is  a  redhory  in  the 
gift  of  the  crown,  worth  to  the  incumbent  about 
22oLayean 

Chrift-church,  which  is  fituated  by  the  weft 
fide  of  the  road,  near  the  foot  of  Black-friars 
bridge,  is  a  regular  and  well  conftrufted  brick 
building,  ereded  with  little  cxpence,  fince  the 
year  1737,  when  the  foundation  of  the  old  church 
gave  way.  This  church  is  a  redory,  the  patro<- 
nage  of  which  is  in  the  heirs  and  affijjns  of  John 
Marftial,  of  the  borough  of  Southwark,  gent, 
who  caufed  the  old  church  to  be  erected,  by 
leaving  in  the  year  1627  the  fum  of  700I.  for 
that  purpofe,  with  an  eftate  of  60I.  a  year  towards 
the  fupport  of  the  minifter :  and  the  inhabitants 
applying  to  parliament  in  1706,  it  was  made 
a  diftind  parilh,  independent  of  that  of  St. -Sa- 
viour's. 

To  thefe  churches  we  fliall  add  thofe  of  St, 
Mary  Magdalen  Bermondfey,  and  St.  Mary 
Rotherhithe,  which  are  joined  to  the  eaft  end 
of  this  extenlive  borough.  The  former  is  fitu- 
ated on  the  fouth-weft  comer  of  Bermondfey- 

ftreet, 
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ftrect,   vulgarly  caUcd  Barnabjr  -  ftreet,   and  is 
dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  the  fitter  of 
Lazajrus*      It   appears^    from  the  Conqueror'^ 
furvey,  that  a  church  of  the  fame  name  was 
fituated  on  the  fame  (pot,  in  the  time  of  the 
Saxons ;  but  the  prefent  ftrudure  was  ereded  in 
1 680.     The  advowfon  belongs  to  lay  patrons,  and 
the  profits  of  the  incumbent  are  faid  to  amount  to 
about  200L  per  annum.     St.  Mary  Rotherhithe  is 
feated  near  the  bank  of  the  Thames.     The  old 
church  had  ftood  about  two  hundred  years,  when 
being  in  a  ruinous  condition,  the  inhabitai^ts  ap-« 
plied  to  parliament  in  1736,  for  leave  to  pull  it 
down ;  and  the  prefent  ftrudhire  was  finiflied  in 
1739.  *This  qhurch  is  a  redtory  in  the  gift  of  a 
lay  patron,  and  the  profits  arifing  to  the  incum- 
bent are  faid  to  amount  to  above  150!.  a  year. 
St,  John  the  Evangelift  is  one  of  the  fifty  new 
churches   ordered  to  be  built  by  adt  of  par^ 
]iament,  and  was  finifhed  in    1732;    when  the 
diftrid  of  Horefleydown,  being  feparated  from 
St.  Olavc's,  was,  by  adl  of  parliament,  conilituted 
its  parifh.      The  fum  of  3500I.   was  likewife 
granted  by  parliament;^  to  be  laid  out  in  lauds^ 
tenements,  &c.   in  fee-fimple,  and  the  church- 
wardens to  pay  the  recjlqr  the  additional  fum  of 
60L  to  be  raifed  by  fees  arifmg  from  burials. 

Southward 
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Sduthwark  is  mentioned  in  hiftory  in  the  year 
1052,  when  we  are  told  that  Earl  Godwin  arrived 
there  with  a  powerful  fleet,  and  having  caft  an^ 
chor  till  t?he  return  of  the  tide,  paffed  London- 
bridge  without  oppofition,  in  order  to  engage  the 
royal  navy,  which  confifted  of  fifty  Ihips  of  war^ 
lying  oppofite  to  Weftminfter.  However,  afiairs 
being  accommodated  between  the  king  and  the 
earl,  the  latter  returned  without  coming  to  an 
ei^s^ment. 

The  borough  of  Southwark  was  governed  by 
its  own  bailiff  till  the  year  1327,  when  the  city 
of  London,  finding  great  inconvenience  from  the 
cfcapeof  the  malefa<aors  thitRer,  out  of  the  reach 
and  cognizance  of  thecity  magiftrates,  obuined 
a  grant,  by  which  the  mayor  of  London  was 
conftituted  bailiff  of  Southwark,  andimpowered 
to  govern  it  by  hi*  deputy.     However,  the  inha- 
bitants, fome  time  after,  recovered  their  former 
privileges,  which  they  enjoyed  till  King  Edward 
VL  granted  Southwark  to  the  city  of  London,  for 
the  fun^  of  647I.  2s.  id. ;  and  about  a  month, afi:er 
the  paffing  of  this  patent,  Southwark  was  lipiade 
one   of   the  city  wards,  named  Bridge  Ward 
Without,  in  confideration  of  the  city's  paying  to 

the 
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the  crown  an  additional  fum  of  5cx>  marks  i 
upon  which,  the  number  of  aldermen  was  in- 
creafed  from  twenty-five  to  twenty-fix,  a  new 
one  being  chofen  to  govern  that  borough.  Hence 
Southwark  has  ever  fince  been  cpnfidered  as  fub- 
jcd  to  the  lord-mayor,  who  has  under  him  a 
fteward  and  bailiff,  the  former  of  whom  regu- 
larly holds  a  court  of  record,  in  the  hall  on 
St.  Margaret's  hill,  for  all  debts,  damages,  and 
trefpafles  within  his  limits  ;  and  the  lord  mayor 
proclaims  a  fair  held  at  Southwark  on  the  i^th 
of  September^ 

It  is  divided  into  two  parts  ;  the  Borough  Li-^ 
berty,  in  which  the  lord  mavor's  fteward  or  bai^ 
lifF  holds  the  above  courts ;  and  the  Clink,  or 
Manor  of  §outhwark,  which  'is  fubdivided  into 
the  Great  Liberty,  the  Guildhall,  and  the  King's 
Manor ;  for  each  of  which  fubdivifions,  a  court- 
leet  is  held,  where  the  conftables,  ale-conners,  and 
flefti-tafters,  are  chofen,  and  other  bufinefs  franf- 
afted.  The  Clink  Liberty  is  under  the  jurifdidion 
of  the  bifliop  of  Winchefter,  who,  befides  a  court- 
leet,  keeps  a  court  of  record  here,  by  his  fteward 
and  bailiff,  for  pleas  of  debt,  damages,  and  tref- 
pafles. 
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pafles*    Couit-leetd  are  alio  kept  at  Bermondfey 
and  Rothcrhithe. 

The  militaiy  government  of  Southwark  is 
under  the  lord-lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Surrey, 
and  eleven  deputy-lieutenants. 

Opposite  the  weft  end  of  St.  George's 
church  was  anciently  a  magnificent  ftrudure, 
belonging  to  the  Duke  df  Suffolk,  which  coming 
to  Henry  VIIL  he  crefted  a  mint  in  it  for  the 
coining  of  money ;  it  being  afterwards  pulled 
down  and  converted  into  ftreets,  they  ftill  re- 
tained the  name ;  and  it  being  a  privileged 
place,  it  became  a  harbour  for  bankrupts  and 
debtors,  to  which  they  fled,  in  order  to  defraud 
their  creditors. 

Though  the  privilege  of  this  place  was  taken 
away  in  the  reign  of  William  III.  they  ftill  kept 
their  ftation,  in  defiance  of  the  laws,  and  of  the 
civil  power,  till  an  aft  of  parliament  was  made  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  Gcoige  I. 
which  obliged  them  to  difperfc. 

In 
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in  thb  borough  were  anciently  a  nnmber  of 
brothels,  called  the  flews,  lituated  on  the  bank^ 
fide,  Southwark,  and  licenfed  by  the  biftiop  of 
Winchcller.  At  firft  there  were  eighteen  of 
thefe  houfcs,  but  afterwards  twelve  were  only 
allowed.  They  flood  in  a  row,  and  had  figns  on 
their  fronts  facing  the  Thames,  which  were  not 
hung  out,  but  painted  on  the  walls ;  as  the  Car« 
dinal;s  Hat,  the  Crofs-keys,  the  Bell,  the  Caftlc, 
the  Swan,  the  Boar's  H|ad,  ^c.  Thefe  houfes 
"  were  under  very  ftrift  regulations,  confirmed  by 
aft  of  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IL 
which  were  to  be  obfervecj,  under  the  penalty 
of  fufifering  great  pains  and  punifhmeqts.  No 
fingle  woman,  defirous  of  forfaking  her  fins, 
was  to  be  kept  againft  her  will ;  and  every  lewd 
woman  was  forbidden  the  rites  of  the  church, 
and  denied  Chriflian  burial,  if  fhe  was  not  recon« 
ciled  to  the  church  before  her  death.  Hence 
there  was  a  plot  of  ground^  termed  the  fingle 
woman's  church-yard,  appointed  for  thefe  ]ewd 
women,  at  a  diftance  from  the  parilh-church. 
Thefe  lewd  houfes  were  put  down,  by  order  of 
King  Henry  VIIL  in  the  year  1 546,  when  it  was 
proclaimed  by  foynd  of  trumpet,  that  the  flews 

ihould 
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fhould  be  no  longer  privilq^cd  and  ufcd  a9  com« 
mon  brothels. 

COAPORATlOir* 

It  1$  under  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  corporation 
of  London. 

RiOHT  OF.  Election* 
1*702,  10  Nov.     Is  only  in  the  inhabitants 
thereof  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

1714,  If  June.  «  That  the  perfons  inhabiting 
in  the  Mint,  or  rules  of  the  Queen's-Bench,  in 
the  borough  of  Souchwark,  and  paying  a  rent  of 
ten  ppunds  per  annum,  or  upwards,  have  not  a 
right  to  vote,  though  they  do  pay  fcot  and  lo( 
within  the  faid  borough.^ 

It  paffed  in  the  negative. 

RetukninC  Officsr. 
The  haiUfF. 

'    Number  of  Voters. 
Nineteen  hundred. 

BLETCHINGLY. 
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fiLETCHINGLY. 

This  borough,  which  confifts  of  about  fixty 
fmall  houfes,  is  a  proper  companion  to  Catton^ 
from  which  it  is  not  more  than  three  miles 
diftant.  The  right  of  voting  is  burgage-tenure^ 
and  the  lord  of  the  manor's  bailiff .  was  the 
returning-oflficer ;  but  by  the  laft  refolution  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  in  1723,  he  was  de- 
prived of  that  office ;  and  the  borough  has  now 
the  Angularity  of  fending  two  members  to  par- 
liament, without  a  mayor,  conftable,  or  any 
other  legal  officer,  who  can  claim  the  cxclufivc 
exercife  of  that  authority.  We  have  feveral 
^  inftances  of  boroughs  without  eledtors,  but  this 
is  the  only  one  that  prefents  itfclf  without  a 
returning-officer. 

Sir  Robert  Clayton  is  fole  proprietor  of  the 
majority  of  burgage-tenures,  and  of  courfc  has 
the  appointment  of  the  reprefentatives. 

Ancient  State. 

Bletchingly  is  a  borough-town,  which  has  no 
market,  though  it  fends  two  members  to  par- 
liament. 
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lilirient.  It  had  ^  caftle^  which  was  Ibiig  lince 
demolilhcd  by  the  forces  of  Henry  III.  at  which 
time  the  town  itfelf  was  laid  in  ruins*  The 
place  where  the  caflle  flood  is  now  a  coppice ; 
but  fome  remains  of  it  are  ftill  vifible,  parti* 
cularly  a  piece  of  a  wall^  five  feet  thick,  from 
whence  there  is  a  profpedt  into  Suflcx  and 
HampihirCi 

This  place  fent  to  Parliament  23  Edward  1. 

Right  of   Election. 

Is  in  the  borough-holders  only,  without  the 
bailiff. 

Rbturnino  Officer* 
NONE. 

Number  ot  Voters. 

The  number  of  burgagc-holds  are  90,  but  arc 
all  the  property  of  an  individual. 

Patron. 

Sir  Robert  Clayton* 

Vol.  III.  C  RYEGATE. 
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RYEGATE. 


THE  right  of  voting  is  in  the  freeholders 
of  the  borough.     The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  and 
Lord  Samers  have  bought  up  all  the  freeholds  in 
it,  each  of  whom  appoints  an  attorney  ifi  the 
town  as  their  agents,  as  well  in  elections  as  other 
I  bufinefs.      The  property  being   nearly   equally 
divided  between  thefe  two  noblemen,  each  pro- 
cures the  return  of  one  member  for  a  near  rela- 
tion or  a  particular  friend.     The  former  noble- 
man's brother,  the  Hon.  Jofeph  Sydney  Yorke, 
and   the  latter's   fon,    the   Hon.   John  Somers 
Cocks,  are  the  prefent  members.  *  This  circum- 
ftance  alone  is  fufficient  to  prove  where,  and  in 
what  degree,  influence  and  authority  prevail  here, 
and  how  far  the  electors  arc  fufFered  to  cxercife 
their  judgment  and  their  choice  in  the  eledion  of 
their  reprefentatives. 


Ancient  State. 


Reygate,  or  Ryegate,  is  a  town  feated  in  a 
pleafant  valley  called  Holmfdale,  from  the  holm- 
trees  that  abound  in  it.     The  name  of  this  town, 

which 
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which  in  Saxon  fignifies  the  courfe  or  channel  of 
a  river,  was  given  to  it  from  its  being  feated,  on 
a  branch  of  the  river  Mole.  There  was  here  a 
very  ancient  caftle,  which,  in  the  time  of  the 
civil  wars,  was  in  the  pofleffion  of  Lord  Monfon, 
who  forfeited  it  to  the  crown  for  treafonable  prac- 
tices. Charles  II.  at  his  reftoration,  granted  the 
manor  and  caftle  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of 
York;  and  at  the  Revolution,  King  William 
granted  them  to  Lord  Somcts,  upcm  whofe  death 
it  came  to  James  Cox,  cfq.  who  was  then  one  of 
the  reprefentativcs  of  this  town  in  parliament. 
The  ruins  of  this  caftle,  which  was  built  in  the 
time  of  the  Saxons,  are  ftill  vifible,  particularly  a 
long  vault,  which  has  a  room  at  the  end  of  it, 
in  which,  we  are  told,  the  barons  who  took  arms 
againft  king  John  had  their  private  meetings. 

This  town  gives  title  of  baron  to  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough. 

Under  the  hill,  adjoining  to  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  town,  is  a  great  houfe,  which  was  formerly  a 
priory  of  Black  Canons,  founded  by  William 
Warren,  earl  of  Surrey,  about  the  year  1245. 
It  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin.  Mary  and  the 
C  2  Holy 
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Holy  Crofs ;  and  at  the  diflblution^  its  revenue 
was  valued  at  77I.  14s.  i  id.  per  annum.  It  was 
given  to  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  and  was  after- 
wards fold  to  Sir  John  Parfons,  lord-mayor  of 
London,  and  was  lately  in  the  poffeflion  of 
Mr.  Parfons,  Sir  John's  grandfon. 

^      This  borough  fent  23  Edw.  1. 

Right  of  Election. 
In  the  freeholders. 

.  Returning  OrticER* 
The  bailiff. 

Number  of  Voters. 

About  200  freeholds  ;  now  the  property  of  the 
Earl- of  Hardwicke  and  Lord  Somers. 

Patrons. 
Earl  of  Hardwicke  and  Lord  Somers. 


GUILDFORD. 
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GUILDFORD. 


THE  right  of  cleftion  in  this  borough  is  of  a 
very  peculiar  kind,  and  differs  from  all  others 
in  the  kingdom,  being  in  the  freemen  and  free- 
holders paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  refident  in  the 
town. 

The  majority  of  the  freeholds  is  the  property  of 
Lord  Onflow  and  Lord  Grantley,  and  the  num- 
ber of  voters  not  exceeding  one  hundred.  They 
have  been  confidered  for  fome  years  paft  to  have 
had  the  nomination  of  its  members,  until  jhe 
lafl:  general  cledion,  when  Mr.  Sumner  oppofed 
the  brother  of  the  latter,  and  was  fuccefsful 
only  by  a  majority  of  three  votes  ;  but  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that,  at  a  future  eledlion.  Lord  Grantley 
will  regain  his  former  intereft.  The  corporation 
of  this  town,  which  confifts  of  a  mayor,  re- 
corder, feven  aldermen,  and  an  indefinite,  num- 
ber of  bailiffs,  is  in  the  intereft  of  Lord  Onflow, 
who  has  very  liberally  provided  for  feveral  of 
them  in  different  departments  under  government. 
This  place,  like  Cirencefter,  Shrewft>ury,  Lewes,. 
C  3  &c. 
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&c.  &c.  is  not  more  than  half  of  it  within  the 
limits  of  the  borough. 

Ancient  Statit. 

Guilford,  or  Guildford,  which  is  feat^  on 
the  river  Wey,  thirty  miles  fouth-weft  of  Lon- 
don, was  in  the  Saxon  times  a  royal  villa,  given 
by  king  Alfred  to  his  nephew  Ethel wald.  The 
ruinous  walls  of  an  old  caflle,  which  are  of  a 
prodigious  thicknefs,  are  ftill  vifible.  This  town 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  rcfidence  of  the  Souths 
Saxon  kings.  In  1036,  prince  Alfred,  the  fon 
of  king  Etheldred,  coming  out  of  Normandy, 
with  fix  hundred  attendants,  to  claim  the 
crown  of  England,  is  faid  to  have  been  feized, 
and  very  ill  treated,  by  the  treachery  of  God- 
win, earl  of  Kent.  After  the  conqueft,  it  con- 
tinued a  confiderable  place  ;  and  here  king 
John  kept  his  birth-day,  probably  in  the  caftle. 
In  the  year  1216,  this  cafUe,  with  many  others, 
was  taken  by  Lewis,  dauphin  of  France.  In 
1 267,  the  cuftody  of  it  was  committed  to  Wil- 
liam Aquillon,  ftieriff  of  Surrey  and  Suffex,  Since 
that  time  it  has  probably  been  negleded,  and 
gradually  funjc  into  ruins. 

This 
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This  town,  which  was  incorporated  by  King 
Henry  L  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the  noble 
family  of  North,  and  fends  two  members  to 
parliament* 

This  being  the  county-town,  the  aflizes  are 
frequently  held  here,  and  always  the  eledion  for 
knights  of  the  fhirc. 

This  borough  fent  inembers  to  parliament 
anno  23  Ed.  L 

CoRPORATIOir. 

By  charter  of  Henry  VIII.  it  is  governed  by 
a  mayor,  feven  magiftrates,  and  fixteen  bailiffs. 

Sight  of  Election. 

1699,  24  April.  Is  only  in  the  freemen  and 
freeholders  paying  fcot  and  lot,'  and  refident  in 
tl^p  town, 

17^0*    3  Feb-     It  was  agreed  that  one  who 
had  ferved  feven  years  to  a  freeman,  was,  ip/o 
fa^Of  a  freeman. 

C  4  Return* 
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Returninq  Officer, 
The  mayor. 

Number  of  Voters, 
About  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

Patrons. 
lx)rd  Onflow  and  Lord  Grantley, 


GATTON, 


THIS  borough,  which  now  confifts  only  of 
two  houfes,  was  the  property  of  the  unfortunate 
I  Sir  George  Colebrooke :  at  the  time  of  his  failure, 
it  was  fold  by  the  afllgnees,  under  his  commiflion^ 
to  Lord  Newhaven,  who  afterwards  difpofed  of 
it  to  Meflrs.  Percy  and  Graham.  Since  the 
year  1786,  it  has  been  purchafedand  repurchafed 
by  three  or  four  different  perfons,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  William  Currie,  efq.  one  of  its 
prefent  members,  and  Robert  Ladbroke,  efq. 
The  returning  officer  is  the  conftable  appointed 
at  the  court^Ieet  of  the  two  proprietors^  In  this 
cafe,  the  conftituent  and  reprefentative  body,  who 
are  the  fame  in  number,  may  alfo  ppffibly  be 
fhc  fame  perfons,  as  they  would  have  the  power 
p  cled  each  other.    This,  among  many  others, 

is 
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is  a  ftriking  inftatice  of  the  prcfent  fallacious 
and  inadequate  ftate  of  reprefentation,  and  (hews 
the  indifpenfable  neceflity  of  applying  fome  im- 
mediate remedy  to  an  evil  of  fuch  an  enor- 
mous magnitude* 

Ancient  State. 

This  place,  which  is  of  very  ancient  date,  was 
formerly  a  confiderable  town,  though  now  re- 
duced to  a  fmall  village.  From  the  number  of 
coins  and  other  antiquities  found  here,  it  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  a  Roman  ftation.  It  was 
once  deftroyed  by  the  Danes ;  and  old  authors 
tell  us  it  was  formerly  a  market-town ;  but  we 
have  not  been  able  to  trace  the  day  on  which  the 
m^cket  was  held. 

This  village  firft  began  to  fend  members 
29  Hen.  VI. 

Right  of  Election. 

1628,  26  March.  Is-in  the  inhabitants;  and  the 
return  made  by  them  being  adjudged  good,  was 
(by  the  then  petitioner)  infifted  to  be  in  the  inha- 
bitants not  receiving  alms,  and  in  the  freeholders 
having  fuch  freehold  in  their  own  occupation. 

15  Dec. 
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1696,  December  15.  Was  (by  the  then  fitting 
member}  infifted  to  be  in  the  freeholders  and  in- 
habitants  paying  fcot  and  lot ;  and  he  was  adjudged 
duly  eleded. 

Returning  Officer, 
'  The  lord's  conftable. 

Number  of  Voters^ 
TWO. 

Patrons. 
Robert  Ladbroke,  efq.  and  William  Currie^ 
cfq. 


HASLEMERE. 


THE  right  of  eledlion  here  is  in  the  freeholders 
of  meffuages,  lands,  or  tenements,  lying  within 
the  borough  and  manor  of  Haflemere.  Thefe 
freeholds,  in  which  the  right  is  veiled,  were  for- 
merly the  property  of  the  families  of  Oglethorpe 
and  Molyneux;  of  whom  they  were  purchafed 
by  Mr.  Chandler,  an  attorney  of  Guildford,  who 
fold  them  to  the  Earl  of  Lonfdale,  the  prefent 
proprietor  of  the  borough. 

4  This 
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This  borough  has  been  formerly  the  caufc  of 
much  litigation  and  conteft.  A  petition  of  William 
Burke,  efq.  and  Henry  Kelly,  efq.  was  tried  by  a 
committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  1775^ 
againft  the  return  of  Thomas  More  Molyneux, 
efq.  and  Sir  Merrick  Burrell,  the  fitting  members. 
The  co'mplaint  was  againft  (plitting  and  dividing 
freeholds  ;  a  practice  very  common  in  all  freehold 
and  burgagehold  boroughs,  where  the  property  is 
not  poflellcd  by  an  individual.  The  committee 
determined  in  favour  of  the  fitting  members. 


Ancient  State. 

Haflemere,  which  ttands  on  the  borders  of 
Suflex,  forty-one  miles  fouth-weft  of  London,  is 
an  ancient  place,  and  had  formerly  fcven  parifti- 
churches,  which  were  deftroyed  by  the  Danes, 
though  now  it  has  no  more  than  one,  which  is 
only  a  chapel  of  eafe  to  Chiddingfold,  a  village 
about  two  miles  to  the  eaft  of  it.  It  is  an  ancient 
borough  by  prefcription. 

This  borough  firft  began  to  return  members 
anno  i^j  Eliz. 

Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

1 66 1,  May  20.  The  inhabiunt  freeholders 
in  the  borough  have  only  votes  in  elcdlions. 

1698,  Feb,  9.  Was  agreed  to  be  in  the  free* 
holders  refident  within  the  borough. 

'  1755,  April  24.  In  the  determination  of  i66i» 
by  the  word  "freeholders*'  is  meant  only  free- 
holders of  mefluages,  lands,  or  tenements,  lying 
within  the  borough  and  manor  of  Haflemcre,  ^ 
whether  the  fame  pay  to  the  lord  of  the  faid  bo- 
rough and  manor  or  not,  exclufive  of  any  lands 
or  tenements,  which  are,  or  have  been,  parcel  of 
the  wafte  ground  of  the  faid  borough  and  manor, 
or  many  mefluages  or  buildings,  which  are  or 
Ihall  be  Handing,  or  being  thereon. 

17 13,  March  3  and  4.  Petition  of  Mr.  Ogle- 
thorpe rejei5ted,  for  not  being  figned  by  himfelC 
The  like  relating  to  Wigan. 

Returning  Officer, 

The  bailiff,  who  is  annually  chofen  at  thq  Jord's 

Icct. 

Number 
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Number  of  Voters. 
About  fixty. 


Earl  of  Lonfdale. 


Patron. 

\ 


SUSSEX. 

Political  Character 

THIS  county  was  confidcred  formerly  as 
entirely  under  the  influence  of  ariftocracy ; 
but  the  contrary  to  this  was  evinced  in  1774. 
The  independent  part  of  the  county,  being  at 
that  time  much  diflatisfied  with  the  condu(5t  of 
adminiftration>  in  attempting  to  procure  a  return 
for  a  candidate  of  their  own  nomination,  contrary 
to  the  wifties  of  the  people,  exerted  themfelves 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  convinced  them  that  their 
unanimity  and  abilities^  when  called  forth  into 
adlion,  would,  when  fimilar  encroachments  were 
made  upon  their  rights,  be  equally  certain,  as  | 
well  as  defcrving,  of  fimilar  fuccefs.  "^ 

They 
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They  entered  into  voluntary  fubfcriptiohs^  for 
the  fupport  of  their  caufe,  and  propofed  Sir 
Thomas  Spencer  Wilfon,  bart.  in  oppofition 
to  Sir  James  Peachy,  the  court  candidate*  The 
contcft  was  carried  on  with  unabating  diligence 
and  vigour  on  both  fides,  for  a  continuation 
of  twenty-eight  days ;  when  a  great  majority  was 
declared  in  favour  of  Sir  Thomas  Spencer  Wilfon, 
in  whofe  perfon  the  honeft  and  independent  yeo- 
men of  the  county  obtained  an  entire  and  com- 
plete vidlory  over  the  mandates  of  minifterial 
defpotifm.  There  is,  however,  nluch  arifto- 
cratical  influence  prevailing  here,  arifing  from 
the  refidencies  and  eftates  of  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  Duke  of  Dorfet,  the  Earl  of  Afti- 
burnham.  Earl  of  Abergavenny,  the'  Earl  of 
Egremont,  and  Lord  jPelham.  There  has  been 
no  contefted  eledion  for  this  county  fince 
1774.  The  rcprefentation  at  prefent  is  divided  ; 
the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Pelham  voting  uniformly 
with  the  oppofition,  and  Charles  Lenox,  efq. 
with  adminifiration. 

Ancient  State. 

Suflex,  which  is  a  corruption  of  the  ancient 
Saxon  name  Suthfex,  fignifying  the  country  of 

the 
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the  South  Saxons,  formed,  at  the  arrival  of  the 
Romans,  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  Regni. 
After  it  was  conquered  by  thofe  invaders,  they 
formed  theMilitary  Way  called  Stone-ftreet,  which 
has  been  traced  out  of  Surrey,  through  this  county, 
to  Arundel ;  and  at  Villinghurft,  fouth-weft  of 
Horfliam,  there  are  ftill  noble  remains  of  it.     In 
this  county  they  had  feveral  ftations;    Roman 
coins    and    pavements,    with    a  large    Roman 
camp,  and  other  antiquities,   have  been  found 
here.      In   the  time    of  the   Saxon    heptarchy 
it  conftituted  the   principal  part  of  the  king- 
dom  of  the  South  Saxons  ;  and  upon  the  fall 
of  that  monarchy,  it  became  fubjedl  to  the  king- 
dom of  Mercia.     About  the  year  800,  Egbert, 
king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  having  reduced  the 
kingdoms  of  the  heptarchy  under  his  government, 
appointed  certain  earls  to  be  governors  of  the 
feveral  counties,  and  gave  them  a  palatine  jurif- 
didtion ;  yet  we  do  not  find  he  appointed  any 
here,  though  there  were  feveral  earls  who  had 
large  pofleflions  in  this  county.     In  fliort,  the 
Norman  Conqueror,  here,  as  in  other  counties, 
difpofed  of  the   moft  valuable    eftates   of  the 
Saxons,  which  he  gave  to  his  own  kindred,  and 
the  great  commanders  of  his  army. 

Suflex 
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Suflex  is  divided  into  fix  rapes,  which  afe  gc-^ 
neral  divifions  peculiar  to  this  county  ;  and  each 
of  thefe  rapes  is  faid  to  have  anciently  had  its 
particular  river,  foreft,  and  caftle.  Thefe  rapes 
are  fubdivided  into  fixty-fivc  hundreds  ;  in  which 
arc  contained  one  city,  fixteen  market-towns,  and 
two  ancient  boroughs,  which  are  ancient  corpo- 
rations, but  have  no  market.  Thefe  are  the  city 
of  Chichefter,  with  the  market-towns  of  Arundel, 
Battel,  Brighthelmftone,  Cuckfield,  Eaft  Grinftead, 
Haftings,  Haylftiam,  Horfham,  Lewes,  Mid« 
hurft,  Petworth,  Rye,  New  Shoreham,  Steyning, 
Terring,  and  Winchelfea,  with  the  boroughs^  of 
Bramber  and  Seafbrd,  that  have  no  markets.  It 
is  feated  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and  dio- 
cefe  of  Chichefter,  contains  three  hundred  and 
forty-two  parifhes,  and  fends  twenty-eight  mem- 
bers to  parliament ;  namely,  two  reprefentatives 
for  the  county,  two  citizens  for  the  city  of  Chi- 
chefter, two  burgefles  for  each  of  the  following 
boroughs,  Lewes,  Horfliam,  New  Shoreham, 
Midhurft,  Arundel,  Eaft  Grinftead,  Steyning, 
Bramber,  and  two  barons  for  each  of  the  cinque- 
ports  of  Rye,  Haftings,  Winchelfea,  and  Sea- 
ford. 

CHICHESTER. 
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Political  Character* 

*t%lIS  city  was  many  ytars  under  the  didatioa 
of  the  Dukt  of  Richmond^  whofe  political  inter*. 
ference  was  fubmitted  to  with  much  reludance 
by  the  eledors.  Upon  the  death  of  General  Kep« 
pel,  in  17S2,  an  attempt  was  made  to  oppofe  the 
Duke's  nomination  of  the  Hon.  Percy  Windham, 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  but  without 
fucccfi*  Mr.  Brian  Edwards,  who  was  the  can* 
didate  in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Windham,  however, 
loft  his  eledion,  by  being  in  a  minority  of  only 
eight  votes.  At  the  enfuihg  general  eledion  of 
1784,  the  independent  eledors  triumphed  in  the 
choice  of  George  White  Thomas,  efq.  one  of  the 
{nrfentreprefentativies ;  and,  at  the  laft  diflblution 
of  parliament  in  1790,  they  became  pawerfiil 
enough  to  carry  both  the  members.  Mr.  Steele, 
the  ixprefentative  of  the  Duke  of  Richihond's  in* 
tereft^  attempted  to  divide  the  phakxuc  of  uninflu-» 
cnced  ele<Si:ors>  by  canvafling  upon  bis  own  interefi^ 
without  the  appearance  of  ariftocratical  fupport ; 
but  this  was  found  to  be  too  infignificant,  even 
to  countenance  the  manoeuvre.     Thq  friends  of 
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Mr.  Thomas,  who  were  now  become  a  decriive 
majority  of  the  inhabitants^  for  the  fake  of 
prcfcrving  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  city, 
and  to  avoid  thofe  ruinous  expences  which 
generally  attend  a  conteft  with  influence  and 
power^  made  a  volunury  offer  of  admitting 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  to  recommend  one  of 
the  members,  if  he  would  engage  to  leave  the 
other  to  their  own  choice.  This  offer  was 
accepted  by  his  Grace :  and  Mr.  Steele  pub« 
liihed  a  letter,  difclaiming  all  pretentions  to 
the  honour  he  afpired  at,  upon  the  foundation 
of  his  own  merits,  and  modeflly  acknowledged 
his  gratitude  to  thofe  of  a  fuperior  fdurce. 

The  corporation  are  all  in  the  intereft  of  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  who  is  high  fteward ;  and 
his  brother.  Lord  George  Henry  Lenox,  is  one  of 
the  aldermen. 

Ancient  State. 

Chichcftcr  is  fituatcd  xyn  die  river  Lavant,  by 
which  is  furrounded  on  every  fide  but  the  north, 
at  the  diftance  of  fixty-threc  miles  from  London; 
it  is  a  neat,  compad  city,  of  great  antiquity  ; 

feeming 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CHICHBSTER*  3$- 

feemihg  td  have  been  of  {bme  ftfength  in  the  time 
of  the  BritDhSy  when  it  was  called  Gaercei.  Thtt 
it  was  aRomanftation^theantiquities  there  leave  no 
room  to  doubti  In  digging  a  cellar  under  the  cor^ 
ner  houfe  of* St.  Martinis  lane,  in  the  year  1723^ 
a  Hone  was  dug  up,  with  an  infcription,  which^ 
though  fomewhat  defaced  by  the  pickaxes  of  the 
labburersi  and  broke  into  four  pieces^  plainly  in^ 
timated»  that  it  wa&  part  of  the  foundation  of  a 
temple^  ereded  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Claiji-' 
dius,  and  dedicated  to  Neptune  and  Minerva.  Clofe 
to  which  done  were  difcovered  two  done  walls  three 
fieet  thickf  one  running  north,  the  other  eaft,  and 
joining  in  an  angle,  which  in  all  probability  were 
part  of  the  foundations  of  the  above-mentioned 
temple.  A  great  number  of  Roman  coins  have 
been  found  here,  and  in  1727,  a  curious  piece  of 
Roman  pavement  was  difcovered  in  the  garden  of 
the  biihop's  palace:  thefe  circumftances,  with 
the  appearance  of  a  military  way  leading  towards 
Southampton^  induced  Mn  Horfley  to  conclude 
that  this  city  was  the  Regnum  of  Antoninus^  It  was 
rebuilt  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons  by  Cifla,  the 
fecond  king  of  the  South  Saxons^  ajfter  it  had  been 
deftroyed  by  fome  Saxon  and  Norwegian  pirates  s 
D  2  thr 
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the  fame  prince  alfo  making  it  the  place  of  his 
refidcnee,  and  the  capital  of  his  kingdom,  it  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Ciflan  Ceafter,  which  fignifks 
the  city  of  Cifla,  from  which  its  prefcnt  name  is 
derived.  When  the  kingdom  of  the  South-Saxons 
was  united  to  Eflex,  this  place  decayed ;  and  about 
the  time  of  the  Norman  conqueft  it  contained 
only  a  hundred  houfcs.  In  the  reign  of  William  L 
it  was  made  a  bifhop's  fee^  and  the  fecond  hiftcfp 
created  a  cathedral,  which  was  foon  after  con- 
fumed  by  fire ;  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  it  was 
rebuilt,  and  lufFered  again  by  fire,  in  the  reign 
of  Richard  I.  when,  not  only  the  cathedral,  but  the 
greateft  part  of  the  city,  the  bifhop's  palace,  and 
the  houfes  of  the  prebendaries,  were  confumed. 
Selfrid,  who  was  then  bifliop,  by  his  wealth  and 
intereft,  reftorcd  the  church  and  city  to  their 
former  fplendour,  in.  which  Hate  it  ftill  remains, 
without  having  fuffered  any  other  difafters  of  the 
like  kind.    This  cathedral,  which  is  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  is  a  handfome,  though  fmall 
ftrudhire,  and  is  adorned  with  a  fpire,  much  ad-- 
mired  for  its  ftrength  and  curious  workmanfhip^ 
The  chapter  confifts  of  a  dean,  two  archdeacons, 
a  treafurcr,  a  chancellor,  thirty^ne  prebendaries 
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-a  chanter,  twelve  vicars-choral,  with  other  oU 
ficers. 

The  city  is  encompafled  by  a  ftone  wall,  which 
has  four  gates,  anfwering  to  the  four  cardinal 
poiaa.  From  each  of  thefe  gates  is  a  ftreet,  that 
ukes  its  name  from  the  gate,  and  terminates  in 
the  market-place,  which  is  in  the  center  of  the 
city. 

Chichefto:  had  an  ancient  monaftery  before  the 
conqueft,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter ;  and  there  was 
alfo  a  nunnery,  long  before  the  fee  of  Selfey  was 
^anflated  hither.  In  the  north  part  of  the  city 
was  an  hofpital  for  a  mailer  and  feveral  poor 
brethren,  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  by 
William,  dean  of  the  cathedral.  It  was  dedicated 
to  the  Vii^  Mary,  and  its  revenue  was  valued, 
at  the  difiblution,  at  35I.  6s.  3d.  a  year.  Near 
the  north  gate  of  the  city^  was  a  monaftry  of 
Grey  friars,  founded  in  the  reign  of  H^nry  III. 
Here  was  alfo  a  houfo  of  BlacJ^  friars,  dedicated 
to  St.  Mary  and  St.  Vincent,  (aid  to  have  been 
founded  by  queen  Eleanor,  the  wife  of  Edward  I. 
likewife  an  hofpital  for  leprous  perfons,  dedu 
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cated  to  St.  James  and  St.  Mary  Magdalen, 
founded  in  the  feign  of  king  Richard  I.  but  at  the 
diflblution  its  revenue  was  valued  at  no  more  than 
4I.  14s.  lod.  per  annum, 

William  Juxon,  a  pious  and  worthy  prelate  of 
the  feventeenth  century,  fucceflivcly  bifhop  of 
Hereford  and  London,  and  archbilhpp  of  Cantcr-r 
bury,  was  born  in  the  year  1582,  at  Chichefter 
in  Suflpx.  He  received  his  education  at  Mer- 
chant-Taylors fchool,  in  London,  and  at  St.  John'5 
college,  in  Oxford.  For  fome  time  he  applied 
himfelf  to  the  civil  law,  and  took  the  degree  of 
bachelor  in  that  faculty;  but  turning  his  thoughr$ 
aftewards  to  the  ftudy  of  divinity,  he  entered  into 
orders^  and  became  reAor  of  Somerton,  in  the 
county  of  Oxford.  In  1 62 1  he  was  eledted  prefix 
dent  of  St.  John's  college;  and  in  i6!?6  and  1627 
executed  the  office  of  vice-chancellor  of  the  uni- 
verfity.  About  the  fame  time  he  was  .appointed 
one  of  the  chaplains  in  ordinary  to  king  Charles  L 
who  promoted  him  to  the  deanery  of  Worceftcr, 
and  made  him  clerk  of  his  cloff^i,  In  16^3  he 
was  nominated  to  the  bilhopric  of  (iereford ;  and 
before  the  expiration  of  the  year^  was  tranflatcd 
to  the  fee  of  Londpn*    So  far  his  preferments 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CBICHSSTBK.  $y 

were  fiiitable  to  his  chsuradter^  and  feem  not.  to 
have  given  umbrage  to  any  perfon  whatever;  but 
his  exaltation  to  the  office  of  lord  high  treafurer» 
to  which  he  was  raifed  in  1635,  and  which  he 
owed  chiefly  to  the  intereft  of  archbifhop  Laud, 
excited  the  indignation  of  all  the  nobility.  It 
was  confefledy  however,  even  by  his  enemies,  that 
he  executed  that  important  pod  with  an  integrity 
and  ability,  which  had  hardly  ever  been  difplayed 
by  ^ny  of  his  prcdeceflbrs  in  office.  Nor  was  he 
lefs  remarkable  for  the  mildnefs  of  his  temper 
than  for  his  other  good  qualities ;  and  it  was  pro- 
bably on  account  of  this  gentlenefs  of  his  dif- 
pofition,  that  he  was  fuffered  to  continue  till  the 
year  1 649  in  the  poffeffion  his  biftiopric.  He  had 
always  enjoyed  the  favour  of  his  fovercign,  and 
retained  it  to  the  lafl:.  He  attended  his  majefty 
upon  the  fcaffi^ld,  and  afterwards  accompanied 
his  body  to  Windlbr.  Upon  the  reftoration  of 
Charles  II.  he  was  promoted  to  the  arbilhopric  of 
Canterbury,  which  he  held  about  three  years,  and 
dying  June  the  4th,  1663,  was  interred  in  the 
f  hapel  of  St.  John's  college,  Oxford* 

This  city,  which  is  a  county  of  itfelfi  feht  tq 
parliament  anno  23  Edward  I.^ 

P  4  CoRPORATIOK. 
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Corporation. 

By  charter  of  king  James  11.  it  is  governed  by 
a  mayor,  recorder,  and  38  common-councilnien. 

Right  op  Elbctiok 
In  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Six  hundred  and  twenty. 

Patron. 
Dulcc  of  Richmond  partially. 


HORSHAM. 

Political  Character. 

This  town  is  among  the  firft  in  the  county  in 
trade  and  number  of  inhabitants ;  but  the  right 
of  cledion  here,  as  in  many  other  towns  of  much 
larger  extent  in  this  Qountery^  is  cxclufively  in  the 

burgage-i 
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feurg^^e^dders.  The  number  of  thefe  bui^gage^ 
holds  is  twenty-five,  fourteen  of  which  are  the 
property  of  Lady  Irvine,  and  eleven  are  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk's.  At  the  laft  general  eledion^ 
Timothy  Shelley,  efq.  and  Wilfon  Braddyll^ 
cfq.  were  candidates  in  the  Duke*s  intereft,  and 
Lord  William  Gordon^  and  James  Baillie,  efq. 
were  fupported  ]by  Lady  Irvine.  The  numbers 
pn  the  poll  were. 

For  Timothy  Shelley,  efq.  —  25 
Wilfon  Braddyll,  efq.  —  24 
Lord  William  Gordon  —    20 

r 

James  Baillie,  efq.        — -       9 

In  confequence  of  which  the  two  former  were 
returned* 

Lord  William  Gordon  and  Mr. .  Baillie  pn^ 
fented  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons;  the 
merits  of  which  being  tried  the  prcfent  feffion 
before  a  conunittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  the 
petitioners  were  declared  to  be  duly  cleded, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned ;  and  they  ac^ 
cordingly  took  their  feats. 

The- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


I 

4%  H  O  &  S  H  A  Mr 

I 

.  The  votes  allowed  to  be  legal  by  the  com- 

mitcee  were. 

For  Lord  William  Gordon    —  15 

James  Baillie,  c(q.         —  1 4 

Timothy  Shelley,  efq.      —  10 

Wilfon  Braddyll,  efcj,      —  9 

The  two  bailifFs^  who  arc  the  returning- officers, 
are  annually  chofen  at  the  court-lcet  of  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  who  is  lord  of  the  manor. 

Ancient  State. 

Horlham,  which  is  faid  to  derive  its  name 
from  Horfa,  the  brother  of  Hengift  the  Saxon^ 
who  probably  refided  here,  is  one  of  the  largefl: 
towns  in  the  county,  ittuated  thirty-three  miles 
Jbuth  by  weft  of  London>  and  has  a  very  fine 
church,  a  county-gaol,  and  a  well  endowed  frce- 
Ichool*  It  is  a  borough  town,  governed  by  two 
bailiffs,  annually  chofen  at  the  court-Ieet  of  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  by  a  jury,  who  return  four 
to  the  fteward  of  the  court,  out  of  which  number 
he  nominates  two.  The  adizes  are  fbmetime^ 
held  here. 

This  borough  fent  to  parliament  at  (he  fame 
time  Chichcfter  did. 

Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

<7i5>  i^  June.  Is  in  all  fuchperfons  as  have 
nn  eftate  of  inheritance,  or  for  life^  in  burgage-, 
houfcs  or  bursa£;e-Iands  lyin^  within  the  fai4 
tofough, 

RSTURNIHC  OfFIC£KS, 

The  bailiffs, 

NUMBEH   OP    VOTXM. 

Twpnty.five. 

Patrons. 

Puke  of  Norfolk^  and  Lfidy  Vifcountefs  Irvine 


\ 


V 


MIDHURST, 

Political  Character. 

THIS  is  a  borough^  which  has  the  privilege 
offending  two  members  to  parliament,  although 
there  is  not  a  fingle  houfe  {landing  within  the 
limits  of  it.  The  righ(  of  eleftipn  is  in  one 
liundfed  and  twenty  burgage-holds,  the  (ituation 
of  which  is  diftindly  marked  at  prefent  by  the 
pofition  of  a  large  ftone  upon  each  of  theixu 

There 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


44  M  r  »  H  A  R  tr. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  town  of  Midhurft  built 
upon  thefc  tenures ;  they  were  the  property  of  the 
izxt  Lord  Vifcount  Montagu,  who  made,  at  the 
time  of  an  elcdjon,  a  temporary  aflighment  of  it 
part  of  them,  either  to  fome  of  his  domeflics  o^ 
particular  friends,  for  the  purpofe  of  having 
thofe  members  returned  that  he  fliould  nominate. 
The  truftces  of  the  eftates  of  the  prefent  Lord 
l(dd  thefe  burgage-holds  to  the  Earl  of  Egre«- 
moat  for  forty  thoufand  guineas,  whofc  brothers 
Were  returned  for  this  borough  at  the  laft  general 
dedlion.  How  can  thefe  gentlemen  be  called 
reprefentatives,  when  there  is  not  fo  much  as 
one  folitary  individual  exifling  within  the  pre* 
cinds  of  th& place,  to  make  a  conftituent  body? 
If  the  voice  of  the  nation  is  only  to  be  heard  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  how  can  that  poilibly 
happen,  unlefs  it  be  its  real  reprefentative  ?  An4 
whether  we  are  governed  contrary  to  our  incli^ 
nations,  or  by  perfons  to  whom  we  have  given 
1  no  fuch  commiflion,  we  are  equally  an  enflaved 
'  people.  The  above  inftance  is  a  fufficient  con- 
vidtion  of  the  mockery  of  our  reprefentation, 
and  of  the  want  of  fome  immediate  radical 
\uT^  for  fo  great  an  evil, 

Anciknt 
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Ancient  Statis. 

Midhurft,  a  Saxon  name,  which  fignifies  Mid«- 
dlc-wood,  is  a  pretty  large  town,  pleafantly  fituatcd 
on  a  hili^  furrounded  by  feveral  others.  It  is  a 
borough  by  prefcriptionj  governed  by  a  bailiff^ 
annually  chofen  by  a  jury  at  the  courtJeet,  and 
has  fcnt  members  to  parliament  ever  fince  the 
fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  IL  in 
1311. 

Right  of  Election. 
In  the  buigage-hoiders« 

Returning  Officers.' 
The  fteward  and  bailift 

Number  of  Voters. 
ONE. 

Patron. 

The  Earl  of  Egremont. 


LEWES. 

PoLiTiAL  Character* 
THIS  town  was  never  incorporated ;  and  the 
right  of  voting  here  is  in  the  inhabitants  houfe- 

keepers 
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keqpers  paying  fcot  and  lot.    This  borough  wa  § 
formerly  under  the  abfolutc  controul  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Newcaftlc.   This  influence  his  Grace  ac- 
'  quired  from  the  weight  of  property  which  he  pof- 
fefled  here^  and  from  the  diftribution  of  fomc 
employments  under  government,  of  which  he 
was  at  that  time  folc  manager.    In  1768  the  late 
Colonel  Hay,  ^of  Glynde  Bourne  oear  this  town, 
was  recommended  by  the  Duke,  as  one  of  the 
candidates  for  its  reprefentation ;  in  confequence 
of  which  he  obtained  from  the  voters,  a  promifc 
of  their  fuffrages.    Immediately  after  this  tranf- 
a<a:ion,the  Duke  thought  proper  to  countermand 
his  former    recommendation,    and   accordingly 
withdrew  his  fanftion  from  Colonel  Hay,  and  gave 
it  to  Sir  Thomas  Miller.    The  people  however 
thought  themfelves  bound  in  honour  to  abide  by 
their  promifcs;  and  Colonel  Hay,  conceiving  him- 
fclf  ill  treated  in  the  bufinefs,  refolved  ro  ftand  the 
poll'.    Upon  the  day  of  eledion,  he  was  firmly 
fupported  by  his  friends,  who  gave  him  fixty 
lingle  votes,  and  obtained  for  him  fb  great  a  ma« 
jority  over  his  opponent,  as  to  make  him  finally 
fuccefsful.    In  1780  there  was  a  crofs  poll,  when 
the  Hon.  Henry  Pelham,  Colonel  Hay,  and  Tho- 
mas Kemp,  eiq.  of  this  borough,  were  candidates, 

each  . 
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each  of  whom  ftood  upon  his  own  fcparatc  in- 
tercft.  In  this  conteft  Mr.  Hay  was  unfucccfsful; 
and  Mr.  Kemp  was  returned  by  the  intcrcjft 
which  had  always  (hewn  itfclf  hoftile  to  that  of 
Loid  Pclham.  In  1784  Sir  Henry  Blackman, 
knight,  was  put  in  nomination,  to  reprefent  thi« 
^  town^  by  the  &mous  Mr.  Harben,  of  upftart  no- 
toriety, who,  not  withftanding  this  profeflion  of 
friendihip,  on  the  day  of  eledtion  deferted  and 
cruelly  betrayed  him :  upon  which  Sir  Hemy 
reprefeited  to  the  pec^le  the  iituation  into  which 
hehadbeenledby  the  artifices  of  this  man,  in  ib pa«^ 
thctic  and  convincing  a  manner^  that  Mr.  Harben 
was  obliged  inftantly  to  quit  the  hall,  amidft 
the  hifles  and  murmurs  of  liis  fellow-townfmea. 
At  the  laft  general  eledion  there  was  an  union 
between  the  leading  men  in  the  independent 
party,  and  thofe  in  the  intereft  of  Lord  Pelham^ 
which  Mr.  Shelly,  who  was  countenanced  by  ad- 
miniftration,  oppofed. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  poll  the  numbers  were. 
For  the  Hon.  Henry  Pelham    —    154 
Thomas  Kemp,  efq.        —     149 
Henry  Shelly,  jun.  efq.     —      88 

Mr.  Kemp,  when  he  firft  offered  himfelf  a  ca^ 
didate,  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  the  confti- 

tution, 
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tutioft,  pledged  himfelf  tothcconftituents,  as  thtf 
late  Alderman  Bull  did  to  the  city  of  London^ 
that  he  would  accept  of  neither  place^  penfion^ 
gratuity,  nor  reward  of  any  kind  from  any  admi-> 
niftration,  while  he  fhould  have  the  honour  of 
reprefenting  them  in  parliament. 

Ancient  State. 
Lewes,  which  is  feated  on  an  eminence  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river  Oufe,  on  the  edge  of  the 
South  downs,  fifty-one  miles  fouth  of  London,  is 
a  pleafant  place,  und  one  of  the  largeft  and  moil 
populous  towns  in  the  county4  It  was  formerly 
fortified  with  a  caftle  and  walls,  of  which  there 
tre  dill  fome  remains.  King  Athelftan  appointed 
two  mint-houfes  in  this  town  i  and  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  the  ConfelTor,  it  had  one  hundred 
and  twenty-feven  burgefles.  It  is  a  borough  by 
prcfcription,  governed  by  two  conftables,  annu- 
ally chofen  at  the  court-lect/  Here,  William  dc 
Warren,  earl  of  Surrey,  and  the  lady  Gundreda 
his  wife,  in  the  year  1078,  founded  a  priory  of 
Cluniac  monks,  which  was  the  firft  and  principaf 
houfe  of  the  order  in  England  :  in  after-times  it 
had  many  noble  benefadors,  namely,  the  fuc^ 
l^eding  earlt  of  Surrey  and  others,  feveraf  of 

whons 
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Whonij  wkh  their  ladies,  were  interred  here«  I( 
cdhtinued  a  cell  to  the  abbef  of  Cluny  in  Bur-* 
gundy,  till  lung  Edward  HI.  made  it  independent. 
At  the  general  diflblutioa  its  revenues  were  valued 
by  Dugdale  at  92^.  4s.  6d»  a  year>  and  at  1091U 
95.  6d.  by  Speed.  It  was  granted,  with  all  its 
af^ndages,  to  Thonias  Lord  Cromwell ;  iince 
tvhich  time  it  has  been  in  the  poflTeflion  of  the 
Dukes  of  Dorfet  and  Eaiis  of  Thanet,  and  lately 
belonged  to  Edward  Trayton,efq.  Ithadalfoa 
priory  of  Grey  Friars,  a  monaftry  dedicated  to 
St.  James,  for  thirteen  poor  brethren  and  iifto^^ 
and  an  hofpital  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  which 
at  the  time  of  the  diflblution  had  thirteen  poor 
brothers  and  fiflers.  This  town  is  alfo  fiunous 
in  hiftory  fer  a  bloody  battle  fought  here  between 
Henry  III.  and  the  barons,  on  the  14th  of  May, 
1264.  The  royal  army  was  divided  into  three 
bodies*;  that  on  the  right  commanded  by  prince 
Edwacd,  the  King  of  the  Romans  on  the  left,  and 
Henry  himfelf  headed  the  main  body.  The  ba« 
rons  army  was  divided  into  four  bodies ;  ttae  firft 
was  led  by  Henry  de  Montford,  the  Earl  of  Lei*- 
cefter's  fon ;  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter  commanded 
the  fecond ;  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  the  third ;  and 
Vol.  III.  £  thA 
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the  fourth,  confifting  of  Londoners,  was  com- 
manded by  Nicolas  Seagrave.  Pfirtce  Edward 
began  the  fight  by  attacking  the  Londoners,  who, 
not  heing  able  to  Hand  fo  vigorous  a  charge,  inir 
mediately  Bed,  when  the  prince,  refolving  to 
revenge  an  affront  offered  to  the  queen  his  mo- 
ther, by  the  Lonon  mob,  purfucd  them  about 
four  miles,  without  giving  them  any  quarter. 
Mean  while  the  Earls  of  Leicefter  and  Glouccfter 
gained  the  fame  advantage  over  Henry  and  the 
King  of  the  Romans,  whofe  troops  being  put  to 
flight,  Henry  furrendered  himfelf  to  the  Earl  of 
Leicefter,  and  Richard  to  the  Earl  of  Glouceftcr, 
and  were  inftantly  conducted  to  the  priory  of 
Lewes,  fituatcd  at  the  foot  of  the  caftle,  which 
was  kept  by  fome  of  the  king's  troops.  To  this 
place  the  foldicrs  of  the  royal  army  fled,  in  order 
to  fecure  themfelves^in  the  caftlc;  but  feeing  the 
town  in  the  power  of  the  barons,  the  two  kings 
made  pr ifoners,  and  themfelves  furrounded  on  all 
fides,  they  threw  down  their  arms,  and  furrendered 
at  difcretion.  Prince  Edward,  returning  in  tri- 
umjph  from  the  purfuit  of  the  Londoners,  finding, 
to  his  great  amazement,  the  royal  army  dif- 
perfed,  and  the  two  kings  were  taken  prifoners, 
rdblved  to  exert  himfelf  to  fct  thcni  at  liberty  i 

but 
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« 
t)Ut  hid  trodps  being  too  much  intimidated  to  fe^ 
tond  his  ardour^  he  was  obliged  to  accept  fit 
conditions^  and  confent  that  himfelf^  and  Henry 
his  toufini  fon  to  the  King  of  the  Ronums^  ihould 
remain  as  hoftages  in  the  cuftodjr  of  the  barons^ 
till  all  their  differences  were  fettled  by  theautho- 
rity  of  parliaments 

lliis  town  fent  to  pslrliameni  23  Edw^  L 

RtGHT  OF  Election* 

i  73  5 J  8  May.  Is  in  tht  inhabitants^  being  houfe-i 
holders^  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Agreed  toby  the  houfe,  nem.  con. 

tlstURNING  OmCERSi 

The  conftablcsi 

NVMBEII  OF  VOTERSi 

About  two  hundred  sind  forty^ 

PAtKON, 

Lord  Pelham^  partialiyi 


Mi 


mom^ 
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SkoREHAM, 

Political  Cfiaracter, 
iTHIS.boroUgh  has  rendered  itfelf  more  confpi- 
cuous  tVian  moft  others,  by  a  remarkable  fccnc  of 
corruption,,  which  was  brought  to  light  before  a 
committee  in  the  houfe  of  commons  in  the  year 
1 77 1 .  The  returning  officer  had  returned  a  can- 
didate with  oiily.  37  votes,  in  prejudice  to  another 
who  had  87 ;  of  which  he  had  queried  76,  and 
made  his  return  without  examining  the  validity 
of  the  votes  he  had  fo  queried. 

It  appeared,  from  the  defence  made  by  the  of- 
ficer, that  a  majority  of  freemen  of  that  borough 
had  formed  themfelves  into  a  fociety,  under  the 
name  of  the  Chriflian  Club ;  the  apparent  ends  of 
which  inftitution  were  to  promote  ads  of  charity 
and  benevolence,  and  to  anfwcr  fiich  other  pur- 
pofes  as  were  fuitable  tO  the  import  of  its  name. 
Under  this  fandlion  of  piety  and  religion,  and  the 
cover  of  occalional  adts  of  charity,  they  profaned 
that  facred  name,  by  making  it  aftale  for  carrying 
on  the  word  purpofes  ;  making  a  traffic  of  their 
oaths  and  confciences,  and  fetting  their  borough 
to  fale  to  th^  higheft  bidder;  whie  the  reft  of  the 
freemen  were  deprived  of  every  legal  benefit  from 

their  votes. 

The 
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The  members  of  this  fociety  were  bound  to 
ftcrecy,  and  to  each  other,  by  oaths,  writings, 
bonds  with  large  penalties,  and  all  the  ties  that 
could  flrengthen  their  compadl;  and  carried 
on  this  traffic  by  the  means  of  a  feled  committee, 
jwho,  under  pretence  of  fcruples  of  confciencc, 
/never  appeared  or  votfd  at  any  elecaiops  them- 
fdvcs ;  but^  having  notwithftanding  foI<^  the  bo- 
rough, and  received  the  ftipulated  price,  they  gave 
diredions  to  (he  reft  how  to  vote ;  and  by  this 
complicated  evafion,  the  employers  and  their 
agents,  having  fully  fatisfied  their  confcience, 
I  Jharcd  the  money  as  foon  as  the  election  was  over, 
ivithout  any  fcruple.. 

The  returning  officer  had  belonged  to  this  fo- 
ciety ;  and  having  taken  fome  difguft  to  his  aflb- 
ciates,  he  quitted  the  party.  The  majority  of  legal 
voters  which  he  objefted  to,  was,  he  faid,  in  part 
owing  to  his  experimental  knowledge  of  their  cor- 
ruption, and  partly  founded  upon  feveral  im- 
proper ails  which  had  come  within  his  knowledge 
as  magiftratc  upon  the  late  eledion ;  particularly 
an  affidavit  of  a  very  coniiderable  fum  of  mo- 
ney which  had  been  diftributed  among  them. 
Upon  thefc  grounds,  though  they  had  the 
hardinefs  to  take  the  oath  againft  bribery  and 
corruption^  he  looked  upon  them  as.  difc^ualified  ; 
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and  halving,  befides,  taken  the  opinion  of  counTel^ 
which|  it  feenis,  coincided  with  his  own,  he  re-* 
turned  the  candidate  who  had  the  fmaller  number 
of  votes,  as  they  were  free  ffom  thefc  objedions. 

Upon  thefc  principles,  and  his  not  afting  in- 
tentionally wrong,  the  officer  refted  his  pka  of 
juftification  for  the  illegality  of  hi$  condud.  As 
the  aflumption  of  fuch  an  jjA  of  power  by  a  rcr 
^rning  officer,  upon  whatever  principle  it  was 
founded^  would,  however,  have  been  a  precedent 
of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency,  he  was  accord- 
ingly taken  into  cuftody ;  but,  in  confideration  of 
the  circumilances  in  his  favour,  and  of  his  bring- 
jng  fo  infanipus  a  combination  to  light,  he  wasf 
difcharged,  after  receiving  a  reprimand,  upon  his 
Icnees,  from  the  fpcaker,  in  the  prefenc?  of  the 
houKe. 

As  this  combination  was  of  too  flagrant  a  nature 
to  be  overlooked,  and  the  feled  committee  had 
not  power  to  proceed  any  further  in  it,  they  re- 
ported the  whole  matter  to  the  hpufe,  and  moved, 
that  they  would  make  a  further  inquiry  into  it. 
Though  this  met  with  an  pppofitipn  from  fome  Qf 
^ofe  who,  Ijaving  no  good  wiihes  for  th^  late  ad. 

'    '        '        ' fo? 
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ipr  regulating  the  trial  of  controverted  cledions, 
vcrc  glad  of  fo  early  an  opportunity  to  point  out 
its  inef&cacy^  and  depreciate  its  merits;  yet  the 
general  excellency  of  that  Uw^  nptwithllanding 
any  of  its  prefent  deficiencies,  which  every  day's 
experience  would  give  new  opportunities  of  fup- 
pJying,  carried  with  it  fuch  convidlion  as  to  be 
already  well  underwood ;  and  the  motion  for  an 
inquiry  W4s  carried  through  without  a  division* 

The  allegations  jnadc  by  th^  returning  officer 
having  been  as  fully  proved,  in  the  cqurfe  of  this 
inquiry,  as  the  nature,  of  the  cafe  would  admit, 
9nd  entirely  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  houfe,  a  bill 
was  at  length  brought  in,  to  incapacitate  8i  free- 
men of  Shoreham,  by  name,  from  voting  at 
eleAions  of  meml^ers  to  ferye  in  parliament,  and 
for  the  preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in  that 
borough ;  and  at  the  fame  time  an  addrefs  was 
ordered,  for  the  attorney-general  tq  profecute 
the  five  mepibers  of  the  Chriftian  Club  who 
compofed  the  committee  which  tranfaded  the 
l^argaih,  s^  to  (he  fale  of  the  borough  at  th^  lafl 
^leAiop, 


The  different  tranfo<!l:iQns,  however,  confcqucnt 

qf  this  fubjed,  ran  through  the  whole  feflion; 
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and  it  was  not  till  the  laft  day  of  it,  that  the  bill 
received  the  royal  allent.  The  members  qf  the  club 
were  heard  by  counlel  againft  it.  Many  doubts 
alfo  arofe  as  to  the  mode  of  punifhment.  It  \Vaa 
propofed  to  disfranchile  the  borough;  this,  how- 
ever, was  thought  too  dangerous  a  precedent  f 
others  thought  that  the  culprits  fhould  be  left  to 
the  puniftiment  of  the  law;  but^  though  there 
was  a  clear  conviction  of  their  guilt,  it  was  ^ 
matter  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  made  the  eftablifh- 
itients  of  legal  evidence  very  difficult ;  and  if 
they  efcaped  without  fome  lignal  mark  of  repro- 
bation, it  would  be  an  encouragement  to  the  moft 
barefaced  corruption,  when  the  whole  kingdom 
faw  that  it  could  be  don^with  impunity. 

The  nth  Geo.  III.  cap.  55^  recites,  in  the  pre- 
amble, that,  «  Whereas  a  wicked  and  corrupt  fo- 
cicty,  calling  itfelf  the  Qiriftian  Society,  hath,  for 
feveral  years,  fubfifted  in  the  borough  of  New  Shore- 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Suflcx,  and  conlifted  of  a 
great  majority  of  perfons,  having  a  right  to  vote  at 
eledions  of  members  to  fcrve  in  parliament  for 
tbefaid  borough;  and  whereas  it  appears  that 
[the  chief  end  of  the  inftitution  of  the  faid  fociety 
j  was  for  thepurpofe  of  felling,  from  time  tp  time, 

the 
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I  the  Teat  or  feats  in  parltamerit  ibr  (he  faid  b#« 
i  ixMgh :  and  wheresia  John  Bamctc.  Charles  Han«* . 
riington,  Thomas  Hafelgrove,  Ralph  Moor| 
Thoxtuu  Vwfims,  Thomas  Snoak,  junipr,  Tho* 
mas  Hanmhgton,  John  H^nnington,  John  Ro^. 
hinfottf  Wiliiam  Cheefman,  George  Browne, 
John  Parfimsj  John  Curl^  Frederick  Deaa,  Wil^.^ 
{iamDean,  Samad  Tuppen^  John  Sawyers^  Tho- 
fnas  Crowter,  Thomas  Pooknejr,  Jofeph  PiEdii|a% 
Jchii  Dean^  Jdhn  Whiting,  William  Stevens, 
John  Bawcomb^  Robert  Parker,  John  Hogsflefti, 
John  Purfe,  John  I^ean,  Thomas  Jennings,  Johm 
3nook Junior,  Richard  Tilftonc,  William  Turneii 
Walter  Sawyers,  Gharks  Mitchell,  John  Jarmam), 
John  Wood,  Friend  Daniel,  WiHiam  Gratvick, 
Nathaniel  Hillman,  Thomas  Roberts,  John  Aflu. 
man,  William  Cooter,  Thomas  Froft,  Michael 
Smith,  Richard  Cairver,  Michael  Durrant,  En^ery 
Churcher,  Walter  Broad,  Richard  Stoneham, 
James  Bennett,  Clement  Freeman,  William  Jupp, 
Thomas  Crowter,  John  Barnard,  James  Mitchell, 
James  Millar,  otherwife  Miller,  William  Newn- 
ham,  JefFery  Carver,  Randall  Button,  James 
Carver,  John  Martin,  John  Dedman,  fen^or, 
William  Jennings,  William  Hards,  Thorn?* 
Gear,  William  Rufbridge,  H?|iry  Robinfon,  and 

Henrf 
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Henry  Hannington,  were  members  of  the  faid 
fociety :  in  order  therefore  to  prevent  fuch  unlawful 
praftices  for  the  future,  and  that  the  faid  borough 
from  henceforth  be  duly  reprefcntedin  parliament, 
l)p  it  enadted  that  the  faid  parties  {hall  be>  and  by 
virtue  of  this  adl  are,  from  henceforth,  incapaci- 
tated, and  difabled  from  giving  any  vote  at  any 
clcdiQn  for  choofing  a  member  o^  members  to 
iervc  in  parliament.    It  is  alfo  enafted.  That  from 
henceforth  it  Ihall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
every  freeholder,  being  above  the  age  of  one  and 
twenty  years,  who  (hall  have,  within  the  rape  of 
Bramber,  in  the  faid  county  of  Suflfex,  a  freehold 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  (hillings,  to  give 
Ihis  VQte  at  pvery^ledipn  of  a  burgef?  or  burgcffcs 
I  to  fervc  in  parliament  for  th?  faid  borough  of 
J^ew  Shoreham, 

*«  And  it  is  further  enadled.  That  the  right  of 
eledion  of  a  member  or  members  to  fcrve  in  par- 
liament for  the  faid  borough  of  New  Shoreham 
Ihall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  in  fuch 
freeholders  as  aforefaid,  and  in  the  perfbns  who 
by  the  cuflprp  and  ufage  of  the  faid  borough,*  have, 
pr  Ihall  hereafter  have,  a  right  to  vote  at  fuch 
^ledlion  5  thofc  whofe  names  are  mentioned  herein, 

?n4 
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imd  incapacitated  ^qd  difabled  by  this  adf,  only 
^Bjfccptedj  ai^d  the  gqnftable,  of  other  proper 
officer  for  the  time  being,  to  whom  the  return  of 
fuch  writ  or  precept  does  belong,  is  hereby  re-, 
quired  to  return  the  pcrfon  or  perfons,  to  fervc 
in  parliament  for  the  faid  borough,  who  Ihall 
h^vp  the  major  number  of  votes  of  fucb  free- 
holders and  other  perfons  having  a  rijght  to  vote 
^t  fuch  eledion  (except  fuch  perfons  as  are  herein 
before  excepted]  ^  jny  Ja^  or  ufage  to  the  con- 
trary notwithftanding,** 

The  right  of  cledlion  being  now  extended  byj 
f he  above  a6l  to  about  twelve  l^undred  freeholders ' 
of  the  rape  of  Bramber,  the  arts  of  corruption! 
have  been  defeated,  the  borough  has  fince  bee^j 
reprefented  by  independent  country  gentkmen^l 
and  every  eledlion  has  been  conduced  with  con- ' 
ftitutional  decorum.    The  praftical  experiment 
that  has  been  tried  here  and  at  Cricklade,  pf  the 
advantages  which  would  fittci^d  5  parUamentapy 
reform,  or  even  a  fimilar  disfranchifemcnt  of  the  ^ 
corrupt  and  decayed  boroughs,  is  a  complete  re-  : 
futation  of  every  objedion  that  has  been  urged  \ 
^gainft  th^t  important  meafure.  "^ 
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Ancient  State. 

New  Shoreham,  which  took  its  rife  from\tha 
deqiy  of  dd  Shoreham^  at  prefent  a  fmall  vUkge 
to  the  nprthF-weft  of  it^  is  remarkable  for  being  the 
place  where  Ella  the  Saxon  landed,  with  fapplies 
from  Germany,  and  drove  the  inhabitants  ouo 
the  great  wood  called  Atidrefledge,  now  the 
Weald.  He  Tisd  frequent  fkirmilhps  with  thp 
Britons;  but  having  afterwards  beiieged  and 
taken  Andredchefter,  their  chief  fortrefs,  he 
pofieffed  himfelf  of  their  country^  and  eftablilhed 
^  kingdom  here. 

New  Shoreham  is  a  borough  by  prefcription^ 
it  having  fent  meml^ers  to  parliapient  everfince 
the  year  1298,  in  the  26th  year  of  ;he  reign  of 
Edward  I.  and  is  governed  by  two  conftablcs.  It 
was  formerly  a  more  confiderable  place  than  it  is 
^t  prefeat,  ^nd  h^d  ^  priory  of  Carmelite  or 
White  friars,  founded  by  Sir  John  Mpwbray, 
knight^  and  alfo  an  hofpital  (j[edicated  to  St. 
J^mes. 

This  borough  feht  anno  23  Edw*  I. 

Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

II  Geo.  III.  c.  3,  §  6*  (To  be  fublUlj  read 
hifcre  they  proceed  to  eleffion)  Is  in  fuch  frec- 
hddersy  and  in  the  perfbns  who^  by  the  cuftom 
;ind  ufage  of  the  faid  borough,  had  a  right  to  vote 
at  fach  eledUon  (fixtjr-nine  perfons  in  this  ad: 
particularly  named,  freeholders  of  the  iaid  bo« 
rough,  always  and  only  excepted), 

Returnikg  Ofvicsm. 
The  conftables. 

Number  of  Voters, 
Twelve  hundred. 


BRAMBER. 

Political  Character^ 

THIS  borough,  which  confifts  of  fix^nd-thiity 

I  miferable  thatched  cottages,  is  compofed  of  two 

jintcrfedions  of  a  ftreet,  the  upper  and  middle 

'  piirts  of  which  conftitute  the  borough  of  Steyning, 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  is  lord  of  the  manor  in 

both  places;   and  the  conftables,  who  are  the 

returning 
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returning  officers  in  each  borough,  are  chofetl  ii 
bis  courts-leet;  but  the  fix-and-tHirty  cottages^ 
which  arc  burgage-holds,  and  give  the  right  of 
voting  to  the  tenants,  are  one  half  of  them  the 
property  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  and  the  other 
of  Sir  Henry  Gough  Calthorpe,  bart.  who,  fincc 
the  year  1786,  have  each  agreed  to  fend  one 
member. 

In  1786  there  wasaconteft  between  the  twd 
proprietors  of  this  borough ;  when  a  tenant  of 
one  of  thefc  miferable  cottages  had  the  fortitude 
and  integrity  to  refifl:  the  offer  of  a  thoufand 
pounds  to  influence  his  apoftafy;  and  we  are 
happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  add,  tha^this 
fadt  is  authenticated  by  unimpeachable  author 
rity. 

Ancient  State* 

Bramberi  which  is  an  ancient  borough  by  pte^ 
fcription,  is  divided  into  tWo  parts ;  the  north 
part  joining  to  the  Steyning,  which  is  half  a  mile 
from  the  jfouth  divifion,  and  called  Brampton- 
ftrcet.  From  the  year  1298  to  1472  it  was 
joined  with  Steyning  in  the  writs  for  eleding 

bur- 
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burgefles  to  ferve  in  parliament;    fine?  which 
time  they  have  clefted  as  different  boroughs.     It ' 
is  governed  by  a  conllable,  annually  chofen  by  a 
jury  of  the  court  Jeet. 

This  borough  firft  fent  to  parliament  anno 
43  Edw.  I.  though  it  afterwards  intermitted 
fending ;  and  fometimes  fent  in  conjun(5tion  with 
Stcyning,  before  31  Hen.  VI. 

Right  op  Election. 

17031  18  Jan.  10  Mar.  1715*  i  June.  Is  in 
the  perfbns  inhabiting  houfes»  or  in  houfes  builc 
on  ancient  foundations^  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

REToaKiNQ  Officer. 
The  conftable. 

Number  of  Voters. 

Thirty-fix. 

Patrons. 

Duke  of  Rutland^  and  Sir  Henry  Gough  CaU 
^horpc,  barL 


STEYNINa 
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Political  Character* 

THIS  borough,  together  with  that  of  Braihber^ 
^onllfts  of  one  ftreet,  not, more  than  two  thirds  as 
large  as  Fetter-lane  in  London;  but  conftituting 
two  iorougbs,  with  a  right  of  fending/#«r  p^em^ 
lers  to  parliament  I !  !  They  formerly  elected  in 
conjunftion,  and  intermitted  till  3 1  Henry  VI. 
One  part  of  Biandacr  is  in  the  centre  of  the  bo- 
rough of  St^yning,  and  a  part  .of  Stey^ing  inter- 
feds.  Bramber  in  like  manner.  lAvelpped  in  the 
dark  cloud  of  l^gal  quibbje  aijid  iAtricacy,  they 
prcfent  us,  like  all  the  rotten  boroughs,  with  a 
finiftied  picture  of  political  deformity ;  irregular 
in  their  diftridls,  unintelligible  in  their  conftj^u- 
tions,  indefinite  in  their  rights,  corrupt  in  the 
cxercife  of  their  funvftions,  contradictory  in  their 
refpedive  organizations,  and  adverfe  to  the  .an- 
cient eftabliflied  principles  of  the  conftitution^ 
and  the  rights  of  men. 

The  right  of  eledion  has  been  the  fuhjedl'Of 
litigation  in  this  place  for  near  a  century,  and  has 
but  juft  received  a  final  decifiori  from  a  committee 
tfCMillitutcd  under  the  authority  of  28  Geo.  III. 

"  to 
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td  diictmint  th«  &mci  \ipbn  an  appeal  ftom  a 
Cbhttaiy  determination  the  preceding  year* 

In  1 701  the  right  was  determined  to  be  in  the 
inhabitants  paying  foot  and  iot>  and  not  receiving 
ftlms; 

In  1 7 16,  to  fee  ill  the  conftables  aill  houfc- 
holders  (inhabitants)  paying  fcot  and  lot  j 

In  179 r^  to  be  in  the  ihhabitaiits  df  ancient 
houfes,  and  hoUres  built  on  the  fcites  of  ancient 
houfes,  within  the  borough  of  Steyning,  being 
houfeholdcrs,  paying  fciJt  and  lot,  and  not  receiv- 
ing alms* 

In  1792,  the  feled  coinmittee  appointed  to  try 
and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  James 
Martin  Lloyd^  cfq.  arid  othei-s,  refolved. 

That  no  perfon  have  a  right  to  vote  at  an 
cledlion  for  members  to  ferve  in  parliameht  for 
the  borough  of  Steyningj  in  refpedt  of  any  houfeg 
within  the  borough  of  Bramber,  the  tything  of 
Bidlington,  or  the  manors  of  Charlton  or  King's 
Bams. 

Vol.  III.  F  Tha 
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The  ikid  fele<9:  coHnnittec,  at  the  fame  tiiwew 
alfo  determioed^ 

That  the  right  of  cleftion  of  members  to  fervc 
in  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Steyning,  in  the 
county  of  Suflex,  is  in  the  conftable  and  houfe- 
holders,  inhabitants  within  the  faid  borough, 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  not  receiving  ilms. 

The  houfes. built  on  ancient  foundations  are  all 
the  property  of  Sir  John  Honeywood ;  the  r^ft 
belong  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk :  and  as  thofe  of  a 
general  defcription  are  more  nuiherous,  the  rcfo- 
lutionof  1732,  repealing  that  of  1791,  changes 
the  patron,  and  gives  that  influence  to  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  which  the  former  gave  to  Sir  John 
Honeywood. 

The  rcfokition  of  1791  oufl:cd  Henry  Howiurd,, 
elq.  the  prefent  member  for  Arundel,  who  had  a 
majority  of  the  houfeholders  paying  fcot  and 
lot,  and  declared  John  Curtis,  efq.  who  had 
only  the  votes  of  tbofe  pcrfons  who  inhabited 
houles  built  on  auicient  fcundations^  duty  cieded. 

The  refolution  of  1792  eftabliflied  the  eledion 
5)f  James  Martin  Lloyd*  efq.   who  polled  the 

identical 
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identical  votes  which  were  deemed  illegal  the 
preceding  year ;  and  Mr.  Whitbf cad,  the  peti- 
tioner, toft  his  feat  by  the  fame  pretenfions  that 
Mn  Curtis  had  obtained  one« 

Thefe  contradidory  resolutions  have  been  pro- 
du<5Uve  of  the  fanie  parliamentary  inconfiftency 
which  diftinguifhed  the  borough  of  Saltafti  in  the 
laft  parliament.  Mr.  Ambler  obtained  his  feat 
for  that  place  by  the  decifion  of  a  committee  in 
178^,  againfl:  the  petition  of  Lord  Strathaven, 
and  the  fame  Mr.  Curtis,  who  has  now  fucceeded 
at  Steyning,  on  the  right  of  the  coiporation  to 
eledthe  members  for  that  borough.  In  1787, 
Mr.  Lemon,  the  petitioner,  by  the  determination 
of  a  fecond  committee  appointed  to  try  the 
fame  queftion,  fucceeded  on  the  votes  of  the  bur- 
gage-holders,  and  oufted  the  Earl  of  Morning- 
ton,  fitting  member,  who  had  been  eledled  by 
the  corporation. 

♦*  Thus  two  members  were  fitting  in  the 
<^  houfe  of  commons  at  the  fame  time,  and  for 
^  die  faime  borough,  upon  the  right  of  different 
^  defcriptions  of  ele&ors,   who  had  each  of 

Fa  *•  them 
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« them  been  deemed  ineligible  in  the  fame  par- 
'*  liamcnt.** 

This  is  cxadtly  the  cafe  with  the  reprefentativcs 
of  this  borough.  The  inhabitants  of  houfes 
built  on  ancient  foundations,  and  the  inhabitants 
in  general,  have  each  been  declared  to  have  the 
right  of  ele(3:ion  ;  and  a  member,  chofcn  by  each 
defcription  of  voters,  has  been  feated  and  ouftcd 
in  the  prefent  parliament. 

Ancient  State. 

Steyning  is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription; 
of  which  little  more  can  be  faid  than  that  it  was 
of  Ibme  note  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  when  it 
had  a  church  or  monaftry,  in  which  St.  Cudman 
was  interred.  It  had  alfo  a  priory  of  Benedicflinc 
Monks,  fubordinatc  tp  the  Abbey  of  Trinity,  at 
Fifcamp,  in  Normandy,  founded  by  King  Edward 
the  Confeffor,  and  dedicated  to  Mary  Magdalen, 
which,  at  the  diffolution  of  the  alien  priories^ 
was  given  to  the  Abbey  of  Sion,  in  Middlcfex. 

The  chief  magiilrate  of  this  borough  is  a  con- 
liable,  who  is  annually  chofen  at  the  court- 

This 
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This  place  firft  fent  to  parliament  4  Edw.  II. 
and  after  intermitted  fending  (as  Bramberhad 
ddne  before)  till  31  Hen.  VI. 

Returning  Off/cbr, 
Thcconftablp. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Abpup  one  hpndred. 

Patrons. 
Puke  of  Norfolk,  and  Sir  John  Honey  wood. 


PAST  QRINSTEAa 
Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  voting  formerly  was  allowed  to 
be,  by  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  in 
;he  inljabitants  as  well  as  burgage-holdcrs ;  but/ 
by  a  fubfequent  one  it  is  confined  tp  the  latter 
^fcriptionofperfons  only.  The  burgage-hold? ' 
here  are  in  number  thirty-fix ;  twenty-ninp  of 
which  are  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Dorfet; 
F  3  and 
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and  the  remaining  fevcn  belong  to  perfons  refi* 
ding  in  the  place.  This  minority  is  fo  inconfi. 
derable^  that  no  oppolition  can  be  made  to  the 
Duke's  intereft.  If  indeed  the  laft  refolution  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  were  refcinded,  and  the 
right  of  eledion  left  where  it  was,  previous  to 
that  determination,  an  attempt  to  Ihake  off  the 
ariftocratic  yoke,  might  then  be  as  fucCefsful  as 
it  would  be  commendable ;  but  it  would  be,  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  both  ridiculous  and 
impolitic  to  attempt  it. 

Ancient  State. 

Eaft  Grinftead,  which  is  fo  called  to  diftinguilh 
it  from  another  town  of  the  fame  name,  about 
ten  miles  fouth-wcft  of  it,  called  Weft  Grinftead, 
is  thirty  miles  fouth  of  London,  and  a  borough  by 
prefcription  5  having  fent  burgefles  to  parliament 
cverfince  the  year  1307,  the  firft  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  Edward  II. 

Jt  is  governed  by  a  bailiffi  chofen  by  the 
burgage^holders  at  the  annual  court  of  the  Duke 
of  Dorfet,  who  is  lord  of  the  borough,  and  h 
returned  by  the  ftcward  of  the  court. 

The 
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The  county  aflizet  are  generally  held  here. 
John  Sackville^  earl  of  Dorletj  in  the  reign  of 
King  James  !•  built  an  hofpital  here»  and  en* 
dowed  it  with  330L  a  year,  for  the  fupport  of 
thirty-one  poor  peribns  of  diis  town. 

The  firfl  return  of  this  borough  is  anno  i  Ed-. 
ward  IL 

Right  of  Election. 
1679^  April  7*  Being  an  ancient  borwgh  by 
prefcription^    tbt   inhabitants,  as   well  as   the 
burgage-holders  of  the  faid  borough,  have  a  right 
to  vot«  in  eledions. 

1695,  Feb.  9.  Is  not  in  the  burgage-holdcrs* 
and  inhabitanits  of  the  faid  borough. 

Is  in  the  burgage*holders  only. 

NUMBEK   OP  VOTBRS. 

Thirty.fix, 

RETUR19JNG   OfFICSE. 

The  bailiff 

Patron. 
Duke  of  Dorfet. 

F  4  ARUNDEt, 
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ARUNDEL. 


Political  Character. 

THIS  borough  was  under  the  influence  of  Sir 
George  Colebrooke,  in  the  days  of  his  affluence ; 
fince  which  time  its  reprcfentation  has  been  an 
;  an  ohjeSt  of  conteft,  till  1784,  when  an  agree- 
ment took  place  between  the  eleftors  and  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  whofe  ancient  and  venerable 
caftlc  is  near  the  town,  that  each  party  fhould 
name  one  of  its  members.  The  corporation  arc 
in  the  intcrcft  of  the  Duke,  M'ho  has  likewifc 
built  a  magnificent  inn,  and  has  a  confiderablq 
property  in  this  borough  and  its  neighbour- 
hood. 

In  1780  a  petition  being  prefented  to  the  houfe 
of  commons  by  the  Hon.  Percy  Charles  Wyndham, 
complaining  of  the  undue  eledlion  and  return  of 
Sir  Patrick  C^rauford,  knt.  and  Thomas  Fitz- 
herbert,  efq.  a  committee  was  appointed  on 
the  6th  of  March,  17  81,  to  try  the  merits  of  the 
fame;  when  it  appeared  in  evidence,  that  a  Ibciety 
exiftcd  in  this  borough,  under  the  name  of  the 

Malt-hou(e 
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f^alc-houfe  Club,  limiiar,  in  its  inftitution  and 
,  pradirices,  to  the  Chriiltan  Club  at  Shoreham  i 
1  aAd  that  the  perfons  whocompofed  thi$  club  ha4 
J  adlually  received  thirty  guineas  9  man  for  giving 
their  votos  at  the  preceding  election*  The  evi« 
dence  did  not  extend  to  the  incapacitation  of  both 
tiie  members.  Mr.  Fitzherbert  was  included  ia^ 
the  allegations  of  the  petition^  but  not  in  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  committee,  who  reported  to  the 
houfe,  on  the  i2thofMarch»  i78i> 

That  Thomas  Fitzherbert,  elq.  was  dulf 
dcdled* 

That  Sir  Patrick  Crauford,  knt.  was  not  duly 
ekaed. 

That  the  Hon.  Percy  Charles  Wyndham,  the 
petippner^  was  not  duly  elefted. 

A  new  writ  was  accordingly  ilTued,  when  Peter 
William  Baker,  ^fq.  was  unanimoufly  chofen  to 
fupply  tte  vacancy. 

The  prefent  members  are,  Henry  Howard,  efq. 
a  relation  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Sir  George 
Thomas,  bait,  of  Dale-Park,  near  this  borough* 

Ancient 
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Amcijsnt  State. 
Arundel^  which  is  £o  called  fiom  its  fituation 
in  a  dale  or  valley,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Arun» 
is  pleafantly  feated  on  the  fide  of  a  kill,  eight 
miles  eaft  of  Chichefler,  and  fifty^five  fouth-weft 
by  ibuth  of  London.  The  firft  account  ynt  have 
of  this  town  is  in  Kii^  Alfred's  will»  in  which  he 
beftows  it  on  Athelpi,  his  brother's  fotu  Some 
vill  have  it  to  have  be€;n  the  Portus  Arundi  of 
the  Romans ;  but  this  opinion  does  not  appear 
to  be  countenanced  by  any  good  authority.  It 
was  famous  in  (he  time  ^i  the  Saxons  for  its  caftle, 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  a  mile  in  compafs, 
and  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to 
Kogbr  de  Montgomery  his  kinfman^  who  repaired 
it.  One  of  his  defcendants  forfeited  it,  by  er^r 
gaging  in  a  rebellion  againft  King  Henry  L  Adc^ 
liza,  that  prince's  confort,  had  it  in  dower;  and 
her  fecond  hufband,  William  de  AMl|||i|  defended 
it  againft  King  Stephen,  in  favour  orWe  Empr^fi 
Maud,  who,  to  recompence  his  /ervices,  created 
him  Earl  of  Arundel,  which  title  is,  in  limits* 
tion,  different  from  others ;  that  honour  being  fo 
annexed,  that  whofoever  is  pofleffed  of  this  caftle 
and  feignory  is,  without  creation.  Earl  of  Arundel, 
From  the  Albani,  it  dcfcended  by  marriage  to 
the  Fitz- Alans  i  and  from  them,  in  the  year  1579, 

it 
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h  vmm,  with  the  heircfs  of  that  family^  to  ThoiBW 
Howard^  duke  of  Norfolk. 

In  the  civil  warn  this  cafllc  was  tbdu^  to  \k 
of  confidcrable  impoptance^  which  occaiioofid  n 
great  contentioi)  between  the  king  and  pidia»i 
ment,  who  fhould  be  mafters  of  it.  It  was  firft 
fiimmoned  hy  Lord  Hoptoiv  who  obliged  k  to 
fiirrcnder  in  three  days  time ;  but  Walkr  omrdi^ 
ing  from  London  widi  confidcrable  forces,  bott 
up  Lord  Hopton*s  quarters  by  the  way,  and  then 
inarching  to  Arundel  caftle,  foon  retook  it,  and 
allowed  the  garrifon  quarter.  It  is  ftill  ftaadiag. 
though  far  irom  beii^  perfeA  in  every  part ;  it  U 
however  in  a  good  condition^  and  H  one  of  the  fe^^ 
of  the  family  of  Howard,  earls  of  Artfodd  and 
dukes  of  Norfolk^ 

In  St.  Nicholas's  church  at  Arundel  was  a  cell 
of  four  Black  Canons,  fubjed:  to  the  monaftry  of 
See^  in  Normandy,  fuppofed  to  have  been  founded 
by  Roger  de  Montgomery,  earl  of  Arundel,  ia 
the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror;  but  in  the 
time  of  Richard  II.  it  was  abolifhed ,-  and  the 
church  made  collegiate.  Upon  the  diflblution 
of  this  college,  it  was  endowed  with  a  revenue, 
which  was  then  valued  at  263I.  14s.  9d.  a  year 

la 
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In  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  here  was  a  hoiife  of 
Black  Friars ;  and  in  the  reign  df  Richard  II.  m 
hofpital  was  founded  by  Richard,  Earl  of  Arundel, 
which  was  dedicated  to  the  Trinity,  and  endowtd 
at  the  fuppreifion  with  the  annual  revenue  of  i^h 
58.  ad, 

Arundel  is  a  borough  |jy  prcfcription,  and  has 
lent  members  to  parliament  ever  fince  the  twenty* 
third  year  of  King  Edward  L 

CORPORATIOK* 

It  is  governed,  under  a  charter  of  Queen  £lita-» 
beth,  by  a  mayor,  and  twelve  burgeffcs.  The 
mayor  is  annually  chofen,  and  is  judge  at  a  courts 
Icet  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  held  every  three 
weeks.  He  has  the  authority  of  a  jufticc  of  the 
peace,  though  he  feldom  executes  the  office ;  he 
appoints  colledors  of  the  packa^  and  ftalfc^e, 
ale-conners,  and  flcfh-tafters ;  and  no  writ  can  be 
executed  within  the  borough  without  his  permif* 
fion. 

Right  of  Election. 
1693,  Feb.  22.    Is  only  in  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  borough  paying  fcot  and  lot. 
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Number  of  Voters* 
About  one  hundred  and  ninety. 

Retcrning  Officer. 

The  mayor* 

Patron* 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk,  partially. 


WARWICK  COUNTY. 

THIS  county,  from  the  opulence  and  eictent 
of  ks  manufiuftories,  is  independent  in  a 
great  degree  of  ariftocnitic  controul ;  but  it  hat 
been  the  laft  in  the  kingdom  to  emancips^e  itfeif 
from  high  church  bigotry,  and  that  (jpirit  of  per- 
lecution,  which,  in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of 
learning  and  fcicnce,  is  now  becoming  exploded 
in  every  part  of  Europe. 

The  late  difgracefol  riots  in  this  county,  and 
thofe  of  June  1780,  is  a  humiliating  proof  to  the 
people  of  this  country  that  they  do  not  take  the 
lead  in  the  extindion  of  prejudice,  or  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  literature,  the  infeparable  compo-^ 
iiions  of  each  other's  progrefs. 

The? 
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The  town  of  Birmingham,  from  its  extent  and 
population,  has  fufficient  weight  to  return  one  of 
the  county  reprefentativcs,  which  the  people  of 
that  place  never  fail  to  avail  themfelves  of,  not- 
withftanding  the  indifference  that  is  afi'edted  to  be 
fliewn  by  fome  leading  individuals,  to  the  advan- 
tages they  would  derive  from  a  perfcft  reprefcn- 

tation. 

Ancient  State. 
This  county,  which  received  its  name  from  War* 
wick,  the  county-town,  is  bounded  on  the  north  . 
by  Staffordfhire  and  Leicefterlhire ;  on  the  eafl:, 
by  Leiccfterfhire,  Northamptonihire,  and  part  of 
Oxfordftiire ;  on  the  fouth,  by  the  laft-mentioned 
county  and  Gloucefterfhire ;  and  on  the  weft,  by 
Gloucefterlhire,   Worcefterlhirc,   and    Stafford- 
fhire;   extending  in  length   thirty-three  nules, 
tMrenty-llx  in  breadth,    and   one   hundred  and 
twenty-two  miles  in  circumference. 

This  is  one  of  the  five  counties  which,  at  the 
arrrival  of  the  Romans,  were  inhabited  by  the 
Cornavii.  It  contains  nuny  Roman  antiquities, 
jjarticularly  two  of  their  military  ways,  namely^ 
Walting-ftpcet,  and  the  Foflc-way.^  The  for- 
mer divide*  the  north-caft  part  of  the  county  from 
Leicefterfhire,  taking  its  courfe  from  the  coaft  ot* 

Kent, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


WARWICK      TOWK«  79 

Kent^  througH  London^  and  by  Northampton-- 
fhirCi  to  this  county,  from  whence  it  extends  to 
York,  and  the  Pi^Sb  wall.  The  Foffe-way  enters 
the  north^eaft  fide  at  High-crofs,  and»  ruxming 
foitth  by  weft,  palles  out  at  a  place  called  Stretton, 
into  Gloucefterlhire.  Under  the  Saxon  hep- 
tarchy it  f<«tied  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Mercia. 

Warwickfliire  is  divided  into  five  hundreds^ 
containing  one  city,  and  thirteen  market-towns^ 
viz.  the  city  of  Coventry,  Atherfton,  Aulceftcr^ 
Birmingham,  Bitford,  Colefhill,  Henley,  Kiae- 
ton,  Nuneaton,  Rugby,  Southam,  Str^tford^ 
Sutton-Cofield,  and  Warwick.  It  lies  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  partly  in  the  diocefe  of 
Litchfield  and  Coventry,  and  partly  in  that  of 
Worcefler;  and  has  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
parifhes.  It  fends  fix  members  to  parliament; 
namely,  two  knights  of  the  fhite  for  the  county, 
two  citizens  for  the  city  of  Coventry,  and  tM'o  bur- 
gefTes  for  the  town  of  Warwick. 


Warwick  town. 


THE  tig^  of  eleftion  in  this  borough,  accord- 
ing to  the  firfl  refolution  of  the  houie  of  com- 

2  Itisj^.y^ 
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mons^  was  in  the  dommonalty,  which  in  the  cife^ 
of  Colchefter,  Bofton,  Bridpott,  and  thii  place^ 
has.  been  explained  to  be  houfekeepers  paying 
fcot  and  lot;  though,  in  the  cafe  of  Pool^  the  fatne 
word  was  defined  to  be  the  feled  burgefles  only. 
There  have  been  frequent  ftruggles  here  for  fu- 
periority  between  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  6f  War- 
wick-caftle,  adjoining  to  this  town,  and  the  inde-« 
pendent  party.  In  1780,  and  in  1784,  the  Hon. 
C.  F.  Greville,and  Robert  Ladbrokc,  efq.  were  re^ 
turned  to  reprefent  this  town  in  parliament,  in  op- 
pofition  to  his  Lord(hip*s  intcrelh  At  the  laft  ge- 
neral eledion,  however,  in  1790,  thofe  gentlemen 
conceived  that  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  influence  had 
incrcafed  to  a  great  degree;  in  cohfcqlience  of 
which  they  were  induced  to  decline  an  oppo- 
fition  to  it,  which  would  have  been  attended  with 
the  certainty  of  much  expence,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  being  finally  fuccefsfuU  Lofd  Ardcii, 
and  Henry  Gage,  efq.  now  Lord  Vifcount  Gage, 
both  in  the  Earl's  intereft,  were  returned  without 
a  contefl.  Lh)on  Mr.  Gage's  fucceeding  to  his 
uncle's*  title,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Villiers  was  pro- 
pofcd  by  his  Lordfhip's  friends;  and  Mr.  Knight, 
by  the  independent  party.  Mr.  Villiers  obtained 
a  majority  on  the  poll  over  Mr.  Knight  of  nearly  . 

.  #  two 
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two  to  one.  The  latter  gentleman  has  petitioned 
parliament,  in  which  he  complains  of  the  undue 
influence  which  had  been  ufed  againft  him  at  the 
time  of  eledtion,  &c.  but  the  merits  of  it  have 
not  as  yet  come  on  to  be  heard  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  houfe. 

Ancient  State. 

Warwick,  which  is  nine  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
Coventry,  was  called  by  the  ancient  Britons 
Caer  Guaruic,  and  iil  the  Saxon,  Warringwic. 
Some  derive  its  name  from  Waremund,  the  father 
ofOffa,  king  of  the  Mercians,  and  others  from 
Guarth,  a  Britilh  word,  which  fignifies  a  fortrefs. 
It  is  the  chief  town  in  the  county,  from  which 
Warwick{hire  takes  its  name,  and  is  feated  on  a 
rocky  afcent  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Avon, 
at  the  diftance  of  eighty-four  miles  north-weft  of 
London,  where  a  way  is  cut  to  it  through  the 
rock,  from  each  of  the  four  cardinal  points.  Some 
have  aflerted  that  Warwick  was  built  by  Kim- 
beline,  one  of  the  Britilh  kings,  cotemporary 
with  our  Saviour.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  almoft 
dcftroyed  by  the  Pifts  and  Scots,. and  that  it  lay 
fome  time  in  ruins,  till  it  was  rebuilt  by  Carac- 
tacus,  who  eredcd  a  palace  here.     About  this 

Vol,  III.  'VV^G/wj.  time 
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time  the  Romans^  under  the  condud  of  Oftorius^ 
extending  their  conquefts  in  Britain^  built  feveral 
forts  and  garrifons  on  the  river  Avon,  among 
which  Camden  fuppofes  one  was  at  this  town,  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  Praefidium.  It 
was,  however,  again  almoft  deftroyed  and  laid 
wafte,  till  it  was  repaired  by  Conftantine,  the 
father  of  liter  Pendragori ;  but  he  being  flain  by 
the  Pifts,  in  one  of  their  incurfions,  the  town 
was  again  ruined,  and  was  at  length  reftored  by 
a  Britifh  prince.  After  this  it  began  to  flourifli ; 
and  Dubritius  made  it  an  epifcopal  fee,  appoint- 
ing a  church,  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  to  be  his 
cathedral.  When  the  Saxons  came  over,  they 
ravaged  the  country  as  they  went  along,  and 
caufed  the  bifhop  to  fly  for  fafety  into  Wales.  By 
the  wars  which  followed,  t}m  town  was  again  laid 
in  ruins.  Some  time  after,  king  Warramond, 
from  whom  the  kings  of  Mercia  defcendcd,  rc^ 
built  the  town,  and  called  it  Warra-wic,  after 
his  own  name ;  after  which  it  was  again  deftroyed 
by  the  Danes,  and  repaired  by  the  lady  Ethcl- 
fleda,  whtf,  about  the  year  915,  built  a  forti- 
fication for  its  defence,  and  called  it  the  Dun-i 
geon. 

The 
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.  The  Norman  conqueror,  after  his  vidtory  at 
Haftings,  erected  many  ftrong  caftles  for  his  own 
fecurity,  of  which  this  was  none  of  the  meaneft, 
and,  when  finiflied,  committed  it  to  the  cuftody 
of  Henry  de  Newbery,  earl  of  Warwick.  To- 
wards tht  end  of  King  Stephen's  reign,  Henry, 
duke  of  Normandy^  arriving  in  England,  the 
tountefs  Gundred  expelled  the  king's  foldicrs, 
and  irefigned  this  caftle  to  the  duke,  who  was 
Toon  after  made  king  of  England,  by  the  name 
of  Henry  II.  (juy  de  Beauchamp,  earl  of  War- 
wick, and  governor  of  this  caftle,  dying  in  the 
ninth  year  of  King  Edward  II.  was  fucceeded  by 
his  fon  Thomas,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  HI. 
rebuilt  the  outer  wall  of  the  caftle,  and  ercifted 
feveral  towers  ;  but  that  at  the  north-eaft  comer, 
called  Guy's  tower,  was  eredled  by  Thomas,  earl 
of  Warwick,  in  the  feventeehth  year  of  King 
Richard  the  Second's  reign.  At  length  George 
duke  of  Clarence  was  made  governor  of  this  caftle; 
at  whofe  death,  it  being  feized  into  the  king's 
hands,  it  continued  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  crown 
till  the  feventeenth  year  of  Henry  VII.  when 
Edward  Belknap,  ofquire,  of  the  body  to  the  king, 
was  made  conftable.  In  ,the  firft  year  of  Ed- 
ward VI.  John  Dudley  was  advanced  to,  the 
earldom  of  Warwick  ;  but  upon  his  attainder, 
G  2 
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in  the  firft  of  Queen  Mary,  this  caftle  efcheatcd 
to  the  crown.  Queen  Elizabeth  gave  it  to  Sir 
Andrew  Dudley,  earl  of  Warwick ;  but,  for  want 
of  heirs,,  it  again  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  was 
beftowed  by  King  James  I.  on  Sir  Fulke  Grevillc 
in  fee.  It  was  at  that  time  made  ufe  of  as  the 
county-gaol;  but  Sir  Fulke,  at  the  expence  of 
ao,oool.  rendered  it  a  moft  beautiful  ftrudure. 
In  the  caftle  are  Ihown  the  fword  and  accoutre- 
ments of  the  famous  Guy,  earl  of  Warwick,  who 
is  thought  to  have  lived  in  the  time  of  King 
Athclftan,  and  whofe  exploits  are  related  with 
fueh  romantic  circumftances,  that  the  whole  arc 
generally  deemed  fabulous. 

On  the  5  th  of  September,  1694,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  town  was  reduced  to  allies,  and  the 
damages  fuftained  were  computed  at  about 
ioo,oool.  but  it  was  foon  rebuilt  in  a  handfomc 
manner,  and  is  now  a  fine  populous  town. 

When  the  Normans  came  over,  it  was  only  a 
borough,  containing  two  hundred  and  fixty-onc 
houfes,  of  which  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
belonged  to  the  king,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve 
to  the  barons. 

This  borough  fent  members  ab  origine. 

COR^ 
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Corporation. 
This  is  a  very  ancient  corporation,  being  made 
a  mayor  town  by  Queen  Mary,  in  the  year  1554, 
and  re-incorporated  by  King  Charles  11.  under 
whofe  charter  it  is  at  prefent  governed  by  a 
mayor,  a  recorder,  twelve  aldermen  or  brethren, 
and  twenty-four  burgefles  or  common-council* 
men. 

The  county  aflizcs  and  general  quarter-fcffions 
are  held  in  this  town. 

Right  of  Election. 

1628,  3  May.  Is  in  the  commonalty  of  the 
laid  town. 

1722,  31  Jan.  Is  in  fuch  perfons  only  as  pay 
to  church  and  poor  in  the  faid  borough. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  five  hundred. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron, 
The  Earl  of  Warwick. 

G  3  COVENTRY. 
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COVENTRY, 

Political  Character^ 

A  SINGULAR  cafe  occurred  at  the  eledlion  fop 
this  city  in  1780.  Mr.  Roe  Yeo  and  Mr.  HoU 
royd  were  candidates  in  the  intereft  of  admi- 
niftration ;  and  Sir  Thomas  Halifax  and  Thomas 
Rogers,  efq.  were  fupported  by  the  corporation 
of  Coventry,  in  oppofitian  to  thofe  gentlemen. 
On  the  9th  day  of  September  the  eledion  com- 
menced, and  the  poll  was  opened  and  condudled 
in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner  for  about  the 
fpace  of  half  an  hour,  when  upwards  of  five 
hundred  perfons,  who  were  not  freemen  or  in- 
habitants of  this  city,  tumultuoufly  affembled  to- 
gether at  the  place  of  eledion,  with  a  blue  flag 
carried  before  them,  and  having  blue  and  white 
cockades  in  their  hats,  the  badges  by  which  the 
party  of  Roe  Yeo  and  Holroyd  were  diftinguifhed^ 
and  there  beat  and  ill  treated  all  the  eledors  who 
came  to  vote  for  Halifax  and  Rogers,  and  fo  im- 
peded and  obftrufted  the  voters,  that  the  fherifFs 
adjourned  the  poll  to  the  Monday  following,  being 
the  eleventh  of  the  faid  month  of  September,  and 
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ccmtinued  the  fame  by  divers  adjournments,  from 
day  to  day,  to  the  1 8th  of  the  faid  month,  in 
order  that  the  faid  eleftion  might  be  nude  ;  but 
the  poll  was  impeded,  from  time  to  time,  by  like  | 
tumults  and  aflaults ;  and  though  the  magiftrates 
had  appointed  two  hundred  and  thirty  additional 
conftables  to  preferve  the  peace,  and  to  open  a 
free  accefs  for  the  voters  on  both  fides  to  come 
and  poll,  yet  no  more  than  eighty-three,  out  of 
two  thoufand,  could  give  their  votes  :  for  which 
Tcsifon  the  fherifFs  could  not  caufe  to  be  eleded 
two  citizens,  according  to  the  form  and  effcdl  of  J 
fhe  writ. 

The  IherifFs  having  certified  the  above  to  th# 
houfe  of  commons,  on  the  fixth  day  of  No- 
vember following,  they  were  ordered  to  attend 
the  houfe  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  month, 

A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Halifax,  and  Thomas 
Rogers,  efq.  of  fimilar  import,  was  prefented  10 
the  houfe  on  the  20th  of  the  fame  month ;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  the 
lame  day  that  the  flierifFs  were  to  attend ;  as  was 
another  petition  of  certain  eledors  in  the  intercft 
of  Sir  Thomas  Halifax  and  Mr.  Rogers. 
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A  peiition  of  Edward  Roe  Yeo,  efq.  and  John 
Baker  Holroyd,  efq.  was  alfo  prefented  on  the 
fame  day,  ftating,  that  the  IherifFs,  who  are 
chofen  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  were  the 
declared  friends  and  partifans  of  their  opponents. 
Sir  Thomas  Halifax,  and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq. 
had  (hewn  the  moft  flagrant  partiality  to  thofc 
gentlemen,  by  conftruding  the  poll-booth  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  allow  a  commodious  accefs^ 
through  the  mayor's  parlour,  to  the  voters  in  the 
intereft  of  Halifax  and  Rogers,  while  the  agents 
and  friends  of  the  petitioner  were  obliged  to 
afcend  by  a  ladder ;  and  enumerating  a  variety  of 
other  charges,  to  Ihew  the  grofs  partiality  and 
illegal  condud:  of  the  (herilFs, 

This  petition  wa§  alfo  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
confideration  with  all  the  former.  A  new  writ 
having  been  ifTued  on  the  aid  Nov.  following, 
petitions  were  again  prefented  from  Mr.  Roe 
Yeo,  and  Mr.  Holroyd,  complaining,  that  in  the 
interval  of  time  between  the  general  eledion  and 
the  29rh  day  of  November,  when  a  fecond  elec- 
tfon  was  had  in  purfuance  of  the  above  writ,  a 
great  number  of  freemen  were  illegally  admitted 
to  the  frcedgm  of  the  faid  city,  who  had  no  right 

to 
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to  fuch  freedom,  and  without  paying  the  ufual 
fees  on  admiffion,  on  condition  of  their  under- 
taking to  vote,  at  the  faid  election,  for  Sir  Thomas 
Halifax,  and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq.  and  that  a 
great  number  of  perfons  duly  intitled  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  freedom  of  the  faid  city,  demanded 
in  the  ufual  manner  to  be  fo  admitted,  being  read/ 
to  produce  the  evidence  of  their  titles,  and  to  pay 
the  ufual  fees,  but  were  rcfufed  to  be  admitted,  be- 
caufe  they  were  believed  to  be  in  the  intereft  of  the 
petitioners ;  and  that,  at  the  faid  laft  eledion,  after 
the  poll  had  lafte  near  three  weeks,  almoft  all 
the  legal  freemen  having  then  voted,  and  when 
it  was  known  that  there  would  be  a  large  majority 
of  votes  in  favour  of  the  petitioners,  a  great 
number  of  perfons  were,  on  Monday  the  x  8th, 
and  We(^nefday  the  20th  of  December  laft,  in  a 
fraudulent  and  cland^ne.  n^anner,  admitted  to 
the  freedom  of  the  faid  city,  although  the  faid 
perfons  had  no  title  to  fuch  freedom,  and  were 
known,  by  the  members  of  the  corporation^  who 
compofed  the  council-chamber^r  at  which  they 
were  adipitted,  to  have  no  title,  and  without  pay- 
ing the  accuftomed  fees,  or  any  fees,  on  condition 
of  their  voting  for  the  faid  Sir  Thomas  Halifax^ 
and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq. 

The 
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The  above  petition  alfo  contained  the  ufual 
allegations  of  the  returning  officers,  admitting 
thefc  freemen  to  poll,  who  were  not  duly  qua- 
lified, and  reje<9:ing  others  who  were  fo  qualified  ; 
and  of  the  faid  candidates,  Sir  Thomas  Halifax, 
and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq.  having,  by  theinfelves, 
or  ajgents,  been  guilty  pf  bribery,  &c, 

A  fimilar  petition  was  prcfented  from  feveral 
of  the  freemen  in  thic  intereft  of  Mr.  Roe  Yeo 
and  Mr.  Holroyd,  which  were  both  ordered  to 
be  taken  into  confideratioh  pn  Thurfday  the  15th 
day  of  February,  1781. 

On  the  3 1  ft  of  January,  1 7  8 1 ,  Thomas  Noxon 
and  Thomas  Butler,  late  IherifFs  of  Coventry^ 
were  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  had  leave  to  be  heard  by  counfcl  in  their  juf- 
tification. 


A  pedtiofl  of  Edward  Roe  Yeo,  efq.  and  John 
Baker  Holroyd  (now  Lord  Sheffield,  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland),  and  alfo  of  feveral  freemen 
of  the  city  of  Coventry,  on  behalf  of  themfelves 
and  others,  complaining  of  the  condudt  of  the 
faid  fherifFs,  being  read  to  the    faid  Thomas 

Noxon, 
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Noxon  and  Thomas  Butler,  leave  was  given  them 
to  be  heard  by  counfel  againfl:  the  charges  in  the 
faid  petition,  and  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners 
ordered  to  proceed  in  fupport  of  the  allegations 
pf  their  petition. 

Orders  were  made  for  fixty-nine  witneflTes  to 
jittend  in  fupport  of  the  charges  againft  the 
IherifFs ;  and  the  matter  had  a  full  inveftigation, 
^fter  various  adjournments,  pn  the  15  th  of 
March,  1781  ;  when  the  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Thomi^s  Noxoa 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Butler,  late  IherifFs  of  the  city 
of  Coventry,  and  for  taking  into  further  confide- 
ration  the  feveral  petitions  prefented  to  this 
houfe  upon  the  20th  day  of  November  laft,  re- 
lating fo  the  refum  iijiade  by  the  faid  Iheriffs  at 
the  laft  general  eledif^ ;  .,^. .,  1 

The  faid  Iheriffs,  and  the  counfel  for  Lord 
Sheffield  and  Mr.  Roe  Yeo,  ^nd  for  the  feveral 
freemen  of  the  city  of  Coventry^  whp  have  pe- 
titioned this  houfe,  complaining  of  the  condudt 
of  the  faid  fheriffs,  were  called  in ; 

And  the  fheriffs  acquainted  the  houfe,  That 
the  counfel  they  had  applied  to  had  not  time  to 
prepare  himfelf  to  undertake  their  defence. 

Then 
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Then  one  of  the  counfel  for  Lord  Sheffield 
and  Mr.  Roe  Yeo,  and  for  the  feveral  freemen  of 
the  city  of  Coventry,  who  have  petitioned  this 
houfe,  coinplaining  of  the  condud:  of  the  faid 
flieriffs,  fummed  up  their  evidence ; 

And  the  IherifFs  being  alked  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
what  they  had  to  fay  in  juftification  of  their  not 
having  made  any  return  of  inembers  to  ferve  in 
parliament,  at  the  laft  general  ele&ion ;  and  in 
anfwer  to  the  matters  charged  againft  them  in  the 
petitions  of  Lord  Sheffield  and  Mr.  Roe  Yeo,  and 
of  the  feveral  freemen  of  the  city  of  Coventry, 
who  have  petitioned  this  houfe^  complaining  of 
their  condud ; 

The  faid  IherifFs  were  heard ;  and,  having  dc. 
fired  that  their  under-fherifF,  who  attended  as  their 
agent,  might  examine  the  witneffes  who  had  been 
ordered  to  attend  this  houfe  on  their  behalf; 

The  faid  agent  was  called  in ;  and,  at  the  bar, 
examined  the  feveral  witneffes  who  were  attending, 
in  juftification  of  the  condud  of  the  Iheriffs. 

And  the  faid  agent,  having  fubmitted  to  the 
houfe.  That  the  faid  fheriffs  had  Hill  feveral  other 
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witnefles,  but  that  they  were  now  at  Coventry, 
and  that  they  therefore  defired  further  time,  in 
in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  to  fummon  the 
faid  witnefles ; 

The  faid  (herifFs  and  their  agent,  and  the  faid 
counfel,  were  directed  to  withdraw. 

And  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  queftion 
being  put,  "  That  the  further  attendance  of  the 
"  faid  fherifFs,  and  the  further  confidcration  of 
•*  the  fevcral  petitions  relative  to  the  return  made 
"  by  them  for  the  city  of  Coventry,  at  the  laft 
"  general  eledlion,  be  adjourned  till  this  day 
"  fe'nnight;'* 

It  pafled  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  faid  fheriffs  and  their  agent,  and  the 
faid  counfel,  were  again  called  in ;  ,^   . 

And  the  IherifFs  having  acquainted  the  houfe^ 
that  they  had  not  any  other  witnefles  to  produce. 

The  faid  flierifts  and  their  agent,  and  the  faid 
counfel,  were  again  direcflcd  to  withdraw. 
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Refohed^  "  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe,  that 
"  at  the  laft  general  election  of  citizens  to 
"  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Co-^ 
*'  ventry^  Thomas  Noxon  and  Thomas  But- 
«  ler,  the  IherifFs,  who  were  the  returning 
"  officers  at  the  faid  eledion,  wete  not  pre- 
"  vented,  by  riots  or  otherwife,  from  making 
**  a  return  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament 
"  for  the  fdd  city  :*• 

Re/ohedy  nem.  con.  "  That  the  faid  Thomas 
'•  Noxon  and  Thomas  Butler,  late  IherifFs  of 
**  the  faid  city  of  Coventry,  not  having  made 
^  any  return  of  members  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
**  ment,  at  the  late  general  eledion,  for  the 
'*  faid  city^  are  thereby  guilty  of  a  high  vio- 
*'  lation  of  the  law^  and  a  grofs  breach  of 
"  the  privileges  of  this  houfe/* 

« 
A  ttioddn  was  ftiade,  and  the  queftion  being 

propoied,  "  That  the  faid  Thomas  Noxon  and 

•*  Thomas  Butler  be,  for  their  faid  offence,  com- 

•*  mitted  to  his  majefty's  gaol  of  Newgate,  and 

"  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  iffue  his  warrants  accord- 

•*  ingly  r 
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An  amendment  was  propofed  to  be  made  to 
the  queftionj  by  leaving  out  the  words,  "  his 
««  majefty's  gaol  of  Newgate/'  and  inferting  the 
words,  **  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms  at- 
«  tending  this  houfe,"  inftead  thereof. 

And  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  words 
««  his  majcftys  gaol  of  Newgate,"  ftand  part  of. 
the  queftion  j 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  the  main  queftion  being  put; 

Orderedy  *'  That  the  faid  Thomas  Noxon  and 
«*  Thomas  Butler,  be,  for  their  faid  offence, 
"  committed  to  his  majefty's  gaol  of  New- 
'«  gate ;  and  that  Mr,  Speaker  do  ifliic  his 
**  warrants  accordingly." 

On  the  26th  day  of  March  the  faid  flicrHFs 
prefented  a  petition  to  the  houfe,  fetting  forth 
that  they  had  been  found  guilty  of  a  high  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  and  a  grofs  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  houfe,  for  not  having  made  any  re- 
turn of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  at  the  laft 

general 
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general  cledion  for  the  city  of  Coventry ;  and 
that  they  were  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  great 
offence  they  had  been  guilty  of,  and  humbly 
begged  pardon  of  the  houfe  for  the  fame. 

They  were  accordingly  ordered  to  be  brought 
op  to  the  bar  the  next  day,  when  they  were  re- 
primanded by  the  fpeaker^  and  difcharged. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  on  the  I5t!i  of 
February,  to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Roe  Yeo  and  Lord  Sheffield,  againft  the 
return  of  Sir  Thomas  Halifax,  and  Thomas 
Rogers,  efq.  who  reported,  on  the  27th  of  the 
faid  month,  that  the  petitioners  were  duly  eledled. 

Mr.  Elwes,  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
alfo  reported,  "  That  it  appeared,  that  much 
«'  partiality  and  fraud  was  ufed  in  theadmiiBon  of 
**  perfons  to  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Coventry, 
««  during  the  laft  eledion  in  that  city.  The  com- 
*^mittee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  ex- 
**  pedient,  in  order  to  prevent  the  like  fraudulent 
•'pradlicefor  the  future,  that  a  bill  fhould  be 
•'  brought  in  for  that  purpofc." 

A  bill 
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A  bill  Was  accordingly  brought  in,  on  the  i2th 
of  March,  for  better  regulating  eleftions  of  ci- 
tizens to  fit  in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Coventry; 
which  was  palTed  into  a  law  on  the  14th  of  May, 
and  received  the  royal  affent  on  the  5  th  of  July 
following! 

This  city  is  not  under  immediate  influence,  I 
and  might  be  perfectly  independent  in  the  choice  / 
of  its  members,  if  the  prefent  deftrudlive  mode  | 
of  treating  was  abolilhed. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  cafe  of  Hindon 

affords  us  the  only  inftance,  in  the  prefent  reign, 

of  a  profecution  being  ordered  by  the  houfe  of 

commons  againft  any  candidate  for  bribery ;  and 

that  the  Coventry  cafe  is  the  only  one  which  occurs, 

in  the  fame  period  of  time,  of  a  returning  officer 

being  punifhed   for  partiality.     In   both  c^fes  J 

the  parties  were  in  oppolition  to  government. 

»  - 
Ancient^  State. 

Coventry  is,  in  fome  writings,  called  Coventria, 
from  a  rich  convent  which  formerly  ftood  there  ; 
but  others  are  of  opinion,  that  it  was  derived 
from  Cucntford,  the  name  of -a  rivulet  now  called 

yoi^  III.  H  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^9  COVfiliTTRY* 

the  Shcrburn,  which  runs  through  the  city.  It  is 
fituated  ninety  miles  north-weft  of  London,  has 
enjoyed  many  privileges  and  immunities  frotti 
ftveral  of  our  kings,  and  is,  jointly  with  the  city 
of  Litchfield,  the  fee  of  a  biihop'.  Edward  the 
Third  granted  this  city  a  mayor  and  two  bailiffs  { 
and  Henry  the  Sixth,  who  annexed  feveral  villages 
and  hamlets  to  it,  granted,  that  the  city,  with 
nineteen  villages,  Ihould  be  an  incorporated 
county,  diftindl  from  the  county  of  Warwick ; 
and  that  the  bailiffs  of  the  city  fhould  be  flieriffs 
of  the  county ;  but  Edward  the  Fourth  was  fo 
offended  at  the  attachment  the  citizens  had  ftiewn 
to  Henry  the  Sixth,  that  he  took  the  fword 
from  the  mayor,  and  disfranchifed  the  city* 
The  citizens  however  redeemed  their  charter  by 
the  payment  of  five  hundred  marks  ;  four  years 
after. which,  that  prince  was  fo  perfedly  recton* 
ciled,  that  he  kept  St.  George's  feaft  at  Coventry, 
and  ftoojd  godfather  to  the  mayor's  child. 

This  city  holds  pleas  for  all  adlions ;  has  a  gaol 
for  felons  as  well  as  debtors,  and  fends  two 
members  to  parliament. 

Coventry,  which  gives  the  title  of  earl  to  the 
family  of  the  fame  name,  is  remarkablefor  a  fair; 

on 
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on  the  firft  day  of  which  is  a  proceflion,  in  honour 
of  Lady  Godiva,  and  is  founded  on  the  following 
tradition  : — Lcofric,  carl  of  Mercia,  and  firft  lord 
of  Coventry,  who  died  in  the  thirteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  being  offended 
at  the  citizens,  loaded  them  with  heavy  taxes ;  on 
which  Godiva,  his  lady,  a  woman  of  moft  exem« 
plary  virtue  and  piety,  inceflantly  folicited  him 
to  eafe  their  burdens.  At  length,  tired  with  her 
importunities,  he  told  her  he  would  take  off  the 
duties,  provided  ftie  would  ride  naked,  in  open 
day-light,  through  the  moft  frequented  parts  of 
the  city;  flattering  himfclf  that  her.modefty 
would  prevent  hercomplying  with  the  condition. 
The  lady,  fenfibly  touched  by  the  diftrefs  of  the 
city,*rcfolved  to  relieve  it,  even  on  the  terms  prc- 
pofed.  She  therefore  ilTued  orders  to  the  citizens, 
that  all  their  doors  and  windows  fhould  be  fhut, 
and  that  nobody  fhould  attempt  to  look  out,  on  pain 
of  death  ;  and  then  rode  naked  through  the  ftreets 
on  horfeback ;  but  her  hair,  hanging  loofe  about 
her,  was  fo  long,  that  it  covered  her  down  to  her 
legs.  It  is  added,  that  while  fhe  was  riding  in 
this  manner  through  the  ftreets,  nope  dared  to 
look  at  her^  except  a  taylor,  who,  as  a  punish* 
;ncnt  for  his  violating  the  injunction  of  the  noble 
H  2  Jady, 
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liady,  which  had  been  publiflicd  with  fo  pious  and 
benevolent  a  defign,  was  ftruck  blind.  This 
taylor  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  Peeping  Tom ; 
and  the  window  through  which  he  is  faid  to  have 
gratified  his  curiofity,  is  ftill  (hewn,  with  his 
effigy  in  it ;  which  is  always  new  dreffed  on  the 
.  anniveffary  of  the  proceffion. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  a  parliament 
was  held  at  Coventry ;  when,  in  the  writs  dircded 
to  the  flieriff,  it  was  ordered,  that  no  perfon 
Ihould  be  eleded  who  was  flcilled  in  the  law  ;  on 
which  account  this  was  called  the  unlearned  par- 
liament. 

This  city  had  many  religious  houfes  and  hof- 
pitals.  Here  was  a  famous  convent  of  nuns  in 
the  time  of  the  Saxons,  under  the  government  of 
St.  Olburg,  which  was  deftroyed  by  the  Danes  in 
1 01 6.  In  the  room  of  this  convent  was  eredted 
a  noble  priory,  which,  according  to  Speed,  was 
founded  by  King  Canute ;  but  Dugdale  informs 
us,  that  the  Earl  of  Mercia  and  his  lady  were 
the  founders.  It  had  at  firft  an  abbot  and  twenty-i. 
four  Benedidline  monks,  and  was  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,   St.   Peter,  and  St.  Olburg. 

Ta 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


COVENTRY.  lOI 

To  this  priory  the  earl  gave  twenty-four  lordfhips, 
with  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  which  he  hinw 
f^Ifhad  enjoyed  in  them;  and  the  charter  was 
confirmed  by  King  Edward  the  Confeflbr.  Upon 
the  vacancy  of  an  abbot,  in  1095,  Robert  de 
Limefey,  bilhqp  of  Chcfter,  obtained  the  cuftody 
of  the  abby,  and  leave  to  remove  hi«  epifcopal 
feat  thither.  The  monks,  however,  held .  their 
places,  though  they  were  very  uneafy  under  his 
government  J  and  were  at  length  expelled,  and 
canpn$  pu?  in  their  ^pom;  but  Pope  Innocent 
tprned  them  out,  and  replaced  the  monks,  whq 
obtained  fcveral  letters  of  protection  from  the 
kings  and  popes,  with  new  additions  to  their 
former  revenues.  The  priors  had  a  feat  in  par- 
liament ;  and  the  monaftry  continued  in  a  flourifli- 
ing  condition  till  the  diflblution  of  religious 
houfes,  when  its  revenues  were  valued  at  73 2L  a 
year. 

In  this  city  \i'as  an  ancient  college  or  hofpital, 
confiding  of  a  mafter  or  warden,  and  feveral 
brothers  and  filters,  founded  in  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  chiefly  at  the 
expence  of  Edmund,  archdeacon  of  Coventry; 
alfo  an  hofpital,  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
H3  the 
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the  Second,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen, 
by  Sir  Hugh  Kevelioke ;  bcfides  which,  there  was 
a  houfe  of  Grey  friars  before  the  year  1234. 
Thefe  friars  ufed  to  exhibit  pageants  on  Corpus 
Chrifti  day,  and  performed  what  were  called 
Coventry  fports;  which  brought  a  great  concourfe 
of  people  to  the  city.  This  houfe  having  no 
endowment,  the  monks  fubfiftcd  entirely  upon 
alms.  It  flood  till  the  general  diffolution,  when 
the  houfe  was  granted  to  the  mayor,  bailiiFs,  and 
commonalty  of  the  city ;  and  though  the  church 
is  demolilhed,  the  ftecple  is  ftill  ftanding.  A 
houfe  of  Carmelite  friars  was  alfo  founded  here,  in 
I34i,  by  Sir  John  Poultney,  knt.  who  had  been 
four  times  lord-mayor  of  London ;  which,  at  the 
diffolution,  had  a  revenue  of  7I.  13s.  .«d.  per 
annum. 

This  city,  which  was  made  a  mayor-town  by 
Edward  III.  and  a  county  of  itfelf  by  Henry  VI. 
having  returned  to  the  four  firfi  parliaments  of 
Edward  I.  intermitted  fending  members,  except 
8  Edw.  II.  and  20,  25,  Edw.  III.  till  31  Hen.  VI. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  James  I.  it  is  governed  by  a 
mayor,    recorder,    two    Iheriffs,    ten   aldermen, 

thirty- 
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thirty-one  fuperior,  and  twenty-five  inferior  com* 
mon-councilmen. 

Right  op  Election. 

1 701,  February  24.  The  freemen  of  Coventry 
receiving  alms  or  charity,  have  no  right  to  vote. 

1708,  March  i.  Is  in  fuch  perfons  who  have 
ferved  apprenticefhips  for  feven  years  within  the 
city,  to  one  and  the  fame  trade,  not  receiiring 
alms  or  confts^nt  charities. 

Perfons  receiving  Sir  Thomas  White's  gift,  are 
thereby  difabled  from  giving  their  votes. 

It  paired  in  the  negative. 

1708,  March  3.  Perfons  receiving  Mr.  Wheats 
ley's  gift  not  difabled. 

171 1,  March  13.  The  members  of  the  Ful- 
lers company  have  a  right  to  vote,  being  freemen, 
and  not  receiving  alms  or  weekly  charity ;  and  all 
fuch  freemen  as  do  not  receive  alms,  and  have 
ferved  feven  years  apprenticefliip  in  the  city  or 
fuburbs,  who  do  not  receive  alms  or  weekly  charity, 
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1722,  Novpmber  20.  In  fuch  freemen  as  have 
fcrved  feven  years  apprenticefhip  to  one  and  the 
fame  trade,  in  the  fame  city  or  the  fuburbs 
thereof)  and  do  not  receive  alnis  or  weekly  cha- 
rity; fuch  freemen  being  duly  fworn  and  en- 
rolled. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Two  thoufand  four  hundred. 

Returning  Officers, 
The  IherifFs, 


WESTMORELAND. 

Political  Character. 

/  I  ^HIS  fmall  county  is  as  much  under  the 
J  JL  command  of  an  individual,  as  the  moft 
:  rotten  borough  in  the  kingdom.  The  great  eftates 
I  which  the  Earl  of  Lonfdale  pofleifes,  are  fuffi- 
/  cient  to  procure  a  paflive  obedience  ta  the  difla- 
*  torial  authority  of  his  lordftiip.  The  moft  fpi- 
'  rited  efforts  of  the  few  independent  freeholders 

in 
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in  fupport  of  their  rights,  would  here  be  ineffi- 
cient ;  nor  can  any  oppofition  to  the  above  noble- 
man's nomination  of  members  to  reprefent  it  in 
parliament,  be  produ(5live  even  of  a  probability  of 
fuccefs. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county  takes  its  name  from  the  nature  of 
the  foil,  which  is  generally  a  moor  or  barren  heath; 
and,  from  its  fituation  with  refpect  to  another 
tradt  of  mountains,  is  fometimes  called  the  Englifh 
Appennine.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by  Cum- 
berland ;  north-eaft,  by  the  biftiopric  of  Durham; 
eaft,  by  Yorklhire;  fouth,  by  Lancalhire;  and  on 
the  weft,  by  part  of  Lancalhire  and  Cumberland ; 
extending  about  lixty  miles  in  length,  forty  in 
breadth,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  cir- 
cumference. 

Weftmoreland  is  one  of  the  counties  which.  In. 
the  time  of  the  Romans,  was  inhabited  by  a  tribe 
of  ancient  Britons,  called  the  Brigantes,  and  con- 
tains the  traces  of  two  Roman  military  ways, 
upon  one  of  which  feveral  relics  of  very  remote 
antiquity  have  beendifcovered. 
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In  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  this  county  was  fub- 
jedto  the  kings  of  the  Northumbers,  in  which 
early  times  the  mountains  in  the  fouthem  part 
were  of  great  ufe,  in  reftraining  the  inroads  of  the 
the  Scots  and  Pidts ;  and  the  inhabitants,,  being 
hardened  and  inured  to  war  by  their  conftant 
alarms,  and  frequent  (kirmifhes  with  their  northem 
enemies,  were  confidered  as  a  kind  of  foldiers. 

In  the  reign  of  William  I.  this  county  feems  to 
have  been  overlooked,  either  on  account  of  its 
apparent  barrennefs,  or  its  remotenefs  from  the 
capital ;  for  the  lands  were  not  difpofed  of  till  the 
reign  of  King  John,  who,  to  reward  the  great  fer- 
vices  of  Robert  de  Vipont,  who  had  been  with 
him  at  the  battle  of  Mirabel,  where  he  gained  a 
complete  viftory  over  the  French,  granted  him  the 
caftles  of  Battle  and  Brough,  together  with  the 
whole  bailiwick  of  Weftmoreland. 

This  county  confifts  of  two  divifions  ;  the  ba* 
rony  of  Weftmoreland,  fometimes  called  the  Bot- 
tom, and  /the  barony  of  Kendal.  The  barony  of 
Weftmoreland,  which  includes  the  north  part  of 
the  county,  is  an  open,  champaign  country,  twenty 
miles  long  and  fourteen  broad,  confifting  of  arable 
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and  pafture  land.  The  barony  of  Kendal,  which 
is  fo  called  from  the  town  of  that  name,  compre- 
hends the  fouth  part  of  that  county,  and  is  very- 
mountainous  :  it  has,  however,  fruitful  vallies; 
and  even  many  of  the  mountains  yield  pafture  for 
flieep  and  cattle,  while  others  are  not  only  barren, 
but  feem  formed  of  rocks,  thrown  together  by  the 
hand  ofdifcord,  and  frightful  deferts,  laid  waftc 
by  the  piercing  ftorms  of  the  north. 

With  refpec9:  to  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  divi- 
fions,  each  of  them  are  divided  into  two  wards,  and 
each  vrard  into  conftablewicks,  the  number  of 
which  does  not  appear.  It  is  reryiarkable,  that  it 
was  never  divided,  either  into  hundreds,  wapen- 
takes, or  rapes,  like  other  counties;  the  reafonof 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be,  becaufe  the  inhabitants 
paid  no  fubfidies,  they  having  been  thought  fuffi- 
ciently  charged,  in  being  obliged  to  defend,  that 
part  of  the  kingdom  againlt  the  Scots.  It  is 
feated  in  the  province  of  York  :  that  part  which 
is  called  the  barony  of  Weftmoreland,  is  compre- 
hended in  the  diocefe  of  Carlifle  ;  and  the  other 
part,  called  the  barony  of  Kendal,  in  the  diocefe 
of  Chefter ;  both  baronies  containing  thirty-two 
large  pariflies.     It  has  no  city,  and  only  contains 

eight 
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eight  market-towns,  viz.  Ambleiidc,  Appleby, 
Brough,  Burton,  Kendal,  Kirkby-Lonfdale,  Kirk- 
by-Stcvcn,  and  Orton,  It  fends  only  four  mem- 
bers to  parliament,  two  knights  of  the  (hire  for 
the  county,  and  two  burgefles  for  the  borough  of 
Appleby. 


APPLEBY. 

Political  Character, 

The  right  of  voting  in  this  borough,  although 
there  is  no  fpccial  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons concerning  it,  is  admitted  to  be  in  burgage 
tenure.  Thefe  burgage-holds  are  now  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Earl  of  Lonfdale  and  the  Earl  of 
Thanet.     Hog-fties  have  been  deemed  freeholds 

I  here,  and  purchafcd  by  the  Thanet  and  Lonfdale 
families,  at  a  price  exceeding  all  belief.  The 
contention  between  thefe  two  families  has  given 
the  borough  its  only  confequence  ;  but  they  have* 
now  agreed,  that  each  (hall  fend  one  member. 
'  The  eledlion  of  this  place,  therefore,  fit  down 
quietly,  to  be  rcprefcnted  by  a  hog  or  a  horfe,  as 
its  noble  proprietors  (hall  think  moft  proper. 

AlfCJENT 
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Ancient  State. 

Appleby,  which  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  river  Eden,  by  which  it  is 
almoft  furrounded,  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity, 
and  fuppofed,  by  Horfley,  to  be  the  Roman 
town,  called  Galacum ;  though  that  ftation  has, 
fince  Camden's  time,  been  generally  placed  at 
Kirby-Thure :  but  that  Appleby  was  the  Galacum 
of  the  Romans,  appears  from  its  fituation,  being 
more  agreeable  to  the  diftance  mentioned  in  the 
Itinerary.  Some  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  Abal- 
laba,  one  of  the  ftations  by  the  line  of  the  Val- 
lum, mentioned  in  the  Notitia :  but  Horfley  has 
plainly  proved,  that  this  ftation  was  nearer  the 
wall ;  and,  as  for  the  ftation  at  Kirby-Thure,  he 
has  ftiown  it  to  be  the  Brovonacae  of  the  Romans. 
In  more  modern  times  here  was  a  houfe  of 
White  friars,  faid  to  be  founded  by  Lord  Vefey, 
Lord  Percy,  and  the  Lord  Clifford,  in  the  year 
1281. 

Appleby,  which  is  the  county  town,  is  fuppofed 
formerly  to  Have  had  jlheriffs  of  its  own,  and  to 
have  been  a  county  of  itfelf*  King  Henry  I. 
gave  it  privileges  equal  to  thofe  of  the  city  of 

York, 
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York,  which  were  confirmed  by  Henry  IL 
Henry  III.  and  other  fucceeding  kings.  It  is 
now,  however,  greatly  gone  to  decay,  confiding 
only  of  one  broad  ftreet ;  at  one  end  of  which 
is  a  caftle,  fortified  by  the  river,  and  by  large 
trenches,  where  the  river  does,  not  fiirround  it. 
This  cafl:Ic  was  given  by  king  John  to  John  de 
Vipont,  or  de  Veteriponte,  as  a  reward  for  his 
good  fervices.  It  remained  in  this  family  till 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  III.  when,  Robert  dc 
Vipont,  joining  in  a  rebellion  with  Montfert, 
carl  of  Leicefter,  was  flain  in  the  battle  of  Eve- 
Iham ;  and  his  eftate  being  feized,  was  given  to 
Roger  Clifford,  and  Roger  de  Leybourne,  who 
had  married  his  daughters.  Upon  the  divifion 
of  the  Vipont's  eftate,  this  barony  fell  to  the 
Cliffords,  afterwards  earls  of  Cumberland,  the 
anceftors  by  the  mother's  fide  of  the  earls  of 
Thanet,  in  whofe  family  it  ftill  remains.  Part  of 
it  is  at  prcfent  ufed  as  a  common  jail  for  male-* 
fadlors, 

Appleby  fuffered  greatly  in  the  wars  between 
England  and  Scotland.  In  the  reigns  of  Henry  II. 
and  Richard  IL  it  was  burnt  to  the  ground  ;  and 
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1598  it  was  depopulated  by  the  plague;  from 
which  defolations  it  never  fully  recovered. 

This  borough^  which  was  then  a  niayor-town« 
fent  members  anno  43  Edw.  I. 

Corporation. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve 
aldermen,  two  bailiffs,  and  fixteen  capital  bur* 
^Ifes. 

Right  of  Election. 

Is  in  the  burgage  holders. 

Number  of  Voters. 

Nominally,  in  about  one  hundred  burgage! 
tenures,  which  are  now  the  property  of  two  in-  I 
dividuals. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patrons. 

The  Earl  of  Thanjt  and  the  Earl  t)f  Lonf- 
dale. 

WILTSHIRE* 
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WILTSHIRE. 

Political   Character, 

IrpHIS  county  poflefles  all  that  fpirit  of  indc- 
-*•  pendence  for  which  the  neighbouring 
county  of  Somerfet  is  fo  remarkably  eminent. 
The  freeholders  and  yeomen  are  as  independent 
in  their  minds  as  in  their  fortunes ;  and  a  com- 
bination of  thofe,  who  call  themfelves  the  great 
men  of  the  county,  to  deprive  them  of  their  con- 
ftitutional  privileges  of  elcding  their  own  repre- 
fentatives,  will  only  tend  to  expofe  the  inability 
and  arbitrary  principles  of  the  one  party,  and  the 
manly  exertions  and  ability  of  the  other,  when 
excrcifed  in  fupporting  their  rights*  About 
^twenty  years  ago,  Mr.  Herbert,  now  Lord  Port- 
chefter,  was  propofed  as  one  of  the  candidates 
to  reprefent  this  county  in  parliament ;  in  which 
he  was  fupported  by  the  whole  ariftocracy  in 
it.     The  independent  freeholders  could  not  help 

! feeling  an    honourable   refcntment   at   fuch   an 
arbitrary  meafure,   the  intention  of  which  was 
jto   render  their  fufFrages   of    no  eifcLT:  ;    they 

therefore 
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therefore  immediately  oppofcd  to  that  candidate 
Ambrofe  Goddard,  efq.  one  of  their  own  body ; 
and,  after  a  poll  of  feveral  days,  viftory  was  de- 
clared for  them  in  his  favour.     They  have  alfo 
Ihewn  themfelves  zealous   in  the  fuppott  of  a* 
parliamentary  reform.    In  1780  committees  were 
eftablifhed  in  feveral  counties  for  the  purpofe/ 
of  obtaining  this  deiirable  objcd ;  and  fome  ofi 
the  greateft  charadlers  for  integrity  and  ability* 
were  engaged  in  it ;  among  whom  were  the  Earl 
of  Abingdon,   the   Right  Hon.   Charles   James 
Fox,  and  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  then  Earl  of 
Shelbume;    who,    being  prevented    by    illnefs 
from  attending  a  meeting  of  the  county,  convened 
at  the  Devizes  on  the  29th  day  of  March  in  that 
year,  delivered  his  fentimerits  upon  the  fubjeft 
in  the  following  letter ; 


March  26,  1780. 
'<SIR, 

"  I  am  very  much  mortified,  that  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  perform    a  duty    I   feel   fo  very 
agreeable  and  honourable,  as  that  of  attending  4 
the  committee  of  correfpondence  and  aflbciation  » 
at  Devizes,  on  Tuefday  next,  and  the  meeting  ofi 

Vol.  III.  I  the 
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the  county,  which  is  to  be  held  the  fubfequent 
day. 

'*  The  early  negative  put  upon  the  enquiry 

into  the^public  expenditure  in  the  houfe  of  lords ; 

the  refufal  of  any  account  of  places  and  penfions 

held  by  members  of  that  houfe ;  the  violence  done 

to  the  conftitution  by  the  arbitrary  removal  of 

►  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  from  the  lord-lieutenanrcy 

I  of  our  county  (an  office  which  his  anceftors  have 

ffo  long  and  fo  honourably  held,  I  believe,  from 

its  fir  ft  inftitution)   for  no  other  poffible  caufe, 

but  for  having  voted  as  a  free  man  upon  a  public 

queftion ;  as  well  as  by  that  of  the  Marquis  of 

Caermarthcn  from  the  lord-lieutenantcy  of  the 

Veaft  riding  of  Yorkftiire. 

^'  And  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  proceed- 
ing to  lay  new  burdens,  without  taking  any^ 
much  Icfs  <?^^//tf/  economical  meafures,  in  dired 
oppofition  to  the  prayer  of  our  petition,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  other  counties  ;  the  number  of  taxes 
propofed  to  be  fuperadded,  fomc  bearing  very 
hard  upon  our  county  in  particular,  namely, 
that  which  regards  the  private  brewery ;  befides 
the  addition  made  to  the  fevcreft  of  all  duties^ 

that 
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that  on  fait ;  when  it  is  certain  that  triple  the 
fum  might  have  been,  and  may  ftill  be  produced 
from  the  fuppreffion  of  unneceflary  offices,  favings 
in  the  mode  of  expenditure,  and  other  econo* 
mical  reforms,  which  require  only  integrity  to 
accomplilh ;  '  the  difficulties  which  have  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  a  very  able  plan  of  reform 
now  before  the  houfe;  no  inquiry  made  into 
exorbitant  contraifls;  accomptants  fuffered  to 
remain  with  large  balances  at  their  own  difpofal ; 
the  meafure  for  a  commiffion  of  accounts  taken 
out  of  independent  and  difinterelled  hands,  and 
affiimed  by  the  authors  of  our  diflreft,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  mock  every  idea  of  parliamentary 
independence,  or  popular  inquiry ;  no  expedlation 
offered  by  the  minifter,  except  a  poffible  rever- 
fionary  redudion  of  thofc  places  which  do  not 
contribute  to  the  influence  of  the  crown,  in  in-- 
fwer  to  the  petitions  defiring  an  abolition  of 
thofe  that  do ;  and,  withal,  a  pofition  laid  down 
as  fundamental,  by  the  fupporters  of .  the  court  | 
and  minifters  in  both  houfes,  that  the  influence! 
of  the  crown  is  not  dangerous  to  the  conflitution, 
and  is  not  increafcd,  in  contradidtion  to  the^ 
evidence  of  all  our  fenfcs. 

la  "  Thefc 
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"  Thefe  facSs,  I  apprehend,  can  leave  little 
doubt  with  any  freeholder,  who  approved  of  the 
former  meeting,  of  the  neceflity  of  immediately 
aflbciating  for  the  accompliftiment  of  thofc  in- 
difpenfible  objeds,  ftated  in  our  petition,  in 
as  flrong  terms  as  conftitutional  language  can 
didate. 

"  But  I  am  fenfible  that  it  muft  occur  to  our 
county,  as  it  has  already  done  to  others,  to  con- 
iider  what  (leps  can  be  taken  to  obtain  that  re- 
form, of  which  our  prefent  parliament  gives  fo 
little  hope,  ading  even  under  all  its  prefent  cir- 
cumftances ;  or  what  fecurity  can  be  had  for  pre- 
ferving  in  future  what  we  may  have  the  good 
fortune  to  obtain  in  this  moment  of  exigence. 
It  gives  me  great  fatisfadUon  to  find,  that  it  has 
occurred  to  none  to  have  recourfe  to  other  means 
than  thofe  purely  civil,  as  well  as  ftridly  confti- 
tutional.    Though  no  one  feels  with  more  con- 
cern the  abufes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
militia,  and  particularly  the  departure  from  the 
ancient,  true,  fundamental,  and,  till  of  late  years, 
invariable  militia  principles,  of  keeping   them 
within  their  counties,  except  in  cafe  of  adual 
invafion  (their  prefent  diftant  and  unneceffary 
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removals  ferving  only  to  aflimilate  them  to  the 
ftahding  army,  in  principle  and  in  habits,  not 
in  difcipline),  I  ftill  have  that  confidence  in  our 
army  as  well  as  militia,  as  at  prefent  conftituted, 
that  I  hope  neither  are  yet  fo  eftranged  from  a 
love  of  the  conftitution,  as  to  give  any  juft  appre- 
henfion  of  danger. 

"  Two  meafures  have  offered  themfelves  for 
confideration^  which,  inafmuch  as  they  affed  the 
houfe  of  commons,  merely,  come  unqueftionably 
within  the  province  of  our  couiity  meeting,  and 
cannot  by  any  mifreprefentation  be  conftrued  to 
arifc  from  improper  motives :  the  one  is,  to 
fhorten  the  duration  of  parliaments ;  the  other, 
to  equalize  the  reprefentation,  which,  at  prefent, 
confefledly  bears  no  proportion,  cither  to  the 
number  of  people,  the  quantum  of  property,  or 
the  proportion  of  public  contribution ;  nor  docs 
it  hold  to  any  rank  or  defcription  whatever; 
but  is  the  mere  child  of  accident  or  intrigue^ 

"  The  people  of  England,  I  conceive,  have; 
and  always  hsrf,  a  clear,  unalienable,  and  inde- 
feafible  right,  both  to  the  one  and  the  other,  in 
their  fuUeft  extent^,  upon  a  ftrong^r  ground  than 
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that  of  any  adl  or  a6ls  of  parliament.  That  <*  the 
houfe  of  commons  muft  be  free  in  every  circum- 
ftance  of  its  conftitution/*  is  the  foundation-ftone 
of  our  government.  The  fame  right  which  the 
people  had  formerly,  and,  through  the  blefling 
of  God,  exerted  fo  happily  for  us,  their  pofterity, 
to  have  parliaments  frequently  hoMen,  when  they 
were  aggrieved  by  the  crown's  withholding  themj 
now  goes  to  have  them  frequently  and  equally 
chofen,  when  it  appears,  through  the  length  of 
the  duration,  and  the  inequality  of  the  repre- 
fentation,  that  they  are  ftill  more  aggrieved  than 
they  were  formerly,  by  the  total  want  of  them  ; 
and,  if  this  Ihould  appear  to  be  the  fenfe  of  a  fair 
majority  of  the  people,  collecfled  together,  either 
in  county-meetings,  or  in  any  other  conftitutional 
mode,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  proper 
laws  will  be  immediately  enafted  to  reftore  the 
I  conftitution  to  its  firft  principles  in  thefe  parti- 
i  culars :  for  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed,  that  the 
(  prefent  defedive  reprefcntatioh  would  venture  to 
oppofe  the  manifeft  fenfe  of  thofe  from  whom 
they  derive  all  their  authority;  much  lefs  that 
the  houfe  of  lords,  conftituted  as  it  is,  or  the 
crown,  could  be  fo  ill-advifed,  as  to  deny  their 
concurrence  and  aflent  to  fo  falutary  a  reform^ 
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a  part  of  the  conftitution  which  more  particu- 
lary    belongs  to  the  democracy. — Thefc  prin- 
ciples are  fo  unalterably  engraven  in  my  mind, 
that  I  fhoul4  hold  myfelf  criminal  in  the  fup- 
preflion    of   them,   when  called    for.      It   will 
be  for  the  county  to  judge,  whether  they  will 
proceed  to  declaratory  refolutions  on  the  fubjedl 
of  them,  and  then  wait  till  the  fcnfe  of  the  reft  of 
the  kingdom  is  fo  far  known ;  or  whether  they 
will  be  contented  finally,  without  pulhing  the 
right  of  the  people  to  it^  utmoft  extent,  by  in- 
filling  on  an  annual  eledlion,  and  a  total  change 
of  the  reprefentation.     There  are  men,  of  w^hofe 
integrity  there  is  but  one  voice,  and  whofe  judg- 
ment deferves  every  attention  throughout  Eng- 
land, who-forefee  more   inconvenience  than  I 
confefs  I  do  in  the  whole  extent  of  thefe  propo- 
ficions.  Befides,  the  confequences  of  great  changes 
have  been,  in  all  times,  fo  uncertain,  that  it  may 
be  moft  prudent  to  avoid  them ;  cfpccially  as,  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  I  am  free  to  own,  that,  fo 
far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging,  every  end  may 
be  obtained  by  the  repeal  of  the  feptennial  a<3:, 
and  a  rcafonable  addition  of  county  members, 
chofen  by  diftridis,  or  under  fome  regulation,  j 
which  might  preclude  all  unneccflTary  expencc,/ 
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But  I  fhall  moft  willingly  fubfcribc  to  the  difcre-* 
tion  and  wifdom  of  the  meeting,  in  this  and  every 
other  confideration  of  expediency ;  and  I  dare 
rely  upon  the  generofity  and  candour  of  the 
county  and  committee,  that  they  will  put  a  juft 
interpretation  upon  the  liberty  I  take,  meaning 
to  aflume  no  more  than  what  might  become  any 
other  freeholder  ;  fubmitting  my  unreferved  fen- . 
timents,  in  time  of  diftrefs,  to  their  better  judg- 
ment, as  I  cannot  have  the  honour  of  attending 
in  perfon,  when  I  might  explain  myfelf  more 
particularly  upon  each  part,  as  occafion  might 
require.  I  have  nothing  fo  much  as  heart  as  to 
prove  the  lincerity  and  coniiflency  of  my  conduct 
upon  all  occafions,  but  moft  of  all  in  the  county 
of  my  refidence,  and  among  a  neighbourhood 
whofe  good  opinion  muft  in  the  end  make  the 
comfort  and  honour  of  my  life. 

*'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refped: 
and  confideration, 

"SIR, 

'*  Your  moft  obedient 

'*  And  humble  fervanr> 

"  SHELBURNE/' 

^0  John  Audry,  E/q. 
Chairman  of  tb4  WiUJbire  Committee ^ 

Ancien* 
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Ancient  State. 


This  county,  which,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxon 
heptarchy,  conftituted  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
Weffex,  derived  its  name  from  Wilton,  formerly 
the  principal  town :  it  is  included  in  the  weftern 
circuit,  being  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and 
diocefe  of  Salilbury.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north 
and  north-well  by  Gloucefterfhire ;  north-eaft, 
by  Berkftiirc ;  eaft  and  fouth-eaft,  by  Hamplhire ; 
fourh,  by  Dorfetfhire ;  and  on  the  weft,  by  So- 
merfetfhire;  extending  fifty-four  miles  in  length, 
thirty-eight  in  breadth,  and  upwards  of  one  hun-» 
dred  and  forty-two  in  circumference. 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  it  was,  according 
to  Camden,  inhabited  by  the  Belgae  and  Cangi* 
It  is  called,  by  ancient  writers,  Severnia,  and 
Provincia  Severorum,  from  Sevcria,  one  of  the 
ancient  names  of  Old  Sarum*  There  w«re  for- 
merly in  this  county  three  Roman  ways  ;  the 
two  firfl;  of  which  were  called,  by  the  Normans, 
the  Chemini  Majorcs  of  the  Romans,  becaufe 
they  traverfed  the  ifland  from  fea  to  fea. 

A  ditch,  called  Wanfdyke,  is  a  famous  boun- 
dary, crofling  the  county  from  weft  to  caft,  which 
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divides  the  fouthern  from  the  northern  part.  Ic 
k  generally  thought  to  be  a  corruption  or  con- 
tradtion  of  the  Saxon  name  Wodenefdic,  Woden's 
ditch,  Woden  being  a  Saxon  deity,  fuppofed  to 
be  the  fame  with  Mercury ;  but  the  common 
people  have  entertained  a  ridiculous  opinion,  that 
this  ditch  was  cut  by  the  devil  on  a  Wednefday. 
Antiquarians  make  it  a  boundary  between  the 
Weft  Saxons  and  Mercians ;  but  others  fay,  it  was 
cut  long  before  the  Mercian  kingdom  was  fettled  ; 
which  opinion  isfupported  by  William  de  Malmf- 
bury,  who  fays,  that  in  the  year  590  the  Saxons 
were  routed  by  the  Britons  at  Woden's  dyke.  Dr. 
Stukclcy  fuppofes  it  to  be  older  than  the  Roman 
fettlcment  here;  becaufe,  as  the  laft-mentioned 
gentleman  obfervcs,  where  the  Roman  road  runs 
acrofs  Wikfliire^  the  rampart  of  this  ditch  is 
levelled,  in  order  to  make  a  paffage  for  it. 

This  county,  which  confifts  of  two  parts, 
north  and  fouth,  is  divided  into  twenty-nine 
hundreds,  containing  three  hundred  and  four 
pariQies,  the  city  of  Salifbury,  and  twenty-three 
market-towns.  It  fends  thirty-four  members  to 
parlian^ent,  viz.  two  knights  of  the  fhire,  two 
citizens  for  Salifbury,  and  two  burgelTcs  for  each 
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of  the  following  places  ;  Chippenham,  Calne^ 
Cricklade,  Devizes,  Heytefbury,  Hindon,  Etown- 
ton.  Great  Bedwin,  Marlborough,  Malmelbury, 
Ludgerftiall,  Weftbury,  Wilton,  Wotton  Baffet, 
and  Old  Sarum. 

The  moft  remarkable  part  of  South  Wiltftiirc 
is  that  extenfive  place  called  Salifbury  Plain ;  and 
that  noble  and  ancient  monument  of  antiquity^ 
palled  Stonehenge.  It  alfo  contains  a  great  number 
of  Roman,  Saxon,  Britifh,  ^nd  Danilh  encamp^ 
ments. 


SALISBURY. 


Political  Character. 

IT  is  equal  in  population  to  Winchcfter;  but,| 
like  that  city,  Bath,  Portfmouth,  Pl> mouth,' 
Andover,  Poole,  Tiverton,  Banbury,  and  many' 
other  large  towns,  has  no  Ihare  in  eledling  the' 
democratic  branch  of  the  legiflature,  but  what| 
is  exercifed  by  its  corporation,  confifting  of  a\ 
, mayor,  twenty-three  aldermen,  and  thirty  com-; 
mon-council.     This  cxclufion  from  conftitutional ' 

rights 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


124  SALISBli^RY. 

rights,  places  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  towns,  ia  . 
common  with  all  the  unrepfefented  part  of  the 
kingdom,  in  a  fituation  not  to  be  envied  by  the 
fubjcds  of  any  other  nation.  If  freedom  con* 
fifts  in  eleding  our  own  legiflators,  and  in  dele- 
gating to  them  the  authority  by  which  wc  arc 
to  be  governed,  thofe  perfons  who  are  not  allowed 
the  exercife  of  this  privilege,  tafte  as  little  of 
the  fweets  of  liberty,  as  where  the  will  of  man* 
kind  is  fubjed):  to  an  abfolute  monarchy  or  an 
unlimited  ariftocracy. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor,  who  is  recorder  of  this 
city,  has  the  principal  intereft  with  the  corpo- 
ration, who  ufually  eled  one  of  his  lordlhip's 
relations  for  their  reprefentative. 

Ancient  State. 

Salilbury,  or  New  Sarum,  which  derives  its 
name,  as  well  as  origin,  from  Old  Sarum,  was 
by  the  ancient  Romans  called  Sorbiodunum;  and 
the  Saxons,  Searylbrig.  It  is  fituated  in  a  valley, 
watered  by 'the  Upper  Avon,  at  the  diftance  of 
eighty-three  miles  from  London. 

This  city  is  famous  for  the  antiquity  and  gran- 
deur of  its  cathedral,  which  was  finiftied  in  the 
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year  125S,  at  anexpence  of  upwards  of  26,000!. 
and  is  reckcmed  one  of  the  moft  regular  and  ele«» 
gant  gothic  ftrud:ures  in  the  kingdom.  It  is 
built  in  the  form  of  a  crofs^  and  the  fpire,  which 
is  confidered  as  the  higheft  in  England,  rifes 
four  hundred  and  ten  feet  from  the  ground. 
The  inclofure  of  this  cathedral  is  encompafled 
with  the  houfes  of  the  canons  and  the  preben- 
daries, which,  being  generally  of  free-ftone,  make 
the  beft  appearance  of  any  in  the  city.  It  main- 
uins  a  bifhop,  dean,  precentor,  chancellor,  three 
archdeacons,  a  fubdean,  fubchanter,  forty-five 
prebendaries,  fix  vicars  or  petty  canons,  fix  fing- 
ingmen,  eight  chorifters,  an  organift,  and  other 
officers.  The  revenues  of  the  bilhopric  were 
valued,  at  the  fuppreflion,  at  1507I.  14s.  6d.  and 
thofe  of  the  chapter  ar  721I.  i8s.  id.  Befidcs 
which,  there  are  three  other  churches,  dedicated 
to  St.  Martin,  St.  Thomas,  and  St.  Edmund. 

In  the  times  of  popery  there  were  feveral  other 
religious  foundations ;  particularly  the  church  of 
St.' Edmund,  which  was,  before  the  year  1 2  70,  made 
collegiate  for  a  provoft  and  twelve  fecular  canons, 
by  Walter  de  Willey,  bilhop  of  Saliibury.  The 
.revenue  of  this  college  was  valued,  at  the  diflblu- 
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tion,  at  ipil.  5s.  lod.  per  annum.  A  college 
founded  by  Egidi  de  Bridport,  bilhop  of  Salif- 
bury,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  which,  near 
the  time  of  the  fuppreflion,  confifted  of  a  warden, 
four  fellows,  and  two  chaplains ;  a  priory  for 
Dominicans,  or  Black  friars,  founded  by  Ed- 
ward I;  a  college  dedicated  to  St;  Edith;  a 
priory  of  Francifcans,  or  Grey  friars ;  and  an 
hDfpital  near  the  city,  founded  by  Richard  Poor, 
biftiop  of  Salilbury,  in  the  year  1382,  which  at 
the  diiToIution  had  a  revenue  valued  at  25I.  a 
year. 

This  city  fent  members  anno  23  Edw.  I. 

Corporation. 
It  was  firft  incorporated  by  King  Henry  III. 
and  afterwards  by  Queen  Anne,  and  confifts  of  a 
mayor,    recorder,    twenty-three   aldermen,    and 
thirty  common-council  men. 

Right  of  Election. 

1689,  April  I.     Is  in  the  mayor  and  corpora-* 
tion. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Fifty-four. 


Patron. 
Earl  of  Radnor,  partially. 


WILTON 
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WILTON. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  borough,  on  account  of  its  vicinity  to 
the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  is  entirely  under 
his  lordlhip's  influence.  The  right  of  election  is 
in  the  corporation,  confifting  of  a  mayor,  re- 
corder, five  aldermen,  three  capital  burgeflcs, 
and  eleven  common-councilmen.  Thefe  are  all 
in  the  intereft  of  his  lordfhip  ;  an  oppofition  to 
which  would  be  attended  only  with  expcnce;  fo  that 
his  nomination  of  the  members  to  reprefent  it  in 
parliament  is  final  and  commanding. 

Ancient  State. 
Wilton,  which  is  a  very  ancient  town,  appears 
to  have  been  called  EUandunum,  but  afterwards 
took  the  name  of  Wilton,  from  its  being  feated  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  Willey.  Here  Egbert, 
king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  fought  a  battle  with 
Bcorwolf,  King  of  the  Mercians,  in  the  year  821, 
when  Egbert,  gaining  the  vicflory,  was  never  after 
moleftcd  by  the  Mercians.  Here  alfo  King 
Alfred,  in  the  year  871,  fought  the  Danes;  and 
though  in  the  beginning  he  had  the  advantage,  in 
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the  end  he  was  driven  out  of  the  field.  The  lofs 
of  the  Danes,  however,  was  fo  great,  that  they 
petitioned  for  a  truce,  and  promifed  to  depart  the 
kingdom.  During  the  government  of  the  reft  of 
the  Saxon  kings,  this  town  was  very  populous  and 
extremely  flourifhing. 

Wulfton,  carl  or  duke  of  Wiltftiire,  built  a 
fmall  nionaftry  here,  and  repaired  an  ancient 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  together  with  a 
chantry,  in  which  he  placed  a  college  of  priefts, 
about  the  year  1773;  but  in  the  year  8co, 
Alburga,  his  widow,  converted  this  college  into 
a  nunnery.  In  871,  King  Alfred,  having  built  ^ 
new  nunnery  here,  removed  hither  the  nuns  of 
St.  Mary,  who  were  twenty-fix  in  number.  This 
new  nunnery,  which  was  of  the  Benedicftine  order, 
was  at  firft  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  Bartho- 
lomew, but  afterwards  10  St.  Edith ;  and  at  the 
diffolution  was  endowed,  according  to  Dugdale, 
with  601I.  IS.  id.  and,  according  to  Speed,  with 
about  65 2I.  per  annum.  Here  was  alfo  a  houfe 
of  Black  friars. 

The  county  courts  are  ufually  held  here,  and 
the  knights  of  the  (hire  chofen. 

^  This 
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This  borough  fent  members  anno  23  Edward  I. 
and  has  countinued  to  do  fo^  notwithllanding  its 
decay  on  the  increafe  of  Salilbury. 

Corporation^ 

By  charter  of  Henry  VIlI.  it  cdnfifts  of  a  mayor, 
recorder,  five  aldermen,  three  capital  burgelTes, 
and  eleven  cominon-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election* 

1 702,  November  2  8.  The  eledtion  of  any  per- 
fon  to  be  a  burgefs  of  Wilton,  who  has  not  taken 
the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper^  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  church  of  England,  within  one 
year  before  fuch  eledlion,  is  a  void  eledtion. 

171  o,  March  17.  Agreed  to  be  in  the  mayor 
and  burgeffes,  who  are  to  do  all  corporate  adts, 
and  receive  the  facrament* 

Number  of  voters. 
Twenty-four. 

Returning  Officer* 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
Earl  of  Pembroke. 
Vol.111.  K  DOWNTON. 
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bOWNTON. 

PoLiTtCAL  Character. 

THE  right  of  ekdion  in  this  borough  is  in  the 
burgage-holders.  The  tenures  which  give  this 
privilege,  arc  all  the  property  of  the  families  ,of 
the  Earl  of  Radnor,  or  of  Robert  Shaftoe,  efq.  be- 
tween whom  an  oppofition  has  fubfifted  for  many 
years. 

This  conteli  has  caufed  a  petition  to  parliament 
at  every  eledlion  fince  the  paffing  of  the  Grenville 
aft* 

The  firft  was  tried  in  1775,  in  which  Sir  Philip 
Hales>  and  John  Cooper,  efq.  were  petitioners 
on  the  Shaftoe  intereft,  againft  Thomas  Dun- 
combe,  efq,  and  Thomas  Dummer,  efq.  fitting 
members  on  the  Radnor  intereft ;  in  which  the 
Shaftoe  intereft,  was  fuccefsful. 

The  fccond  was  tried  in  February  1780,  on  the 
petition  of  Rbbert  Shaftoe,  efq.^on  his  own  in- 
tereft, againft  the  Hon.  Bartholomew  Bouverie, 
on  that  of  his  brother,  the  Earl  of  Radnor ;  in 
which  Mr.  Shaftoe  was  fuccefsful. 

The 
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,Thc  tkird  was  tried  in  March  1781^  in  which 
John  Saunders,  efq.  and  Alexander  Hume,  efq. 
were  petitioners,  and  Robert  Shaftoe,  efq.  and 
the  Hon.  Henry  Seymour  Conway,  efq.  were 
.fitting  members;  when  the  Shaftoe  intereftwas 
.ftg^iniuccefsfuL 

The  fourth  was  tried  .in  June  and  July  1784, 
when  there  was  a  double  rqturn ;  Mr.  Shaftoe,  and 
the  Hon  .H.  S.  Conway,  upon  the  Shaftoe  intereft ; 
and  the  Hon.  Edward.  Bouverie,  and  the  prefent 
Sir  William  Scott,  on  the  Radnor  intereft  ;  when 
Mr.  Shaftoe  was  declared  duly  eleded,  and  the 
£lc(9ion  void  with  r^fpedt  to  a  fecond  member. 

The  fifth  petition  was  in  confequence  of  the 
above  vacancy,  when  a  double  return  again  took 
pJace  :  the  Hon.  E.  Bouverie,  in  the  Radnor  in- 
tereft, and  the  Hon»  H.  S.  Conway,  in  the  Shafioe 
intereft ;  w^en  the  Shaftoe  party  was  again  fuc- 
cefsful. 

The  fixth.petjition  was  at  the  laft  general  elec- 
tion, ill  1790,  which  was  tried  the  enfuing  year, 
when  Mr.  Shaftoe  and  his  colleague  petitioned 
againft  the  return  of  the  Hon.  Bartholomew  Bou- 
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verie,  and  Sir  William  Scott,  who  had  been  re- 
turned on  the  Radnor  intereft;  when  that  intereft 
for  the  fecond  time  became  fuccefsful. 

I  The  number  of  fegal  votes  in  this  borough  do 
( not  appear  to  be  above  twenty.  Sir  Philip  Hales, 
I  and  Mr.  Cooper,  in  1 7  7  5  ,were  declared  duly  eledlcd 

s 

.  with  eleven,  and  ten  votes;  but  they  are  fometimea 
I  Iplit  into  four  times  that  number. 

The  right  is  admitted  to  be  in  perfons  having 
a  freehold  intereft  in  burgage-tenemcnts,  holden 
by  a  certain  rent,  fealty,  and  fuit  of  court  of 
the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  who  is  lord  of  the  bo- 
rough, and  paying  reliefs  on  dcfcent,  and  fines 
on  alienation. 

The  points  at  ifTue  upon  thefe  feveral  petitions 
were,  f^Utting,  and  occafibnalitj ;  and  whether  the 
returning  officer  was  the  deputy  of  the  Biftiop  of 
Winchefter's  bailiif,  or  the  deputy  of  the  fteward 
of  the  leflee  of  ^  the  manoir ;  the  faid  manor  and 
borough  having  been  leafed  out  for  lives  from 
the  reign  of  Elizbeth. 

The 
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The  late  Anthony  Buncombe,  Lord  Feverfham, 
was  proprietor  of  the  greater  part  of  the  burgages 
in  Downton ;  to  fome  of  which  he  was  entitled 
under  a  fettlement  of  Sir  Charles  Buncombe ;  the 
reft  he  had  purchafed.  Upon  his  death  in  1763 
with  male  ifliie,  the  fettled  eftate  defcended  to 
the  late  Mr.  Buncombe ;  the  remainder  of  his 
eftates  in  Bownton,  he  by  will  direfted  to  be  fold 
for  the  benefit  of  his  two  daughters,  giving  the 
refufal  of  them  to  the  Buncombe  family,  in  order 
to  prevent  difputes.  The  prefent  Earl  of  Radnor 
married  one  of  the  daughters,  and  Mr.  Bowatcr 
the  other.  Mr.  Buncombe  alfo  left  a  daughter, 
married  to  Mr-  Shaftoe,  to  whom  he  bequeathed 
his  Bownton  eftate.  The  trufts  of  Lord  Fever- 
Iham's  will  not  having  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion, the  manner  in  which  his  truftees  exerted 
the  influence  of  his  property,  occafioaed  a 
new  fcheme  of  eledion  in  Bownton,  after  the 
diflblution  of  the  parliament  in  1780;  for,  in  the 
former  elections,  the  oppofition  to  Mr,  Bun- 
combe's family  had  not  been  maintained  by  the 
eftate  of  Lord  Feverfliam,  or  by  any  other  family 
intereft,  but  by  the  legal  objections  before  men- 
tioned,- but,  in  the  eledlions  of  1784  and  1790, 
Mr.  Shaftoe,  having  the   ftrength  of  Mr.  Bun- 
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combe's  property,  was  oppofed  by  that  of  Lord 
Feverfliam's,  which  his  truftees  employed  for 
that  purpofe. 

*  The  Bi (hop  of  Winchefter's  bailiff  deputy,  and 
Sir  Philip  Hales,  the  leflee  of  the  rqanors,  ftewards 
deputy,  each  taking  upon  them,  to  ad  as  return- 
ing officer^ 

The  former  admitted  upon  his  poll. 

For  Shaftoe,  —  50 

Conway,  —  49 

Bouverie,          —  38 

Scott,  —  37 

The  latter,  upon  his  poll,  made  the  numbers. 

For  Bouverie,         —  44 

Scott,  —  43 

Shaftoe,  —  % 

Conway,          —  i 

The  committee  determined,  that  the  deputy 
fteward  .of  the  ieffee  was  the  legal  returning  of- 
ficen 
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To  follow  this  intricate  inveftigation  of  the 
uight  of  twenty  thatched  cottages  to  return  two 
members  to  parliament,  would  be  a  walie  of  our 
time,  and  our  readers'  patience;  nor  would 
the  three  volumes,  to  which  we  have  limited  our 
work,  admit  a  report  of  all  the  fix  cafes.  Should 
not  a  reform  of  this  fyftem  of  reprefentation  ren- 
der this  reporting  bufinefs  premature,  we  (hall 
foon  fee  the  cafes  of  boroughs  without  houfes, 
and  reprefentatives  without  conftituents,  exceed 
the  voluminous  bulk  of  the  ftatutes  at  large. 

.Ancient  State. 

Dbwnton,  or  Dunkton,  which  is  fituated  on  the 
caft  fide  of  the  Avon,  is  an  ancient  borough  by 
prefcription. 

This  borough  having  returned  to  parliament 
from  23  Edw.  I.  to  38  Edw.  III.  ceafed  fending, 
except  I  Hen.  V.  till  20  Henry  VI, 

Right  of  Election^. 

1775^  Feb.  4.  Was  confidered,  by  the  counfel 

on  both  fides,  in  their  arguments,  to  be  inperfons 

having  a  freehold  intereft  in  burgage  tenements, 

holdcn,  by  a  certain  rent,  fealty,  and  fuit  of  court, 
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of  the  Biftiop  of  Winchefter,  who  is  lord  of  the 
borough,  and  paying  reliefs  on  defcent,  and  finct 
on  alienation. 

I  Dougl.  EL  235.  There  is  no  determination 
on  the  right  of  cledlion. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  twenty ;  fometinies  fplit  into  eighty. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  deputy   fteward    of  the   leffee    of  the 
manor. 

Patrons. 

Earl  of  Radnor^  and  Robert  Shaftoe,  efq. 


HINDON. 


Political  Character. 


]THE  right  of  eledion  in  this  borough  is  in  the 
bailiff  and  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot ;  the 

number 
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number   of  which    is   two    hundred  and  ten. 
Shaftefbury,    Arundel  >    Stockbridge,    and  this 
place^  have  exhibited  the  mod  flagrant  a£U  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  before  committees  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  nearly  fimilar  in  their  cir- 
cumftances,  and  equally  injurious,  in  their  confe- 
quences,   to  thofe  which  we  have  reported  of 
Shoreham  and  Cricklade ;  though  the  two  laft  are 
the  only  places  to  which  an  efFedhjal  remedy  has 
been  applied,  by  carrying  the  right  of  fuffragel 
to  fuch  an  extent  of  diftridt,  as  (hall   increafei 
the  number  of  voters  to  a  limit  that  the  purfc  ofl 
an  individual  cannot  feduce. 

The  cafe  of  Hindon  is  the  only  one  in  the 
prefent  reign,  in  which  the  houfe  of  commons 
have  direfted  a  profecution  againft  the  fitting 
members,  or  petitioners ;  and  in  this  inftance  it 
appears  to  have  been  attended  with  Angular  hard- 
{hip,  as  the  promifes  made  to  the  eledors,  on 
behalf  of  the  fitting  members,  were,  by  an  impru- 
dent and  unpardonable  officioufnefs  of  their 
agents,  without  either  the  authority  or  knowledge 
of  their  principals ;  and  the  petitioners  upon 
their  trial  were  acquitted. 

The  petition  was  heard  before  a  committee  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  in  the  month  of  February, 

1775- 
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1775.  The  fitting  members  were  T.  B.  HoUis, 
efq.  and  General  Smith ;  the  petitionei-s,  Richard 
Bcckford,  efq,  and  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  Re- 
ciprocal charges  of  bribery,  were  made  by  each 
part}',  and  fubftantially  proved  againft  the  agents 
of  both ;  whereupon  the  committee  determteedi 

That  Richard  Smith,  efq.  is  not  duly  eledeci 
a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefcnt  parliament 
for  the  bprough  of  Hindon,  in  the  county  of 

Wilts; 

That  Thomas  Brand  HoUis,  efq.  is  not 
duly  eleded  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of  Hindon ; 

That  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  one  of  the  peti- 
tioners, is  not  duly  eledied  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of 
Hindon ; 

That  Richard  Beckford,  efq..  one  of  the  peti- 
tioners, is  not  duly  eleded  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in 
this  prefent  parliament  for  the  faid  borough  of 
Hindon ; 

That  the  laft  eledion  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
parliament  for  the  ffiid  borough  was  a  void  elcdion. 

At 
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At  the  fame  time  Mr.  Dundas  acquainted  the 

houfe,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  examination  into 

the  merits  of  the  petition.of  James  Calthorpe,  efq. 

and  Richard  Beckford,  efq.  it  having  appeared 

to  thecommittcey  that  the  moft  flagrant  and  no- 

torioirs  adls  of  bribery  and  corruption  had  been 

pmdtfed  ;  and  that  a  very  confiderable  majority 

of  the  eledors  of  the  borough  of  Hindon  had 

been  bribed  and  corrupted  in  a  very  grofs  and 

extraordinary  manner ;  and  that  feveral  others  of 

the  faid  eledtors  had  b€en  concerned  as  agents 

for  that  purpofe ;  the  committee,  defirous  that 

the  houfe  might  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  may  dif- 

courage,  and  if  poffible  put  an  end  to  a  pradlicc 

fo  fiibverfive  of  the  freedom  of  elections,  had 

directed  him  to  lay  before  the  houfe  the  whole 

of  the  evidence  given  before  the  faid  committee, 

with  their  opinions  thereupon.    And  he  read  the 

report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in 

at  the  table,  where  the  fame  was  read  ;  and  the 

refolutions  of  the  committee  are  as  follow  : 

Refohed,  "  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
"  That  Richard  Smith,  efq.  by  his  agents, 
"  has  been  guilty  of  notorious  bribery,  in 
"  endeavouring  to  procure  himfelf  to  be 

«  eledled 
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"  defied  and  returned  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in 
**  this  prefent  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
"  Hindon,  in  the  county  of  Wilts." 

The  like  refolution  refpe<3:ing  Mr.  HoUis. 

Refohedy  «  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
"  That  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  by  his  agents, 
'*  has  been  guilty  of  notorious  bribery,  in 
"  endeavouring  to  procure  himfelf  to  be 
"  eleded  and  returned  a  burgefs,  to  ferve  in 
"  this  prefent  parliament  for  the  faid  bo- 
"  rough  of  Hindon." 

Rejolved^  "  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
"  That  Richard  Beckford,  efq.  has,  by  his 
**  agent,  endeavoured,  by  promife  of  money, 
"  to  procure  himfelf  to  be  eleded  and 
«  returned  a  burgefs,  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
«  parliament,  for  the  faid  borough  of  Hin- 
«  don." 

Rejolvedy  «  That  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
"  That  the  Reverend  John  Nairn,  of  Hin- 
"  don  ;  Fafham  Nairn,  efq.  late  of  Berry's- 
•*  ftrect,    St.   James'*;    Francis   Ward,   of 

«•  Sher- 
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"  Shcrbome-lanc,  London;  Stevens,  a  but- 
«  cher,  at  Saliibury,  commonly  called  Job- 
•«  bcr  Stevens,  &c.  &c.  (in  all,  thirteen, 
««  fpecified  by  iume)  have  ad:ed  as  agents, 
*•  and  have  been  acceflary  to,  and  concerned 
«'  in,  notorious  afts  of  bribery  and  corrup* 
"  tion,  that  have  been  pradlifed  at  the 
«  laft  eledlion  for  the  faid  borough  of  Hin- 
«  don/' 

Re/olved^  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
"  mittee,  that  the  houfe  be  moved  for  leave 
"  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  diffranchife  the  faid 
«  borough  of  Hindon,  in  the  county  of 
«  Wilts." 

The  confideration  of  this  report  was  adjourned 
till  the  ajd  of  February  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  an  order  was  made,  that  the  fpeaker  fhould 
not  iflue  his  warrant  for  a  new  writ,  till  the  houfe 
proceeded  to  fuch  confideration. 

On  that  day,  it  was  Ordered,  **  That  leave  be 
^  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  incapacitate, 
«  from  voting  at  eledlions  of  members  of 
«'  parliament,  one  hundred  and  ninety  per- 

"  fons 
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''  fans  byname  (including  fevcral. of  thofe 
'^'imcntioned  in  the  fifth  refolutions  of  the 
••  committee  J,  out  of  two  hundred  and  ten 
«  who  had  polled- 4t  the  eledionj  »id  for 
«  the  preventing  bribery  and  corruption  in 
•*  the  eledtion  of  members  to  ferve  in  par- 
«'  liament  for  Hindon/* 

Mr.  Dundas,  Mr.  Byng,  Mr.  Elwes,  and  the 
other  members  of  the  committee,  were  ordered 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  this  bill ;  and  in  the 
meantime,  it \v2is  Re/ohed,  "That  the  Speaker 
"  Ihoiild  not  iflbe  his  warrant  to  make  out  a  new 
"  writ  for  a  month  longer." 

On  the  8th  of  March  Mr.  Dundas  prefcnted 
the  bill,  which  was  read,  arid  ordered  to  be  read 
a  fecond  time  on  the  29th  of  that  month.  It 
was  of  courfe  alfo  ordered'  to  be  printed  ;  and  a 
printed  copy  of  the  bill,  with  the  order  for  the 
fecond  reading;  was  ordered  to  be  ferVed  on  all 
the  perfons  named  in  it ;  and  it  was  Re/aJved, 
"  That  leaving  them  at  their  refpeftive  abodes 
*^  (hould  be  good  fervice/' 

The  day  following  (the  i 9th  of '  March)  the 
order  of  the  day  being  read^  and  the  qucftion 

being 
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being  propofed,  for  reading  the  bill  a  fecond 
time,  the  ineflenger,  tvho  had  httn  charged  mih 
the.fefvice  of  the  copies  of  it  on  the  partidsr, 
was  called  to  prove  fuch  fervice ;  and  Thomas 
Spencer,  one  of  the  perfons  named  in  the  bill, 
was,  at  his  own  defire,  heard  on  behalf  of  himfclf^i 
ag^inft  the  bill :  then,  in  confequence  of  a  motion 
-for  that  purpofe,  the  entry  on  the  journals  of  the 
hdufe,  of  the  2 2d  of  March,  1722-23,  and  the 
4th  of  April,  1723,  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
houfe  upon  the  bill  for  infliaing  certain  pains 
and  penalties  upon  Francis,  Lord  Bilhop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  was  read;  after  which,  the  bill  was 
read  a  fecond  time ;  and  it  was  Re/ohed,  •*  That  it 
««  fhould  be  conlidered  in  a  committee  of  the 
*'  whole  houfe,  on  the  5  th  of  Aprils  and  that  the 
•'petitioners  againft  it  fhould  be  heard  before  that 
*'  committee,  by  themfelves  or  their  counfel." 

«  That  it  be  an  inftrudlion  to  the  faid  com- 
«  mirtee  of  the  whole  houfe,  that  they  have 
"  power  to  receive  a  claufe,  or  claufes,  for  in- 
«  flicSting  a  fuitable  punilhment  on  the  faid  Ri- 
«  chard  Smith,  efq.   for  his  faid  ofFcnce,'* 

"  It  pafled  in  the  negative." 

And 
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And  the  fecond  refolution  being  read,  and  a 
fimilar  queftion  put,  refpeding  Mr.  HoUis,  that 
likewife  pafled  in  the  •  negative ;  which  being 
done,  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe,  on  the  bill. 

In  this  committee,  it  being  propofed  to  caU 
certain  perfons,  named  in  the  bill;  and  incapa* 
citated  by  it,  to  prove  the  allegations  it  con- 
tained (for  it  had  been  debated  and  fettled  in  the 
houfe,  in  fomc  former  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  that 
the  evidence  before  the  felcd:  committee,  and 
reported  by  them,  could  not  be  admitted  upon 
this  occafion),  it  was  objeded,  that  they,  being 
parties,  and  like  defendants  in  an  indidment, 
could  not,  without  overturning  the  known  rules 
of  law  and  juftice,  be  received  as  witnefles  in  this 
cafe.  This  objedion  produced  a  debate;  and 
though  it  was  treated  as  of  no  weight,  by  fomc 
gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  it  was  ftrenuoufly  fup- 
ported  by  others,  and  proved  fetal  to  the  bill;  for 
'  all  the  perfons  who  were  capable  of  proving  the 
.:  fads,  and  who  had  proved  them  before  the  feled 
committee,  were  themfelves  offenders,  and  named 
:  in  the  bill. 

When 
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• 

When  the  dTpeaker  rcfumed  she  .chair,  on  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Dundas,  leave  wsus  given  to  bring 
in  a  new  bill,  iimilar  to  the  former,  but  leaving 
out  the  names  of  certaip  peribns,  who  were  in-» 
'tended  to  be  made  ufe  of  as  witneiles^  and  Mn 
Solicitor-general,  Sir  George  Hay^  Mr.  Grcn-» 
ville,  and  Lord  George  Germi^ine,  together  with 
the  members  of  the  feleia  committee,  were  or- 
dered to  prepare  and  bring  it  in* 

On  Wedncfday,  the  lath  of  April,  Mr*  Dun- 
das  prefented  thii  new  bill ;  which  being  received, 
and  read  the  firfl  time^  the  houfe  was  moved^ 
that  the.fcur  firft  refolutions  of  the  feled  com- 
jfxiittee  ihoukl  be  read ;  and  this  being  accordingly 
done,  the  20th  day  of  April  was  appointed  %foi' 
the  fecond  reading.  A  fimilar  order  to  what  had 
been  made  on  the  former  occafion^  was  novt 
made,  relative,  to  the  fcrving  of  the  parties  with 
copies ;  and  orders  were  made  feverally,  that 
Francis  Mead^  Thomas  Spencer,  John  Becket 
(baker),  John  Becket,  fon  of  William,  John 
,  Baldwin,  William  Crabb,  Thomas  Penry,  Tho- 
mas Richardfbn,  .and  Xbomas  More^  pcrfons 
named  in  the  former,  but  omitted  in  this  bill. 

You  IIL  L  ihouW 
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ihould  attend  the  houfe^  at  the  time  appointed 
for  the  fecond  reading. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  now  read,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  and  the 
counfel  againfl  it  (Mr.  Pepys,  for  the  petitioners 
incapacitated  by  the  bill ;  Mr.  Bearcroft  for  the 

"  other  petitioners,  eledters  of  Hindon ;  and  Mr. 
Macdonald,  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nairn)  being  called 
in,   the  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,   and  the 

•petition  of  Thomas  Howell  and  others  was  read, 
and  counfel  heard* 

The  bill  was  then  committed  to  a  committee  df 
the  whole  houfe  for  the  enfuing  day ;  and  the 
fevcral  petitions  were  referred  to  that  committee, 
and  the  witnefles  ordered  to  attends 

On  Thurfday  the  a7th  of  April,  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Howell  and  others,  praying  to  be  ad- 
mitted witnefles,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe :  and  Mr.  Elwes,  chairman  of 
that  committee,  reporting,  that  Thomas  Howell, 
on  being  examined  in  relation  to  the  non-attend^ 
ance  of  Thomas  Spencer  and  John  Becket,  two 
of  the  witnefles  who  had  been  fummoned^  had 

grofsly 
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grofily  prevaricated,  he  was  brdered  td  be  com- 
mitted to  Newgate ;  and  afterwardsi  Mr.  Elwcs 
reporting,  that  William  Lucas,  being  examined 
before  the  committee,  had  grofsly  prevaricated^ 
and  given  falfe  evidence,  he  was  ordered  to  be 
conrniitted  to  the  Gate-Houfe^ 

,A  fimiiar  rejwrti  and  the  tike  order,    were 
ttiadci  concerning  Henry  Chant ;  and  Mr.  Elwes 
reporting,  that  Spencer  and  Becket  had  attended 
the  day  beforci  in  purfuance  of  the  order  of  the 
houfCi  but  had  purpofely  kept  out  of  the  way, 
to  avoid  beihg  ferved  with  the  order  for  their  at- 
tendance this  day,  they  were  ordered  to  be  fent 
for  in  cuilody  of  the  ferjeapt  at  arms ;  and  an 
Ojfder  being  made  for  tUtt  houfe  to  refolve  itfelf 
again,  on  the  Tuefday  following,  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfc,  for  the  fiiture  confi- 
deration  df  the  bilU  the  orders  for  the  attendance 
t)f  the  wltneflcs  were  renewed* 

•  On  Monday  the  ift  of  May^  Thomas  Howell 
was  ordered  to  be  removed  from  Newgate  to  the 
Gate-Houfe,  having  petitioned  the  houfe  for  thac 
purpofe< 

t  ^  On 
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On  Tuefday  the  ad  of  May,  the  ferjcant  at 
arms  being  called  upon  to  give  an  account  of 
what  had  been  done,  iii  relation  to  the  taking 
Thomas  Spencer,  and  John  Becket,  the  mefl^ngerg 
who  were  fent  in  fearch  of  them  informed  the 
houfe,  that  very  ftrid:  inquiry  had  been  made 
after  them,  but  that  they  were  not  as  yet  taken : 
upon  which  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
for  the  confidcration  of  the  bill,  was  put  off  till 
the  Monday  following ;  the  orders  for  themtnefles 
were  renewed ;  and  it  being  fufpedcd,  fnmi  the 
teftimony  given  by  the  perfons'Who  had  been 
committed,  that  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Fafham 
Nairn  had  been  concerned  in  fecreting  Spencer 
and  Becket,  they  were  ordered  to  attend  on  the 
Monday. 

On  Monday  the  8th  of  May,  petitions  were 
prefcnted  from  Howell  and  Lucas,  acknowledge- 
ing  their  prevarications,  which  they  laid  were 
unintentional;  but  alledging  they  had  declared  all 
they  knew  concerning  Spencer  and  Becket,  and 
defiring,  on  account  of  their  poverty,  and  their 
having  families  to  maintain,  that  they  might  be 
admitted  to  alk  pardon  at  the  bar  pf  the  houfe, 

and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


H  I  N  D  O  N«  I4Q 

and    be    difchargcd    without    the   payment  of 
fees; 

Thcfc  pftitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  like  information  as  on  the  Tuefday  pre- 
ceding, was  given  by  the  meflcngers  who  had  been 
fent  in  fearch  of  them,  concerning  Spencer  and 
Bccket. 

Mr.  Smith  and  Captain  Fafham  Nairn  were 
then  examined,  in  relation  to  the  non-attendance 
of  Spencer  and  Bccket ;  after  which,  the  order  of 
the  day,  for  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe 
on  this  bufinefs  being  read,  it  was  Refolved,  "  That 
"  it  appeared  to  the  houfe,  that  from  the  ab- 
«  fence  of  Spencer  and  Becket,  two  material  wit- 
**  neffes  in  fupport  of  the  bill,  it  would  not  be 
'*  expedient  to  proceed  in  it  in  this  feilion  of  par- 
*«  liament." 

It  was  then  feverally  refolved,  that  the  houfc 
would  take  the  report  of  the  feleft  committee 
who  were  appointed  to  try  the  petition  of  James 

1-3  Cal. 
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Galthorpe,  and  Richard  Beckford,  efq.  into  fur-r 
thcr  confideration,  as  early  as  poflible  the  next 
feflion ;  that  until  then  no  warrant  for  a  new 
writ  Ihould  be  ordered ;  and  that  an  humble 
addrefs  fhould  be'  prefented  to  the  king,  to  iffiie 
a  prpclamatipn  for  apprehending  Spenper  and 
Bccket,  with  the  promifc  of  a  reward,  fo  that 
they  might  be  delivered  into  the  cuftody  of  the 
fcrjeant  at  arms  during  this  feflion  of  parliament; 
and  this  addrefs  was  ordered  to  be  prefented  by 
fuch  mernbers  of  the  houfe  as  -were  members  of 
the  privy-council. 

Then,  upon  mopon  for  that  purpofe,  the  firft 
refolution  of  the  feledl  committee^  as  agreed 
to  by  the  houfe  on  the  23d  of  February,  was 
read;  and  then,  upon  a  jpiotion  for  that  pur- 
pofe, the  following  entry  in  the  votes  of  the  houfe^ 
pf  ^he  5th  of  December  laft,  was  read, 

l^filved^  '*  That  if  it  (hall  appear  that  any  per-? 
«^  fp^  bath  procured  himfelf  to  be  eled^ 
V  or  returned  a  member  of  this  houfe,  or 
f*  endeavoured  fo  to  be,  by  bribery,  or  any 
f!  pther  corrupt  pra(^ces,  this  houfe  will 

^A    pro- 
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•^  proceed  with  the  utmoft  fevcrity  againfl 
"  fuch  pcrfon.** 

And  an  order  made^ 

**  That  the  attorney-general  do  forthwith  pro- 
«  fecute  Richard  Smith,  efq.  for  the  faid  offence/* 

The  fecond  refolution  was  read  in  like  manner^ 
and  the  like  order  made,  that  the  attorney-general 
ihould  profecute  Mr.  HoUis. 

The  third  refolution  being  alfo  read,  a  motion 
inade,  and  the  queftion  propofed,  that  the  at- 
torney-general ftiould  profecute  James  Calthorpe, 
efq.  the  previous  queftion  was  p\it,  and  refolved 
in  the  affirmative;  and  then  the  like  order  was 
ma4c  for  the  profccution  of  Mr.  Calthorpe, 

Laflly,  the  fourth  refolution  being  read,  it  was 

ordered  that  the  attorney-general  Ihould  likcwifc 

f9rthwith  prdfecutc  Mr.  Bcckford, 
< 

'  The  addrefs  for  apprehending  of  Spencer  and 
Becket  was  prefented  to  the  king,  and  the  pro- 
clamation iflued ;  but  on  the  Thurfday  the  i  ith 
of  May,  they  furrendered  themfclves;  and,  it  beftig*' 
L  4       -^  fevcrally 
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fevcrally  refolved  by  the  houfe,  '*  That  they  had 
**.  purpofely  abfconded,  in  order  to  avoid  being 
**  fervedwith  an  order  for  tbeir  attendance,  as 
'«  witneffes,  on  a  committee  of  the  houfe/'  they 
were  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Newgate. 

-  On  the  8th  of  May,  1775,  the  houfe  refolved  to 
take  the  whole  matter  into  their  mod  ferious  con- 
fideration  as  early  as  poflible  jn  the  next  fcffion  of 
parliament,  and  that,  in  the  mean  dme^  no  war? 
rant  fhouldbc  ofdered  for  a  new  writ^ 

Qn  the  31ft  of  January,  1776^  an  order  ita^ 
made,  that  leave  fliould  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  fame  purppfes  with  the  two  which  had 
-    been  brought  in  during  the  fgrmef  feffion* 

Monday  the  5  th  of  February,  the  bill  wa^ 
brought  in,  and  the  fccond  reading  was  fixed  for 
the  19th. 

Various  petitions  were  prefented  by  interefted 

parties  againft  the  bill,  who  were  heard  by  coun^ 

I  iel  I  and  after  innumerable  debates  and  adjourn- 

I  raents,  the  houfe  came  to  the  following  refolu- 

Ifon. 

?  RefolvU 
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B^folvedy  f  That  this  houfe  will>  upon  this  daj 
"  three  inonth»>  refolve  itfelf  into  a  coia- 
«  mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider 
'*  further  of  the  bill  to  incapacitate  certain 
^'  pedbns  therein  mentioned,  from  voting 
^'  at  elections  of  members  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
^*  ment  for  th6  borough  of  Hindon^  in  the 
*^  county  of  Wilts.** 

The  reader  will  perceive,  that  by  this  refolu^ 
tian  the  bill  was  virtually  thrown  out;  it  was 
known  that  the  feflion  would  be  at  an  end»  long 
before  the  day  appointed  for  taking  it  again  into 
conftderation  ;  and  all  bills  depending  at  the  end 
of  a  feflion  fall,  of  courfe,  to  the  ground.  If  the 
houfe  had  intended  to  take  up  the  affair  in  the 
fucceeding  feflion,  they  would  have  come  to  a  ' 
like  refolution  with  that  of  the  8th  of  May,  1775; 
but  in  truth  there  was  no  fuch  defign. 

Mr.  Douglas  obferves,   that  there  would  be 
great  difEculty  in  fixing  on  the  new  clafs  of  votera, 
becaufe  the  influence  of  diflfercnt  gentlemen  of 
property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  would 
fiave  been  more  or  Icfs  incrcafed,  or  diminiflicd, 

according 
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according  as  the  freeholders  of  one,  two,  or  more 
hundreds  ftiould  have  been  admitted  to  a  partici- 
pation of  the  right  of  cledlion.     There  was  fomc 
danger  therefore,  that  a  law  which  in  its  origin 
was  intended  to  be  a  public  benefit,  and  to  amend 
the  conftitution,  might,  in  the  end,  turn  out  a 
mere  job,  and  become  fubfervicnt  to  the  parti, 
cular  intereft  of  certain  individuals ;   in  ftiort, 
many  who  had  at  firft  promoted  and  fupportcd 
the  bill,  began  in  the  courfe  of  the  feffion  to  alter 
their  opinion  with  regard  to  it,  or  loft  at  leaft 
much  of  the  zeal  which  they  had  formerly  fhewn 
for  its  fuccefs.    On  the  different  occafions  when 
it  was  to  be  taken  into  confideration,  there  was 
often  other  bufinefs  more  urgent,  and  more  ge- 
nerally interefting,  to  be  difcuffcd ;  and  by  the 
time  that  was  finiftied,  and  the  order  of  the  day 
\  for  the  houfe  to  refolve  itlelf  into  a  committee  on 
[the  Hindon  bill  called  for,  the  greater  number 
^  of  members,  already  worn  out  by  long  attendance, 
•w«re  glad  to  leave  the  houfe:   advantage  was 
!  taken  of  this  by  fome  gentlemen,  who,  from  the 
jbeginning,  made  no  fcruple  of  avowing  their  re* 
(folution  of  employing  every  means  and  every 
Tftratagem  which  the  forms  of  procedure  in  th? 
i  houfe  of  commons  Ihould  furnifti,  or  authorife,  in 
2  order 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ttlNOOK.  135 

fMtler  to  defeat  the  bill.  Forty  members  are  neceflar7 
to  conftitutc  a  houfe ;  and  if  it  appear  that  there' 
18  not  that  number  prefcnt,  an  immediate  adjourn- 
ment muft  take  place.     Whenever  thole  gentle- 
rtien  imagined  the  number  prcfent  was  under  forty, 
they  moved  that  the  houfe  fhould  be  counted ; 
and  in  thi^  manner  the  proceedings  were,  at  fe- 
veral  times,  fuddenly  Hopped ;  viz.  on  Thurfday 
the  7th  of  March,  on  Wednefday  the  27th  of 
that  nibnth,  and  on  Tuefday  the  7th  of  A^ay. 
Another  art  was  praftifed,  with  equal,  or  even 
gfeater  fiiccefs  :  every  polfible  objedlion  to  the 
admiflibility  of  evidence  was  either  raifed  by  feme 
member  -of  the  houfe,  or  taken  by  the  counfcl 
who  attended  at  the  bar,  on  the  part  of  the  per-* 
fons  who  had  petitioned  againft  the  bill^  almojl 
twtfy  fuch  pbjeftion  produced  an  argument,  a 
debate,  a  queftion,  and  a  divifion.     Thus  the 
progrels  of  the  bufinefs  was  clogged  and  retarded 
fq  very  efFedlually,  as  to  make  even  thofe  who 
continued  the   molt  anxious   promoters   of  it| 
defpair  of  ever  bringing  it  to  a  conclufion ;  info-* 
|i>uch,  that  at  length,  .  y  a  fort  of  tacit  agree- 
ment of  all  parties,  the  whole  was  dropped  on 
fhc  8th  of  May,  1776,  and  a  new  writ  ordered  to 
()e  iflued  for  the  eleding  of  t>vQ  burgeifes  to  fervc 

in 
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in  pariiamciit  for  the  borough-  of  Hindon ;  by 
which  means  the  fate  of  Shoreham  and  Cricklad& 
vns  avoided* 

This  borough,  is  now  confidered  as  under  tho^ 
influence  of  William  Beckford,  efq.  of  Foi^^hill ;, 
but  we  have  not  yet  learned  that  it  is  become  mpr^ 
immaculate,  from  the  ordeal  it  haspafled* 

Ancient  State. 

Hindon,  which  is  a  general  thoroughfare  in 
die  road  from  London  to  the  fouth  parts  of  So- 
merfetfhire,  is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcriptioo, 
jgovemed  by  a  bailiff  and  burgeiTes^ 

The  firjft  return  of  this  borough  was.  anno  27 
Henry  VI.  There  was  a  precept  iffued  to  it  anna 
6  Richaid  11.  but  no  anfv  or  was  made  thereto. 

Right  of  Election. 

1701,  April  3.  Is  in  the  bailiff,  burgeffcs,  and 
fuch  inhabitants  only  as  pay  foot  and  lot, 

1701*  May  13,  Is  in  die  inhabitants  of  the 
laid  borough  not  receiving  alms. 

Agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

I728> 
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172^3  April  12.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  of  houfes 
within  the  faid  borough,  being  houfekeepers  and 
parifhioners,  not  receiving  alms. 

NUNTSER   OF   VOTSRS« 

Two  hundred  and  ten. 

Rbturnino  Officer. 
The  bailiff. 

PaTR0K« 

William  Beckford,  efq. 


HEYTESBURY. 

'  *  *  Political  Character. 

THIS  place,  as  well  as  Wcftbury,  which  are 
both  but  fmall  villages,  have  a  right  t9  (end 
membe|s  to  parliament;  while  Warminfter,  which 
is  one  of  the  lai^eft  towns  in  the  county,  has  no 
fuch  privil^e ;  but,  from  their  contiguity  to  it, 
being  four  miles  diftant,  it  derives  only  the  un- 

pleafant 
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pleafant  reflexion,  that  advantages  of  fuch  a  fii- 
pcrlor  tendency  (hould  be  affixed  to  fo  much  in:- 
lignificance. 

The  right  of  eledlion  here  is  in  the  burgage- 
holds,  which  are  about  fifty  in  number,  and  are 
the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and 
W.  P.  Aihe  A' Court,  efq.  each  of  whom  returns 
a  member*  This  town  was  entirely  burned  down 
in  the  year  1 766  ;  lincc  which  time  it  has  been 
rebuilt  to  its  former  extents 

Ancient  SxATfii 

Heitlbui^y,  Heightlbury,  or  Heytfbury,  com- 
monly called  Hafelbury,  is  ail  ancient  borough 
by  prefcription,  governed  by  a  bailiff  and  bur- 
geffes.  Walter  Lwd  Hungerford  built  an  hofpital^ 
or  alms-houfe,  for  twelve  pobr  men  and  one 
woman;  as  alfo  a  houfe  for  a  fchoolm?fter,  whcr 
was  to  be  a  pfieft,  and  not  only  teach  granunar^ 
but  to  overfee  the  poor  men.  Margaret,  his 
U'idow,  obtained  a  licence  from  Heniy  IV.  to 
perfetft  this  charity,  and  fettle  a  chaplain  in  it^ 
to  celebrate  divine  fervice  every  day  in  the  parifh-i 
church,  for  the  fouls  of  hcrfclf,  her  hufband,  and 

other»i 
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Others.    It  has  alfo  a  collegiate  churchy  with 
fourprebendaries>  and  a  free  fchooK 

This  borough  never  fent  to  parliament  till  27 
or  28  Heniy  VI. 

Right  op  Election, 
In  the  burgage-holders. 

Number  of  Votehs. 
Fifty. 

Returning  Officer* 
The  lord's  bailiff. 

Patrons. 

Duke  of  Marlborough^  and  P.  W.A.  A'Coiui; 
cfq, 


WESTBURY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  cledion  in  this  borough  is  of  a 
jpaiticular  nature^  being  in  every  tenant  of  ahjf 

burgage- 
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'burgage  tenement  in  fee,  for  lives,  or  ninety-hine 
years,  determinable  on  lives,  or  by  copy  of  courts 
roll,  paying  a  burgage-rent  of  foui:pencc  or  two-, 
pence  yearly,  being  refident  within  the  ikid  bo- 
rough, and  not  receiving  alms.  There  are  three 
kinds  of  burgage-holds ;  viz.  freehold,  copyhold, 
and  leafehold.  In  fome  places  the  proprietor  of 
yhe  burgage-hold  only  has  a  right  to  vote ;  in 
others,  it  is  in  the  tenant  or  occupier  of  fuch  a 
tenure  ;  fo  that  the  fame  perplexities  and  doubts 

i  which  arife,  as  to  the  right  of  voting,  in  fcot-and- 
lot  or  corporation  boroughs^  happen  alio  in  places 
'of  this  defcription. 

Thefe  burgage  tenures,  which  are  twenty-four 
in  number,  are  the  properly  of  the  Earl  of  Abing- 
don. 

Ancient  SxAtE* 

Weftbury,  which  is  fuppofcd  to  have  received 
its  name  from  being  fituated  in  the  weftern  part 
of  the  county,  is  fuppofed  to  have  rifen  from  the 
ruins  of  an  old  Roman  city,  called  Verlucio^ 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  north :  but  whether  it 
was  that  city  or  not,  it  was  certainly  known  to  the 
Romans^  by  great  quantity  ofRoman  coins  which 

have 
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have  been  found  here.  It  is  twenty-four  miles 
north-weft  of  Salifbury^  and  ninety-five  weft  of 
London^  and  is  faid  to  have  had  formerly  as  great 
privileges  as  the  city  of  Briftol. 

The  firft  return  for  this  borough  was  anno  2J 
Henry  VL  who  is  faid  to  have  incorporated  it. 

CorpoHation 

Confifts  of  a  mayor>  recorder,  and  twelve  bur- 
gefles. 

RiOHi^  OF  Election. 

1 7 62,  Dec*  I.  The  tenants  of  burgage-houfes, 
by  leafe,  for  years  abfolute,  have  a  right  to  vote. 

1715,  June  I  •  Is  in  every  tenant  of  atty  bur- 
gige-tenement  in  fee,  for  lives,  or  nincty-nine 
years,  determinable  on  lives,  or  by  copy  of 
court-roU,  paying  a  burgage-rent  of  fourpencc 
or  twopence  yearly,  being  refidcnt  within  the  faid 
borough,  arid  not  receiving  alms. 

Number  op  Voters* 

Twerity.fout* 

Vol.  III.  M  Returnikg 
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RETuaNiKo  Opficul. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 

Earl  of  Abingdon. 


CALNE. 

Political  CtfARACTBR* 

THIS  borough  has  had  the  honour  of  givii^ 
feats  in  parliament  to  John  Dunniqg,  cfq.  the 
late  Lord  Afhburton,  and  to  Colonel  Barrc.  The 
right  of  eledlion  is  in  twenty-four  ancient  bur- 
gefles,  who  annually  eled,  out  of  thcir  own  body» 
two  guild  Rewards  to  be  the  retqrning  officers-  ac 
eledions  of  their  members  of  parliament. , 

The  influence  which  formerly  prevailed  here, 
was  that  of  Richard  Bull,  efq.  and  Mr.  Ducket  j 
but  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  from  his  popula- 
rity, and  occafional  rclidence  at  Bow  Wood  Park, 
in  this  neighbourhood,  has  had,  for  more  than 

twenty 
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twenty  years,  the  folc  command  and  abfolutc 
controul  over  it. 

Ancient  State. 

Calile>  which  isa  fmall  hot  ancient  taWn,  was 
formerly  endowed  with  various  privileges,  and  isr 
fuppofed  to  have  rifen  out  of  the  ruins  of  an  old 
Roman  colony,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river 
Calne,  nearStudley,  where  Roman  coins  are  fre- 
quently found.  Here  was  one  of  the  palaces  of 
the  Weft  Saxon  kings^  and  probably  had  a  caflle, 
one  of  the  ftrcets  being  called  Caftle-ftrcet,  and 
a  common  field  adjoining,  called  Caftle-field, 
though  there  arc  no  traces  remaining.  There  was 
alfo  an  hofpital  of  Black  canons,  dedicated  to  St. 
John,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  governed  by  a 
matter,  warden,  or  prior,  and  valued,  at  the  dif- 
jR>lution,  at  2I.  2S.  8d.  a  year. 

A  remarkable  accident  happened  here  in:  the 
year  977 :  a  great  fynod  or  convocation  beings 
held,  at  which  the  king,  nobility,  and  bi- 
ihops  were  prefent,  to  decide  a  conteft  between 
<hc  regular  and  fecular  pricfts,  relating  to  the 
celibacy  of  the  clergy,  and  to  the  mofiks  holding 
Benefices,  which  was  confidered  by  the  leculars 
M  2  as 
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as  an  encroachment  upon  their  rights;  as  a  Scotch 
bifhop^  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  was  pleading 
with  great  warmth  for  the  feculars,  all  the  timbers 
of  the  aflcmbly-room  fuddenly  gave  way;  and  the 
whole  ftrucfture  fell  to  the  ground ;  by  which  acci- 
dentnnQfl:  of  the  fecular  priefts  were  killed,  and 
buried  under  the  ruins ;  fome  of  the  other  priefts 
were  alfo  killed,  and  many  wounded  ;  but  the  feat 
of  the  Archbifhop  Dunflan,  who  was  the  chief 
advocate  for  the  monks,  and  the  prefident  of  the 
fynod,  remaining  firm,  and  he  being  unhurt,  his 
prefervation  was  interpreted  as  a  miraoulous  de-* 
claration  of  Heaven  in  their  favour :  upoa 
which,  the  fecular  priefts,  in  Dunftan's  province, 
were  turned  out,  and  monks  placed  in  their 
room. 

This  is  an  ancient  borough  by  prcfcription  5 
and  having  fent  to  all  the  parliaments  in  the  reign 
of  King  Ed^^ard  L  c^fed  fending,  except  anno  i 
Edw.  11.  and  34,  36,  Edw,  IIL  till  a  Rich.  IL 

Corporation 

Confifts    of  twenty-four    capital  burgefles; 
cut  of  which  two  conftables  are  annually  chofen. 

RjGHT 
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Right  of  Elbctioh. 

17 10,  Dec.  22.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough,  having  a  right  of  conunon,  and  being 
fworn  at  Qgbourn-court. 

1723,  Feb.  25.  Is  in  the  ancient  burgefles  of  • 
the  faid  borough  only. 

That  the  right  of  returning  burgefles  is  in  the 
guild  ftewards. 

Number  of  VoTSRSt 
Twen;y-fo^r. 

Retvrning  Officer. 
The  conffables. 

Patrojt* 
Marquis  of  Lanfdown. 


*  DEVIZES. 

PoiiTicAX  Character, 

'    THE  right  of  cleftion  in  this  borough  is  ex- 

clufivcly  in  the  corporation,  confiftingof  amayor, 

M  3  aldermen^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


l$$  DEVIZES, 

aldermen,  and  common  council.  The  influence 
which  prevails  here,  is  that  of  James  Sutton,  efq. 
of  New  Park,  in  this  county,  brother-in-law  to 
the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons^  who  was 
'  once  member  for  this  borough. 

» 

This  town,  which  is  of  a  very  confiderablc 
magnitude,  labours  under  the  fame  difadvantagc 
with  Salifbury  anji  Marlborough,  refpeding  the 
right  of  voting  being  limited  to  the  body  corpo- 
rate, and  not  extending  to  the  people  at]  large. 

.     The  fame  exclufion  cxifting  likewife  in  the 

}  cities  of  Bath   and  Wincheftcr,  the  town  and 

county  of  Poole,  and  in  the  large  towns  of  Portf-, 

mouth,  Plymouth,  Andover,  Tiverton,  Banbury, 

Wycombe,  Dartmouth,  Scarborough,  Thetford, 

'  St.  Edmund's  Bury,  Newport  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 

{ Bewdley,  and  Harwich,  our  obfervatbns  on  thofe 

';  refpedlive  places  will  apply  to  the  chartered  mo-? 

;  nopoly  of  this  borough. 

Ancient  Statb. 

Devizes,  which  probably  derives  its  name  from 

the  Latin  word  divifie^   fignifying  divifion,  and 

.  fuppofcd  to  have  been  conferred  upon  this  town, 

from 
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from  its  being  anciently  divided  between  the  king 
and  the  bifhop  of  Salifbuiy,  is  a  town  of  great 
antiquity,  fuppofed,  by  Dr.  Stukeley,  to  have 
been  the  Pundluobice  of  Ravennus.  The  Romans 
indofed  it  with  a  vallum  and  ditch ;  in  the  lail  of 
which  the  inhabitants  have  made  a  road  almoft 
round  the  town ;  but  in  feveral  places  both  the 
ditch  and  the  vallum  are  ftiil  vifible,  and  took  in 
the  caftle,  which  was  originally  a  Roman  work^ 
ereded  in  a  fine  iituation,  where  it  was  fortified 
by  nature.  In  after-times  it  was  made  almoft 
impregnable,  by  Roger,  biftiop  of  Saliibury, 
though  it  is  now  nearly  deftroyed. 

Many  Roman  coins  of  different  emperors  have 
been  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Devizes, 
together  with  pots  and  other  earthen  veffels,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  Roman.  Juft  without  the  town,  in 
a  pleafant  plain  called  the  Green,  a  large  urn  full 
of  Roman  coins  wis  difcovered  in  the  year  17 14; 
gnd  near  the  fame  place  were  found  buried,  under 
the  ruins  pf  an  ancient  building,  inclofed  with 
Roman  brick,  feveral  brafs  (lacues  of  heathen 
deities,  fuppofed  to  have  been  depofited  there 
about  the  year  234,  when  the  Roman  troops  were 
called  out  of  Britain,  Thefe  were  carried  about 
M4  the 
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the  kingdom  as  a  fhow,  and  confiftcd  of  a  Jupiter 
Ammon»  about  four  inches  long^  weighing  fothe- 
what  above  four  ounces :  Neptune  with  his  tri- 
dent, the  prongs  of  which  were  much  Ihorter  than 
they  are  ufually  rcprcfented;  this  figure  was 
about  four  inches  in  length,  and  weighed  four 
ounces :  a  Bacchus,  much  of  the  fame  weight 
and  dimenfions:  a  Vulcan,  fomewhat  left  than 
any  of  the  above  figures :  a  Venus,  about  fix 
inches  in  length,  with  the  left  arm  brokeiv  off, 
but  much  the  beft  finilhed  of  any  in  the  coUedion : 
a  Pallas,  with  her  helmet,  fhielc],  and  fpear,  be- 
tween three  and  four  inches  in  length :  a  Her- 
cules, about  four  inches  long,  weighing  fix 
ounces  and  a  half.  Beiides  thefe,  there  were  a 
Mercury,  the  wolf  with  Romulus  and  Remus^ 
a  veftal  virgin,  fome  Egyptian  deities,  and  a  cpia 
of  the  emperor  Alexander  Severus. 

This  town,  which  fent  to  all  the  parliaments  of 
King  Edward  I.  made  only  four  returns,  viz.  i, 
«,  9,  and  19  Edw.  II.  till  4  Edw.  III. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  King  Charles  I,  it  confifts  of  a 
mayor^  recorder,  ten  magiftrates^   ^nd  twenty^ 

four 
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Ibur  common*counciimen»  who  have  liberty  of 
making  what  bui^fles  they  pleafe^  all  of  whom 
have  votes  in  election  of  members  to  parliament. 

Right  of  JElbctiok. 

1688,  Mar.  21.    Is  in  the  mayor  and  feleft 
number  of  biirgefles  only. 

Nl7MB?BL  OF    yOTJ5R«. 

Thirty. 

Returning  Officbr. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 

James  Sutton,  efq. 


CHIPPENHAM. 

Political  Character. 

IfHE  corporation  of  this  borough  conGRi  of  a 
bailiff  and  eleven  burgeffes,  who,  in  the  year 
1^24,  on  the  9th  of  April,  contended,  that  the 
exclufivc  privilege  of  voting  for  members  of  par- 

liament 
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liamcnt  was  veiled  in  them ;  but  the  houfc  of  ^ 
ccmimons  then  Rejolv^d^.  *«  Inat  the  buigeflcs 
«'  and  freemen«  more  than  twelve,  have  voices  in 
^'  the  ckaion/* 

In  the  year  1741,  on  the  28th  of  January,  they 
fct  up  8^  iiinilar  claim,  vfYi^xi  the  following  pro* 
pofition  was  put  to  the  houfc ;  That  the  words 
^  bufgefles  and  freemen,"  mean  only  fuch  bur-» 
gefles  and  freemen  as  are  inhabitant  houfeholders 
of  the  ancient  houfcs,  called  free  or  buigage- 
houfes,  within  the  faid  borough ;  which  paflcd 
in  the  negative.  The  right  is  now  underftood  to 
extend  to  the  freemen  of  the  borough,  as  well  as 
to  the  twelve  capital  burgeffes,  whofe  number 
is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  patronage  is  equally  divided  between  Sir 
Edward  Baynton,  bart.  Sir  Samuel  Fludyer,  bart, 
and  Henry  Dawkins,  efq.  An  vnion  of  intereft^ 
between  two  of  thtfe  gentL^men,  renders  voidjj 
and  effedually  excludes,  the  influence  of  the  third. 
A  coalition  at  prefent  exifts  between  Sir  Samuel 
Fludyer  and  Mr.  Dawkins. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State, 


Chippenham,  one  of  the  chief  towns  of  the 
Weft  Saxons,  by  whom  it  was  called  Gyppanham, 
fignifyinga  market-place,  was  one  of  the  palaces 
of  the  Weft  Saxon  kings,  which  Alfred  bequeathed 
to  his  youngeft  daughter  Elfleda,  wife  of  Bald-*- 
win,  earl  of  Flanders.  It  is  feated  on  the  Ibwcr 
Avon,  over  which  it  has  a  handfome  bridge  of 
ilxteen  arches,  ninety-four  miles  weft  of  London, 
It  is  a  large,  populous,  and  well-built  town,  with 
a  magnificent  church,  faid  to  have  been  eredled 
by  the  family  of  the  Hungerfords,  though  fome 
allow  it  to  have  only  been  beautified  by  them. 
It  has,  however,  a  chapel,  ftill  called  Hunger- 
ford's  chapel.  Walter,  Lord  Hungerford,  ob* 
tained  a  licence  from  King  Henry  VI.  for  found-, 
ing  a  chantry  in  this  church,  or  elfewhere  in  the 
parifh,  to  pray  for  the  good  eftate  and  fouls  of 
his  fons,  as  alfo  for  thofe  of  Henry  V.  and  Ca- 
tharine his  wife,  as  well  as  thofe  of  all  the  &ith« 
ful  deceafed. 

This  town  having,  after  the  reigaof  Edwaid  L 
fent  only  to  two  parliaments  of  Edward  11.  and 
four  of  Edward  III.    intermitted  fending  till 

2Ri. 
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2  Richard  IL  and  again  ceafed  fending  after  the 
twelfth  of  his  reign,  till  i  Henry  VI.  It  is  aa 
ancient  borough  by  prefcription. 

Co&POJlATIOM. 

By  charter  of  C^een  Mary  it  is  governed  hy  a 
bailiff  and  twelve  burgefies* 

Right  of  E)i.ection. 

i634>  April  9*    The  burgeffes  and  freemen^ 
more  than  twelve,  have  voices  in  the  eledion* 

1741,  Jan.  a 8.    ^  That  the  words  **  burgefles 
and  freemen"  mean  only  fuch  burgefles  and  frec- 
Bien  as  are  inhabitants,  houfeholders  of  the  an- 
cient houies  called  free  or  burgage  houfes  within 
.  the  faid  borough.'* 

It  paffed  in  the  he^tivc. 

NVMBER   OF   VOTJJJIS^ 

About  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Returning  Officer. 

The  bailiff. 

Patrons. 
Sir  Samuel  Fludyer,  bart.  and  Henry  Daw- 
kins,  efq. 

MALMES^ 
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MALMESBURY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  eledion  in  this  borough^  k,  by 
the  refolution  of  the  13th  of  December,  1702. 
veiled  in  ibiricen  individuals,  an  aldcnoan  and 
twelve  buigeffcs,  who  are  all  the  dependants  of 
Dr.  Wilkins,  a  phyfician  of  this  town.     This 
gentleman  holds  the  lucrative  place  of  receiver- [ 
general  for  the  county;  from  which  circumftancc! 
it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  reprefentatives  for) 
this  place  are  feldom  inimical  to  adminiftration« ' 
Mr.  Paul  Benfield,*one  of  the  gentlemen  returned 
at  the  laft  general  elecftion,  becoming  a  profelytc 
to  oppofition,  ihortly  after  his  acceflion  xo  that 
lituation,  did  not  fail  to  receive  a  hint  from  the 
grateful  dodor,   that  the  vacation  of  his  feat 
became  an  Lidiipenfible  etiquette;  in  confequencc 
of  which  the  Chiltcrn  Hundreds  were  given,  and 
Six  James  Sanderfon  fuccecdedi  to  the  reprefen-^ 
tation  of  this  immaculate  body  of  conflituents. 

ANqiENT  Stats.* 

Malmefbury,  which  is  feated  upon  a  hill  near 
the  banks  of  the  river  Avon,  which  almoft  fur* 

xounds 
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rounds  it,  is  an  ancient  borough,  formerly  de- 
fended by  a  cafllc,  now  in  ruins,  faid  to  have 
been  built  by  a  king  of  the  Britons,  who  gave  it 
the  name  of  Caer-BIadon.  On  its  being  dcftroyed 
in  the    Saxon  wars,    another  caftle   was  built, 
named  Ingelborne,  which  alfa  gave  name  to  the 
place,   and  was  continued  till  Maildulphus,  a 
Scotch  monk,  who,  being  delighted  with  the  fitua- 
tion>  lived  here  as  an  hermit;    but  afterwards, 
fetting  up  a  fchool,  he  built  a  little  hermitage  for 
himfelf  and  fcholars,  whence  it  was  called  Mail- 
dulphufbury,    which    in   procefs  of  tim«    was 
changed  into  Malmefbury.     Aldhelm,  one  of  his 
fchalars>  converted  this  hermitage  into  a  (lately 
abbey,  of  which  he  was  the  firft  abbot.    Berth- 
wald,  by  the  confent  of  King  Ethcldred,  gave 
Sommerford  upon  Thames  to  it ;  and  aibout  the 
year  675,   Eleutherius,   bifliop  of  Winchcftcr, 
gave  it  to  the  town  of  Malmefbury.   King  Ethel- 
ftan,  who  was  buried  here,  was  a  great  benefador, 
and  fo  fond  of  the  memory  of  St.  Aldhelm,  that 
he  chofe  him  for  his  tutelar  faint.     Among  other 
benefaftors  were  Edgar,  Edward  the  Confeflbr, 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  his  queen.     The 
monks  were  of  the  Benedidine  order ;  their  ab- 
bot had  the  dignity  ©f  the  mitre,  and  fat  in  par- 
,2  liament. 
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liament.  At  the  fuppreflion  it  was  endowed  with 
a  revenue  of  803I.  17s.  ^d.  per  annum.  The 
grcateft  part  of  it,  which  is  ftili  ftanding,  appears 
to  have  been  very  well  buiJt,  efpecially  that  part 
which  is  now  the  parifh-church.  There  was 
alio  a  houfe  of  Britifh  nuns  here,  who  were  fup^ 
prefled  by  St.  Auftin,  in  the  fcventh  century,  for 
fuffering  themfelves  to  be  debauched  by  the  foU 
diers  of  the  caftle. 

This  town,  which  was  firft  incorporated  by 
Edward,  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  about  the 
year  916^  and  afterwank  by  Athdftad,  his  ton^ 
fent  members  -ai  crigine^  ^nd  fb  contiaued  tqf 
do. 

Co&POHATIOV. 

By  charter  of  King  William  III.  it  iagoverocA 
by  aa  alderman  and  tweive  capital  buvgefleib 

Right  of  Election. 

1702,  Dec.  13.  Agreed  to  be  in  thealdarfiHMi 
and  twelve  capital  burgeflb. 

NuMBBR  OP  Voters. 
Thirteen^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


176  cr  i  c  icl  a  dc^ 

Returning  Officer. 
The  alderman. 

Patron. 
Dr.  Wilkins. 


CRICKLADE. 

t^OLiTiCAL  Character. 

.  THIS  borough  has  rendered  itfelf  remarkable 
by  its  venality,  and  the  number  of  its  petitions 
on  undue  eledions.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  in 
confequence  of  a  double  return  of  John  Dewar^ 
cfq.  and  Samuel  Peach,  efq.  in  1 774,  which  eledlion 
was  declared  void  in  February  1775.  The  fecond 
fucceeded  in  confequence  of  the  eledion  of 
Mr.  Peach  to  fupply  this  vacancy ;  which,  ill  the 
month  of  February,  1776,  was  determined 
againfl  the  fitting  member,  and  in  favour 
of  John  Dewar,  efq.  The  third  was  the  pe- 
tition of  Samuel  Petrie,  efq.  againfl:  the  re- 
turn of  Paul  Benfield,  efq.  and  John  Mac- 
phcribn,  efq.  at  the 'general  eledion  in  1780  i 

which 
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^hich  complained^  that  at  the  late  eledion  of 
Members  to  £erve  in  parliament  for  the  boroiigh 
of  Cricklade,  in  the  county  of  WittC  P^ul  Ben- 
&t\d,  efq.  John  Macpherfon,  efq.  and  the  peti^ 
tioner,  were  candidates;  and  tha^  previous  to^ 
and  during  and  after  the  poll^  the  faid  Paul  Ben- 
field  and  John  Macpheribn»  hj  themfelves  and 
their  agents^  were  guilty  of  many  grofs  and  no 
tdrious  ^&&  of  bribery  and  corruption^*  whereby 
many  df  the  voters  were  influenced  to  give  their 
votes  for  the  faid  Paul  Benfield  and  John  Mac- 
i>herfon,  and  did  by  themfelves  or  their  agents 
4fntertain  and  allow  td  the  faid  eledlorsj  who  had 
a  tight  to  vote  in  the  faid  eledion^  money,  meat, 
drinic,  cntertainmtent,  or  provifion,  and  by  fuch 
Unlawfiil  means ;  and  by  the  threats  and  promifes, 
and  divers  other  corrupt  and  unwarrantable  prac- 
tices and  proceedings^  of  the  faid  Paul  Benfiel4 
and  John  Macpherfbn,  their  agents  and  abettors^ 
they  have  procured  themfelves  to  be  unduly  re- 
turned td  ferve  in  parliameift  for  the  faid  borough; 
to  the  manifelt  injuty  of  the  petitioner,  and  iri 
violation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  laid 
ix)rough,  and  of  the  commons  of  England;  and 
{hat  thfc  returning  officer,  during  the  couffe  of 
the  faid  eledlion,  admitted  many  perfons  to  poU 
Vol.  Ill;  N  M 
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for  the  faid  Paul  Benfield  and  John  Macphcrfon. 
who  were  not  duly  qualified,  and  rcjedled  the 
legal  votes  of  other  perfons  who  tendered  their 
votes  in  favour  of  the  petitioner ;  and  that  the 
petitioner  conceives  he  had  a  grdat  majority  of 
the  legal  and  uncorrupted  votes  at  the  faid  elec- 
tidh,  and  was  duly  eleded,  and  ought  to  havfc 
been  returned  j  and  therefore,  praying  the  houfe 
to  take  the  premifes  into  coniideration,  and  to 
grant  unto^he  petitioner  fuch  relief  as  to  the  houie 
ftiall  feem  meet. 

A. committee  was  appointed  on  the  4th  of 
January  178a,  to  try  the  merits  qf  this  petition, 
when  a  fcene  of  bribery  and  corruption  prefentcd 
itfelf,  equal  to  what  we  have  reported,  cither  of 
Shoreham,  Shaftefbury,  Hindon,  or  ^rundel ; 
but  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  evidence,  would 
exceed  the  limits  of  all  the  reft  put  together. 

The  committee  reported  to  the  houfe,  on  the 
1  ft  of  February  following,  by5ir  Harbord  Har* 
bord,  their  chairman. 

That  Paul  Benfield,  efq.  is  duly  eledcd. 

That 
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That  John  Macpherfon,  efq,  is  not  duly  eleftcd. 

That  Samuel  Petrie,  efq.  is  not  duly  ele&ed  a 
burgefs  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Cricklade. 

Sir  Harbord  Harbord  alfo  reported,  «  That  it 
"  appears  to  this  committee,  that  there  was  the 
**  mod  notorious  bribery  and  corruption  at  the 
**  lad  eleftion  of  burgefles  to  ferve  in  parliament 
"  for  the  borough  of  Cricklade,  in  the  county  of 
«  Wilts." 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
"  that  the  faid  bribery  and  corruption  require  the 
"  moftferious  confideration  of  parliament/* 

It  was  ordered,  that  the  faid  report  be  taken 
into  confideration  upon  the  1 8th  of  February  inft. 
and. 

That  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  taken  be- 
.  fore  the  faid  feledt  committee  be  laid  before  the 
houfe. 

N  2  It 
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It  was  at  the  fame  time  ordered,  that  no  hew 
writ  for  elefting  a  burgef$  for  the  borough  of 
Cricklade  ftiould  iffue,  until  the  houfe  fliall  have 
proceeded  to  take  the  faid  report  into  confider^- 
tion. 

On  the  1 8th  of  February  the  houfe  refolved  ta 
agree  with  the  committee  in  the  above  refolu- 
tions,  arid  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  to 
prevent  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  eledlions  of 
members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  bo- 
rough of  Cricklade. 

Three  petitions  were  prefented  againft  the  faid 
bill  by  certain  eledtors  of  Cricklade^  on  the  5  th 
of  March  following;  which  were  ordered  to  fie  on 
the  table,  and  the  petitioners  allowed  to  be  heard 
by  counfel  againft  the  biH  upon  the  iecond  reading. 

On  the  7th  the  peritioiier^  were  heard  hy 
counfel,  and  the  bill  wa&  ordered  to  be  com^ 

mitted. 

After  going  through  the  Icveraf  ftages,  the  bill 
palled,  and  received  the  royal  aifent  on  the  17th 
of  May  following.  Isthi  preamble  it  recites^  that, 

^  There 
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"  There'  \ms  Ae  mod  notorious  bribery  and 
^  corruption  at  the  laft  elcdion  of  burgcflcs  to 
■*  fcrve  in  parlian\ent  for  the  borough  of  Crick- 
^  lade^  in  the  county  of  Wilts ;  and  that  fuch 
<'  bribery  and  corruption  is  likely  to  continue  and 
^  bepradlifed  in  the  faid  borough  in  future^  unlefs 
*'  Ibme  means  are  taken  to  prevent  the  fame.     In 
«  order  therefore  to  prevent  fuch  unlawful  prac- 
'*  tices  for  the  future,  and  that  the  faid  borough 
**  may  from  henceforth  be  duly  represented  in 
*'  parliament ;  be  it  enabled  by  the  king's  moft 
'*  excellent  majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
*'  confent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
*«  commons,  in  this  prefent  parFiament  aflembled, 
^«  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  from 
*«  henceforth  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
*'  every  freeholder,  being  above  the  age  of  twcnty- 
.  '*  one  years,  who  Ihall  have,  within  the  hundreds 
*^  or  divifions  of  Highworth,  Cricklade,  Staple, 
«  Kingibridge,  and  Malmfbury,  or  one  or  more 
<•  of  them,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  a  freehold  of 
<f  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  ihillings,  to  give 
«  his  vote  at  every  eledion  of  a  bufgefs  pr  burr 
<«  gefles  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  bo* 
f<  rough  of  Cricklade, 
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"  II.  And  it  is  further  enkded  by  the  autho- 
"  rity  aforefaid.  That  the  right  of  cleAion  of  a 
"  member  or  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
«  the  faid  borough  of  Crickiade,  fhall  be;  and  is 
"  hereby  declared  to  be,  in  fuch  freeholders  *s 
««  aforefaid,  and  in  the  perfons  who,  by  tlxc  cuftofti . 
*'  and  ufage  of  the  faid  borough,  have,  or  ftiall  heffe- 
**  after  have,  a  right  to  vote  at  fuch  eleftiori; 
•«  and  the  proper  officer  for  the  time  being,  to 
«  ^hom  the  return  of  every  writ  or  procefs  do'^s 
«  belong,  is  hereby  required  to-return  the  perlb'n 
«*  or  perfons  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faTd 
**  borough  who  fhall  have  the  major  number  of 
«  votes  of  fuch  freeholders  and  other  perfons 
"  having  a  right  to  vote  at  fuch  eledlion,-  any 
^*  la\<^  or  ufage  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

"  IIL  It  likewife  provides.  That  fuch  free- 
«'  holders  only  Ihall  be  entitled  to  vote  as  fliall  be 
*'  duly  qualified  to 'vote  at  elcdlions  for  knights 
«*  of  the  Ihire  for  the  faid  county  of  Wilts,  ac* 
"  cording  to  the  laws  now  in  being  for  regu- 
"  lating  county  eledlions, 

Mr.  Petric  would  clearly  have  eftablilhed  his 
,right  to  a  feat  in  parliament,  upon  the  merits  of 

the 
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the  above  petition^  but  for  the  admiflibility  of  evi- 
dence which  was  afterwards  proved  to  have  been 
perjured.  His  country  is  certainly  confiderably 
indebted  to  him  for  expofing  fuch  a  fyftem  of 
venality;  and  the  eledors  of  Cricklade  owe  hini 
rheir  gratitude  for  reftoring  them  to  the  fituation 
of  freemen. 

A  number  of  adlions  were  afterwards  brought, 
upon  the  adt  of  2  Geo.  11.  chap.  24,  againft  the 
principals  and  agents,  concerned  in  bribing  and 
corrupting  the  elediors  in  ojrder  to  recover  the 
penalties  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  each  offence; 
when  Mr.  Petrie  was  fortunate  enough  to  recover 
upon  moft  of  them. 

The  election  next  after  pafling  this  ad,  hap- 
pened in  June  1782,  when  the  hon,  George  Ri- 
chard St.  John,  and  Samuel  Petrie,  efq.  were  can- 
didates, to  fupply  the  place  of  Mr.  Macpherfon. 
The  conteft  at  the  poll  was  only  between  Mr. 
St.  John  and  Mr,  Petrie,  the  other  candidates 
having  previoufly  declined.  The  eledlion  was 
decided,  by  a  great  majority,  in  Mr.  St.  John's 
favour :  but  Mr.  Petrie  petitioned  againft  him. 
This  petition,  which  was  not  tried  during  the 
N  4  feffion 
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feffion  in  which  it  was  prcfent^,  was  renewdd  in 
the  Ibflion  following^  but  (bon  after  withdrawn. 

At  the  general  election,  in  1784,  Charles  Weft-. 
Icy  Coxe,  cfq.  and  Robert  Adamfon,  cfq.  were 
candidates  in  the  Oppofi^ion,  or>  what  was  then 
called,  the  Coalition  intereft,  and  were  oppofed  by 
John  Walter  Hencage,  cfq.  and  Robert  Nicholas, 
4tfq.  who  wereoa  the  fide  of  Adminiftration.  The 
poll,  according  to  the  return  of  the  bailiff,  was  as 
jfollows : 

Mr.  Coxc        —  —  443 

Mr.  Adamfon  —  435 

Mr.  Hcneage  —  373 

Mr.  Nicholas  —  358 

A  petition  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Heneage  and 
Mr.  Nicholas,  againft  this  return ;  ivhich  cam« 
to  be  heard  before  a  committee  on  the  14th  of 
February,  1785;  when  it  appeared,  thatanum: 
bcr  of  fiftitious  voters  had  been  made  under  the 
fight  of  the  borough  of  Crickiade,  where  the  in- 
habitants poffefling  houfes>  who  are  feeeholders, 
topyholders,  or  leafcholders,  for  any  term  not 
lefs  than  three  years,  or  for  any  futh  term,  or 
greater  term,  determinable  on  life  or  live?,  /ucb 

free;- 
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freeholder  J  copyMder,  ^  lea/ebolder,  having  been  in 
the  occupation  of  the  boufe^  for  which  be  may  claxM 

to  vote^  forty  days  preceding  theeleSion. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-fix  of  thefc  votes  were 
objedled  to^  for  hsLvmg  fraudulent  leqfes,  or  none 
at  all;  fome,  as  not  having  been  r^fidcnt  forty 
days;  and  others,  as  inmates,  or  having  ipUt 
tenements.  Forty  votes  were  objeAed  to  as  pariflli 
poor;  befides  twenty  of  the  hundred  voters  who 
ipere  glib  objedted  to  for  different  r^fons.  It  ap^ 
peared  in  evidence,  that  moft  of  thefc  votes  ha4 
been  faggoted,  and  that  the  returning  officer  had 
been  guilty  of  grofs  partiality  in  favour  of  the 
fitting  members.  On  the  4th  of  April  the  conw 
mittec  reported  to  the  houfe,  ♦*  That  the  petit 
«  tioners  were  dul^  eledled,  and  ou^ht  to  have 
«•  been  returned/' 

The  chairman  at  the  fame  time  reported^  *<  That 
f«  theconduftofthc  returning  officer,  in  taking 
f<  the  poll,  and  making  the  retup,  at  the  laft 
f  cleftion  of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament  fbf 
ff  (he  borough  of  Cricklade^  was  partial  an4 
f»  illegal ;  wherebv  a  colourable  majority  wasob^ 

<c  tailed 
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«  tained  on  the  poll,  for  Mr,   Coxc,  and  Mr* 
^  Adanifon." 

This  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration 

by  the  heuTe,  after  long  and  tedious  debates,  and 

repeated  adjournments,    the  whole  feflion  was 

ipent  without  coming  to  any  conclufion  upon  the 

^^  fubjedl. 

In  1790  Mr.  Nicholas  was  made  a  commifr- 
fioncr  of  excife,  and  Thomas  Eaftcourt,  efq.  was 
chofen  in  his  room. 

At  the  laft  general  jcleftion  Mr.  Petrie  again 
offered  himfelf  a  candidate,  in  oppolition  to  the 
old  members;  when  the  numbers  were,  for 

Mr.  Eaftcourt  —  246 

Mr.  Heneage  —  194 

•  Mr,  Petrie  —  1 1 1 

The  two  former  gentlemen  being  returned,  iA 
confequehce  of  their  majority,  Mr.  Petrie  agarft 
became  a  petitioner ;  the  merits  of  which  conteft 
remains  over  for  hearing  the  next  feflion  of  parlia- 
merit. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State. 


Cricklade,  or  Crekcladc,  which  is  a  town  fitu- 
ated  pn  the  Thames,  is  faid  to  have  been  called 
Cerigwlady  a  Britifli  word,  fignifying  a  ftony  or 
rocky  country,  like  that  in  which  the  town  is 
fituated :  but  fome  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  com* 
pounded  of  the  Saxon  word  Craecca,  a  brook,  and 
Ladian,  to  empty ;  becaufe  the  two  fmall  ftreama, 
the  Churn  and  Rey,  here  difcharge  themfelvies 
into  the  Thames.  Others  fay,  it  was  called 
Grekelade,  from  a  Greek  fchool,  which  being 
tranflated  to  Oxford,  was  the  origin  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  that  city;  but  Camden  feems  to  be  of 
opinion  that  this  ftory  is  fabulous.  It  is,  however, 
of  great  antiquity,  and  was  formerly  a  confider- 
able  place,  though  at  prefent  it  has  nothing  extra- 
ordinary. 

This  place,  which  is  an  ancient  boi-qUgh  by 
prefcription,  governed  by  a  bailiff,  having  fent  to 
parliament  in  the  reign  of  Edvv.  I.  returned  after- 
wards only  anno  ao  Edw.  II.  and  8  Edw.  III. 
andceafed  again  fending  after  Richard  IL  (except 
I  Hen.  IV.  and  i,  2,  9^  Henry  V.)  till  Hen.  VI. 

Right 
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Right  or  Electioi^. 


16S4,  April  I.  Is  in  the  frtcholderg  and  copy^ 
hiAdtts  of  the  borough*houfes^  and  leafeholdejr^ 
fer  any  term  not  under  three  years  only* 

168^,  June  10.  Agreed,  by  the  cQonfel  on  both 
fides,  to  be  in  the  freeholders,  copyholders,  and 
leafeholdcrs  for  three  years. 

1689,  A{ml  I.  Agreed,  by  thecounfel  on  both 
fides,  that  the  right  of  eIe£lion  is  in  the  freeholders 
and  copyholders  of  borough-houfes,  and  leaic* 
holders  for  any  term  not  under  three  years. 

1776,  Feb.  8.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  poflefling 
honies  within  the  faid  borougl^,  who  arc  free- 
holders, copyholders,  or  leafeholdcrs  for  any 
term  not  lefs  than  three  years,  or  for  any  fuch 
term,  or  greater  term,  determinable  on  life  or 
lives;  fuch  freeholder,  copyholder,  or  leafeholdei^ 
having  been  in  the  occupation  of  the  houfe  for 
which  he  may  claim  tp  vote,  four  days  preceding 
iny  cledion. 

That  the  houfes  which  were  in  the  occupation 
of  Thomas   Bound,    Thomas    Kilmafter,    fen. 

Richard 
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Richard  Liddell,  William  Mabfon^  John  Pounds, 
and  Robert  Strange,  at  the  laft  clcdlion,  ait 
tvidiin  the  boundajry  of  the  faid  borough* 

17S2.  By  aft  of  pariiament  is  further  veltal 
In  the  freeholders  of  the  five  hundreds  or  divifions 
of  Highworth,  Cricklade,  Staple,  Kinglbridg^ 
and  Malmefburjr^ 

Number  of  Vot£rs# 
Twelve  hundred. 

Returning  Officer* 
The  bailiff. 


GREAT  BEDWIN- 


PoLiTiCAi  Character^ 

THE  right  of  eledioh  here  is  in  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  ancient  burgage  mefliiages^  m 
number  above  eighty,  and  returned  by  the  pdrtrcyc^ 
called  mayor,  who  is  chofen  at  the  lord's  couft^ 
and  appoints  a  bailiff  to  ad  under  him. 

The 
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The  Earl  of  Aylefbury  is  the  lord  of  the  manor; 
in  confequence  of  which  he  has  the  appointment 
of  the  returning  officer.  His  Lordlhip  alfo  pof- 
feffes  the  major  part  of  the  property ;  fo  that  his 
nomination  of  the  reprefentatives  can  neither  be 
oppofed  nor  contradicted,  with  any  profped  of 
fuccefs. 

Ancient  Staxe. 

Bcdwin,  or  Great  Bedwin,  which  is  fituated 
feventy-two  miles  from  London,  is  an  ancient 
borough  by  prefcription,  and,  in  the  Saxon  times, 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  metropolis  of  the  jurif- 
didlion  of  Ciffa,  viceroy  of  Wiltfhire  and  Berk- 
fliire,  under  the  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  who 
built  a  caftle  in  the  fouth  part  of  the  town^  the 
ditches  of  which  are  ftill  vifible.  It  has  alfo  a 
ipacious  church  built  of  flints. 

This  very  ancient  borough  fent  to  all  the  par- 
liaments of  King  Edward  I.  and  having  returned 
anno  i,  8,  Edward  II.  36,  37,  Edward  III.  and 
to  feven  parliaments  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II. 
.  intermitted  fending,  after  the  tenth  year  of  that 
.reign,.!  Henry  IV.  exceptedr till  9  Henry  V. 
fince  which  time  it  has  conftantly  returned. 

Right 
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RictiT  OF  Electiok. 

1729,  March  29.  In  the  freeholders  and  inha^ 
bitants  of  ancient  burgage-mefluages. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  eighty. 

RsTiTRNiNG  Officer* 

The  portrevc,  who  is  called  a  mayor,  and  is 
chofen  at  the  lord's  court,  and  appoints  a  bailiff 
under  him, 

Patrok, 

Earl  of  Aylelbury. 


LUDGERSHALL. 

Political  Character. 

.  THIS  place,  which  in  its  dimenfions  is  only 
a  fmall  village,  has  a  right,  of  a  very  complicate^ 
kind,  to  fend  members  to  parliament,  ''being  in. 
•*  fuch  perfons  who  have  any  eftate  of  inheriuncc^^ 
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♦*©r  freehold  or  leafehokl^  determinable  updii 
^  life  or  lives,  within  the  borough,  not  confined 
**  to  entire  ancient  houlcs,  or  the  fitcs  of  ancient 
^  houfes  within  the  (aid  borough.'* 

The  majority  of  thefe  eftates  was  formerly  the 
[property  of  George  Augiiftus  Selwyn,  tU{.  of 

S  facetious  memory ;  at  whofe  demile  they  defcended 
to  the  prefent  Lord  Vifcount  Sydney :  the  mino-^ 
rity  of  them  is  the  property  of  Mr,  Everett,  a 
banker  in  London. — This  divifion  of  local  fuf^ 
firage  has  been  the  caufe  of  litigation  between  the 
parties,  and  produced  d  petition  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  againft  the  return  of  the  two  memfe«ers 
in  the  intereft  of  Lord  Sydney;  which  being- 
heard  in  1 791,  was  determined  in  their  favouf* 

Mr.  Selwyn,  one  of  the  fitting  members,  dying 
in  the  interim,  a  new  writ  was  accordingly  iflued  ; 
when,  at  the  enfuing  eledlion,  another  conteft 
iirofe,  Samuel  Smith,  efq.  being  propofed  a  can- 
didate in  the  intereft  of  Lord  Sydney,  and  Mr; 
Alderman  I^ewhham  in  that  of  Mr.  Everett; 
when  Mr.  Smith  was  returned,  and  a  petition,  of 
a  fimilar  tendency  with  the  laft,  was  prefented  to 
flie  hoafe  of  commons;  the  merits  of  whicfi 

have 
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^av6  hot  as  yet  come  on  to  be  heard.  The 
matter  in  que(lion>  between  the  eontending  par^ 
ties,  depends  upon  the  legality  of  fplitting  thofe 
iftates  to  which  the  right  of  voting  is  annexed  : 
the  number  of'  votes,  in  Browne  Willis's  time, 
were  fcventy;  but  they  are  now  divided  into 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine,  and  are  held  by  the 
tenants  and  friends  of  the  two  proprietors,  who 
refide  in  different  parts  of  Wiltfhire  and 
Hampfhijfe,  but  who  are  kind  enough  to 
come  here,  at  the  time  of  eleftion,  to  perform 
the  ceremonial  part  of  delegating  i  rcprcfenta-i 
tivc  for  this  borough  to  the  legiflative  aflcmbly 
|)f  the  Britifh  nation.- 

Ancient  Statb. 

liiggei-fliail,  Lu(%erftiall,  or  Lurgerfliall,  which 
is  fituated  fifty-feven  miles  weft  of  London,  is  an 
ancient  borough  by  prefcription,  governed  by  a 
bailiffi  annually  chofen  at  the  court-leet  of  th^ 
Jord  of  the  manon 

This  borough,  which  fent  to  all  the  parliaments 

in  the  feign  of  King  Edw.  L  made  three  returns 

VoL.tJII.  O  in 
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in  the  reign  of  Edw.  11.  and  three  in  the  reigrt 
of  Edw.  IIL  ceafed  fending  after  9  Ric.  II.  till 
9  Hen.  V. 

Right  of  Election. 

1689^  Feb.  11^  Is  in  fuch  perfons  as  have  an 
cflate  ^of  inheritance,  or  freehold  or  leafehold^ 
determinable  upon  life,  within  the  faid  bo- 
rough* 

1705,  Jan.  17.  Is  in  the  freeholders  or  leafc-- 
holders  of  the  faid  borough,  determinable  upon 
life  or  lives* 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  {tYcnty4 

Retukking  Officer^ 

The  lord's  bailiff. 

PatronJ 
Lord  Vifcount  Sydney* 


OLD 
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OLD  SARUR 

PojLiTicAL  Character. 

THIS  borough  wa^  quite  decayed,  and  reduced 
to  only  one  houfe,  in  the  time  of  Browne  Willis, 
occafioned  by  the  trahflation  of  the  old  city  to  the 
new  one,  which  is  about  a  mile  lower  on  the  river, 
of  which  there  is  now  only  a  fmall  veftige  re- 
maining. The  members  are  chofen  by  a  bailiff 
and  fix  burgefles,  who  are  appointed  by  Lord 
Camelford,  the  lord  of  the  borough,  and  entruftcd 
by  him  with  burgage  fcites. 

This  borough,  with  the  affiftame  of  MidhurftJ 
fends  four  members  to  parliament,  although! 
there  is  not  a  fingle  houfe  ftanding,  nor  a  perfoni 
living,  within  the  limits  of  either,  toberepre-i 
fented.  The  boroughs  of  Gatton  and  Caftlc; 
Rifing  have  each  tw9  boujes  only,  and  they  have/ 
each  two  reprefentatives* 

Thus  is  the  legiflative  part  of  our  conftitution 

made,  of  fome  members  who  reprefent  neither 

houfes  nor  perfons,  of  others,  who  are  the  repre- 

O  2  fentatives 
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fentatives  only  of  fingle  individuals,  and  of  man/, 
whofc  conftituents  do  not  exceed  ten  in  number. 

Ancient  State. 

Old  Sarum,  which  was  the  Roman  Sorbio- 
dunum^  was  formed  upon  one  of  the  moft  ele- 
gant defigns  that  can  be  imagined,  and  was 
probably  a  fortrefs  of  the  ancient  Britons.  Whe- 
ther Julius  Caefar  pulhed  his  conquefts  thus  far, 
is  diiputed  ;  but  that  it  was  frequented  by  the 
Roman  emperors  is  certain,  from  the  coins  of 
Conftance,  Magnentius,  Conftantine,  and  Crif- 
pus,  having  been  frequently  found  there.  Ken- 
rick,  the  Saxon,  after  having  conquered  the  Bri- 
tons in  553,  was  the  firft  that  got  poffeflion  of 
this  place,  where  he  frequently  refided ,-  and  his 
pofterity,  being  the  Weft  Saxon  kings,  continued 
here  till  Egbert  brought  the  whole  heptarchy 
under  his  dominion.  Edgar,  his  diftant  fuc- 
ceflbr,  called  a  great  council  or  parliament  here, 
in  the  year  960,  in  which  were  enadcd  feyeral 
laws  for  the  government  of  the  church  and  ft:a(e. 
In  the  year  1C03,  which  was  the  year  after  King 
Etheldred's  general  maflacre  of  the  Danes,  King 
Swaine  invaded  it  with  a  great  army;  and  having 
vanquifhed  the  inhabitants,  took  the  city,  which 
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he  pillaged  and  burnt,  and  returned  to  his  fliips 
with  great  wealth. 

After  this  calamity,  the  city  did  not  recover 
its  ancient  fplendor,  till  Lanfrank,  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  in  the  year  1070,  decreed  in  a  fynod, 
that  fuch  bifhops  as  were  fettled  in  fmall  towns^ 
ihould  remove  to  places  of  greater  note  and  fame ; 
upon  which  the  united  fees  of  Ramfbury,  and 
Sherborn  in  Dorfetfhirc,  were,  in  1072,  tranf- 
lated,  by  biftiop  Herman,  to  Old  Sarum.  He 
there  began  to  ereft  a  cathedral,  which  was 
finifhed  in  the  year  1092,  and  dedicated  to. the 
Virgin  Mary.  But  it  is  faid,  that,  the  day  after 
its  confecratipn,  the  fteeplc  was  fct  on  fire  by 
lightning. 

The  city,  notwithftanding,  began  to  flourifli 
greatly;  infomuch,  that  the  Norman  kings,  after  the 
4eath  of  William  I.  frequently  refided  here,  and 
held  their  parliaments.  In  the  reign  of  King  Ste- 
phen; a  difference  arifing  between  him  and  the 
bifhop,  the  king  feized  the  caftle,  and  placed  in  it 
a  governor  and  a  garrifon.  This  occafioned  fre- 
quent dilputes  between  the  bilhop  and  the  foldiers^ 
whofe  being  here  was  now  confidered  as  a  vio- 

O  3  lation 
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lation  of  the  liberties  of  the  chqrch,  This,  with 
the  want  of  water,  made  the  biftiop  and  ca- 
nons rcfolve  to  remove  to  a  more  commodious 
place ;  but  they  could  not  put  their  purpofcs  in 
execution  till  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  when  bi- 
ihop  Poor  laid  the  foundation  of  a  cathedral,  in 
a  place  called  Merryfield,  about  a  mile  to  the 
fouth-eaft  of  the  old  one  ;  and  this  new  church, 
which  was  almoft  forty  years  in  building,  gave 
rife  to  the  city  of  Saliibury,  and  is  a  magnificent 
ftrudlure,  ftill  in  being.  It  at  the  fame  time 
proved  the  entire  deftrudion  of  Old  Sarum ;  for 
the  materials  of  the  houfes,  caftle,  and  walls, 
being  removed,  in  order  to  form  the  buildings  of 
the  new  city,  this  ancient  one  was  gradually  de- 
ftroyed.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  it  was  in  a 
manner  entirely  deferted ;  and  for  many  years  paft, 
there  has  been  only  a  farm-houfe  left,  and  even 
that  is  now  demolifhed  ;  notwithftanding  which, 
it  is  ftill  called  the  borough  of  Old  Sarum,  and 
fends  two  members  to  parliament,  who  arechofen 
by  the  proprietors  of  certain  lands ;  but  whom 
they  canjuftly  be  faid  to  reprefent,  it  is  difficult  to 
determine,   • 

This  town  firft  returned  members  to  parlia- 
ment, 23  Edw.  I.  and  then  intermitted  fending 

4  till 
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till  34  Edw.  III.  fince  ^vhich  time  it  has  con- 
ilantly  returned. 

Right  of  Election. 

1688,  Nov.  14.    Is  in  the  freeholders,  being 
burgage-holders  of  the  faid  borough. 

Number  of  Voters. 
J^Iomiijally  SEVEN,  but  adhially  only  ONE. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  bailiff. 

Patron. 
Lord  Camelford, 


WOOTON  BASSET. 


Political  Character. 

l^HIS  fmall  borough  was  ftrongly  contefted  in 
the  year  1784,  between  the  interefts  of  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon^  and  Lord  Vifcount  Bolingbroke. 

O  4  George 
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Goorge  Ticrncy,  efq.  was  a  candidate  in  the 
intereft  pf  the  former;  and  the  prefent  Lord 
North,  and  the  Hon.  R.  S.  Conway,  in  that  of 
the  latter.  Thefc  two  laft  gentlemen  had  a  ma- 
jority on  the  poll,  and  were  accordingly  returned ; 
but  a  petition  was  prcfented  by  George  Tierney^ 
efq.  which  was  heard  in  the  month  of  April, 
1785,  when  the  committee  decided  in  favour  of 
the  fitting  members. 

Since  the  above  conteft,  thefc  noblemen  have 
agreed,  to  avoid  future  litigation  and  expence^  IQ 
permit  each  other  to  return  one  member.' 

Ancient  State. 
Wotton  Baflet,  or  Wooton  BaflTet,  which  is  t 
iDorough  town  by  charter  and  prefcription,  is 
fituated  in  a  large  park,  near  the  foreft  of  Bedern^^ 
at  the  diftance  of  feventy-eight  miles  from  Lon- 
don. 

This  borough  firft  fent  members  to  parliament 
in  the  25th  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 

Corporation. 

It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  twp  aldermenj  and 
twelve  capital  bui^efles. 

s  Right 
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Right  op  Election 
Is  in  the  inhabiunts  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  one  hundred. 

, Returning  Officer, 
The  mayor. 

Patrons. 
Earl  of  Clarendon  and  Lord  Vifcount  Bolifig^ 


J^roke^ 


MARLBOROUGH. 

Political  Character. 

IN  this  town,,whichj  for  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  the  trade  it  carries  on,  may 
hold  a  rank  equal  to  fome  of  the  firlt  in  the 
county,  the  right  of  voting  for  members  of  par- 
liament is  in  the  corporation  only,  confiding  of  a 
mayor  and  two  bailiffs,  chofen  out  of  twenty  ca« 
pital  burgefles.   Here,  like  as  at  Qarton,  two  men^ 

who 
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who  are  a  majority  of  the  eledlors,  return  two 
reprefentatives  :  now,  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  and  the 
common  acceptation  of  the  word  reprefentative, 
thefe  perfons,  who  are  thus  eledled,  are  bound/ 
not  only  to  liften  to  the  inftrudUons  of  their 
conftituents ,  but  alfo  to  obey  them  :  fup- 
pofe,  therefore,  this  poflible  cafe ;  that  a  fubjedl 
ihould  be  debated  in  parliament,  in  which  the 
interefts  of  this  country  were  deeply  concerned, 
but  where,  at  the  fame  time,  the  good  of  the  whole 
might  be  injurious  to,  and  militate  againft,  that 
of  thofe  two  individuals;  would  not  the  member? 
be,  upon  every  account,  bound  to  give  their  voices 
in  the  fenate  agreeably  to  the  will  of  thofe  who 
fcnt  them  thither,  without  confulting  the  benefit 
of  thofe  with  whofe  welfare  they  arc  not  fo  im- 
mediately concerned? 

Ancient  State. 

Marlborough^derives  its  name  from  its  fituar 
tion  at  the  bottom  of  a  chalk  hill,  anciently  called 
Marie ;  it  flands  on  a  Roman  road,  and  was  the 
Roman  flation  called  Cunetio.  The  ruins  of  a 
caftle,  apparently  of  Roman  work,  are  ftili  vi- 
fible. 

A  Par- 
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A  parliament  was  once  held  here  ;•  and  a  law 
for  the  fuppreffion  of  tumults,  ftill  retains  the 
title  of  the  ftatutes  of  Marlborough. 

It  is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription, 
and  gives  the  title  of  duke  to  the  family  of  Spen- 
cer. 

The  remains  of  a  priory,  of  the  Sempringham 
order,  the  gate-houfe  of  which  ftill  remains,  and, 
which  fubfifted  before  the  reign  of  King  John, 
are  ftill  to  be  feen  here. 

It  was  a  royal  foundation,  dedicated  to  St. 
Margaret ;  and  its  revenue  was  valued,  at  the 
fuppreffion,  at  30I.  9s.  6d.  a  year.  Here  was  an 
hofpital  for  a  mafter  and  feveral  poor  fick  bre- 
thren, in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  III.  It  was  dedicated  to  Si.  Thomas  of 
Canterbury,  and  in  the  time  of  king  Richard  the 
Second,  was  annexed  to  the  above  priory.  Here 
was  alfo  an  hofpital  for  brethren  and  fifters,  before 
the  fixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  John :  it 
was  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift,  and  its 
revenues  valued,  at  the  fuppreffion,  at  61. 1 8s/  4d. 

per 
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per  annum.    In  this  town  was  likewife  a  houfe  of 
White  friars,  founded  in  131 6,  by  John  Goodwin 
and  William  Rcmelbefch,  merchants. 


This  borough  fent  members  to  parliament  ai 
criginc. 


j 
I 
I 
I 
Corporation.  I 

It  confifts  of  a  mayor  and  two  bailiffs,  chofen  I 

out  of  twenty  capital  burgefles.  I 

I 
Right  or  Election. 

1717,  13  May.     Is  in  the  mayor  and  burgefles 
of  the  faid  borough  only. 

Number  of  Votir«, 
THREE. 

Returning  Officer, 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 

Earl  of  Aylcfcury. 

r 

WOR. 
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WORCESTERSHIRE. 


Political  Character. 

THIS  county  is  not  under  the  immediate  in- 
fluence of  either  ariflocracy  or  admini- 
Uration.  The  Earl  of  Coventry,  Lord  Foley,  and 
Lord  Somers,  have  refidences  and  confiderable 
cftates  here  ;  but  an  union  of  their  interefts  could 
not,  in  oppofition  to  the  inclinations  of  the  inde- 
pendent freeholders,  procure  a  return  of  the 
members  to  reprefent  it  in  parliament.  If  the 
above  noblemen  fliould  make  fuch  an  attempt,  we 
doubt  not  but  that  their  expedtations  would  be 
fruflrated,  and  their  defigns  rendered  abortive, 
by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  people. 

The  political  hiftory  of  this  county  has  been 
rendered  remarkable  for  the  unconftitutional  in- 
terference of  the  bilhop  of  this  diocefe,  at  the 
general  eleftion  in  1702,  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  AnqA 

A  conu 


\ 
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A  complaint  was  made  to  the  houfe  on  the 
id  of  November  following,  that  the  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Worceftcr,  and  Lloyd  his  fon,  had  been  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  privilege  at  the  laft  eleftion  for 
that  county.  The  fame  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  coniideration  on  the  1 8th  of  the  fame  month; 
ivhen  the  houfe,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  proceeded  to  take  into  coniideration  the 
complaint  of  Sir  John  Pakington,  the  ad  inft. 
^ainft  the  Lbrd  Bifhop  of  Worcefter,  and  Mr* 
Lloyd,  his  fon,  relating  to  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  houfe  of  commons :  and  Sir  John 
Pakington,  in  his  place,  acquainted  the  houfe, 
that  he  had  reduced  the  matter  of  the  faid  com^ 
plaint  into  feveral  heads ;  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  is  as  follows  :  viz* 

w  I  ft.  That,  foon  after  the  parliament  rofe^ 
the  Bifhop  of  Worcefler  took  upon  him  to 
fend  to  me  to  defifl  from  flanding  to  be  eleded 
knight  for  that  county,  and  to  threaten  me,  that 
if  I  did  not  defift,  he  fhould  think  himfelf  obliged 
to  fpeak  againfl  me  to  his  clergy. 

«  adly.  He  fent  fome  l4ftcrs  himfelf,  and  his 
fecretary  fent  others,  to  feveral  of  his  clergy, 
with  diredions  to  make  what  interefl  they  could 

againft 
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Sgainft  mc  in  their  fevcral  parifhes ;  and  where 
they  could  not  prevail^  with  fuch  who  voted 
fingly  for  me  in  the  laft  eledion,  to  give  a  vote 
for  one  or  both  the  other  candidates^  tliey  (hould 
delire  them  to  ftay  at  home ;  and  in  order  to  this^ 
his  lordlhip  fent  them  copies  of  the  poll  of  their 
l:efpe<aive  parifhes* 

**  3dly,  He  aipctfed  me  to  his  clergy,  branding 
me  and  my  anceftors  with  feveral  vices ;  and^  at 
his  confirmation  and  vifitations,  folicited  his 
clergy  to  vote  againft  me,  reprefenting  me  as 
Very  unfit  to  ferve  in  parliament,  and  threatening 
them  with  his  difpleafure,  if  they  did  not  vote 
againfl  me« 

**  4thly,  He  alperfed  me  and  my  anceftors  to 
feveral  of  the  laity,  who  were  his  tenants,  and 
threatened  them,  that,  if  they  would  not  vote 
againft  me,  they  fliould  never  renew  any  eftate 
under  him  ;  and  that  he  would-  fet  fuch  marks 
upon  them,  that  his  fucceffors  ftiould  not  fuffer 
rhem  nor  their  children  to  renew  any  more. 

**  5thly,  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  biftiop's  fon,  afperfed 
me,  and  gave  fcandalous  charadters  of  me  to  feveral 

free- 
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freeholders,  whom  he  folicited  to  vote  againrf' 
me,  and  told  them  1  voted  for  bringing  in  st 
French  government. 

♦«  6thly,  The  bifliop's  fecretary  alperfed  me  td 
fevcral  freeholders  in  the  like  manner;  reprefent- 
ing  me  as  unfit  to  fit  in  the  houfe,  threatening 
them  with  the  bi{hop*s  difpleafure,  and  faid  they 
might  as  well  vote  for  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  fojr 
me.". 

After  which,  the  witneffes  to  the  rcfpedivc 
heads  were  called  in,  and  examined  at  the  bajr 
thereunto ;  and  then  they  feverally  withdrew- 

Refolvedy  nemine  contradicente,  «^  That  Sir  johit 
^«  Pakington  has,  by  evidence,  fully  madcf 
*'  out  the  charge  which  he  exhibited  againft 
«  the  Lord  Biftiop  of  Worceften" 

Refolvedy  nemine  contradicente^  *^  That  Sir  John 
^*  Pakington  has  fully  made  out  the  charge 
**  againft  Mr.  Lloyd,  Oic  faid  Lord  Biftiop V 
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Refohed,  «*  That  it  appears  to  this  houfe^  that 
"  the  proceedings  of  William  Lord  Bifhop 
«*  of  Worcefter,  his  fon,  and  his  agents;  in 
*•  order  to  the  hindering  the  cleftion  of  a 
•*  member  for  the  county  of  Worcefter,  have 
••  been  malicious^  unchriftian,  and  arbitrary, 
**  in  high  violation  of  the  liberties  and  pri"* 
"  vileges  of  the  commons  of  England." 

Rejohed,  *«  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented 
*'  to  her  majefty,  that  fhe  will  be  gracioufly 
".  plcafed  to  remove  William,  Lord  Bifhop 
*•  of  Worcefter  from  being  almoner  to  her 
''*  majefty." 

Refolvedi "  That  the  faid  refolution  and  addrefs 
"  be  prefented  to  her  majefty  by  fuch  mem- 
*'  bers  of  this  houfe  as  are  of  her  majefty's  ^ 
'*  moft  honourable  privy-council.*' 

Ordered y ««  That  the  further  confideration  of  the 
"  matter  relating  to  the  Lord  Bifhop  of 
<*  Worcefler,  be  adjourned  till  this  day 
*'  fe'nnight. 

Vol.  IIL  P  drdcred. 
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Ordered, "  That  Mr.  Attorney-General  do  profc- 
**  cute  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Wor- 
•'  cefter's  foh,  for  his  faid  offences,  after  his 
««  privilege,  as  a  member  of  the  lower  houfc 
"  of  convocation,  is  out." 

The  lords  took  the  alarm  at  thefc  proceedings 
of  the  commons  againft  a  member  of  their  houfe, 
and  endeavoured  to  fcreen  him  from  their  refent- 
ment.  An  addrefs  from  the  lords  to  the  queen 
was  agreed  to,  in  which  they  ftated,  '*  That  it  was 
"  the  undoubted  right  of  every  lord  of  parliament, 
•*  and  of  every  fubjedt  of  England,  to  have  an  op- 
"  portunity  of  making  his  defence  before  he  fuf- 
"  fers  any  fort  of  puniftiment,  and  therefore 
"  humbly  defired  her  majefty  that  flie  would  be 
'«  pleafed  not  to  remove  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Wor- 
"  cefter  from  the  place  of  lord  almoner,  nor  to 
«  fhew  any  mark  of  her  difpleafure  towards  him, 
"  till  he  be  found  guilty  of  fome  crime  by  due  courfc 
«*  of  law."  This  addrefs  being  prefented  to  the 
queen,  fhe  returned  anfwer,  **  That  fhe  agreed 
^*  that  every  peer  and  lord  of  parliament,  and 
**  indeed  every  other  perfon,  ought  to  have  an 
^«  opportunity  of  being  heard  to  any  matters 
«  obj?dled  againft  him  before  he  bepunifhcdj 

•*  that 
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**  thiat  flie  had  not  yet  received  any  complaint 
**  againft  the  Bifhop  of  Worcefter;but  Ihe  looked 
•«  upon  it  as  her  undoubted  right  to  continue  or 
«*  difplace  any  fervant  attending  upon  her  own 
«*  perfoni  when  Ihe  Ihould  think  proper.'*  The 
lords  upon  thisanfwer,  rcfolved  the  fame  day  una- 
rtimdufly,  "  That  no  lord  of  their  hdufe  ought  to 
*VfufFer  any  fort  of  puniftiment  by  any  proceed- 
*•  ings  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  othcrwifc  than 
**  according  to  the  known  and  ancient  rules  and 
*•  methods  of  parliament.** 

Mr.  Comptroller  reported  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
tnoris  that  their  refolutions,  and  addrefs  to  her 
majefty,  for  the  removing  William  Lord  Bifliop 
of  JVorcifter  from  being  lord  almoner  to  her 
inajefty,  had  been  prefented  to  her  majefty,  and 
that  her  majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  give  this 
moft  gracious  anfwer. 

*'  I  am  very  forry  that  there  is  occafion  fof  this 
«  addrefs  againft  theBifhop  of  Worcefter.  I  fliall 
*«  order  and  dired,  that  he  fhall  no  longer  continue! 
*«  to  fupply  the  place  of  almoner ;  but  I  will  put 
**  another  in  his  room,  to  perform  that  office." 

P  a  kejohedi 
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Refolved,  *'  That  the  moft  humble  thanks  of 
«  this  houfc  be  returned  to  her  majefty,  for 
"  her  majefty^  moft  gracious  anfwcr  to  their 
"  addrefs  relating  to  Wiiliam  Lord  Biftiop 

Ordered^  "  That  Mr.  Comptroller  of  her  ma- 
«  jefty's  houfehold  do  return  the  faid  moft 
'<  humble  thanks  of  this  houfe  to  her  ma^ 
««  jefty." 

March  25,  Ordered,  "  That  the  evidence  given 
«  in  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  upon  the  charge 
*«  of  Sir  John  Pakington  againft  JVilliam 
"  Lord  Bilhop  of  Worcefter,  and  Mr.  Lloyd^ 
"  his  fon,be  printed,  together  with  the  pro- 
«'  ceedings  of  that  houfe  thereupon." 

Ordered,  "  That  the  week's  books^  in  relation 
"  to  the  faid  evidence,  be  examined,  and 
••  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  take  care  of  the 
*«  printing  the  faid  evidence  and  procced- 
•'  ings." 

Ordered,  '*  That  the  further  confideration  of 

"  the  matter  relating  to  the  Lord  Bifhop 

«'  of  Worcefter  be  adjourned  till  this  day 

^  fe'nnight/* 

On 
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On  the  23d,  1703,  the  folicitor-gcneral  re- 
ported to  the  houfc  the  proceedings  which  had 
teen  made  agai^ft  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Worcefter's  fon. 

Ancient  State. 
Worceflerfliire,  which  is  an  inland  county, 
bounded  by  StafFordfhire  on  the  north ;  Warwick- 
Ihire,  on  the  eaft ;  Gloucefterfliirc,  on  the  fouth ; 
and  by  Herefordihire  and  Shropfhirc,  on  the 
weft;  is  thirty-fix  miles  in  length,  twenty-eight  in 
breadth,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  cir- 
cumference ;  and,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
was,  according  to  Camden,  inhabited  by  the  Cor- 
navii. 

During  the  heptarchy  it  was  part  of  the  king« 
dom  of  Mercia,  and  was  called  by  the  Saxons 
Wirecefterfcyre,  which  is  thought  to  have  ariien 
from  the  forcft  of  Wire,  part  of  which  is  ftill  in 
being  about  Bewdley,  and  formerly  extended  as 
far  as  Worcefter,  whence  that  city  was  called  the 
fortrefe  of  Wire.  A  part  of  the  inhabitants  were 
called  Wiccii ;  a  name  which  fome  fuppofe  was 
given  them  on  account  of  the  winding  courfe  of 
the  Severn,  termed  Wic  by  the  Saxons ;  while 
others  maintain  that  it  was  derived  from  the  fait- 
pits,  named  wicbes. 

P  3  The 
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The  country  of  Wiccia  had  a  viceroy  of  it^ 
own,  as  we  are  informed  by  Florence  of  Wor- 
cefter,  who  fays,  that  Ofhere,  viceroy  of  the 
Wiccians,  perfuaded  king  Ethelred  to  conftitute 
a  bifhop  over  his  country,  that  it  might  have  the 
honour  of  having  one  of  its  own.  When  this  wa^ 
done,  the  bilhop  fixed  his  fee  at  Worcefter,  but 
was  called  the  bifliop  of  Wiccia^ 

While  the  heptarchy  continued,  it  was  go- 
verned under  the  Mercian  kings  by  an  earl,  who 
had  a  kind  of  regal  power,  which  feems  to  have 

been  greater  than  in  other  places. 

This  county  is  divided  into  fevcn  hundreds^ 
containing  the  city  of  Worcefter,  and  ten  markets 
towns,  viz.  Bewdlcy,  Bromfgrove,  Droitwich, 
Dudley,  Evefliam,  Kidderminfter,  Parfhore,  Ship- 
ton-upon-Stour,  Stourbridge,  Tenbury,  and  Up- 
ton. It  is  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and 
diocefc  of  Worcefter  ;  contains  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  parifties,  and  fends  nine  members  to 
parliament ;  two  knights  of  the  ftiire,  two  mem-? 
bers  for  the  city  of  Worcefte,  two  for  the  borough 
of  Droitwich,  two  for  Evefliam,  and  one  for 
Pewdlcy. 

WOR- 
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WORCESTER, 

Political  Character. 

WE  enter  with  reluclance  upon  the  painful 
talk  of  introducing  the  political  charaftcr  of  a 
populous  and  opulent  city^  under  the  ftigma  of 
venality  and  corruption.  To  the  honour  of  the 
majority  of  its  eledlors,  however,  and  to  that 
perfevering  fpirit  which  they  manifefted  through 
three  cxpenfive  contefts,  and  the  trial  of  as  many 
petitions,  it  affords  us  the  fatisfadion  of  demon- 
ftrating,  that  practices  fobverfive  of  national 
liberty  cannot  be  ufed  in  popular  elediions  with- 
out detedion,  nor  efcape  under  the  ordeal  of 
juftice  without  punifhmeht. 

Upon  the  death  of  Henry  Crabb  Boulton,  efq. 
in  1773,  who  was  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for 
this  city.  Sir  Watkin  Lewes  was  invited,  by  a 
committee  of  the  independent  eledlors,  deputed 
by  them  for  that  purpofe,  to  become  a  candidate 
to  fupply  the  vacancy.  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  efq. 
was  oppofcd  to  him  by  the  intereft  of  the  miniftry, 

P4  Che. 
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the  corporation,  and  the  Earl  of  Coventry* 
who  is  recorder  of  this  city,  and  has  a  feat 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Rous  was  returned 
by  the  IherifF,  after  a  poll  of  feveral  days;  and 
on  the  20th  of  January,  1774,  a  petition  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  Sir  Watkin 
Lewis,  fetting  forth, "  That,  at  the  late  eledion  of 
a  member  to  rcprefent  the  city  of  Worcefter  in 
parliament,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Henry  Crabb 
Boulton,  efq.  deceafed,  the  petitioner,  and  Thomas 
Bates  Rous,  efq.  were  candidates ;  and  that  the 
faid  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  by  himfelf  and  stents, 
after  the  faid  vacancy  happened,  and  previous  to 
and  during  the  poll,  was  guilty  of  bribing  and 
corrupting,  and  attempting  to  bribe  and  corrupt, 
thofe  who  had  a  right  to  vote  in  the  faid  eledion, 
in  order  to  procure  himfelf  to  be  ele<5led  to  ferve 
in  parliament  for  the  (aid  city  j  and  that  many 
of  the  aldermen  of  the  faid  city  aded  as  agents 
for  the  faid  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  and  alfo  did 
bribe,  and  attempt  to  bribe,  with  money  and 
otherwife,  a  great  many  freemen  of  the  faid  city, 
to  induce  them  to  give  their  votes  for  the  laid 
Thomas  Bates  Rous,  at  the  faid  eledion;  and 
that  William  Mathews,  efq.  flierifFand  returning 
officer  of  the  faid  city,  ade3  partially  and  unfairly, 
before  and  during  the  poll,  in  rejeding  good  votes 

for 
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fUr  the  petitioner^  and  admitting  perfons  not 
qualified  to  vote  for  the  faid  Thomas  Bates  Rous, 
and  in  many  other  refpefts  was  guilty  of  partiality 
in  the  execution  of  his  office ;  and  that,  by  thcfe 
and  other  ill^al  means,  the  faid  Thomas  Bates 
Rous  procured  a  majority  of  votes  upon  the  poll, 
and  was  returned  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the 
faid  city,  "In  prejudice  of  the  petitioner,  and  in 
open  defiance  of  the  law,  and  the  freedom  of 
dedUonsJ/* 

On  the  2d  of  February  following,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  this  petition, 
who,  on  the  8th  of  the  fame  month,  reported  to 
rhc  hotife, 

**That  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  efq.  the  fitting 
«  member,  is  not  duly  eleded."    And  alfo, 

**  That  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  knt.  is  not  duly 
*'  eleded  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parliament  for 
*'  the  city  of  Worcefter. 

A  new  writ  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  iffucd 
for  a  new  eledlion. 


At 
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'  At  this  fecond  eledion  Colonel  Lechmere  wa^ 
fct  up  by  the  minifterial  party,  in  oppofition  to 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  and  was  returned  by  a  fmall 
majority;  but  as  the  parliament  at  that  time  was 
nearly  expiring,  and  the  dillblution  almoft  daily 
cxpeded,  the  citizens  of  Worcefter  deferred  con- 
tcfting  their  caufe  any  further,  till  the  general 
election. 

When  the  diflblution  took  place,  in  September 
following,  Mr.  Rous  was  again  a  candidate,  on 
the  old  intereft,  in  conjundion  with  Mr,  Walfli, 
the  late  member ;  and  Sir  Watkin  I^ewes,  and 
Edward  Bearcroft,  the  counfel,  were  oppofed  to 
them  by  the  independent  interell  of  the  city  of 
Worcefter.    At  the  clofe  of  the  poll  the  nuinbcr? 


were. 


For  Mn  Rous,        -^  981 

Mr.  Walfh,       —  893 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  736 

Mr.  Bearcroft,    —  31^ 

Upon  which  the  two  former  were  returned. 

On  the  31ft  of  Odober  following,  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes  prefented  a  fecond  petition  to  the  houfc, 

fetting 
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fctting  forth,  «  That,  at  the  late  cledion  of  mem- 
bcrs  to  reprefent  the  city  of  Worcefter  in  parlia- 
ment, John  Wallh,  and  Thomas  Bates  Rous, 
efqrs.  and  the  petitioner,  were  candidates ;  and 
that,  previous  to  and  during  the  late  eledlion,  the 
faid  Mr.  Wallh  and  Mr.  Rous  did,  by  themfelvea 
and  their  agents,  bribe  and  corrupt,  and  attempt 
to  bribe  and  corrupt,  thofe  who  had  a  right  to 
vote  at  the  faid  eledion,  in  order  to  procure  them- 
felves  to  be  eleded,  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the 
faid  city ;  and  that,  previous  to  and  at  the  faid 
f  ledion,  William  Mathews,  cfq.  mayor  of  the 
faid  city,  and  fevcral  aldermen  and  juftices  of  the 
laid  city,  with  many  of  the  common-council, 
acfted  as  agents  for  the  faid  John  Walfli  and  Tho- 
jnas  Bates  Rous,  and  threatened,  and  publicly 
canvafled  and  folicited  great  numbers  of  the  free- 
men of  the  faid  city  to  vote  for  Mr.  Walfli  and 
Mr.  Rous  ;  and  promifed  that  they  ftiould  be  fct 
down  as  conflables,  and  have  a  certain  reward  for 
their  votes ;  and  alfo  did  bribe,  and  attempt  to 
bribe,  with  money,  and  otherwifc  corrupt,  a  great 
many  freemen  of  the  faid  city,  to  induce  them  to 
vote  for  the  faid  John  Walfli  and  Thomas  Bates 
Rous,  or  one  of  them,  at  the  faid  eledion ;  and 


wer« 
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were  guilty  of  divers  other  corrupt  and  illegal 
pradlices,  in  order  to  procure  a  majority  for  the 
faid  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous ;    and  that^  by 
means  thereof^  and  other  undue  influence,   the 
faid  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council,  03 
agents  for  the  faid  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous, 
procured  many  freemen  to  vote  in  their  intereft 
for  the  faid  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous,    who 
would  otherwife  have  voted  for  the  petitioner; 
and  that  the  faid  mayor,  feveral  of  the  aldermen 
and  juflices  of  the  faid  city,  and  their  town-clerk, 
for  feveral  days  before  and  during  the  eledtion, 
met  together,  nominated,  appointed,  and  fwore 
in,  many  freemen,  and,  as  the  petitioner  believes, 
to  the  number  of  three  hundred  and  upwards,  to 
be  conflables,  under  a  promife  from  fuch  pcrfons 
that  they  would  vote  for  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous ; 
for  which  they  fhould  have  certain  rewards  in 
money  ;  which  was  afterwards  paid  to  them  out 
;of  the  money  and  funds  of  the  corporation  of  the 
,;  j&id  city,  or  by  the  faid  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Rous ; 
by  which  means  the  faid  mayor  and  aldermen 
.  did  corruptly  obtain  a  majority  of  votes  for  Mr. 
Rous  and  Mr.  Walfh  upon  the  poll ;  and  that  a 
peer  of  this  realm,  and  a  lord  of  parliament,  did, 

by 
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by  himfelf  and  his  agents,  interfere  in  the  faid 
eledion,   by  canvafling  and  foiiciting  votes  on 
behalf  of  the  faid  John  Walfh,  and  ufing  threats 
to  intimidate  the  freemen  from  giving  their  votes 
to  the  petitioner,  in  violation  of  the  privileges  of 
the  houfe,  the  freedom  of  eledion,  and  a  high 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  John  Williams,  gentle- 
man, fherilF,  and  returning  officer  of  the  faid 
city,  adled  partially  and  unfairly,  before  and  du- 
ring the  eledion,  in  rejeding  good  votes  for  the 
petitioner,  and  admitting  perfons  not  qualified 
to  vote,  for  the  faid  John  Wallh  and  Thomas 
Bates  Rous,  and  in  many  other  refpedls  was  guilty 
of  partiality  in  the  execution  of  his  office ;  and 
that,  by  thefe  ahd  other  illegal  means,  the  faid 
John  Walfti  and  Thomas  Bates  Rous  procured  a 
majority  upon  the  poll,  and  were  returned  to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid  city,  in  prejudice 
of  the  petitioner,  who  had  a  majority  of  legal 
votes,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned;   and 
therefore  praying  the  houfe  to  take  the  premifes 
into  confideration,  and  to  grant  him  fuch  relief 
therein  as  (hall,  upon  examination,  appear  to  be 
juft." 

The 
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The  objects  of  the  petitioner  were, 

ill.  To  prove  thatbribery  had  been cotnmitted 
ty  the  fitting  members,  or  their  agents ;  and 
thereby  to  make  the  elecftion  void,  as  to  them. 

2dly,  To  difqualify  fuch  ^  number  of  the 
voters  for  the  fitting  members,  and  to  add  fuch  a 
number  to  the  poll  of  the  petitioner,  as  to  leave  a 
majority  in  his  favour,  and  entitle  him  to  be  de- 
clared duly  cledted. 

3dly,  To  induce  the  committee  to  make  a  fpc- 
cial  report  to  the  houfe  of  the  various  matters 
particularly  alledged  in  the  petition  againft  the 
fitting  members,  the  corporation,  the  returning 
officer,  the  peer  whofe  influence  was  complained 
of,  af^d  the  corrupted  voters. 

On  the  firft  head,  witnefles  were  produced,  who 
fwore  lb  pofitive  afts  of  bribery  and  pfomifes,  by 
Mr^-Walfh  himfelf,  and  by  his  agents.  There 
was  no  attempt  to  charge  Mr.  Rous  direftly ;  but 
it  was  contended,  that  Mr.  Walfli,  and  his  agents, 
were  to  be  confidered  as  agents  for  Mr.  Rous/ 
who,  therefore,  muft  be  affed:ed  by  what  they 
had  done. 

2  On 
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On  the  fecond  head  there  were  the  following 
objedions  to  different  claffcs  of  voters  for  the 
fitting  members* 

I  ft.  To  a  great  number,  that  their  votes  had 
been  procured  by  money  or  promifes.  This  was 
the  main  point  of  the  cafe ;  being  fufficient,  if 
proved  to  the  full  extent,  to  have  given  the  pe- 
titioner a  majority  over  both  the  fitting  mem- 
bers. 


By  a  charter  of  James  I.  the  city  of  Worcefter^ 
which  was,  before  that  time,  and  continues  to  be, 
a  county  of  itfelf,  is  incorporated  by  the  name  of 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Worcefter.  There  is  a  common-council,  com^ 
pofed  of  two  bodies,  one  of  twenty-four,  the 
other  of  forty-eight,  making  together  feventy- 
two  common-councilmen.  The  number  of  ci- 
tizens is  indefinite ;  the  mayor  and  fix  aldermen 
are  chofen  annually  out  of  the  twenty-four  by  the 
feventy-two,  Thefe  fix  aldermen,  and  the  mayor, 
are,  by  their  offices^  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the 
city* 

The 
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The  day  before  the  eledion  began,  the  com- 
mon-council, the  greateft  part  of  whom  were  in 
the  intereft  of  the  fitting  members,  made  the 
following  refolutions  and  orden 

nth  Oft.  1774.  Refohed^  *♦  That  it  be  rccom- 
«  mended  to  the  mayor  and  juftices  to  ap- 
••  point  fuch  a  number  of  conftables  as  they 
«« fliall  think  proper,  to  preferve  the  peace 
«•  during  the  eledtion  of  members  to  repre- 
*«  fent  this  city  in  parliament." 

Ordered^  "  That  the  expcnces  attending  fuch 
"  appointment  be  defrayed  by  this  corpora- 
w  tion." 

Accordingly,  about  three  hundred  wefe  fw6rri 
in ;  and  they  received  one  (hilling  and  fixpence  a 
day  from  the  chamberlain,  out  of  the  money  of 
the  corporation,  for  a  week :  all  the  conftables^ 
except  about  ten  or  twelve,  were  freemen,  and 
voted  for  the  fitting  members.  At  former 
cledlions  it  had  been  ufual  to  appoint  a  certain 
number  of  fpecial  conftables  to  keep  the  peace  j 
but  they  were  not  fo  numerous  as  at  this  election ; 
and  thqr  were  paid,  in  equal  proportions,  by  the 

candidates^ 

4 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


candidates,  and  not  by  the  corporation.  There 
were  feveral  of  the  perfons  appointed,  on  this  pre- 
fent  occalion,  lame,  or  fo  infirm  as  to  be  incapable 
of  doing  the  duty  of  the  office ;  infomuch  that,  a 
riot  having  happened  during  the  courfe  of  the 
poll,  it  was  thought  neceilary  to  fwear  in  about 
ten  or  twfelve  able-bodied  watermen.  Thefc 
watermen  were  the  only  conftables  who  were^ 
not  freemen. 


From  the  circumftances  jufl:  dated,  it  was 
contended,  that  the  appointment  of  fo  many  free- 
men to  be  conftables  was  oiriy  colourable ;  that 
being  all  voters,  and  having  voted  for  the  fitting 
members,  the  money  paid  to  them  mud  be  con- 
fidered  as  bribes  given  them  by  the  corporation, 
who  were  agents  of  Walfh  and  Rous ;  that  all  the 
votes  of  the  conftables  therefore  ought  to  be  ftruck 
off  the  poll. 

Befides  this,  there  were  witnefles  who  faid,  that 
two  agents  of  Walfti,  in  their  prefence,  had  of- 
fered, on  the  30th  of  September,  to  a  company 
of  about  twenty-five  freemen,  to  make  theiii 
•  conftables,  if  they  would  vote  for  Walih  and 
Rous ;  and  faid  they  ftiould  have  a  guinea  from 
Vol.  III.  Q  each 
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each  candidate ;  and  that  many  of  then>  accepted 
on  that  condition.  One  of  the  witneffes  ftid,^ 
he  alked  whether  he  might  not  be  half  a  condyle, 
if  he  polled  for  Walfli ;  and  that  hp  was  tpld  he 
could  not  be  a  conftable,  unlefs  he  woulfi  vofe  for 
Walfti ;  feveral  perfons  fwore  to  declaratiops  of 
voters  whp  were  made  conftables ;  that  they  had 
received  money  from  or  on  the  behalf  of  Walfh  ; 
and  that  they  were  promifed  more. 

There  was  a  confiderablc  number  of  out- 
voters, refident  in  London,  Birmingham,  Kid- 
derminller,  and  other  places,  whofe  expences 
were  defrayed  by  the  fitting  members.  It  was 
alfo  fworn,  that  they  were  promifed  money  for 
their  trouble  by  the  agents.  Many  declared 
that  they  had  voted,  in  expec^tation  of  a  reward ; 
fome,  that  they  had  received  the  money  after  they 
had  polled. 

On  Thurfday  the  1 8  th  of  April,  the  committee, 
by  their  chairman,  informed  the  houfe,  that  they 
had  determined. 


That  the    two  fitting  members  were  duly 
eleded. 

No 
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No  vacancy  for  this  city  happened  aftcr^'ard 
till  the  general  eledlion  of  1780^  when  Mr.  Rous 
was  again  a  candidate,  on  the  intereft  of  the  cor- 
poration, in  conjundHon  with  the  Hon.  William 
Ward,  now  Lord  Vifcount  Dudley,  and  aigain 
oppofed  by  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  on  the  independent 
intereft.  Mr.  Rous  and  Mr.  Ward  were  fuccefs- 
ful ;  and  on  the  20th  of  November  following,  a 
third  petition  was  prefented  to  the  houfe,  from  the 
freemen  of  Worcefter,  complaining,  "  That,  at 
the  laft  eledtion  of  members  to  fcrve  in  parlia- 
ment for  the  city  of  Worcefter,  the  ftight  Hon. 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  knt.  now  lord-mayor  of  the 
i^jQ-  nf  London,  the  Hon.  William  Ward,  and 
Thoma^"*ates  Rous,  efq.  were  candidates ;  and 
that  feveral  of  the  aldermen,  juftices,  and  others, 
of  the  faid  city,  hawked  about,  and  offered  the 
reprefentation  of  the  faid  city  for  fale,  at  the  laft 
general  eledlion,  for  a  fum  of  4000!.  or  other 
large  fum  of  money ;  and  did  treat  with  feveral 
porfons  for  that  purpofe ;  and  that,  in  confequence 
of  bribery  and  corruption,  and  by  undue  and 
oppreflive  influence,  committed  and  praclifed 
by  the  faid  William  Ward,  or  feveral  of  the  al- 
dermen, juftices,  and  others,  of  the  faid  city,  as 
agents  for  the  faid  William  Ward,  a  majority  of 
Qj2  votes 
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votes  was  procured  upon  the  poll,  contrary  to  the 
general  fenfe  and  wifties  of  the  freemen,  who 
would  otherwife  have  eleded  the  faid  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  if  it  had  not  been  for  illegal  means 
made  ufe  of  in  favour  of  the  faid  Mr.  Ward,  as 
aforefaid/' 

This  petition  was  tried  by  a  committee  ap- 
pointed  the  6th  of  February,  1781,  who,  on  the 
1 5  th  of  the  faid  month,  reported  to  the  houfe, 

^*  That  the  Hon,  William  Ward  was  duly 
''  eledcd." 

The  limits  of  our  work  will  not  fuffer  us  to  go 
at  large  into  the  evidence  on  thefe  fevcral  peti- 
tions ;  nor  would  it  prove  more  than  what  appears 
almoft  through  every  cafe  which  comes  before  the 
houfe  of  commons ; — that  corruption  prevails;— 
and  that  the  influence  of  niagiftrates  and  corpo- 
rations is  generally  exerted  to  deftroy  the  freedom 
of  eledtions ; — that  freemen  and  burgeffcs  are  ad- 
mitted, orrcfufed  their  admiffion,  by  corporations, 
with  little  or  no  regard  to  claims  legally  and  juflly 
founded,  but  merely  to  fuit  the  purpofes  of 
whatever  party  the  leading  men  in  each  city  or 

borough 
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borough  may  find  it  their  intereft  to  efpoufe ;  and 
even  the  poor-rates  in  fcot-and-Iot  boroughs  are 
corrupted  into  engines  of  defpotifm.  The  taxing 
a  number  of  perfons  who  have  no  right,  and 
omitting  another  defcription,  who  poflcfs  or 
occupy  rateable  houfes,  has  been  the  means  of 
giving  a  colourable  majority  in  many  eledlions ; 
but  we  Ihall  fubjoin  to  our  account  of  this  city  an 
addrefs  to  the  freemen  of  Worceftcr,  publifticd 
fiiortly  after  the  decifion  of  one  of  the  committees, 
under  the  authority  of  the  candidate,  which  will 
explain,  more  forcibly  than  we  can  exprefs,  hi3 
fentiments  and  feelings  upon  the  occafion. 

From  the  Worcejter  Journal. 
To  the  Freemen  of  the  City  of  Worcester, 

•*  Gentlemen, 
*'  Permit  me  in  this  public  manner  to  return 
'5  you  my  fincere  and  moft  unfeigned  thanks  for 
'5  the  very  honourable  and  independent  fupport 
".  I  have  received  from  you,  and  to  thofe  honeft 
«*  friends  who  afforded  me  their  voluntary  protec- 
^«  tion'  at  the  laft  eleftion,  againft  the  infults  of 
'S  mercenaries,  hired,  under  the  colour  of  con-. 
^'  ftablcs, '  to  proftitute  their  fulfrages. 

Qj  •'  I  beg 
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«  I  beg  likewife  to  add  my  thanks  to  thofe  per- 
"  fons  who  gave  their  teftimony  from  a  defire  of 
"  public  juft  ice. 

"  In  vain  did  we  confide  in  the  juftice  of  our 
•'  caufe  J  in  vain  did  we  exped  that  a  committee 
*'  of  the    houfe  of  commons  would   ftigmatife 
*'  bribery,  corruption,  and  perjury  :  the  majority 
•«  of  that  committee  bell   know  how  they  can 
"  account  to  their  confciences  and  their  country, 
"  for  having  given  a  verdidt  upon  oath,  import-  j 
«♦  ing,  in  effeft,  that  there  was  no  bribery,   no ; 
"  unconftitutional,  no  undue  influence,  in  the  laft  \ 
"  eledion  for  the  city  of  Worcefter ;  or  that  pro-  [ 
"  mifes  made,  and  money  given  to  eledors,  before 
"  and  at  the  time  of  the  ele(5lioh,  was  not  done 
**  for  the  purpofe  corruptly  to  procure  their  votes, 
*'  I  will  not  fay  all  that  might  be  faid  upon  this 
"  verdicft,  all  that  truth  might  didlate,  as  fads 
*«  bed  fpeak  for  themfelves ;  but  this  1  will  fay, 
*'  the  committee,   by  their  late  determmation, 
*'have  dreadfully  and  mournfully  difappointcd 
*'  thejuftexpedations  of  the  public. 

-  cf  My  concern  arifes,  not  fo  much  on  my  own 
«'  account,  as  on  that  of  a  great  city  ftruggling 

"  for 
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^  for  its  independence ;  \vhich,  by  fuch  a  deter 
*'  mination,  is  become  the  property  of  the  Eaft- 
«  India  company.  I  deplore  with  you  the  fallen 
«  virtue  of  our  country,  and  that  bribery  is  now 
**  permitted  toftalk  triumphant  through  the  land, 
^*  corrupting  the  fountain  of  public  feCurity.  I 
**  feel  the  more,  as  it  involves  in  its  confequehces 
*'  the  downfall  of  an  adt  of  parliament,  which 
«*  the  people  have  been  taught  to  look  up  to  as  a/ 
^'  fecurity  for  the  freedom  of  eledions. 

"  I  Ihould  be  wanting  in  that  duty  which  I  owe 
'*  to  you  and  the  public,  were  I  not  to  take  notice 
"  of  the  interpolition  of  the  houfe,  in  depriving 
<*  me  of  my  rightful  challenges,  and  polluting 
^  the  dreams  of  public  juftice. 

**  The  fitting  members,  though  notorioufly 
'*  known  to  have  been  fupported  by  the  fame  in- 
"  tereft,  were  allowed  to  ftrike  oiF  twenty-four  to 
"  my  twelve ;  whereby  a  majority  was  procured. 
«  Whether  they  were  worthy  to  fit  in  judgment 
"  on  the  rights  of  freemen,  I  (hall  leave  to  you  and 
*'  the  whole  kingdom  to  determine,  by  their  late 
^'  report* 

0^4  « There 
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*^  There  is  no  perfon  who  entertains  a  higher 
"  refpecft  and  reverence  than  I  do  for  the  diiJerent 
*'  orders  of  the  State ;  it  was  that  refped  and  reve- 
"  rence  which  induced  me  to  complain  of  the 
**  encroachments  of  the  ariftocratic  power.  I  la- 
«*  ment  that  the  people,  for  whofe  benefit  all 
"  governments  are  inftitured ,  have  loft  their 
*' weight  in  the  legiflature  of  this  country:  I  la- 
"  ment  that  an  open  violation  of  your  privileges 
"  Ihould  pafs  unnoticed  by  the  guardians  of  the 
"  rights  of  the  people. 

<<  In  this  long,  expenfive,  and  unequal  conteftj^ 
«'  every  art  has  been  practiced  to  harrafs  and 
"  diftrcfs  me,  for  having  dared  to  aflert  your 
**  rights.  I  am,  however,  happy  in  the  reflexion, 
"  that  I  have  difcharged  my  duty  to  you,  gentle- 
"  men,  and  to  my  country. 

«*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greateft 
«'  efteem  and  regard, 

«  Your  obliged  and 

"  faithful  humble  fervant, 

r  **,  WATKIN  LEWES.*' 

As  a  teftimony  of  the  public  approbation,  the 
city  of  London  unanimoufly  voted  their  thanks 
to  Sir  Watkin  Lewes^  by  their  corporation, .for  the 

manly 
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manly  defence  he  had  made  in  fupport  of  thci 
freedom  of  eledlion;  and  the  ladies  of  Worcefter 
prefented  Lady  Lewes  with  a  complete  fet  of 
Worccfter-manufaftured  porcelain,  emblazoned 
with  the  arms  of  Sir  Watkin  Lewes  and  thofe  of 
the  city  of  Worcefter,  with  a  filver  table  engraved 
with  appofite  devices,  and  finilhed  with  exquifitc 
tafte  and  magnificence.  "^ 

'  At  the  general  eledion  in  1784,  the  Hon. 
William  Ward,  and  Samuel  Smith,  efq.  of  Alder- 
manbury,  were  chofen  without  oppofition.  Upon 
Mr.  Ward's  fucceeding  to  the  peerage,  Mr.  Wigley 
was  eleftcd  in  his  room.  A  conteft  arofe  at  the 
laft  general  eledlion,  the  two  late  members  being 
oppofcd  by  Mr.  Lechmere,  the  barrifter ;  when 
the  numbers  at  the  final  clofe  of  the  poll  were,  for 

Edmund  Wigley^  efq.  —  959 
Edmund  Lechmere,  efq.  —  892 
Samuel  Smith,  efq.         —        692 

Ancient  State.  ' 

Worcefter,  the  chief  town  in  the  county,  which 
is  delightfully  feated  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the 
Severn,  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  known 
to  the  Romans  by  the  names  Branovium  and  Bra- 

nogenium, 
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nogenium,  though  it  has  been  long  fince  called  in 
Latin,  as  it  is  now,  Wigornia ;  and  is  thought  to 
have  been  one  of  the  chief  cities  built  by  them,  in 
order  to  curb  the  Britons  who  dwelt  beyond  the 
Severn.  It  was  called  by  the  Saxons  Weogare^ 
ceafter,  Wegeorna-ceaft^r,  or  Wire-ceaftcr,  which 
are'  generally  fuppbfed  to  be  a  contraction  of 
Wicware-cefter,  Wigora  or  Wigra-ceafter,  fig- 
nifying  the  city  of  the  men  of  Wiccia.  It  was  . 
made  the  fee  of  a  bilhop  by  Ethelred,  king  of  the 
Mercians,  who  founded  a  cathedral  here,  the 
firft  bifhop  of  which  was  Bofelus,  who  was  con- 
fecrated  in  the  year  680. 

This  city  has  feveral  times  been  burnt,  parti* 
cularly  in  1041,  by  king  Hardicanute,  to  puniflx 
the  inhabitants,  who,  being  provoked  by  the  heavy- 
taxes  he  laid  upon  them,  killed  his  colledtors ;  at 
which  he  was  fo  enraged,  that  he  maflacred  them 
all,  except  a  few  that  efcaped  into  Beverly,  an 
ifland  in  the  river,  fet  fire  to  the  town;  and  ra- 
vaged the  country  round  it.  However,  in  fome 
meafure,  it  recovered  itfelf  from  this  difafter ;  but 
in  the  year  1080,  in  the  reign  of  William  Rufus, 
Roger  de  Montgomery,  Earl  of  Shrewlbury, 
coming  with  a  great  body  of  Welchmen,  burnt 

the 
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the  fuburbs,  and  attacked  the  city;  but  the 
townfmen,  Ihutting  the  gates,  conveyed  their 
M'ives,  children,  and  goods,  into  the  caftle,  and 
then  made  a  brave  refiftance.  Wolftan,  the 
bifhop,  perceiving  that  fome  of  the  enemy  had 
left  the  ficge  to  ravage  the  country,  encouraged 
the  inhabitants  to  make  a  fally,  which  they  did 
with  fuch  advantage,  that  they  killed  and  took 
prifoners  about  five  dioufand  men,  and  obliged 
the  reft  to  raife  the  fiege.  In  the  year  1113,  it 
was  again  nearly  dcftroyed  by  a  cafual  fire  ;  the 
caftle  itfelf  was  entirely  confumed,  and  the  roof  of 
the  cathedral  received  great  damage.  This  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  done  clandeftinely  by  the  Welfli^ 
bccaufe  this  city  ferved  to  curb  their  hoftilities  ;  in 
confequence  of  which  Henry  I.  raifed  a  great 
army,  and  marching  into  Wales,  made  a  prodi- 
gious flaughter,  and  reduced  them  to  fuch  ex- 
tremities, that  they  fubmitted  to  his  mercy. 

In  the  civil  wars  between  King  Stephen  and  the 
Emf)refs  Matilda,  the  King  finding  that  William 
Beauchamp  of  Elmey,  to  whom  the  city  and 
calHe  belonged,  was  engaged  in  the  intereft  of 
Matilda,  he  difpoflefled  him  of  both,  and  gave 
them  to  the  Earls  of  Mellent  and  Leicefter ;  but  af- 

ter^'ards 
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terwards,  difapproving  of  his  condud:,  he  refol  vcd 
to  t*ke  the  caftle  from  him  ;  for  which  purpofc 
\i^  aflaulted  Worccfter  with  a  great  army,  and 
haying  taken  the  gity,  burnt  it  to  the  ground,  and 
returned  with  a  great  booty.  After  Stephen's 
death,  the  Emprefs  reftored  the  city  and  caftle  to 
William  Beauchamp  and  his  heirs.  The  misfor-^ 
tunes  of  th^  city  did  not  end  here :  for  in  the  year 
J 175,  a  church,  which  had  been  lately  erefted, 
fell  down ;  and  in  1 202,  the  city  was  again  de- 
ftrpyedbyfirc;  in  1216,  the  city  was  taken  by 
the  E^rl  of  Chefter,  and  the  church  plundered ; 
two  years  after  which,  the  two  leffer  towers  of  the 
church  were  thrown  down  by  a  ftorm.  li\  ftiort, 
thi§  city  has  been  attacked  or  befieged,  and  fuf- 
fered,  more  or  lefs,  in  all  the  civil  wars  between 
the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter ;  and  here  was 
fought  the  decifive  battle  between  Charles  II.  and 
Cromwell ;  but  from  each  pf  thcfc  difafters  ic 
always  foon  recovered,  and  continued,  for  the 
inoft  part,  in  a  flourifliing  condition. 

In  ancient  times  the  kings  of  England  were  ae- 
cuftomed  to  keep  their  Chriftmas  in  fome  great 
town;  and  accordingly  we  find,  that  in  xh^  year 

n3« 
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1130  King  Henry  I.  kept  his  Chriftmas  here,  ^ 
did  Henry  II.  in  1 1 58,  and  King  John  in  12 14* 

This  city,  ^hich  is  a  county  of  itielf,  was  atl-« 
ciently  governed  by  two  bailiffs,  two  aldermen^ 
and  a  common-council,  and  fent  members  to  par- 
liament ai  origine* 

CoRPORAtlOJ^* 

By  charter  of  James  I.  it  confifts  of  a  mayof^ 
recorder,  fheriffs,  fix  aldermen,  twenty- four  comh* 
mon-councilmen,  and  forty-eight  affiftants. 

•  Right  of  Election'^ 

1693,  Feb.  7.  Is  in  the  freemen  not  receiving 
alms. 

i74^i  Feb.  II.  Is  in  the  citizeris  of  the  faid 
city  not  receiving  alms,  and  admitted  to  their  free- 
dom by  birth,  or  by/ervitude,  or  by  redemption,  irt 
order  to  trade  within  the  faid  city. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Seventeen  hundred. 

Returning  OFPiCEAi 
The  ihcriff. 

DROIT- 
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DROITWICH, 

Political  Character, 

THE  right  of  eledion  in  this  borough  is  irt 
two  bailiffs,  a  recorder,  and  eleven  burgefles,  who 
are  ftyled  th^  corporation  of  the  falt-fprings  of 
Droitwich. 

This  place  is  under  the  influence  of  Lord  Foley 

m 

and  Sir  Edward  Winnington,  bart.  the  latter  of 
whom  derives  it  from  the  family  of  Salway,  of 
Stanford,  in  this  county,  and  is  now  one  of  its 
members ;  the  other  is  the  Hon.  Andrew  Foley, 
fecond  brother  to  Lord  Foley. 

Sir  Herbert  Pakington  has  alfo  an  intcreft  in 
this  borough,  but  not  fufficiently  ftrong  to  oppofe 
the  prefent  members. 

Ancient  State. 
Droitwich,  or  Durtwich,  w^hich  is  fuppofed  to 
have  received  its  name  from  its  falt-pits,  anciently 
called  wiches,  and  its  dirty  fituation  upon  the 
river  Sal  warp,  confiilsonly  of  about  four  hundred 
houfcs,  and  yet  has  four  churches.     It  is  famous 

for 
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for  fait,  which  is  made  here  in  vaft  quantities.  In 
Domefday-book  it  is  faid,  that  every  week,  in  the 
feafon  of  wealing,  they  paid  off  a  tax  of  fixteen 
bullions;  which  is  fufficient  to  prove,  that  fait  was 
made  here  long  before  the  Conqueror's  furvey 
was  compiled.  Mention  is  alfo  made,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Athclftan,  of  the  fait  produced  in 
this  town. 

This  borough  having  fent  to  all  the  parliaments 
of  Edward  I.  and  2, 4,  Edward  11.  ceafed  fending 
till  Philip  and  Mary  reftored  it  in  1554. 

Corporation. 

This  place,  which  was  originally  incorporated 
by  King  John,  and  afterwards  by  charter  of  in^ 
/peximus  of  James  I.  confiftsof  two  bailiffs,  a  re- 
corder, and  eleven  burgeflcs. 

Right  of  Election. 

1 690,  Nov.  1 1 .  Is  in  the  burgeffes  of  the  corpo- 
ration of  the  falt-fprings  of  Droitwich. 

Number  of  Voter^. 

Fourteen. 

> 

Returning 
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Returning  Officers* 
The  bailiffs* 

i^ATRONS. 

liord  Foley  and  Sir  Edward  Winnington. 


EVESHAM. 

Political  Character4 

THIS  borough,  which  was  incorporated  by  a 
charter  granted  by  King  James  I.  is  only  under 
partial  influence.  The  corporation  have  been 
always  much  attached  to  the  family  of  the  Rufli- 
outs,  of  Northwick,  in  this  neighbourhood, 
whofe  intereft  has  bcenconiidered  as  the  pre* 
vailing  one,  and  fufficient  to  procure  a  feat  in 
parliament  for  one  of  that  family.  The  other 
feat  is  open. 

At  the  laft  eleAion,  in  179O,  there  were  three 
candidates ;  viz.  Sir  John  Rufhout,  in  his  own  in^ 
tereft;  Thomas  Th6mfon,  efq.  in  that  of  Oppoii- 

tion ; 
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uon;  Mr.Sullivan>   in  that  of  Adminiftration; 
when  the  numbers^  on  the  clofc  of  the  poll,  were. 

For  Sir  John  Rulhout,  bart.  —  418 
Thomas  Thompfon,  efq.  —  407 
Mr.  Sullivan        —  —        374 

Ancient  State. 

Evelham,  commonly  called  £fham«  which,  wc 
arc  told  by  the  monkifli  writers,  received  its  name 
from  one  Efvcs,  fwineherd  to  Egwin,  biftiop  of 
Worcefter,  is  an  ancient  borough,  and  enjoys 
many  privileges ;  fome  by  prefcription,  and  others 
by  charters.  It  has  two  parifh-churches ;  and  at 
fiengworth,  a  vills^e  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Avon,  but  included  within  thejurifdi<5Uon  of  this 
town,  there  is  another. 

This  borough  having  ient  23  Edward  L  ceafed 
returning  till  James  I.  who  reftored  it  in  the  firft 
year  of  hi^  reign,  incorporated  it,  aad  made  it  a 
mayor  town. 

CoRFokAtion 

Cbnfiftsofamayor,  recorder,  fcven  aldtfmen, 
and  twelve  capital  burgdibv. 

Vol- III.  R  The 
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The  mayor  and  four  of  the  ddcrmen  arc  juf- 
tkres  of  the  peace,  and  of  oyer,  terminer,  and  gaol 
delivery,  for  all  offences  committed  within  the 
jurifdidion  of  the  borough,  high  trcafon  ex- 
cepted. 

Right  of  Election. 
1669,  Sept.  22.  Is  in  the  common  bui^efles. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  eight  hundred. 

RiTURHiNO  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

pATROrf. 

Sir  John  Rufhout,  partially. 


BEWDLEY. 
Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  ele<aion  in  this  borough  is  con- 
fined to  the  corporation  only ;  confiding  of  a 
bailiff*  recorder,  and  twelve  burgeffes ;    which 

fight. 
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right;  if  it  may  be  fo  diftiiiguiihed,  it  received 
.  by  a  charter  from  King  James  I.  It  returns  to  I 
parliament^  iii  common  with  Abingdon,  Moh-* 
mouth,  Higham  Ferrers;  and  Banbury,  but  one 
member.  The  influence  which  prevails  here;  is 
that  of  Lord  Weflcote,  whole  fbn,  the  Hon. 
Geo^e  Fuike  Lyttelton,  ii  the  prefoit  repri- 
feiitative. 

Ancient  State. 

Bewdley,  or  Beawiey,  anciently  called  Beaulieu; 
which  fignifies  a  beautiful  place;  being  pleafiintly 
lituated  on  the  diclivitjr  of  a  hill,  near  the  Se- 
vern, had  great  privileges  granted  it  by  Edward 
i  V.  both  by  fea  and  land,  which  were  enlarged  by 
Henry  VII.  and  confirmed  by  Henry  VIIL 

This  place  ^as  originally  incorporated  by  Kihg 
James  L  and  governed  by  a  bailiff  and  burgefles ; 
but  the  cot-poratidn  \^as'  obliged  to  furrender  their 
charter  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  andf,  in 
that  of  James  II.  thdy  were  forced,  by  the  violence 
6f  the  times,  to  accept  of  another. 

In  i7<^7,  on  a  trial  at  law,"  the  furrender  in  the 
i-cign  of  Charles  11.  was  judged  void,  aiid  a  new 

R  i  charter 
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charter  was  granted  by  Queen  Anne,  confirming 
the  privileges  .granted  by  the  charter  of  James  I. 
In  confequence  of  this,  two  members  were  re- 
turned to  parlkiment,  and  two  returns  made  to 
the  fherifF;  one  by  the  bailiff  of  the  old  corpo- 
.  ration,  and  the  other  by  that  of  the  new.  This 
occasioned  a>^reat  law-fuit,  which  was  at  length 
determined  in  favour  of  the  new  charter ;  fincc 
which  time,  only  one  reprefentative  has  been 
eleded  for  this  Thorough. 

This  town  fent  members  to  parliament  as  eirly 
as  Edward  I.  after  which  there  was  a  long  inter- 
ruption. 

CoRPOItATIOlT. 

By  charter  of  James  I.  it  coniifls  of  a  bailiff; 
recorder,  and  twelve  capital  burgeffes.  The 
bailiff  is  a  juftiee  of  the  peace^  and  of  the  quorum 
for  the  year  he  officiates,  as  alio  &r  the  fucceed- 
dng  year, 

Right  of  Election. 

1662,  April  28.  In  the  bailiffs  and  buTgefTes 
appointed  by  the  charter  of  3  Jac.  I.  exclufivc  of 
all  others. 

1679, 
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1679,   ^^y  ^7*    AH  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  of  Bewdlcy  have  not  a  right  to  vote. 

1710,   Dec.    19.      The  charter  of  ^708  is 
void. 

1 69 1,  Jan.  24.    The  five  perfons  eleded  bur-. 
gefles  had  no  right  to  vote. 

NUM9£R  Of   V0TXR$» 

FourteeUf 

Rbtv]inin<;  Officuu 

The  bailiff,  • 

Patrok« 

Jiord  Weftcote. 


R3  YORKSHIRE^ 
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YORKSHIRE. 


Political  Character. 

THIS  county  is  the  firft  in  the  kingdom,  ix| 
territory,  population,  and  opulence ;  the 
pymber  of  freeholders  being  ypwards  of  fixteen 
thoufand ;  and  its  (hare  in  the  reprefcntation,  agree- 
able to  the  ratio  of  its  taxes^  would  be  forty-  fix  out 
of  five  hundred  and  fifty-^ight;  which  at  prcfent 
conftitute  the  reprefentative  body  of  the  nation  : 
yet  the  boroughs  of  Midhurft  and  Old  Sai-um, 
neither  of  which  have  ^  boufe  remaining  in  it,  and 
thofe  of  Gatton  and  Cafl:lc  Rifing,  where  there 
are  no  more  conftituents  than  members,  fingly 
poflfefs  an  equal  fliare  in  the  democratic  branch  of 
the  legiflature,  with  this  extenfive  and  populous 
county. 

If  this  will  not  convince  the  moft  prejudiced 
minds  of  the  neceffity  of  a  reform,  neither  argu- 
ment nor  eloquence  can  be  ufed  to  any  puipofe. 

This 
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This  county  has  the  honour  to  give  a  feat  in 
parliament  to  William  Wilberforce,  efq.  Mrhofe 
extenfive  abilities,  fo  laudably  exercifed  in  the 
caufe  of  humanity,  have  rendered  his  name  facred 
in  the  prefent  times,  and  [will  tranfmit  it  to  po- 
fterity,  to  be  preferved  by  it  as  a  pledge  of  a 
peculiar  excellence.  The  abolition  of  the  flave- 
trade  was  an  objedt  in  which  his  benevolent  mind 
was  continually  employed;  nor  did  he  forget 
that  the  n^oes  were  men,  although  of  a  colour 
different  from  himfelf,  and  therefore  entitled  to 
the  natural  freedom  and  privileges  of  man.  His 
labours  will  now  be  amply  rewarded  ,by  the 
bleflings  which  they  have  procured  to  this  un- 
fo:ftynate  and  hitherto  ill-fated  people. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county^  which  was  called  by  the  Saxons 
Eboriafcyre,  is  the  largeft  county  in  England, 
and  is  bounded,  on  the  north,  by  the  German 
Ocean,  and  the  biftiopric  of  DurhaxQ ;  on  the  eaft, 
by  the  German  Ocean  ;  on  the  fouth,  by  Lincoln^ 
(hire,  Nottingham'ftiire,  Derbylhire,  and  a  fmall 
part  of  Chelhirc;  and  on  the  weft,  by  Lancafhirc 
R  4  and 
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smd  Wefixnorclwd ;  extending  in  length  cme 
hundred  and  fourteen  miks,  in  breadth  eighty^ 
tnd  three  hundred  and  fixty  iniles  in  circuiOt- 
fcrcncc. 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  it  was  inhabited  bj 
the  Brigantes^  Whence  this  name  was  derived^ 
authors  arc  not  agreed ;  but,  ?iccording  to  the 
French,  it  fignifics  boiflerouSj  refblute  men* 

When  the  Saxons  were  fttt|ed  ip  this  part  of 
the  iflandi  and  the  whole  was  divided,  into  fevcn 
kingdoms,  this  county  formed  a  part  of  Northum- 
berland, which  wjts  divided  into  Deira  iind  Bef- 
nicia.  Yorkfliire  was  under  the  government  of 
t|ie  king  of  Deira^  who^^  after  a  fucceflipn  of  fix 
kings  of  Bernicia,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-fcven 
years,  became  mafter  of  f:hc  whole  j  after  which  it 
continued  a  part  of  Ae  kingdom  of  Northumber- 
I^d,  till  Egbert,  king  of  Sic  Weft  Saxons,  fub^ 
ducd  the  other  ii:t^  and  rendered  ^U  England  fubr 
jpd  to  his  power. 

This  county  bore  a  cpnfidi?rablc  part  in  th? 

principal  tranfadlions  of  the  follWing  reigns,  par- 

"  ticularly  ip  the  difputes  between  th?  houfes  of 

?  York 
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York  and  Lancafter.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  I V^ 
there  was  a  rebellion  in  Yorkihire,  fomented  hy 
the  Earl  of  Warwick^  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence,, 
the  king's  brother^  occafioned  by  a  diipute  re* 
gating  to  an  old  hofpital  in  York^ 

After  Henrjr  VIII.  bad  eftablilhed  his  fupre« 
linacy,  and  an  aA  of  parliament  had  pa(Ied>  allowing 
the  Lord's  prayer.  Creed,  and  Ten  Commandnents^ 
to  be  read  in  EngUfli  in  the  churches,  a  formi- 
dable rebellion  was  raifed  in  this  county,  where 
the  people  aflembled  to  the  number  of  forty  thou-> 
fand,  provided  with  horfcs,  arms,  and  artillery, 
in  order  to  defend  what  they  termed  the  faith  of 
Chrift,  calling  their  march  the  holy  and  bleiled. 
pilgrimage.  The  Earl  of  Shrewfbury,  being  in 
thefe  parts,  immediately  aflembled  an  army,  and 
was  ibon  joined  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  lord-^ 
lieutenant  of  the  county,  and  others  of  the  no-  * 
bility,  who  h^d  a  great  army  under  their  com- 
piand,  and  were  ordered  to  attack  the  rebels. 
They  were  ^ncaipped  near  Donca/lcr,  where  terms 
of  accomn>odation  were  offered  them,  to  which 
they  refufing  to  liften,  a  pitched  battle  was* 
agreed  upon ;  but  happily  the  river  Don  being 
fwelled  bjr  the  rain  that  fell  in  the  night,  they 

>verc 
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were  prevented  coming  to  an  enagcment ;  andj^ 
by  the  mediation  of  fome  of  the  nobility,  a  par- 
don was  obtained,  which  moft  of  the  rebels  ac-- 
cepted,  and  returned  home.' 

This  county,  which  confifls  of  three  ridings, 
fuhdivided  into  twenty*fix  wapentakes,  is  fituated 
in  the  province  and  diocefe  of  York,  Richmond 
excepted,  which  belongs  to  the  diocefe  of  Chcfter^ 
and  contains  one  city,  fifty-four  market-towns, 
^nd  five  hundred  and  fixty-three  parilhcs.  It 
fends  thirty  members  to  parlisgment^  two  knights 
of  the  (hire  for  the  county^  twot  citizens  for 
York,  and  t.wp  burgefles  for  each  of  the  folldwing 
places;  viz.  Aldborough,  BeverJey,  Borough- 
t^ridgc,  Heydon,  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  Knarefl 
borough,  Malton,  Northallerton,  Pontefrad* 
Richmond,  Rippon,  Scarborough  and  Thirfke. 

The  right  of  elc(5tion  for  knights  of  the  (hire 
for  this  county,  is  in  thofe  perfons  whofe  freeholds 
lie  within  that  part  of  the  county  of  the  city  of 
York,  commonly  called  the  Aynfty. 


YORK 
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YORK  CITY, 

Political  Character. 

*     THIS  city  is  Independent  in  the  cxercife  of  iof 

j  pnftitutional  rights.     Were  there  the  fame  nura- 

Iber  of  eledors  in  every  other  city,  and  in  the 

rcfpcdliye  boroughs,  we   (hould  not  have  rhc 

baneful  effeds  of  influence  and  corruption  tQ 

complain  of.    Ap  equalization  of  rhc  country  into 

diftrids,    would  fupply  at    Icaft  five;  thouiand 

houfekeepers  to  elcdl  the  yeprefentatives  for  each 

place  ;  and  why  a  mode  fo  fimple  and  pradli- 

I  cable  cannot  be  inftantly  adopted,  we  muft  con^ 

*  fcfs  wc  have  not  fagac^ty  to  divine^.  * 

Ancient  State. 

Tfhls  city,  which  is  the  fee  of  an  archbifliop, 
and  a  county  of  itfelf,  unconncdlcd  with  the 
Ridings,  is  lituated  on  a  point  where  the  bo.un« 
daries  of  the  three  Ridings  meet,  at  the  diftanceof 
two  hundred  miles  from  London.  Its  prefent 
name,  York,  is  a  corruption  or  contradion  of  the 
Saxpn  name,  Euor-wic,  and  Eofor-w^c,  derived 
ff  oni  the  Roman  name  Eboracum,  fuppofed  to  have 

been 
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been  given  it  from  Ebraucus,  a  Britiih  king,  who 
is  faid  to  have  been  its  founder*  That  it  was  a 
Roman  colony,  appears  from  the  teftimpny  both 
of  Ptolemy  and  Antoninus ;  and  we  have  good 
evidence,  that  the  fixth  legion,  called  Viftrix, 
fcnt  into  Britain  by  Adrian,  was  in  garrifoi\ 
Jiere, 

> 
The  En^ror  Sevcrus  redded  a  confidcrable 
time  in  this  city;  and  dying  here,  his  afhes  were 
carried  thence,  in  a  golden  urn,  to  Rome.  Con^ 
ftantinc  Chlorus  alfo  died  at  York ;  and  here  his 
fon,  Conftantinc  the  Great,  was  d^Iarcd  em- 
peror.   ^ 

In  1298,  Edward  I.  fummoned  a  parliament 
to  meet  at  York,  and  another  was  held  there  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  IL  King  Henry  VIIL  efta- 
bllHied  a  council  or  fenate  here,  not  unlike  the 
parliaments  of  France,  which  took  cognizance  of 
all  cauies  in  the  north  of  England,  and  deter- 
mined  them  according  to  the  laws  of  equity. 

Corporation. 

This  was  made  a  mayor-town  by  Richard  I. 
but  Richard  IL  changed  the  title-  into  a  lord- 

mayorjt 
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mayor,  and  appointed  two  fhcrifFs;  befides 
which,  there  arc  a  recorder,  twelve  aldermen, 
twcnty-four  afliftants.,  and  feventy-two  commou- 
councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 

In  the  corporation,  together  with  the  freemen 
of  the  city ;  which  freedom  is  acquired  by  patri- 
inony,  fervitude,  purchafe,  or  gift  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

NuNfiBER  OT  Voters. 
In  the  contefted  eleftion  in  1758,  which  was 
a  very  expenfive  and  fmartly-difputed  one,  and 
probably,  therefore,  very  thoroughly  canvaffed, 
the  number  of  voters  was  2233.  In  the  eleftion 
of  I774>  there  appeared  to  be,  for  Mr.  Turner, 
828  ;  for  Lord  John  Cavendifh,  807  ;  and  for  Mr. 
Hawke,  647.  Moll  of  the  laft  being  fingle  votes, 
it  may  be  fairly  concluded,  that  upwards  of  1450 
voters  appeared  at  that  eledtion.  But  as  Mr. 
Hawke  gave  up  the  poll  long  before  it  would 
have  been  concluded,  great  numbers  of  perfons 
who  were  entitled  to  vote  were  not  called  upon ; 
befides  which,  it  was  not  thought  neceflary  to 
bring  in  all  the  voters  who  lived  at  a  diftance  : 
from  which  it  may  beprefumed,  that  the  number 

of 
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ttf  voters  ire  not  lefs  now  than  in  1758;  bat; 
by  thofc  moft  cdnipetent  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
fad,  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  at  leaft  a  thoofkdcf 
more. 

RETURNIliG     OFFlCJfRS: 

The  IherifFs.     , 


HULL. 

Political  Character; 

(ABOUT  nine  hundred  of  the  eledtors  are  rcli- 
dent,  fifty  of  whom  were  difqualified  by  Mr. 
Crewe's  bill.  The  town  contains  nearly  three 
thoufand  houfes-  For  upwards  of  thirty  years 
the  candidates  have  paid  the  poorer  order  of 
voters  two  guineas  for  each  vote*  The  number 
who  tQpk  money  was  commonly  two-thirds  of  the 
voters.  So  eftablifhed  is  this  fpecies  of  corrup- 
tion, that  the  voters  regard  it  as  a  fort  of  birth- 
right. Very  few  of  the  voters  are  independent  of 
the  higher  ranks  of  people  in  the  town.  The 
candidates  have  each  their  friends  amongft  the 
higher  ranks,  who  canvas  the  town,  and  apply 
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With  great  emphafis  to  their  refpeftive  depen- 
dents ;  fo  that  feveral  tradefmen  are  at  a  lofs  how 
to  condudt  themfelves  with  fafety :  they  are  be- 
tween Scylla  and  Charjbdis ;  and  fome  have  been 
known  to  put  the  number  of  their  employers  on 
the  fide  of  the  two  candidates^  and  hand  about 
the  lift  as  their  juftification.  Other  tradefmen, 
having  more  than  one  voter  in  their  families, 
Iplit  their  votes,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  and  the 
prefcrvation  of  their  friends  in  trade. 

.  Belides  the  above  two  guineas  being  paid  for 
each  vote,  the  out-voters  have  been  paid  one 
guinea  for  expences,  if  refident  twenty  miles  or 
under  from  Hull,  and  two  guineas  for  above 
twenty  miles,  and  under  fifty;  above  fifty,  as 
could  be  agreed.  This  is  to  be  undcrftood,  if  the 
voter  gave  a  fingle  vote  for  one  candidate :  if  one 
vote  for  each  candidate,  then  half  a  guinea ;  and 
0at  guinea  from  each.  So  foon  as  the  candidates 
declare  their  intentions  of  offering  themfelvef, 
and  the  canvas  is  begun,  the  needy  voters  offer 
themfelves  as  afliftants,  or  runners,  as  they  are 
called ;  and  if  one  candidate  refufes  to  accept  their, 
generous  fer\dces  (for  which  they  are  paid  five 
ihillings  ,per  day),   they  threaten  to  go  to  his. 

^ta« 
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antagoniil ;  {o  that  three  hundred  and  upwards  of 
thefe  Swifs  troops  have  been  known  to  be  engaged 
'  io  do  nothings  at  five  (hillings  per  day  each,  feveral 
days  before  the  poll  was  taken.  MeiTengers  fent 
DO  canvas  thcnon-refident  or  out-voter$»  promife 
of  places,  coach-hire,  horfe-hire,  chaife-hirc, 
treats,  &c.  add  to  the  enormity  of  the  crimes 
above  ftated.  Another  matter  worthy  of  notice 
is,  that  Hull,  being  a  town  and  county  of  itfe}( 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitanu  in  it,  and  in  its 
diftriA  (which  comprehends  a  quadrant  of  about 
five  or  fix  miles  radius),  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  voting  at  any  eledion  for  the  county  of  York, 
or  for  the  corporation  itfelf,  unlefs  privilege  as 
burgefles. 

The  fifty  revenue-officers  arc  buigefl^  of  Hull } 
and  the  government  candidates  have  ufiiallx  had 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  votes,  by  the 
connexions  of  the  cuftoms  and  excife,  and  fit>m 
cxpeAants. 

Many  of  the  voters  are  not  houfefaolders,  and 
many  of  the  mariners  have  no  fixed  refidence  in 
Hull,  or  elfewhere.  It  appears,  that  every  elec- 
tion exceeds  the  preceding  one  in  corruption. 

Ancient 
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Kingfton  upon  Hull,  generally  called  only  Hull, 
received  the  rtame  of  Kingfton,  or  King's  town, 
from  its  being  founded  by  King  Edward  I.  and 
the  additional  term  Hull,  from  its  fituatiori  on 
the  river  of  the  fame  name.  It  is  faid  to  have 
been  firft  incorporated  by  King  Henry  III.  but 
King  Henry  VL  made  it  a  county  of  itfelf.  The 
mayor  had  two  fwords  given  him,  one  by  Ri- 
chard III.  and  the  other  by  Henry  VIII.  though 
only  one  is  how  carried  before  him;  He  had  alfo 
given  him  a  cap  of  maintenance,  arid  an  oar  of 
lignum  vitae,  being  an  enfign  of  his  jurifdidion  as 
admiral  within  the  liberties  of  the  Humben 

The  town  is  cncoriipafred  by  a  wall  and  ditcfi, 
where  it  is  not  defended  by  the  Humber,  and  for- 
tified by  a  caftle>  a  citadel,  and  bibckhoufe. 

This  town,  having  returned  33  Edw.  I.  ceafcd 
fending  till  12  EdwaM  IL 

Corporation. 

By  chaftet  of  Henry  VI.  it  confiftsof  a  mayor, 
Iheriff,  recorder,  and  twelve  aldermen. 
Vol.  III.  S  Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

In  the  burgefles,  which  is  derived,  either  fix>m 
being  born  the  fon  of  a  burgefs,  from  having 
ferved  feven  years  apprenticeihip  to  a  buigefs, 
from  purchafe,  or  from  donation  for  public  fer« 
vices. 

Number  of  Voters. 

\  From  the  copjr  of  the  laft  poll,  taken  in  Sep- 
tember 1780,  eleven  hundred  and  eighty  burgeffes 
vbted,^  of  which  forty-two  were  cuftom-houfe, 

i  and  three  were  excife-ofEcers,  who  arc  now  dif- 

Ifranchifed. 


As  the  former  parliament  had  been  fuddenly 
diflblved,  and  writs  for  the  new  parliament  im- 
mediately ifliied,  and  as  the  cledion  came  on  in 
the  autumn,  when  many  feamen  in  the  merchants 
fcrvice  were  not  returned  from  their  voyages,  and 
,in  time  of  war  too,  when  many  were  abroad  in 
^  the  fervice  of  government,  it  may  be  computed 
•(^'that  there  are  fourteen  hundred  burgeffes  of  thia 
town. 

Returhwo  Officer. 

The  iherifF. 
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KNARESBOROXJGH. 

PotiTtCAL  Character. 

TMiS  borough  has  returned  members  to  par- 
liahient  ever  fince  the  firft  year  of  Queen  Mary's 
tcign.  The  right  of  eledion  was  then  veiled  in 
eighty-four  or  eighty-eight  burgage-houfes,  the 
dwriers  of  which  were  entitled  to  vote.  The  elec- 
tions continued  free  till  about  the  year  1719, 
when  two  gentlemen^  ftriving  againft  each  other 
in  canvaffing,  firft  began  the  pradliceof  purchafing 
the  burgage-houfes :  by  thefe  means  a  majority 
(of  the  votes  was  always  in  the  pofleilion  of  fomc 
particular  family.  The  Duke  of  Devonihirc  is 
now>  and  the  family  has  for  a  long  time  been,  in 
pofleflibn  of  all  the  burgage-houfes,  except  four. 
When  an  elediion  comes  on,  a  number  of  men 

^  are  fent  from  a  diftant  part  of  the  country,  and  a 
certain  burgage-houfe  conveyed  to  each  of  them, 

J  for  the  day :  they  are  then  told  who  they  are  to 
vote  for,  and  the   "  cfy  goes  round.**    Some  man( 
is  chaired  as  pro^y  for  the  abfent  member.    The  I 
fteward  of  the  houfe  is  the  returning-officer.  There  \ 
ATt  no  refident  eledors :  the  men  who  are  fent  j 

S  2  •  to 
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\  to  vote  are  the  Duke's  tenants :  they  come,  if 
there  is  occafion,  from  his  eftates  in  the  Eall 
Riding ;  but  generally  they  are  thofe  about  Bos- 
ton-bridge,  near  Skipton,    twenty  miles    from 

JKnareiborough,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  wild 
mountainous  foreft.  The  number  of  houfes  in 
Knarelborough  is  about  five  hundred.  If  the  bur- 
gage-tenures  were  taken  away,  it  is  fuppofed  there 
would  be  found  three  hundred  or  four  hundred 
men,  who  pay  all  manner  of  afleffments ;  and 
thefe  are  chiefly  manufacturers,  farmers,  and 
Ihopkeepers.  No  diminution  of  votes  has  taken 
place  in  confequencc  of  the  aft  rcfpeding  re- 
venue-officers. The  principal  land-owners  are 
Sir  Thomas  Slinglby,  Mr.  Roundhill,  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Mr.  Rhodes,  of  Rippon,  and  Sir  John 
Coghill,  befides  a  great  many  tradefmen,  who 
have  fmall  eftates  in  the  borough.  The  circum- 
ftance  of  the  members  never  appearing  at  the 
elections,  but  having  fome  old  pauper  chaired  by 
way  of  proxy,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  conftant 
praftice,  is  really  infulting.  It  cannot  be  faid, 
however,  that  there  is  bribery  and  corruption, 
as  the  elections  are  managed  almoft  without  any 
vifible  expence  whatever. 

Ancient 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


KNARESBOROUOH.  ^61 

Ancient  State. 

This  place,  which  is  an  ancient  borough  by 
prefcription,  without  a  corporation,  is  fituated 
on  a  rugged  rock,  almoft  furrounded  by  the 
river  Nidd,  and  governed  by  a  bailiff.  It  had 
anciently,  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  a  caftle,  faid 
to  have  been  built  by  Serlo  de  Burgh,  which  wa« 
formerly  the  feat  of  the  Eftotevils. 

Right  of  Election. 

1690,  1 69 1,  May  17,  In  the  burgage.-hold* 
cts. 

Number  of  Voters.' 

About  one  hundred  j  two  thirds  of  which  are  in 
the  poffeflion  of  the  Duke  of  Devonlhire,  and 
the  remainder  in  Sir  Thomas  Turner  Slinglby. 

Returning  Officer. 
ThcbaUifF. 

Patron. 


S  3  SCAR^ 
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SCARBOROUGH. 

i 

Political  Character* 

THE  right  of  eledior^  in  this  town  is  in  thirty^ 
eight  individuals;  a  corporation  confining  of 
two  bailiffs,  who  are  the  returning-officers,  and 
thirty-fix  burgefles.  The  patron  was  the  late 
Duke  of  Rutland,  whofe  influence  is  managed, 
during  the  minority  of  the  prefent  Duke,  by  his 
uncle  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  who  likewife  holds 
the  recprderfhip  of  the  corporation,  until  his  ne- 
phew comes  of  age. 

By  Mr.  Crewe's  bill,  ten  of  the  common-coun- 
cilmen  are  incapacitated  to  vote  for  reprefen- 
tatives ;  but  as  thofe  incapacitated  to  vote  may 
happen  to  be  feniors  of  the  body,  they  may,  con- 
fequently,  bave  a  voice-  in  the  eledion  of  new 
common-councilmen,  and  therefore  be  inftru- 
inental  to  corruption,  by  bringing  fuch  into  their 
body  as  may  be  dependent  upon  them.  It  has, 
therefore,  not  ftruck  at  the  evil  in  this  or  any 
other  corporation,  which  it  was  meant  to  re- 
'  medy. 

Scar- 
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.  Scarborough,  which  is  a  large  country-town, 
may  be  ranked  with  Andover,  Banbury,  Tivertoh, 
and  Dartmouth,  whofe  rights  are  likcwife  mono- 
polized by  chartered  corporations. 

Ancient  State, 

Scarborough,  which  is  (ituated  on  a  deep  rock, 
fiearly  furrounded  by  the  fea,  and  which»  gives  the 
title  of  earl  to  the  family  of  Saunderfon,  has  one 
one  of  the  beft  harbours  in  che  kingdom,  which  is 
of  fuch  great  advantage  to  fhipping  in  ftormy 
weather,  that  the  pier  is  maintained  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  public,  by  a  duty  on  coals  brought 
from  Newcaftle  and  Sunderland. 

It  was  formerly  defended  by  a  caftle,  built  by 
William  Le  Grofle,  EiJrl  of  Albemarle,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Stephen,  which  was  afterwards  re- 
built by  Henry  II.  in  a  more  fplendid  manner, 
with  a  tower,  which  ferved  as  a  land-mark  to 
mariners. 

Among  many  other  religious  foundations  which 

this  town  formerly  fupported,  was  a  cell  of  monks, 

belonging  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Ciftertium, 

in  France;  a  houfeof  Grey  friars,  founded  about 

S4  the 
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the  year  124O;  a  houfe' of  Black  friars,  founded 
before  1285  ;  ^^d  a  houfe  of  Carmelites,  feid  to 
have  been  founded  by  Edward  II. 

This  town,  which  is  a  very  ancient  borough, 
fent  to  parliament  23  Edw.  I.  being  (York  and 
Hull  excepted)  the  only  place  in  this  very  large 
county  that  conftantly  returned  before  the  reign  of 
Edw.  VI. 

Corporation. 
Confifts  of  two  bailiffs  and  thirty-fix  burgefles. 

Right  of  Election. 

1736,  April  21.  Is  in  the  common  houfe,  or 
common  council  of  the  faid  borough,  confifting 
of  two  bailiffs,  two  coroners,  four  chamberlains, 
and  thirty-fix  burgeflcs  only. 

Agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

Number  of  Voters. 


Returning  Officers. 
The  bailiffs. 

Patron. 
The  Duke  of  Rutland. 

RIPPON. 
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RIPPOK 

Political  Character, 

THE  right  of  election  for  this  borough  is  vefted 
in  burgage  tenures  ;  the  greateft  part  of  which 
belong  to  the  Aiflabie  family.  The  prefent  re^ 
prefentative  is  William  Laurence,  efq.  of  Kerby 
Fletcham,  in  this  county. 

Ancient  State. 
Rippon  is  Gtuated  between  the  Ure  and 
fmall  ftream  called  the  Skcll,  where  there  is  a 
venerable  Gothic  ftrudlure,  both  parochial  and 
collegiate,  with  three  fpire  (leeples,  originally' 
founded  during  the  Saxon  heptarchy.     In  the 
times  of  poper}',  this  church  was  famous  for  a 
piece  of  prieftcr^ft  pratflifed  in  it,  by  which  much 
money  was  obtained  by  the  canons.   In  the  church 
was  a  ftrait  paffage,  leading  into  a  clofe  vaulted 
room,  fo  contrived,  that  none  could  pafs  through 
it  byt  fuch  as  were  favoured.     This  paflage  was 
called  St.  Wilfrid's  Needle,  and  was  ufed  to  prove 
the  chaftity  of  any  woman  fufpefted  of  inconti- 
nence.    We  are  told,  that  if  Ihe  found  means  to 
fatisfy  the  prieft  by  a  proper  prefent,  Ihe  palled 
^  through 
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through  it,  and  was  reputed  chafte ;  but  if  the 
fum  was  not  paid^^  flie  ftuck  in  the  paflage. 

The  mafkct-placc,  which  is  accounted  one  of 
the  fineft  fquares  of  the  kind  in  England,  is 
adornecl  with  an  obelilk,  ercded  by  John  Aif- 
labie,  efq.  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  the 
reign  of  George  I. 

This  place  having  returned  only  23  Edw.  I. 
and  I  Edw.  II.  intermitted  fending  till  the  laft 
parliament  of  Edw.  VI.  or  i  Mary,  when  it  was 

reftored. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  granted  in  1604,  it  is  governed  by 
a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  aldermen,  and  twenty- 
four  affiftants* 

Right  op  Election. 

In  the  burgage-holders. 

Number  of  Voters. 
One  hundred  and  forty-fix ;  of  which  a  greab 
jnajority  are  in  the  family  of  the  Aiflabie's, 

Rbturnino  Officer. 
iThc  mayor. 

Patron. 

7ICH*I0ND. 
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RICHMOND, 

Political  Character. 

THE  influence  which  prevails  here  is  that  of 
Sir  Thomas  Dundas,  and  Mr.  Yorks  but  the 
former  of  thefe  gentlemen  holds  a  complete  ma- 
jority of  votes,  the  latter  poffeffing  only  thirty 
borough-houfes.  Some  of  the  aldermen,  and  in- 
dependant  freeholders,  alfo  have  votes,  which  they 
may  give  according  to  their  inclinations  i  but 
thefe  are  an  inconfiderable  number. 

Ancient  Statb, 

Richmond,  which  is  faid  to  be  fo  called,  from 
a  fmall  variation  of  Rich  Mount,  is  inclofed  with 
walls,  in  which  are  three  gates,  leading  to  three 
fuburbs,  and  had  formerly  a  caftle  built  by  Allan 
of  Bretagne,  who  was  created,  by  William  the^ 
Conqueror,  the  firft  earl  of  Richmond  ;  which 
title,  with  that  of  duke,  has  been  conferred  on  the 
branches  of  feveral  royal  families,  but  now  centers 
iij  his  Grace  Charles  Lenox,  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Lenox. 

This 
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This  borough,  having  been  incorporated  19 
Eliz.  was,  in  her  next  parliament,  anno  27,  called 
upon  to  return  members.  It  has  been  annexed  to 
the  duchy  of  Lancafter  ever  fince  jhe  reign  of 
Richard  II.  and  has  thirteen  free  companies  of 
tradefmen,  who  annually  choole  the  mayor  on 
Hilary-day. 

Corporation 

.    Confifls  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  alder- 
men,  and  twenty-four  common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 

» 

1727,  March  9.    Is  in  fuch  perfons  as  are 

owners  of  ancient  burgages  in  the  faid  borough, 

having  a  right  of  pafture  in  a  common  ficjd, 
called  WhireclifFe  Pafture. 

Number  of  Voters. 

Two  hundred  and  feventy,  of  which  Sir  Tho- 
mas Dundas  poffefles  a  complete  majority. 

Returning  Ojficer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 

Sir  Thomas  Dundas. 

HEYDON. 
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HEYDON. 


Political  Character. 

IN  this  borough  every  burgefs,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  indeed,  thinks  it  incumbent  on  him  to  lay 
the  candidates  under  as  fevere  a  contribution  as  poC- 
fible.  Ribband-bills  will  amount  to  lool.  The 
candidates'  agents  will  lend  the  burgefles  money, 
which  is  never  returned.  The  families  of  feveral 
burgefles  have  almoft  lived  by  their  exadions,  and 
yet  their  idlcnefs  has  ruined  them.  Voters  have 
been  known  to  aflc  lOoL  and  Sol.  has  been  bid 
for  a  fingle  vote.  The  nominal  price  of  a  vote 
is  20I.  that  is,  20I.  is  expedlcd  by  each  voter,  m  j 
cafe  there  isjio^ppofitioa.  Where  fuch  enor- 
mities prevail,  inferior  vices  will  ncceflariiy 
flourifh. 

Ancient  Statb,  .    . 

This  borough,  M*hich  is -about  four  miles  diftant 
from  Hull,  is  fituated  on  a  fmall  ftream  near  the 
Humbcr:    it  had  formerly  three  churches,    of 

which 
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which  only  one  now  remains.  It  lent  rtiembers  to 
parliament  anno  23  Edwk  I.  after  which  it  ceafed 
fending  till  i  Edw*  VL 

Corporation 
Confifts  of  a  mayor,   recorder,  two  bailifFsi 
and  nine  aldermeil. 

Right  of  Electioi^ 

Is  in  the  burgeffes  of  the  faid  boroughj  Ivhofe 
privileges  are  gained  either  by  defcent,  by  fcrv-i 
ing  feven  years  to  a  freeman  refiding  only  in 
the  borough,  or  by  an  honorary  gift,  at  the  dif* 
crction  of  the  chief  officers  for  the  time  being  1 
which  latter  power  is  feldom  exercifed,  on  account 
of  the  jealoufy  and  oppofition  of  tbc  cohiftiort 
burgelles« 

Nu^MBER  OP  Voters* 

Was,  in  1775,  iboutone  hundred  and  fevcnty- 
five ;  deducing  from  whicl^  about  thirty  revenue- 
officers,  who  are  now  disfranchifedj  the  number 
will  hardly  exceed  one  hundred  and  forty* 

Returning  Officer* 
The  mayor. 

•  I^ATRON* 

BOROUGH- 
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BOROUGHBRIDGE. 

PoxiTicAt  Character. 

THE  right  of  eledlion  here  is  not,  like  that  of 
the  other  part  of  the  parifh,  in  the  inhabitants 
paying  fcot  and  lot,  but  in  burgage-holds.  Thefe 
tenures,  like  the  houfes  in  Aldborough,  are  the 
property  of  the  Doke  of  Ncwcaftle,  and  Andrew 
Wilkinfon,  efq.  but  the  former  poffeffing  the  ma- 
jority of  them,  has  confequently  the  difpofal  of 
its  reprefentation. 

The  returning  officer  here,  as  at  Aldbordugh, 
is  a  titular  bailiff,  appointed  at  the  court-leet  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor. 

Ancient  Stats. 

Boroughbridge,  or  Burrowbridge,  which  is  (6 
called  from  a  handfome  ftone  bridge  over  the 
river  Ure,  is  a  fmall  borough,  at  the  diftance  of 
two  hundred  and  feventcen  miles  from  London^ 
and  only,  a  chapelry  to  Aldborough,  where  they 
bury  their  dead ;  notwithftanding  which,  it  fend» 

^  two 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2*J2  M  A  L  T  O  N. 

two  members  to  parliament,  and  is  governed  by  :a 
titular  bailiff.  Near  this  place  Edward  II.  is  faid 
to  have  gained  a  viftory  over  the  barons. 

This  borough  never  fent  to  parliament  till 
1553,  being  the  firft  year  of  .Queen  Mary's 
itign. 

Right  of  Election. 

In  the  burgage-holders. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Nominally,  fevcnty-four. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  bailiff. 

Patrow^ 
The  Duke  of  Newcaftle. 


MALTON. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  town  has  no  corporation.   The  returning 
officer  is  a  titular  bailiff,  appointed  at  the  court- 

lect 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


M  A  L  T  6  iii  573 

leet  of  Earl  Fkzwilliain,lord  of  the  ihahor.  There 
is  no  refolution  refpeding  the  right  of  elcdUon, 
I  but  it  is  exercifed  by  the  burgage-holdefs,  in  num- 
ber about  a  hundred  ;  thefe  are  nwftly  the  pro- 
perty of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  who  has  the  folc 
dilpofal  of  its  political  favourSi 

Ancient  StaM* 
Maltort,  or  New  Malton,  which  is  a  borough 
by  prefcription,  has  had  the  epithet  New  ever 
fince  the  reign  of  King  Stephen,  when  it  was 
rebuilt  by  Euftace  Fit^  John;  and  is  divided  by 
the  river  Dcrwent  into  the  old  and  new  towns/ 
having  a  communication  with  each  other  by  a 
bridge.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  it  had  a  caftle^ 
of  which  fome  remains  are  ftill  to  be  feen* 

Though  this  is  a  large  town,  and  has  three 
churches,  yet  they  arc  only  reputed  as  chapels  of* 
eafe  to  Old  Malton.  It  is  governed  by  a  titulai! 
bailiff,  and  has  no  corporation* 

This  place  having  retutned  to  parliament  23 
and  26  Edw.  L  was  rellored  to  fend  members 
again  to  parliament,  by  order  of  the  faoufe  o£ 
commionsj  anno  1640. 

Vol.  III.  T     -  Kiomt 
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Right  of  Elbctiow. 
In  the  burgage-holders. 

Number  of  voters* 
About  three  hundred  and  forty. 

Returning  Officer^ 
The  bailifF. 

Patron. 
Earl  Fitzwilliam. 


THIRSK* 

Political  Character. 

THIS  town  is  divided  into  two  parts»  the  old 

and  new  town.    The  new  town  has  a  market,  is 

well  built,  full  of  inhabitants,  and  improving.  The 

burgage-tenure  in  which  the  right  of  eIe(5tion  is 

[veiled,  is  in  old  Thirlk,  now  much  depopulated: 

[the  owners  of  fifty  of  the  burgage  houfes  have, 

{however,  the  privilege  of  cleding  two  members, 

fort)^- 
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forty-riiiie  of  which  really  belong  to  Sir  Thomas 
Franklaiid,  though  they  are  occafionally  con- 
veyed to  fevcral  of  his  friends  and  dependants  for 
the  purpofe  of  voting  only,  as  he  receives  the 
Irents  and  profits. 

Ancient  StatS. 

Thirik,  or  Thrulk,  which  is  an  ancient  borough 
by  prefcription,  had  a  very  ftrong  caftle  formerly, 
which  was  dcftroyed  by  Menry  IL  It  is  governed 
by  a  bailifi;  who  is  chofen  by  the  burgs^e-holders, 
iand  fwdrn  in  by  the  fteward  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  for  whom  he  holds  a  court*leet  twice  a 
year* 

This  place  having  lent  only  i^  £d^>  I*  made  no 
other  return  till  the  laft  parliament  of  Edw.  VI. 
when  the  IherifFof  Yorklhire  fummoned  Heydon 
and  this  borough  to  fend  members. 

Right  oIf  ELECTiort* 

in  the  burgagC'-holders  of  the  village  of  Old 
Thirfk* 

Number  of  Voters* 
Fifty. 

T    2  KstVRMlNa 
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Returning  Officer* 
The  bailiff. 

Patron* 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland. 


ALDBOROUGH. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  parifli,  which  does  not  contain  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  houfes,  fends  four  members  to  par- 
liament, under  the  names  of  the  boroughs  of 
Aldborough  and  Boroughbridge.  They  do  ^ot^ 
like  Steyning  and  Bramber,  in  Suflex,  confift  of 
one  paltry  ftreet,  or,  like  Weymouth  and  Mel- 
combe,  in  Dorfetfhirc,  unite  in  choofing  four 
members,  but  are  feparate  and  diftindl  boroughs, 
without  arms  or  corporations,  and  almoft  deftitutc 
of  every  thing  elfe  but  reprefentatives.  A  bailifi^ 
appointed  at  the  court-Iect  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  is  the  returning  officer,  and  the  right  of 
cledion  is  in  fixty-four  houfekeeepers^  paying 

icot 
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foot  and  lot  j  thcfe  houfes  are  all  the  property  of 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  Andrew  Wilkinfon, 
efq.  but  as  the  latter  has  only  a  minority,  the 
eledion  intereft  is  wholly  in  the  Duke  of  New- 
caftle. 

Ancient  State. 

This  place,  which  is  thelfurium  Brigantumof 
the  Romans,  is  fituated  on  the  fouth  bank  of  the 
river  Ure,  and  with  Boroughbridge  forms  only 
one  parifh ;  of  which  it  is  worthy  remark,  that 
this  is  the  only  inftance  of  a  fingle  parifh  return- 
ing four  members.  They  are  neycrthelefs  chofen 
diftindlly;  viz.  both  here  and  at  Boroughbridge, 
which  was  anciently  known  by  the  name  of  the 
New  Borough,  as  this  continues  the  appellation 
of  the  Old  Borough. 

This  village  never  fent  members  to  parliament 
till  the  laft  year  of  Philip  and  Mary,  1558. 

Right  of  Election. 

1679,  15  May.    In  all  the  inhabitants  paying 
fcot  and  lot  only. 

T  3  1690^ 
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1690,  1 7  May.  Is  not  only  in  the  fded  num* 
ber  of  burgeffes,  holding  by  burgage-tenure  in 
the  (kid  borough,  but  in  all  the  inhabitants  paying 
fcot  and  lot. 

Number  of  Voters, 
Nominally  fixty-four.    , 

Returning  Office^^ 

The  lord's  bailiff.  .  ._.•; 

Patron. 
The  Duke  of  Newcaftlc. 


BEVERLEY. 

political  character. 

ABOUT  two  hundred  of  thefe  voters  are  undpf 
>yhat  is  called  the  bar-intereft,  and  generally 
abide  by  the  intereft  of  ^r.  And^rfon  Pelham. 
The  ill  effeds  of  canvafling  are  growing  confpi- 
cuqus^  It  has  been  faic^^  that  fome  of  the  bur- 
gelTes  take  half  a  guinea  or  a  guinea  of  the  can-^ 

didates« 
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didates.  In  the  years  1774  and  1780,  three 
or  four  hundred  of  the  burgefles  were  exceedingly 
eager  for  an  oppofition,  without  attending  to  the 
political  opinions  of  the  candidates,  which  fcems  to 
indicate  fomething  very  vague  and  unfubftantial 
in  their  ideas  of  freedom.  They  were  afraid,  it 
feems,  that  if  the  bar-intereft,  or  Mr.  Pelham's, 
was  not  oppofed,  the  loaves  and  fifhes,  if  not  the 
liquor  they  fwam  in,  might  cfcape  from  their 
pofleflioH. 

Ancient  State. 

Beverley  is  an  ancient  borough,  governed 
under  a  charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  a  corr 
poration,  whofe  jurifdidion  is  faid  to  extend 
over  a  hundred  neighbouring  villages,  befides 
feveral  others,  in  a  large  diftrica:,  called  Holder- 
nefs,  between  the  Humber  and  the  fca. 

The  feffions  for  the  Eaft  Riding  are  alw^yg 
held  here  ;  and  here  a  court  of  record,  called  the 
Provoft's  court,  is  kept,  in  which  all  caufes  may 
be  tried,  arifing  within  the  liberties  of  the  town, 
except  titles  to  land.  This  corporation  is  alfo 
faid  to  have  a  power  in  criminal  matters,  though 
it  is  not  at  prefent  exerted;   and  here  is  an 

T  4  office. 
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office^  for  the  public  regiftering  of  all  wills 
jind  deeds^  which  tiS^St  s^uy  lands  in  the  £a(l 
Riding. 

» 

This  phce,  having  fent  to  all  the  parliaments 
of  Edward  L  made  no  other  return  (notwith^ 
landing  it  received  three  fummonies  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  II.)  till  the  5th  of  Queen  Eli-, 
zabeth,  who  incorporated  it  anno  1573,  by  th? 
Iianie  ofamaypr^  governors,  and  bui^eileSt 

Corporation^ 

•  Gonfifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  go- 
vernors, or  fuperior  burgefles^  and  thirteen  'm^ 
fcTior  one;. 

Right  of  EtECTiONf 

Is  in  the  freemen  of  the  town,  who  acquire 
fhis  right  by  birth,  feryitude^  or  purchafe.  Fiift, 
a  freeman'!?  fon,  if  born  within  the  liberties 
pf  the  town  of  Beverley,  but  not  otberwife,  is 
intitled  tp  his  freedom,  when  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years.  2dly,  An  apprentice,  for  fp- 
yen  years,  to  a  freeman  refiding  within  the  li- 
|)erties  of  the  town  pf  Beverley,  but  not  otherwile, 
upon  the  expiratbn  of  that  term^  is  admitted  to 
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his  freedom,  on  paying  a  fine  of  forty-eight 
fliillings.  3dly,  Several  perfons  are  admitted  to 
thei  r  freedom  y  purchafc  j  and  there  is  a  Handing 
j  order,  that  a  day-labourer  fhall  not  be  made  free 
I  for  a  lefs  fum  than  thirty  guineas ;  and  that  every 
other  perfon  Ihall  pay  proportionally,  according 
to  his  circumftances,  trade,  or  occupation,  at 
the  difcretion  of  the  body  corporate ;  and  a 
candidate  to  reprefent  the  borough,  if  not  already 
free,  may  purchafe  his  freedom  for  fifty  pour*ds, 
or  guineas. 

N.  B.  The  body  corporate  have  refufed  to  ad- 
mit to  his  freedom  a  capital  tradefman  in  that 
town,  although  he  offered  them  fifty  pounds  for 
the  purchafc  of  it  j  neither  would  they  fix  any 
pther  fum. 

Number  op  Voters* 
About  one  thoufand, 

Returninq  Officer. 
TTh?  mayor. 


J^ORTH- 
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Political  Character. 

THE  right  of  voting  is  annexed  to  the  fcitc 
i)f  the  greater  part  of  the  houfes  adjoining  to, 
and  fronting  the  ftreet;  few  or  none  of  th^ 
back  tenements  are  confidered  as  part  of  the 
burgage-tenurcs,  or  confequently  entitled  to  votes. 
Some  of  thofe  tenures  now  fubfift  iq  the  form  of 
ftables,  or  cow-houfes,  in  which  the  appearance 
of  one  or  more  chimnies  is  ufually  preferved,  as  s^ 
jncmorial  pf  their  right  ^  others  are  let  out  to  poor 
perfons,  at  a  fmall  annual  rent,  on  the  condition 
of  their  keeping  them  in  repair ;  ^nd  many  are 

)'  totally  ruinous  and  uninhabited.  The  vote  is  in 
fome  inftances  feparated  from  the  houfe,  by  the 
pradice  of  granting  a  leafe  of  the  latter  for  the 
term  of  nine  hundred  ^nd  ninety-nine  years^ 
fubjed  to  an  annual  pepper-corn  rent;  in  cither 
cafe,  of  the  vote  being  referved  or  fold  with  the 
houfe,  it  is  confidered  as  one  hundred  pounds  in 

the 
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the  purchafe.  We  are  informed,  that  the  right 
pf  voting  in  the  borough  has  been  invariably 
annexed  to  the  ancient  and  eftabliflied  burgage- 
tenures,  and  never,  as  in  fome  others,  enlarged 
to  the  houfeholders  in  general.  A  majority  of 
thefe  houfes  are  known  to  be  the  property  of 
Henry  Pierfe,  efq.  brother-in-law  to  Lord  Mon- 
fon,  and  Edward  Lafcelles;  efq.  firft  coufin  to 
Lord  Harewood,  the  prefent  members,  or  their 
families.  The  number  advertifed  to  be  fold  fbme 
time  ago,  as  the  property  of  one  gentleman,  was 
thought  to  be  fifteen.  The  remainder  is  divided 
fingly,  or  in  fmall  fhares,  among  various  proprie-* 
tors.  Previous  to  an  eleftion,  in  cafe  an  oppofition 
is  cxpeded,  the  aflignments,  we  are  informed,  of 
the  feveral  tenures,  arc  prepared  for  fuch  perfons 
as  the  rcfpedlive  proprietors  can  confide  in  ;  but 
they  are  not  executed  unlefs  called  for,  nor  even 
then  ufually  cntrufted  to  the  cuftody  of  the 
yoters.  ' 

We  are  alfo  informed,  that  Sir  Charles  Turner 
Jias  ten  or  twelve  burgage-houfes ;  Mr.  Metcalfe 
and  family,  five  j  Mr.  Meek,  three  or  four ;  and 
^he  Rev.  Mr.  Peacock,  about  the  fame  number. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State. 

This  place,  which  is  fo  called  to  diftinguilh 
it  from  feveral  other  towns  of  the  fame  name  in 
this  county,  is  fituated  on  the  bank  of  a  river, 
called  the  Wilke,  and  encompafled  by  a  fmall 
trad  of  land,  called  AlJertonfhire,  confifting  of 
only  one  ftrcet,  about  half  a  mile  in  length. 

It  is  an  ancient  borough,  without  a  corporation, 
governed  by  a  bailiff,  deputed  and  authorifed  by 
the  Bilhop  of  Durham,  for  the  time  being,  by 
patent  for  life. 

The  bilhop  is  lord  of  the  manor;  and  the 
bailiff,  or  deputy,  prefides  at  the  eledion  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament. 

This  borough,  having  fent  26  Edw.  I.  inter- 
mitted, and  made  no  other  return  till  called  upon, 
as  Malton  was,  to  fend  members,  by  order  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  anno  1 640. 

Right  of  Election, 
In  the  burgage-holders. 

Number 
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Number  op  Voters. 
About  two  hundred. 

Returning  Ojpficer. 
The  bifliop  of  Durham's  bailiff. 

Patrons. 
Henry  Picrfe,  efq.  and  Edward  Lafcelles^  cfq. 


POMFRET. 

Political  Character, 

THE  right  of  eledion  in  this  borough  has 
been  contcfted  upon  every  vacancy  that  has  hap- 
pened iince  the  pafling  of  the  Grenville  ad:.  The 
queftion  has  been,  whether  that  right  was  in  the 
inhabitants  houfeholders,  refiants  here,  or  in 
burgage^tenures,  the  number  of  which  is  about 
three  hundred  and  twenty;  one  hundred  and 
ninety  belonging  to  Lord  Vifcount  Galway ;  to 
Sir  Rowland  Wynn,  bart.  ninety ;  to  Mr.  Walfh, 
forty-two;  and  about  one  hundred  to  indivi- 
duals. 

The  firft  inveftigation  of  thcfe  claims,  was 
on  the  petition  of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  James 
Foz^  and  James  Hare,  efq.  who  were  candidates 

d  on 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


i86  P  O  M  F  R  E  t. 

on  the  fuffragcs  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the  gencfai 
eledlion  of  1774,  againft  Sir  John  Goodricke, 
bart.  and  Charles  McUifti,  efq.  who  were  re- 
turned on  the  votes  of  the  burgage-holders.  The 
committee,  which  was  appointed  on  the  28th  of 
February,  1775,  determined,  on  the  3d  of  March 
following,  that  the  right  was  in  the  burgage- 
holders  ;  and  that  the  fitting  members  were  duly 
cledted. 

The  fecond  conteftwas  in  1782,  when  John 
Smyth,  efq.  petitioned,  on  the  votes  of  the  in- 
lubitants,  againft  Nathaniel  Smith,  efq.  who 
had  been  returned  by  the  burgage-holders.  This 
committee  determined,  on  the  nth  of  April, 
1783,  contrary  to  the  former  one,  that  the  right 
was  in  the  inhabitants. 

The  fame  point  was  again  contefted  at  theJ 
general  cledion  in  1784,  when  the  Hon.  William 
Cockayne,  -and  John  Walfli,  efq.  were  petiti-« 
onefs,  on  the  right  of  the  burgage-holders,  and 
John  Smyth,  efq.  and  William  Southcron,  c(q. 
were  fitting  members,  on  the  election  of  the 
inhabitants;  when  it  was  determined,  on  the 
I  ith  of  June  following,  to  be  in  the  inhabitants^ 
and  that  the  fitting  members  were  duly  ele&ed« 

At 
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At  the  laft  general  elcdion  in  1790,  this  point 
was  again  conrefted ;  when  John  Anftruther,  cfq. 
and  Charles  Melliih,  efq,  were  petitioners,  on 
the  claim  of  the  burgage-holders  ;  and  John 
Smith,  efq.  and  William  Southeron,  efq.  were 
fitting  members,  on  the  oppolite  intereft ;  when 
the  committee  determined,  for  the  third  time, 
that  the  right  was  in  the  inhabitants.  An  appeal 
from  this  decifion  has  been  made  to  the  houfc 
of  commons,  where  it  now  remains  for  a  final 
decifion. 

In  cafe  the  next  committe  ftiould  determine, 
with  the  three  laflr,  that  the  right  is  in  the  inha- 
bitants, this  borough  will  be  independent  of  con- 
troul,  unlefs  an  honourable  attachment  to  John 
Smyth,  efq.  and  Mr.  Southeron,  who  have 
vindicated  the  rights  of  the  people  through  ib 
many  expenfive  litigationis,  can  come  under  that 
denomination. 

Corporation 

Confills  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  and  twelve  al- 
dermen, who  are  all  in  the  commiflion  of  the 

peace. 

Right 
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Right  of  Election* 

1624,  May  28.  There  being  no  charter  prc- 
fcription  for  choice,  the  eledtion  is  to  be  made 
by  the  inhabitants  (houfeholders)  refianta  there. 

1 7 CO,  Jan.  7.  Agreed^  **  That  the  right  of 
«*  eledtion  is  in  fuch  perfons  as  have  an  inhe- 
•'ritance,  or  freehold  of  burgagc-tenure, 
^  within  the  faid  borough." 

171  j,  March  22.  Agued^  "That  Pontcfra<5t 
«*  was  a  borough  by  prefcription ;  and  that 
*«  the  right  of  eledion  is  in  perfons  having 
"  a  freehold  of  burgage-tcnure,  paying  a 
«  burgage-rcnt.'* 

1770,  Feb.  6.  Is  in  perfons  having,  within 
the  faid  borough,  a  freehold  of  burgage-tcnurc, 
paying  a  burgage-rent. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  three  hundred  and  thirty* 

Returning  Officer* 
The  mayor* 

Patrons. 
Lord  Vifcount  Galway,  Sir  Rowland  Wynn, 
bart.  and  Mr.  Walfli. 
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HISTORY 


OF   THE 


WELCH    BOROUGHS. 


INTRODUCTION. 

BY  an  aft  of  parliament  made  27  Henry  VIII. 
the  twelve  counties,  and  as  many  towns  in 
Wales,  were  imprivileged  to  fend  members  to  par- 
liament. The  boroughs  of  Beaumaris,  Radnor 
and  Montgomery  can  alone  be  faid  to  be  under 
abfolute  controul.  The  influence  which  prevails 
in  the  other  towns,  is  not  the  produce  of  corrup- 
tion, but  arifes  from  the  popularity  and  hofpita- 
lity  of  men  of  confiderable  property,  whofe  refi- 
dences  are  contiguous  to  them,  and  who  are  ready 
to  ferve  them  with  that  affiftance  and  advice, 
which  the  exigences  of  their  fituation  may  re- 
VOL.  HI.  •  -  [B]  quire. 
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quire.  An  inftance  of  bribery  is  very  uncommon 
among  them,  nor  are  their  morals  debauched  by 
frequent  invitations  to  election  treats,  which  arc 
the  parents  of  drunkennefs,  idlenefs  and  diflipa- 
tion,  and  in  their  confequences  more  generally 
pernicious  to  fociety  than  any  evil  which  exifts  in 
it.  Unaccuftomed  to  depend  upon  the  precarious 
fubfiftcncc,  which  they  may  derive  from  a  fale  of 
their  votes,  they  are  continually  exercifed  in  being 
ufeful  to  the  community,  by  the  laborious  em- 
ployments in  which  they  are  engaged.  Unlike 
the  inhabitants  of  the  rotten  boroughs,  who  enjoy 
at  one  time  the  extreme  of  luxury,  and  at  another 
are  reduced  to  the  moft  abjefl  poverty,  they  divide 
amongft  their  families  the  hard,  but  well  earned 
fruits  of  their  labour  and  their  induftry. 


ANGLESEA. 
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ANGLESEA. 

Political  Character. 

npHE  reprefentation  of  this  county  was  warmly 
-■•  contefted  in  1 784,  between  Mr.  Bayley,  fup- 
portcd  by  tlie  intereft  of  his  brother,  the  Earl  of 
Uxbridgc,  and  Mr.  Meyrick,  by  that  of  Lord 
Vifcount  Bulkeley ;  the  former  of  whom  was  then 
fuccefsfuL  But  thefe  two  noblemen  have  agreed 
fince  that  time  not  to  oppofe  each  other,  either 
in  this  county  or  Carnarvon ;  fo  that  the  influence 
of  the  Earl  of  XJxbridge  returns  the  member  for 
Anglefea  without  oppofition,  and  Lord  Vifcount 
Bulkeley,  unmolefted,  procures  the  return  of  a 
reprefentative  of  his  recommendation  for  Carnar- 
voiilhire. 

Ancient  State. 

Anglesea  obtained  its  name  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  when  it  was  conquered  by  the  Englifli, 
who  called  it  Englefea  and  Anglefey  (the  Englilh 
Mand).  It  was  called  by  the  Romans,  Mona; 
by  the  Britons,  Mon,  and  Fir  Mon;  and,  by  the 
Saxons,  Moneg.  It  is  fituated  in  the  province  of 
Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  Bangor  ^  containing 
[B2]  fix 
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fix  hundreds,  two  market-towns,  and  feventy- 
four  pariflies;  extending  thirty  miles  in  length 
and  twenty-fix  in  breadth.  It  is  feparated  from 
the  continent  by  a  narrow  ftrait,  called  the  River 
of  Menai,  and  is  furroundcd  by  the  Irilh  Sea. 

This  ifland  fends  two  members  to  parliameftt, 
viz.  one  for  the  county,  the  other  for  Beaumaris  ; 
and  gives  the  title  of  Earl  to  the  family  of  An- 
nefley. 


BEAUMARIS. 


Political  Character. 

THIS  town  is  the  only  place  in  Wales  where 
the  right  of  eledlion  is  confined  to  the  corporation 
only,  which  confifts  of  twenty -four  members ;  fo 
thatthirteen  perfons,  which  form  a  majority  of  thefe 
twenty-four,  return  the  member  for  this  county- 
town.  This  body  corporate  is  under  the  fole  in- 
fluence and  diredion  of  Lord  Vifcount  Bulkeley. 

Ancient  State. 
This  town,  which  is  fo  called  from  the  French 
word  Beaumaris^  fignifying  a  beautiful  morafs^  was 

founded 
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founded  by  Edward  I.  who  changed  the  name 
from  Bonover,  and  fortified  it  with  a  caftle,  now 
belonging  to  the  crown.  It  is  fituated  on  the 
weftern  bank  of  the  Strait  Menai,  in  the  road  to 
Holyhead,  at  the  diftance  of  241  miles  from 
London. 

By  aft  of  27  Henry  VIII.  the  twelve  countie^, 
and  as  many -towns  in  Wales,  were  imprivileg^d 
and  fummoned  to  fend  members  to  parliament. 
The  firft  returns  for  the  borough  of  this  county 
were,  33  Hen.  VIII.  and  i  Edw.  VI.  for  Newbo- 
rough,  now  a  poor  decayed  village ;  which  being 
exen^pted  by  aft  2  Edw.  VI.  have  ever  fince  beea 
limited  to  Beaumaris. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  incorporation  of  4  Eliz.  it  con- 
lifts  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  two  bailiffs,  and  twenty- 
one  burgeiTes. 

Right  of  Election. 
1709,  18  Feb.   1729,  3  Mar.     In  the  mayor, 
bailiffs,  and  capital  burgeffes  of  Beaumaris  only. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Twenty-four. 

[B.3]  Returning 
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Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
Lord  Vifcount  Bulkeley. 


BRECON  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  principal  intereft  in  this  county  is  in 
John  Morgan  of  Tredegar,  Efq.  member 
for  the  county  of  Monmouth*  The  immenfe  pro- 
perty of  this  gentleman  and  his  anceftors,  is  diftin- 
guiihable  in  the  political  hiftory  of  Monmouth- 
Ihire,  ever  fincQ  it  firft  fent  reprefeotatives  to  par- 
liament ;  but  it  commenced  in  this  county  about 
the  time  of  Charles  I. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  is  a  part  of  South  Wales, 
is  fuppofed  to  have  received  its  name  from  the 
Welch  word  Brycheinog,  derived,  by  fome  au- 
thors, from  Brechanius,  ah  ancient  Biitifh  prince 

'   of 
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of  the  country.  It  is  fituated  in  the  province  of 
Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  St.  David;  contain- 
ing fix  hundreds,  four  market-towns,  and  fixty- 
one  parifhes ;  extending,  in  length,  about  thirty- 
nine  miles,  in  breadth,  twenty-feven,  and  one 
hundred  and  nine  in  circumference. 

This  county  fends  two  members  to  parliament, 
viz.  one  for  the  county^  and  the  other  for  the 
town  of  Brecon^ 


feRECON  TOWN. 


Political  Character. 

Tf HE  right  of  eleftion  in  this  town  is  not  con- 
fined, as  at  Beaumaris,  to  a  feleft  corporation, 
tonfifting  of  twenty-four  individuals,  but  extends 
to  the  burgefles  at  large  of  the  town  of  Brecon, 
Who  are  upwards  of  three  hundred  in  number. 
The  lame  intereft  which  directs  the  political  bias 
of  the  county,  prevails  alfo  in  this  town. 

Ancient  State. 
Brecon,  or  Brecknock,  which  was  called  by 
tkt  Britons,  Aber-hondhy,  owing  to  its  fituation 
[B4]  at 
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at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Hondhy  and  Ufk.^ 
is  a  corporate  town,  divided  into  eleven  wards* 
It  contains  three  pariQi  churches,  one  of  which 
is  collegiate.  That  it  was  inhabited  by  the  Ro- 
mans  is  evident,  from  feveral  coins  of  their  em- 
perors, as  well  as  many  Roman  bricks  having 
been  difcovered  at  a  Roman  camp  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  L  Barnard  de  Newmarch 
founded  a  priory  for  Benediftine  Monks,  which 
he  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Evangelift,  and 
made  fubordinate  to  Battle  Abbey,  in  Suflex. 
Henry  VIII.  re-founded  it  as  a  parifti  church, 
with  fourteen  prebendaries,  which  he  tranilated 
from  Aber-Giviley,  in  Caermarthenftiire.  In  the 
reign  of  William  Rufus,  the  before-named  Bar- 
nard de  Newmarch,  who  was  the  conqueror  of 
this  county,  builc  a  magnificent  caftle,  which  was 
afterwards  repaired  by  the  Brufes  and  Bohuns. 
Dr.  Morton,  Bifhop  of  Ely,  was  confined  in  this 
caftle  by  the  ProteAor  Richard,  afterwards  Ri- 
chard III.  and  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  Staf- 
ford, Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  procured  Ri- 
chard the  crown.  But  the  king  foon  afterwards 
taking  a  difgaft  to  the  duke,  he  entered  into  a 
league  with  the  bifhop  his  prifoner,  to  contrive 

his" 
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his  overthrow,  which  was  foon  after  compleatcd, 
when  the  Earl  of  Richmond,  afterwards  Henry 
VII.  was  promoted  to  the  crown  in  his  ftead. 

This  town,  which,  without  conjundtion  with 
any  other,  fends  one  burgefs  to  parliament,  was 
incorporated  anno  1555,  in  the  fedond  year  of 
Queen  Mary's  reign. 

Corporation, 

Confifts  of  two  bailiffs,  twelve  aldermen,  and 
fifteen  common-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 
In  the  corporation  and  free  burgeffes. 

Number  op  Voters. 
Near  three  hundred. 

Retturning  Officers. 
Thebailiffs, 

Patron. 

John  Morgan,  Efq, 


CARDIGAN 
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CARDIGAN  COUNTY; 

PotiTicAL  Character. 

THE  influence  which  prevails  in  this  counfjr 
is  that  of  the  Earl  of  Lifturne  and  Johii 
Campbell,  Efq.  of  Stackpole  Court,  in  Pcm- 
brokeihire.  The  Earl  of  Lifbume  has  the  leading 
intereft,  and  has  for  many  years  been  returned 
without  oppofition* 

Ancient  State. 
This  county,  which  takes  its  name  from  the 
town  of  Cardigan,  is  called  by  the  Welch  Sir 
Aber  Teivy,  and  lies  along  the  Iriflh  Sea,  which 
bounds  it  on  the  weft.  It  is  fitiiated  ih*  the  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury  and  diocefe  of  St.  David;  is 
divided  into  five  hundreds,  containing  fix  market 
towns,  and  fends  two  members  to  parliament^ 
viz.  one  knight  of  the  (hire,  and  one  burgpfs  for 
Cardigan. 

This  plac^  was  formerly  famoils  for  its  filvcr 
minds,  which  in  the  time  of  Queen  Eli2abeth  werd 
Worked  to  great  advantage  by  a  company  of  Ger- 
<na{i|4    In  the  reign  of  James  L  Sir  Hugh  Mid- 

dleton 
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dlcton  made  a  vaft  fortune  from  thefe  mines^ 
which  he  afterwards  fpent  in  bringing  the  New 
River  water  to  London.  After  him  a  Mr.  Bufliel 
gained  fuch  immenfe  fums  here,  that  Charles  I. 
allowed  him  to  fct  up  a  mint  for  the  conve- 
nience of  paying  his  workmen;  in  return  for 
which,  it  is  faid,  that  he  made  that  king  a  pre« 
fent  of  a  regiment  of  horfe  in  the  civil  wars, 
clothed  his  whole  army,  and  lent  him  4O)0ooL 
The  mine  adventurers  after  this  expended  con- 
Cderable  fums  of  money,  and  fucceeded  very  well, 
till  they  fell  out  among  thcmfelves,  which  has  noc 
only  been  a  hindrance  to  the  working  thefe  mines^ 
but  to,  mining  in  general. 


CARDIGAN. 


Political  CHARACT£it. 
THE  member  of  parliament  for  this  place  it 
_tlc6ted  by  the  burgeffes  at  large  of  this  town,  in 

Iconjun&ion  with  thofe  of  the  outlying  boroughs 
of  Aberyftwith,  Lampeter,  and  Adpar,  amount-^ 
ing  ih  the  whole  to  twelve  hundred  voters.  Thd 
principal  intered  in  thofe  feveral  boroughs  is  that 
of  Thomas  Jghnes,  Efq.  of  Croft  Cattle,  in  the 

countf 
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county  of  Hereford,  John  Adams,  Efq.  Edward 
Loveden  Loveden,  Efq.  of  Bufcot,  in  die  county 
of  Berks^  and  Thomas  Powel,  Efq.  of  Nanteis. 

Ancient  State. 
This  town  is  fitiiated  near  the  weftern  extremity 
of  the  county,  and  is  called  by  the  Welch  Aber 
Teivy,  from  its  fituation  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Teivy.  Whence  the  name  of  Cardigan  is  derived 
is  not  yet  difcovered ;  however,  it  gives  the  title 
of  Earl  to  the  family  of  BrudeneL  About  the 
year  ii6o  Gilbert  de  Clare  built  a  large  caftle 
here,  which  was  afterwards  deftroyed  by  Rhees  ap 
Gryffyth,  the  ruins  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen. 
There  was  alfo  a  priory  of  black  monks,  dedicated 
to  St.  Mary,  and  fubordinate  to  the  abbey  of 
Chertfey,  in  Surrey. 

In  the  year  1 136  the  Welch  obtained  a  com- 
plete vidtory  near  this  town  over  the  Englifli 
army>  commanded  by  Ranulph,  Earl  of  Chefter. 
In  this  battle  the  Englifh  foldiers  were  ftruck 
with  fuch  a  panic,  that  they  fufTered  themfelves 
to  be  taken  prifoners  by  the  women  j  the  general, 
with  a  very  few  men,  finding  it  difficult  to  make 
his  efcape. 

Corporation^. 
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Corporation. 

By  charter  of  25  Eliz.  it  coniifts  of  a  mayor, 
two  bailiffs,  and  twelve  aldermen. 

Right  of  Election. 

1730,  7  May.  Is  in  the  burgefles  at  large,  of 
the  boroughs  of  Cardigan,  Aberyftwith,  Lam* 
peter,  and  Atpar,  only. 

Number  of  Voterj, 
Upwards  of  twelve  hundred. 

Returning  Officer* 
The  mayor. 

Patron* 
Thomas  Johnes,  Efq. 


CAERMAR- 
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CAERMARTHEN  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  county  is  principally  under  the  intereft 
of  Lady  Cecil  Rice  dc  Cardonnel,  Baronefs 
Dinevor  in  her  own  right.  The  popularity  which 
George  Rice,  Efq.  that  lady*s  hufband,  acquired 
during  his  life-time,  induced  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  to  eledt  his  fon,  the  Honourable 
George  Talbot  Rice,  at  the  laft  general  cleftion, 
without  any  expoKref,  and  in  preference  to  their 
late  member.  Sir  William  ManfeL . 

ANCIliNT  SfATE. 

This  county,  which  takes  its  name  from  the 
town  of  Caermarthen,  or,  as  the  Welch  call  ic, 
Kaer  Vyrdhin,  is  a  maritime  county,  bounded  on 
the  north,  by  Cardiganfhire,  on  the  fouth,  by  St. 
George^s  Channel  and  the  Severn,  on  the  eaft, 
by  Brecknockfliire  and  Glamorganlhire,  and  on 
the  weft,  by  Pembrokcthire.  It  is  fituated  in  the 
province  of  Canterbury  and  diocefe  of  St.  David; 
and  is  divided  into  fix  hundreds,  containing 
cighty-feven  pariQies  and  eight  market  towns,  ex- 
tending ip  length  about  thirty-five  miles,  in  breadth 

twenty, 
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twenty,  and  one  hundred  and  two  in  circumfe- 
rence. It  fends  two  members  to  parliament,  viz. 
one  for  the  county,  and  one  for  the  town  of  Caer* 
marthen ;  and  gives  the  title  of  Marquis  to  tfao 
family  of  Ofborne. 


CAERMARTHEN. 


Political  Character. 
THIS  town,  which  is  under  the  influence 
of  John  George  Philipps,  Efq.  of  Cumgwilly^ 
is  remarkable  for  the  illegal  and  unconflitu-* 
tional  interference  of  a  right  reverend  Bifliop» 
in  the  eledion  of  its  reprefentative  5  but  as 
there  was  no  formal  complaint  brought  ^ainfl 
him  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  efcaped  thofe 
confequences  which  befel  the  Bifliop  of  Worcefter 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann,  for  an  attempt  to  pre- 
judice the  freeholders  of  that  county  againft  Sir 
John  P'ackington,  who  was  at  that  time  a  candi* 
date  to  reprefent  it  in  parliament.  Mr.  Philipps, 
the  prefent  member,  had,  by  the  vote  which  he 
gave  in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Teft  AA,  fo 
much  incenfed  his  lordlhip,  as  to  induce  him  tof 
write  circular  letters  to  the  clergy,  who  had  votesj 

for^ 
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for  the  eleftion  of  members  of  parliament,  ftating; 
the  imminent  danger  the  church  would  be  re- 
duced to  by  the  repeal  of  this  Aft,  and  requefting 
that  they  would  ftrenuoufly  exert  themfelves  in 
oppofing  fuch  candidates  as  were  friendly  to  this 
meafure.  Sir  William  Manfel,  who  was  the  mem- 
ber for  the  county,  and  voted  j^inft  the  repeal, 
thought  proper  to  decline  a  conteft  at  the  laft  ge- 
neral eleftion  with  fo  powerful  an  adveriary  as 
the  Honourable  George  Talbot  Rice,  of  Dinevor  , 
but  he  entertained  hopes  of  fuccefs  with  a  greater 
degree  of  probability  in  the  borough,  when  af- 
fifted  with  the  abilities  and  advice  of  his  fpiritual 
guide  and  direftor.  However,  neither  the  threats 
nor  intreaties  of  this  great  pillar  of  the  church, 
were  finally  produftive  of  any  good  confequences> 
as  SirW.  Manfel  declined  the  poll,  and  Mr.  Phi- 
lipps  was  chofen  without  oppofition. 

Ancient  State. 

Caermarthen,  which  is  a  place  of  great  an- 
tiquity, and  the  capital  of  the  county,  was  called 
by  Ptolemy,  Maridunum,  but  by  Antoninus, 
Muridunum,  both  evident  corruptions  of  the 
name  above-mea^ionovi  ;  it  being  cuftomary  with 
the  Romans  to  fubftitute,  on  fomc  occafions,  the 
letter  M  or  V. 

This 
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This  town  was  formerly  reckoned  the  capital  of 
all  Wales,  and  the  Ancient  Britons  made  it  thej 
feat  of  their  parliaments,  or  aflemblies  of  wife 
men.  When  the  eldeft  fons  of  our  kings  became 
princes  of  Wales,  they  fixed  the  chancery  and 
exchequer,  for  the  fouth  part  of  their  principality, 
at  this  place,  where  they  continued  till  the  jurif- 
didion  of  the  court  and  marches  of  Wales  were 
taken  away. 

This  place  is  famous,  among  other  things,  for 
the  birth  of  the  wife  Merlin,  which  happened 
about  the  year  480.  Before  the  year  1 148,  there 
was  a  priory  erected  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  town, 
for  fix  black  canons,  and  dedicated  to  St.  John 
the  Evangelift,  of  which  the  ruins  are  ftill  vifiblc. 
There  was  alfo  a  houfe  of  grey  friats. 

Corporation. 

It  IS  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  two 
Sheriffs,  and  twenty  common-councilmeni  out  of 
which  the  mayor  is  chofen,  who  is  ever  after  re- 
puted an  alderman.  By  charter  of  James  I.  it  alfo 
confifts  of  a  fword-bearer. 

Vol.  III.  [C]  Right 
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Right  of  Election. 

1727,  7  Mar.     Is  in  the  burgeffes  of  the  laid 
borough. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Near  five  hundred. 

Returning  Officers. 
The  (heriffs. 

Patron. 
).  G.  l>hmips,  Efq. 


CAERNARVON  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  leading  iritereft  in  this  county  is  like 
that  of  Anglefea,  between  the  Earl  of  Ux- 
bridge,  and  Lord  Vifcount  Bulkeley  j  but  thcfe 
noblemen  having  agreed  not  to  oppofe  each  oth^ 
in  their  refpedive  counties,  the  influence  of  An* 
glefea  is  left  to  Lord  Uxbridge,  and  the  controul 
of  thistx)unty  to  I^rd  Bulkeley, 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State* 

^His  county,  which,  like  moft  of  the  otheri^ 
takes  its  name  from  Caernarvon,  fignifymg  the 
t'ortrefs  of  Avon,  which  it  was  once  called^  is  in 
Welch  called  Sir  Caernarvon  $  and,  before  Wales 
Was  divided  into  counties,  was  called  Snowden 
Foreft.  It  is  fituated  in  the  province  of  Cantei^- 
bury  and  diocefe  of  Bangor;  is  divided  into 
feven  hundreds,  containing  one  city,  three  market- 
towns,  and  filcty-eight  pirifhes^  extending,  in 
length,  about  forty  miles,  in  breadth,  twenty,  and 
nearly  one  hundred  in  circumference.  It  fends 
two  members  to  parliament,  viz.  one  for  the 
(hire,  and  one  for  the  borough  of  Carnarvon; 
and  gives  the  tides  of  Earl  and  Marquis  to  the 
family  of  Bridges^  for  Tome  fuccefllohs  Dukes  of 
Chandosi 


CAERNARVON  TOWN. 

•  Political  Character* 

THISlxTToogh  fends  one  membel^  to  parlitoientf 

in  conjundioh  with  the  burghs  of  Criccieth, 

iVUely,  Nevin^  and  CohwajF.    The  Earl  of  Ux- 

[C2]  biidg^ 
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bridge  has  at  prefent  the  leading  intereft,  but  it  h 
by  no  means  fecure,  like  that  of  Beaumaris,  or 
Montgomer)\ 

Ancient  State. 
Caernarvon,  which  is  fituated  on  the  Straits 
of  Meneu  or  Menay,  the  channel  which  feparate« 
this  county  from  the  Ifle  of  Anglefca,  is  fuppofed 
to  have  contained  the  ancient  Segontium  of  An- 
toninus. It  was  called  by  the  Britons,  Caer  Seint, 
from  the  river  Seiont,  which  runs  by  it.  About 
the  year  600,  it  was  the  feat  of  the  Britilh  princes; 
but  in  after  times  it  gave  way  to  the  prefent  town, 
then  newly  built. 

When  Edward  I.  was  building  this  town,  it  was 
reported  that  the  body  of  the  Emperor  Conftan- 
tius,  father  of  Conflantine  the  Great,  being  found 
horc,  he  ordered  it  to  be  honourably  interred  in 
the  new  church.  This  king  is  alfo  faid  to  have 
converted  the  profits  of  the  archbiihopric  of  York, 
then  vacant,  to  the  builciing  and  fortifying  Caer- 
narvon Caille;  in  the  Eagle  Tower  of  which  crf- 
tkf  in  the  year  12S4,  was  born  Edward  of  Caer- 
narvon, the  iiiil  Prince  of  Wales  of  the  Englifh 
blood,    r.nd   afterwards    king,    by    the    title   of 

Edward 
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Edward  II.  In  the  great  rebellion,  this  caftle  was 
befieged  by  the  parliamentary  forces,  and  obliged 
to  furrcnder  to  them  the  beginning  of  June,  1646. 

Corporation. 

Confids  of  a  mayor,  who  is,  by  patent,  created 
conftable  of  the  caftle,  one  alderman,  two  bai- 
liffs, a  town-clerk,  and  two  feijeants  at  mace. 

Right  of  Election. 
In  the  burgeffes  of  Caernarvon,  Criccieth,  Pwl- 
lely,  Nevin,  and  Conway. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  feven  hundred. 

Returning  Officers. 
The  mayor  and  bailiffs. 

Patron. 
Lord  Vifcount  Bulkeley. 


[C  3]  DENBIGH 
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PENBIGH  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  moft  prevailing  intereft  in  this  county,  \s 
tlvit  of  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne,  Bart, 
whofe  phief  feat  is  at  Ruabon,  near  ^rcxhan\. 
Mr.  Middlcton,  of  Chirk  Caille^  whofe  anccftors 
have  reprefentcd  it,  at  various  times,  fince  it  firft 
fent  members  to  parliament,  which  was  in  the  27th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  Vllf .  has  the  fecon4 
influence;  but  as  the  moft  perfeft  cordiality  prevails 
between  thefe  families,  the  firft  takes  the  lead  in 
the  county,  and  the  other  in  the  town,  without 
giving  caufe  for  oppofition  in  either. 

Ancient  State. 

This  county,  which  forms  a  part  of  North 
Wales,  is  called  in  Britifti,  Sir  Dhinbech,  and  is 
fituated  in  the  diocefes  of  Bangor  j^id  St.  Afaph, 
and  province  of  Canterbury;  it  is  divided  into 
twelve  hundreds,  in  which  arc  contained  four 
market  towns,  and  fifty-feven  parilhes,  extending 
about  thirty-one  miles  in  length,  feventeen  in 
breadth,  and  nearly  one  hundred  and  eighteen  in 
circumference. 

In 
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In  the  time  of  the  Romans  it  was  part  of  the 
country  of  the  Ordoviccs ;  but  fome  Britons,  who 
were  forced  out  of  Scotland,  are  {aid  in  their  turn 
to  have  driven  the  Saxons  hence,  and,  by  the  af- 
iiilance  of  the  Welch,  to  have  pofleiTed  them- 
felves  of  all  this  difbridt,  from  the  Conway  to  the 
Dee.  It  fends  two  members  to  parliament,  viz. 
one  for  the  county,  and  one  for  the  town  of  Den- 
bigh; and  gives  the  title  of  Earl  to  the  family  of 
Fielding. 


DENBIGH  TOWN. 


Political  Character, 
THE  member  for  this  town  is  chofen  by  the 
burgefles  of  Denbigh,  and  its  two  contributory 
boroughs,  Leon  and  Ruthen.  The  influence  of 
which  is  entirely  in  Richard  Middleton,  Efq.  of 
Chirke  Caftle,  whofe  anceftors  have  reprefented  it, 
in  various  parliaments,  from  the  33d  of  Henry 
VIIL  to  the  prefent  time. 

Ancient  State, 
Denbigh,  which  is  the  county  town,  was  ori- 
gin^ly  lituated  on  the  top  of  a  deep  rock,  near 
[C  4]  the 
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the  wcftcrn  bank  of  the  river  Clwyd,  at  the  dii 
ftance  of  209  miles  from  London ;  but  being  de- 
fcitcd  in  tb^  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  a  new 
town  was  built,  on  a  much  larger  fcale,  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill.  Tt  was  formerly  called  by  the 
Britons  Cledfryn  yn  Rhos,  the  craggy  Hill  iq 
Rhos.  This  part  of  the  county  was^ven  by 
Edward  L  to  David  ap  Gryffyth,  brother  to  lAc- 
wellyn,  the  laft  Prince  of  North  Wales,  who  bemg 
afterwards  beheaded  for  high  treafon,  it  was  given 
to  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  who  fortified  the  town 
with  a  ftrong  wall  and  caftle ;  but  his  only  fon 
being  unfortunately  drowned  in  the  well  of  this 
caftle,  his  grief  was  fo  great  as  to  leave  it  unfi- 
nished ;  after  this  earl's  death,  it  went,  by  the  mar- 
riage of  Alide,  his  daughter,  into  the  pofleflion  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lancafter.  Edward  11.  gave  it  to 
Hugh  Spencer;  after  which,  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward  III.  Roger  Mortimer  became  the  poffeffor, 
and  fixed  his  arms  on  the  chief  gate ;  but  he  being 
fome  time  after  executed  for  high  treafon,  it  went 
to  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salifbury,  but  was  fooi>  af- 
ter reftored  to  the  Mortimers,  In  (hort,  after  many 
changes,  it  came  to  the  Houfe  of  York,  and  now 
belongs  to  the  crown.  It  was  ddivered  up  to  the 
parliament  army  in  1 646,  and  appears  to  have  "been 

a  place 
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^  place  of  fuch  ftrength,  that  after  the  Reftoradon 
it  was  thought  advifable  to  blow  it  up. 

About  the  time  of  Henry  III.  Adam  Saluibury 
founded  and  endowed  an  abbey  of  bUck  monks, 
of  the  Bcnediftine  order ;  the  prefent  proprietor  of 
^e  ruins  of  which  is  Sir  Lynch  Salufbury  Cotton. 

Corporation. 
By  charter  of  incorporation  of  14  Charles  IL  it 
confifts  of  a  mayor,  two  aldermen,  a  recorder,  two 
bailiffs,  twenty-three  burgefles,  a  town-clerk,  and 
pvo  feijeants  at  mace. 

Right  of  !E)lection. 

1743,  7  Feb*  Is  in  the  burgefles,  inhsibitants  of 
the  boroughs  of  Denbigh,  Ruthyn,  and  Holt,  re* 
ipedkively. 

Number  of  Votbes, 
About  five  hundred* 

Returning  Officers, 
The  bailiffs, 

Patron. 
p..  Middlcton,  Efq. 

FUNT 
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FLINT  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 
npHIS  county  is  independent  in  the  exercifc  of 
its  political  franchifes.  The  principal  indi- 
vidual intereft  here  is  that  of  Sir  Roger  Moftyn^ 
Bart,  its  prefent  reprefentative ;  but  it  is  by  no 
means  fufficient  to  didate  to  the  freeholders  pier- 
fon  that  (hall  reprefent  them  in  parlian[\ei\t. 

Ancient  Stat^. 

This  county,  which  is  in  North  Wales,  and 
derives  its  name  from  Flint,  the  county  town,  is 
fituated  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  andpardy 
in  the  diocefes  of-  St.  Afaph  and  Chefter.  Jt  is 
divided  into  five  hundreds,  containing  one  city, 
two  market  towns,  and  about  twenty-eight  pa- 
riflies ;  and  is  the  fmalleft  of  all  the  Welch  coun- 
ties, being  about  thirty-three  miles  in  lengthy  only 
nine  miles  in  breadth,  and  about  feventy  miles  in 
circumference.  It  fends  two  members  to  parlia- 
ment, viz.  one  for  the  county,  and  the  other  for 
Flint. 


FLINT 
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FLINT  TOWN. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  town,  and  its  contributory  boroughs, 
Caerwis,  Overton,  Rhyddlan,  and  Caergocrlcy, 
has  a  greater  number  of  votes  in  the  eledion  of  its 
reprefentative  than  any  other  in  the  county.  The 
chief  intereft  which  prevails  here  is  Sir  Watkin 
Williams  Wynne's,  whofe  relation.  Major  Wil- 
liams, of  Penbedw,  is  the  prpfent  member. 

AiiiciENT  State. 

Flint,  which  is  a  very  fmall  place,  is  convc- 
liiently  iituated  on  the  eduary  of  the  Dee,  and  is 
remarkable  for  littje  elfe  beiides  a  caftle,  which  was 
begun  by  Henry  I|.  and  finifhed  by  Edward  I. 
where  Richard  11.  on  his  return  from  Ireland  was 
enteitajned  for  fome  time ;  but  on  his  departure 
was  taken  prifoner,  and  fpon  after  put  to  death. 

Corporation. 
Confifts  of  a  mayor,  who  is,  by  patent,  conftable 
pf  the  caftle^  and  two  bailiffs. 


Right 
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Right  of  Election, 

1728,  21  May.  Is  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  of  Flint,  Rhyddlan,  Overton,  Caerwis, 
Caei^Qcrley,  paying  fcot  and  lot. 

The  inhabitants  of  Knolton  and  Overton,  fo- 
reign, paying  fcpt  and  lot  in  the  parifli  of  Over- 
ton, have  a  right  to  vote  for  the  town  of  Flint. 

Number  of  Voters. 
About  one  thoufand. 

Returning  Officer, 

The  mayor. 

Patron. 

Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne. 


GLAMOR- 
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GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

PoLiTiCAt  Character. 

-npHIS  county  has  recently  given  us  an  example  | 
of  its  being  independent  of,  and  uninfluenced  F 
by,  ariftocratical  cona-ouL 

The  Diike  of  Beaufort,  Earl  of  Plymouth, 
Earl  of  Bute,  and  Lord  Vernon,  men  of  different 
parties  and  fentiments  in  politics,  united  their  fe- 
veral  interefts,  and  nominated  the  Honourable 
T.  Windfor,  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Plymouth, 
for  their  candidate  to  reprefent  it  in  parliament* 
The  independent  freeholders  vigorouily  oppofed 
this  formidable  combination,  which  had  for  its 
objeft  the  didation  of  a  reprefentative ;  and  their 
-^xertions,  previous  to  the  eleftion,  were  fo  eflfedual 
in  favour  of  Thomas  Wyndham,  Efq.  of  Dun- 
raven  Caftle,  their  own  candidate,  that  Captain 
Windfor,  although  affifled  by  fo  powerful  an 
union,  did  not  think  it  convenient  to  ftand  the 
poll,  and  left  his  adverfary  quietly  to  enjoy  that 
honour,  which  the  patriotifm  of  his  friends  had  (b 
jufUy  beftowed  on  him. 

Ancient 
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Ancient  State* 

Glamorganshire  received  its  name  from  a 
contradtion  of  the  Welch  words,^Gwlad  Moi^an, 
or  the  county  of  Morgan,  fuppofed  to  have  been 
thus  called  from  a  prince  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, who  was  faid  to  have  been  killed  eight  thou- 
land  years  before  the  birth  of  ouf  Saviour ;  other 
writers,  perhaps  with  more  propriety,  derive  the 
name  from  the  word  Mor,  which,  in  tie  BritiQi 
tongue,  fignifies  the  fea,  this  being  a  maritime 
county.  It  lies  in  the  province  of  Canterbury, 
partly  iil  the  diocelc  of  St,  Llandaflfi  and  partly  in 
that  of  St.  David,  and  is  divided  into  ten  hun- 
dreds, containing  one  city,  five  market  towns, 
and  eighteen  parifhes,  extending  forty-eight  miles 
m  length,  twenty-feVen  in  breadth,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fixteen  in  circumference.  It  fends  two 
members  to  parliament ;  viz.  one  for  the  fhire, 
and  one  for  the  town  of  Cardiff. 


CARDIFF. 
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CARDIFF. 

Political  CharacteH. 

THIS  town,  in  conjunftion  with  Cowbridge^ 
Swanfea,  Lougher,  Aberavon,  Kenfi^,  Neath, 
and  Lrlantriflent,  fends  one  member  to  parliament. 
The  intereft  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  prevails  princi<- 
pally  in  Cardiff  and  Cowbridge ;  that  of  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort,  in  Swanfea  and  Louder  ^  that  of 
Thomas  Manfel  Talbot,  Efq,  of  Margam,  in 
Aberavon  and  Kenfigg ;  and  that  of  Sir  Robert 
Mack  worth,  in  Neath*  Lord  Vifcount,  Mount* 
fluart,  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Bute,  is  the  prefent  repre- 
fentative,  to  which  honour  he  fucceeded  upon  the 
death  of  the  late  Sir  Herbert  Mackworth  ;  which 
is  a  plain  indication  of  the  agreement  of  the  above 
gentlemen,  that  the  reprefentation  of  this  town 
(hall  be  confined  to  one  or  other  of  their  own 
family. 

Ancient  State. 

Cardiff,  or  CacrdifF,  the  firft  town  on  the 
fouth-eaft  part  of  the  county,  is  thus  called  from 
its  being  fituated  on  the  river  Taff.  It  is  inclofed 
by  a  wall  with  four  gates,  and  a  caille,  which  is  a 

ftrong. 
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ftrong,  (lately  edifice;  the  conftable  of  which  is  al- 
ways the  firft  magiftrate  of  die  town. 

This  caftle,  which  is  now  a  lordftiip  belonging 
to  Lord  Vifcount  Windfor,  was  built  about  the 
year  i  loo,  by  Rob^t  Fitz-Staimon,  a  Norman, 
who  held  his  courts  of  juflice,  and  kept  a  ftrong 
garrifon  here,  his  peers  or  knights  being  obliged 
to  defend  their  feveral  ftations.  Curthofe,  eldeft 
fon  of  William  the  Conqueror,  was  imprifbned 
hcxfi  by  his  brothers^  who  firft  deprived  him  of  his 
eyes,  as  well  as  all  hopes  of  the  crown.  In  the  year 
1 13 1  it  was  taken  by  Maelgon  and  Rhys  Gryg, 
with  Prince  Llewellyn's  forces. 

Robert,  Earl  of  Gloucefter,  who  died  in  the 
year  1147,  founded  a  priory  in  this  town;  the 
fuburbs  of  which  contained  a  houfe  of  grey  fiiars, 
dedicated  to  St.  Francis ;  a  houfe  of  white  friars ) 
and  a  monaftry  of  black  friars. 

This  being  the  county  town,  a  court  of  record 
is  held  here  every  fortnight,  of  which  the  bailiffs, 
who  are  alfo  juftices  of  the  peace,  are  the  only 
judges }  here  alfo  the  aflizes  are  always  held. 

CoRPORATIOVr. 
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Corporation. 
The  corporation  is  very  ancient,  and  confiih  of 
a  mayor,  who,  as  chief  magiftrate,  is  conflable  of 
the  caftle,  twelve  aldermen,  two  bailiffs,  who  are 
annually  chofen  from  among  the  aldermen^  aD4 
twelve  common-cotmcilmen. 

Right  of  Electioit. 

Not  only  in  the  burgeflcs  of  this  place,  but  in 
the  burgeffes  of  Aberavon,  Cowbridge,  Kenfigg. 
LlantrilTent,  Lougher,  Neth,  and  Swanfea. 

NtTMBRR  OF  Voters. 
About  one  thou£md« 

Patroit. 

Earl  of  Bute. 


Vol.  hi.  [D]  MERI- 
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^       MERIONETHSHIRE* 

Political  Character. 

SIR  Watkin  Williams  Wynne  has  the  firfl:  in- 
tereft  in  this  county ;  but  it  is  not  decifive  in 
the  cleftion  of  its  reprefentative,  as  was  demoa- 
ftrated  at  the  laft  vacancy,  occaiioned  by  the 
death'  of  their  old  and  refpeftable  member,  Mr. 
Vaughan,  of  Corfygedol^  when  a  gendeman  of 
pppofite  attachments  to  thofe  of  the  Wynne 
family  was  chofen. 

•  '• 
There  being  no  borough  in  this  county  ad- 
judged proper  to  be  made  choice  of  to  nominate 
a  burgefs,  wheii  the  principality  was  firft  imprivi- 
legcd  to  fend  members  by  ad  of  parliament,  which 
was  27  Hen.  VIII.  proves  that  fome  regard  was 
had  at  that  time  to  the  equality  of  reprefentation, 
and  that  care  was  taken  not  to  conftitute  a  repre- 
fentative body  without  conftitucnts,  as  is  too  often 
the  cafe  in  the  prefent  times.  It  was  therefore 
enafted,  that  Haverfordweft,  a  large  town  in 
Pembrokeftiire,  fliould  eled  a  member  to  make 
up  the  deficiency* 

.    Ancient 
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Ancient  State. 

Merionethshire,  or  Merionydftiire,  lb  called 
From  the  Welch,  iSir  Veirionydh,  is  fituated  in  the 
province  of  Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  Bangor, 
and  is  generally  confidered  as  the  moft  mountain- 
ous and  barren  county  in  all  Wales.  It  is  divided 
into  fix  hundreds,  containing  thirty-feven  parifties, 
and  three  market  towns,  viz.  Bala,  Dolgalhe,  and 
Difnamoudy;  extending,  in  length,  thirty-five 
miles,  twenty-five  in  breadth,  and  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  in  circumference ;  and  fends  only 
one  member  to  parli^ent,  who  is  knight  of  the 
fliire. 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  this  part  of  the 
country  was  inhabited  by  the  Ordovices,  who 
were  generally  confidered  as  a  great  and  powerful 
people. 


[D  z]  MONTGO- 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

Political  Character, 

THE  Earl  of  Powys  has  be^n  c^Bfidered  as 
poifeffing  the  firft  interefl  in  this  countf. 
Mr.  Owen,  the  prefent  member,  fuccecdcd  upon 
it  on  his  firft  eledkion ;  but  Sir  Watkin  Williams 
Wynne,  having  now  united  his  influence  with  that 
of  Mr.  Owen,  we  underftand  that  gentleman  can 
now  fecure  his  feat,  in  opp^tion  to  Lxxd  Powys. 

Anciknt  State. 
MoNTGbMERYSHiRE,    which    IS    an    inland 
mountainous  county  of  North  Wales,  derives  its 
name  from  Montgomery,    the  principal    town, 
called  in  the  Welch  language  Sir-dre-Valdwin. 
It  is  fituated  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and 
in  tlie  diocefes  of  St.  Afaph,  Bangor,  and  Here- 
ford ;  containing  five  market  towns,  all  of  which 
are  boroughs,  and  forty-feven  parilhes ;  45xtend- 
ing,  in  length,  thirty  miles,  twenty-five  in  breadth, 
and  ninety -four  in  circumference^     It  fends  two 
members  to  parliament,  viz.  one  knight  of  the 
Ihire  for  the  county,  and  one  jointly  for  Montgo- 
mery 
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mery,  Welchpool,  Machynleth,  Uanvilling,  and 
Llanidios. 

This  county,  as  well  as  Merionethfhire,  formed 
part  of  die  tcrriiories  of  the  Ordovices. 


MONTGOMERY  TOWN. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  town,  like  all  the  others  in  Wales  which 
were  imprivileged  to  lend  members  to  parliament, 
had  its  contributory  boroughs,  who  participated  in 
the  invaluable  right  of  eledion,  until  the  year 
lyaS,  when  one  of  thofe  refblutions  of  thehoufe, 
which  has  fwept  away  the  conftituents  of  moil  of 
the  Engliih  boroughs,  extending  the  disfranchif- 
ing  arm  of  authority  to  thofe  of  Llanidios,  Llan* 
villing,  and  WelChpool,  which  are  now  ftripped 
of  their  ancient  privileges,  and  the  right  de^^ 
'clared  to  be  in  the  burgefles  of  Montgomery  only. 
The  number  of  eleftors  are  now  not  more  than 
eighty ;  cottfequendy  the  independence  of  its  par- 
liamentary charadef  is  at  an  end,  and  the  borough, 
[D3]  .     like 
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like  that  of  Beaumarisi  is  cntirdy  at  the  difpolal 
of  a  patron. 

Akcient  State. 
Montgomery,  which  is  the  county  town,  h 
lituated  on  a  rifing  rock,  at  the  diftance  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  miles  north-weft  of  Lon- 
don, and  is  (aid  to  have  been  built  by  Valdwin, 
or  Baldwin,  lieutenant  of  the  marches  of  Wales, 
in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror;  for  which 
reafon  the  Britons  call  it  Tre-Valdwyn,  er  Bald- 
win's Town  J  but  the  Eqglifli  name  it  from  Ro- 
ger Montgomery,  to  whom  William  I.  had  given 
the  Earldoms  of  Arundel  and  Shrew{bury,  who 
gained  the  caftle  and  town  of  Baldwin.  This 
caftle  was  afterwards  demolifhed  by  the  Welch ; 
but  William  Rufus  re-edified  it  in  1093 ;  after 
which  it  was  burnt  by  Henry  III.  in  1232.  Be- 
ing once  more  re-built,  it  became  the  feat  of  the 
Lords  Herbert  of  Cherbury.  Since  that  time  it 
was  confiderably  impaired  in  the  civil  wars  of 
Charles  L  till  at  length  it  came  again  into  the 
pofleffion  of  the  family  of  the  Herberts,  where,  in 
all  probability,  it  ftill  remains, 

This  was  made  a  borough  town  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  III, 

Corporation. 
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Corporation. 

Confifts  of  two  bailiffs,  and  twdve  burgeffes  or 
common-councilmen.  « 

Right  of  Election. 

1728,  16  Apr.  It  in  th^  burgeffes  of  the  faid 
Ihire-town  only. 

Formerly  the  boroughs  of  Llanidlos,  Llanvil- 
ling,  and  Wclchpool,  joined  in  the  eleftion ;  but 
thefe  outlying  boroughs  are  now  excluded. 


Number  of  Voters. 


Eighty. 


Returning  Officers. 
The  bailiffs. 

Patron. 
The  Earl  of  Powys. 


i:d4] 


PEMBROKE 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(    40    ) 


PEMBROKE  COUNTY. 

Political  Chailacter. 

THE  freeholders  of  this  county  have,  upon 
many  occalions,  fliewn  a  fpirit  of  indc^ 
pendency.  If  any  influence  can  be  faid  to  exift 
here,  iti  is  that  of  the  Owen  £amily>  of  Orielton,  in 
tlu5  county  ^  but  this  partiality  ariCes,  not  fo  much 
from  the  extejat  of  their  property,  as  from  their  ia- 
variable  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty. 

In  1780,  Lord  Milford  and  Lord  Kenfington, 
united  their  intereft,  the  former  of  whom  then 
became  a  candidate  for  the  reprefentation  of  the 
county.      The    independent    party  viewed    this 
union  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  conceived  it  formed 
for  the  purpofe  of  depriving  them  virtually  of; 
their  rights  as   cleftors;  they  therefore  exerted^ 
themfelves  with  redoubled  vigour,  in  fupport  of. 
their  favourite  candidate  Sir  Hugh  Owen,  who 
^as  finally  fuccefsful  by  a  great  majority. 

*  Ancient  State, 
This  county,  which  takes  its  name  from  Pem- 
broke, the  prmcipal  town,  is  fituatcd  at  the  fouth- 

weft 
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weft  extremity  of  Waks^  in  the  province  of  Can- 
tefbury^  and  diocefe  (^  St.  David,  and  contains 
many  laontiments  of  the  Ancient  Britons,  as  well 
as  fiDCae  ancient  tumuli,  or  artificial  mounts,  in 
whidi  tUTAfr  have  been  buried ;  one  of  the^moft  re- 
markabU  of  which  being  opened,  was  found  to 
contain  five  urns  filled  with  burnt  bones  and' 

In  this  cotMicy,  at  a  place  calkd,  by  the  Welch, 
Rhos,  nMSMking  a  green  field,  Henry  L  pertaitted 
a  colony  of  Flemings,  to  fettle,  owing  to  the  injury 
they  had  fuffered  in  their  own  county,  by  the  fea 
breaking  down  their  dykes,  and  ptherwife  doing 
them  incredible  damage^  which  colony  was,  in 
Camden's  time,  called  Little  England  beyond 
Wales  s  whofe  inhabitants  were  fo  ftout  and  refo« 
lute,  that  they  became  very  oflfenfive  to  the  Welch 
by  thek  fi^quent  fkirmifties  ^  infoi^uch  that  they 
um^d  aU  their  forces,  and  invaded  their  country 
feveral  time?,  but  to  no  purpofe,  the  Flemings 
always  maintaimng  their  ground.  Rhos  is  ftilt 
inhabited  by  their  defcendants,  whofe  people  may 
be  difliiigiiiihfd  by  their  fpeech  and  cufloms. 

This  county  is  (tivided  into  feven  hundreds, 
confMining  ch»  city  of  S(.  David^  aind  the  feven 

following 
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following  market  towns ;  viz.  Fifguard,  Haver- 
fordwcft,  Killgaring,  Newport,  Pembroke,  Tenbf , 
•  and  Wifton  -,  it  has .  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
parifties,  and  extends  in  length  upwards  of  thirty 
miles,  above  twenty-two  in  breadth,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  in  circumference. 

This  place  fends  three  members  to  parliament  i 
viz.  one  knight  of  the  (hire  for  the  county,  one 
reprefentative  for  the  borough  of  Pembroke,  and 
another  for  the  borough  of  Haverfordweft. 


PEMBROKE  TOWN. 

Political  Character. 
THIS  town  has  for  fome  years  been  under  the 
influence  of  the  Owen  family.  The  burgefles  of 
this  place,  in  conjundlion  with  thofe  of  Wifton 
and  Tenby,  cleft  the  member.  There  is  no  Ipe- 
cial  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  re- 
fpefting  the  right  of  the  burgefles  of  Tenby,  but 
with  refpeft  to  thofe  of  Wifton,  it  has  been  re- 
folved.  That  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  the  an* 
cient  borough  of  Wifton,  in  the  county  of  Pern* 

broke. 
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broke,  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  eleftion  for  the 
borough  of  Pembroke. 

Ancient  State. 

Pbmbrok£,  which  Hands  upon  a  creek  of 
Milford  Haven,  in  the  moft  pleafant  part  of 
Wales,  derives  its  name  from  the  ancient  BritiQi 
word  Penvro,  iignifying  a  cape  or  promontory.  It 
is  the  county  town,  and,  next  to  Caermarthen, 
the  largeft  and  richeft  town  in  South  Wales.  In 
the  reign  of  Henry  I.  Arnulph  de  Montgomery^ 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewfbury,  fortifiedit  with 
walls,  and  a  magnificent  caflle,  which  he  built  on 
a  rock  at  the  weft  end  of  the  town ;  under  which 
is  a  vault,  called  Wogan,  remarkable  for  its  echo, 
and  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  ftore-room  for  the 
garrifon.  This  ftrufture  being  burnt  a  few  years 
after,  was  rebuilt  by  Owen,  the  fon  of  Cadogan 
of  Bletheim,  and  is  remarkable  for  being  the 
birth-place  of  Henry  VII.  as  alfo  for  the  brave 
defence  made  by  the  garrifon  for  King  Charles  I. 

Pembroke,  has  given  the  title  of  Earl  to  many 
royal  as  well  as  noble  families ;  the  laft  of  which 
appears  to  have  been  given  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward VI.  to  the  famly  of  Herberts,  who  ftill  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  it. 

Corporation, 
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Corporation. 
It  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  two  biulif!s,  and 
burgeiTes. 

Right  of  Election. 

1711,  i7i2>  23  Feb.  That  the  mayor  and 
burgefles  of  the  ancient  borough  of  Wifton,  in 
the  county  of  Pembroke,  have  a  right  to  voce  in 
the  eiedion  for  the  borough  of  Pembroke. 

Number  of  Voters. 
Five  hundred. 

Retvrnino  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
H.  Barlow,  Efq. 


HAVERFORDWEST. 

Political  Character. 

THIS  place,  which  was  made  a  county  of  it- 
fclf,  firft  by  charter  of  Edward  IV.  afterwards  bj 
Henry  VIII.  and  laftly  by  James  I.  is  under  the 
influence  of  Lord  Milford,  of  Pidton  Caftlc    A 

compromife 
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compromife  has  feme  time  ago  taken  place  be* 
tween  this  nobleman  and  LK>rd  Kenfington,  when 
it  was  agreed  between  diem,  that  the  latter  fliouldy 
upon  his  fupporting  invariably  the  intereft  of  the 
ibrmer  in  the  county  of  Pembroke,  be  quiedy 
put  into  the  pofleSion  of  a  feat  for  this  town. 

Ancient  State. 

^This  town,  which  by  charters  of  Edward  IV. 
Hen,  VIIL  and  James  I.  is  a  county  of  itfelf,  is 
called  by  the  Welch,  Hwlfordh,  and  is  fituated 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  forming  part  of  the  weftem 
bank  of  the  Dougledyc.  It  enjc^s  fereral  privi- 
leges, befides  that  of  keeping  its  own  courts.  The 
mayor  is  coroner,  efcheator,  and  clerk  of  the  mar- 
kets within  its  precin£ts.  The  affizes  are  held 
here,  where  there  is  alfo  a  county  gaol. 

Haverfordweft  was  formerly  fortified  with  a 
fampart  and  caftle,  fuppofed  to  have  been  ereded 
by  Gilbert,  Earl  of  Clare  5  it  was  one  of  thofe 
pofiefied  by  the  Flemings  when  they  firft  came 
into  Dyvet,  or  Pembrokefhire,  the  fortifications 
of  which  were  deftroyed  in  the  civil  wars  of 
Charles  I. 

Robert 
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Robert  de  Hayerford  founded  here  a  priory  of 
black  canons;  and  gave  it  feveral  churches  and 
tythes  in  his  barony,  whidi  were  all  confirmed  to 
them  by  Edward  III.  About  feventy  years  ago  an 
effigy  was  found,  fyppofed  to  be  that  of  David 
Cherbury,  Brlhop  of  Dromore  in  Ireland,  and 
Archdeacon  of  Brecknock,  who,  by  his  laft  will, 
defired  to  be  buried  here,  and  left  a  legacy  to- 
wards rebuilding  the  cloifters  of  this  priory. 

Corporation. 

Confifts  of  a  mayor,  (heriff,  two  bailiffs,  and 
twenty-four  common  councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 

1 7 14,  4  July.  The  proceeding  of  the  mayot 
and  common  council  of  the  town  of  Haverfotd- 
weft,  in  making  burgeflfes  without  the  confent  of 
the  commonalty,  was  illegal,  and  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  the  faid  town ;  and  that  the  burgefles  Co 
pretended  to  be  made,  have  not  thereby  acquired 
any  right  of  voting  in  any  future  elections. 

Agreed  to  be  in  the  freeholders,  burgeffcs,  and 
inhabitants,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  and  not  receiving 
akns. 

Number 
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Number  of  Voters. 
About  five  hundred. 

Returning  Officer. 
The  mayor. 

Patron. 
Lord  Milford. 


RADNOR  COUNTY. 

Political  Character. 

THE  intereft  of  this  county  centers  entirely  in 
the  Earl  of  Oxford.  No  political  occur* 
rence  has  happened  to  extend  our  obfervations 
beyond  that  circumflance. 

Ancient  State. 

This  place,  which  is  an  inland  county  of  South 
Wales,  derives  its  name  from  Radnor,  the  county 
town,  and  is  called  by  the  Welch  Sir  Vaes-ived. 
It  is  divided  into  fix  hundreds,  containing  three 
market  towns,  viz.  Radnor,  Knighton,  and  Pref- 

tein. 
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tein,  extending  twenty-four  miles  in  length, 
twenty-two  in  breadth,  and  nincty-ftvc  miles  in 
circumference ;  at  the  diftancc  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  Lxwidon,  It  fends  two 
members  to  parliament,  viz.  one  knight  of  the 
(hire,  and  one  burgefs  for  the  borough  of  Rad^ 
nor. 

In  the  time  of  the  Romans  this  part  of  the 
country  was  inhabited  by  the  Silures;  moft  of  the 
mountains  have  earns,  or  large  heaps  of  ftones, 
intended,  no  doubt,  as  monuipents  for  the  dead  ; 
according  to  Homcr*s  account,  indeed,  of  Hec- 
tor's fiineral,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  Ro- 
mans heaped  them  up  for  that  purpofe ;  but  after 
Chriftianity  was  planted  here,  they  became  fo  de- 
teftable,  from  being  made  the  burial  place  of  ma«* 
lefadors  only,  that  the  word  wifli  a  man  could 
exptefs  to  his  enemy,  was,  that  a  earn  might  be 
his  monument.  One  of  the  mod  ancient  remains 
of  this  county,  is  an  unfinifhed  work,  called 
OflBi's'Dyke,  from  its  having  been  cut  by  OfEi, 
King  of  Mercia,  as  a  boundary  between  the  Eng- 
lifii  Saxons  and  Ancient  Britons,  which  may  be 
traced  tSirough  the  whole  extent  of  the  county. 


RADNOR 
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RADNOR  TOWN 

Political  Character* 

THIS  town  has  been  fubje&  to  various  contefts 
on  the  right  of  eleftion.  The  queftion  at  iffuc 
has  been,  whether  the  word  Burgejfes  meant  fuch 
as  were  refident  within  the  boroughs  of  New  Rad- 
nor, Ryaderj  Knighton,  Knucklas,  and  ReVen- 
lice,  only,  or  whether  it  extended  to  thofe  who  did 
not  refide  within  the  faid  boroughs.  Three  peti- 
tions have  been  prefented  to  the  Houfe  iSnce  the 
pafling  of  the  Grenville  A&,  which  have  all  ori- 
gina^ted  in  this  difpute;  The  firft  was,  that  of  £d« 
ward  Lewes,  Efq.  on  the  6th  of  December,  1774, 
againft  the  eledion  of  John  Lewes,  Efq.  who  had 
been  returned  by  the  refident  burgefies^  which  was 
determined  on  the  27th  of  January,  1775,  in  fii- 
vour  of  the  petiti6ner.  The  fecond  was,  in  confe* 
quence  of  a  double  return  (^  both  thefe  gendemen 
at  the  enfuing  general  eledion  in  1780,  which  on 
the  31ft  of  January,  1781,  was  likewife  deter- 
mined in  favour  of  the  non-refident  buigefles; 
and  the  third,  arofe  out  of  a  conteft  atthelaft  ge- 
neral elcftion  in  1790,  when  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
who  is  patron  of  this  borough,  thought  proper  to 

Vol.  III.  [E]  withdraw 
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withdraw  liis  countenance  from  Mr.  Edward 
Lewes,  the  late  member,  and  to  fupport  his  re- 
lation, David  Murray,  Efq.  Mr.  Lewes,  who 
had  before  experienced  the  influence  of  his  lord'? 
(hip's  patronage,  and  had  twice  fucceeded  by  pe- 
tition, on  (he  claim  of  the  non-re(ident  burgeiles, 
now  became  a  candidate  on  that  of  the  refident 
ones;  when  the  numbers  upon  die  poll  were. 

For  David  Murray,*  Efq.  — —    609 

Edward  Lewes,  Efq.  —    313 

Mr.  Murray  was  accordingly  returned,  and  Mr. 
Lewes  became  a  petitioner  upon  the  fame  claim 
of  right  which  he  had  formerly  oppofed,  and 
againil  which  he  had  twice  fucceeded  by  petition. 
This  petition  is  now  before  the  Houfe,  and  will 
mod  probably  be  decided  this  prefcnt  feilion. 

Ancient  State. 

Radnor,  which  is  alfo  called  New  Radnor,  in 
order  to  diftinguilh  it  from  a  place  called  Old 
Radnor,  is  fituated  near  the  fpring  head  of  the 
river  Somcrvil,  near  the  foreft  of  Radnor.  It  was 
formerly  defended  by  walls,  and  a  caftlc,  which 
being  demolifhed  by  Owen  Glcndo^cr,  the  town 
daily  decayed. 

It 
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It  was  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription  till 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  granted  it  a 
charter,  with  many  privileges,  together  with  a  ma- 
nor, containing  eleven  town(hips,and  a  jurifdidion, 
extending  tea  or  twelve  miles.  This  town  has 
alfo  a  court  of  pleas  for  all  actions,  without  limi- 
tation. 

Corporation. 
Confifts  of  a  bailiif  and  twenty-five  burgefies. 

Right  of  Election. 

1690,  12  Nov.  Is  in  the  burgefles  of  Radnor^ 
Ryader,  Knighton,  Knucklas,  and  Kevenliel^ 
only, 

1769,  7  Mar.  The  feveral  perfons,  though  they 
had  no  other  claim  to  be  burgeffes  of  the  bo- 
roughs of  Ryader  and  Knucklas,  than  by  virtue 
only  of  a  prefentment  made  in  the  pretended  court 
ieet,  holden  under  the  authority  of  certain  letters 
patent,  which  appear  not  to  have  been  enrolled 
within  the  time  expreffly  required  by  the  faid  let- 
ters patent,  in  order  to  the  validity  thereof,  ought 
not  to  have  been  admitted  as  legal  voters  at  the 
laft  eleftion. 

NlTMBER 
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Number  of  Voters. 
About  one  thoufand. 

Returning  Officer* 

The  baUiiF. 

Patron. 

Earl  of  Oxford. 


HISTORY 
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History 

OP    Till 

CINQUE      PORTS. 


INTRODUCTION; 

npHE  name  of  Cinque  Ports  is  derived  from 
Quinque  Portuus,  five  havens  oppofite  to 
France,  thus  called  by  way  of  eminence,  on  ac- 
count of  their  fuperior  importance.  Our  kings 
have  thought  them  worthy  a  peculiar  regard; 
and,  in  order  to  fecure  them  agaiiifl  invafions, 
have  granted  them  a  particular  form  of  govern- 
ment. They  are  under  a  keeper,  who  has  the 
title  of  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports  (an  of- 
ficer firft  appointed  by  William  the  Conqueror), 
who  has  the  authority  of  an  admiral  among 
them,  and  iflues  out  writs  in  his  own  name. 

The  privileges   anciently  annexed  to  thefc 
ports  and  their  dependants,  were, 

1.  Ah  exiimption  from  all  taxes  and  tolls. 
Vol*  IIL  4  H.  A 
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IL  A  power  to  oblige  all  that  lived'  in  their 
jurifdiftion  to  plead  in  their  courts,  and  to  pu- 
nifti  offenders  in  their  own  bounds;  as  aMb  mur- 
dercrs,  and  fagitives  from  jufticc. 

III.  A  power  to  pjiinifh  foreigners,  as  well  as 
natives,  for  theft ;  to  have  a  pillory,  and  tumbrel 
t)r  cucking-ftool  ♦. 

IV.  A  power  to  raife  mounds  or  banks  in  any^ 
roan's  land  againft  breaches  of  the  fea« 

V.  To  appropriate  to  their  own  ufe  all  loft 
goods,  and  wandering  cattle,  if  not  claimed 
within  a  year  and  a  day. 

VI.  To  have  commons,  and  to  be  at  liberty 
to  cut  down  the  trees  growing  upon  them. 

VIJ.  To  convert  to  their  own  ufc  fuch  goods 
as  they  found  floating  on  the  fea ;  thofe  thrown 

*  A  machine  formcrl/  nfed  for  the  punUhment  of  fcoldi 
and  brawling  women ;  as  alfo  for  brewers  and  bakerf»  who 
tranfgreiTed  the  laws,  and  were,  in  fuch  ch^ur  or  ftool,  to  be 
unmerged  in  fome  muddy  or  (linking  pond.  What  pity  (iich 
a  machine  Ihould  be  out  of  ufe  in  thefe  days>  when  ib  mao/ 
Worthy  wights  didly  afpire  to  the  honour ! 

out 
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out  of  riiips  Ml  a  ftorm ;  and  thofe  driven  afhorc 
when  no  wreck  or  (hip  was  to  be  fcen. 

VIIL  To  be  a  guild  or  fraternity,  and  to  be 
allowed  the  franchifcs  of  court-leet  and  court-i 
baron* 

IX.  A  power  to  a(f embte  and  keep  a  portmote^ 
cr  parliament  for  the  Cinque-Ports ;  to  punifli 
all  infrhigers  of  their  privileges ;  make  bye-laws, 
^d  hear  all  appeals  from  the  inferioi*  courts* 

X-  Their  barons  to  have  the  privilege  of  fup- 
porting  the  canopy  over  the  king's  head  at  his 
coronation* 

In  return  for  thcfe  privileges,  the  Cinque-Ports 
were  required  to  fit  out  fifty-feven  (hips,  each 
maiined  with  twenty-one  men  and  a  boy^  with 
which  they  were  to  attend  the  king's  fervice,  for 
fifteen  day^,  at  their  awn  cxpencc  i  but  if  the 
flate  of  affairs  required  their  affiftartce  any  longer, 
they  were  to  be  paid  by  the  crown. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Cinque-Ports  were,  at  a 

*ycry  remote  period,  endowed,  by  Royal  Grant, 

a  ft  with 
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with  divers  very  valuable  privileges  and  imniu-* 
niti^s,  as  a  compenfation  and  remuneration  for 
.  the  (hipping  which  they  engaged  to  fupply  the 
Sovereign  with,  whenever  he  Ihould  require  it  of 
them,  and  for  other  public  ferviccs  which  they 
were  bound  to  the  performance  of. 

As  the  exadl  time  at  which  they  were  cnfran- 
chifed  has  never  been,  with  any  certainty,  dif- 
covcred,  they  are  held  to  enjoy  all  their  ear- 
lieft  liberties  and  privileges,  as  time  out  of  mind^ 
hy  prefcripii(m.  Thcfe  were  confirmed  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  their  mem- 
bers, by  Magna  Charta,  wherein  they  are  ftyled 
the  barons  of  the  Cinque  ports;  and  again,  by  a 
general  charter  of  Edward  I.  which,  by  infpexL 
mus,  received  confirmation,  and  fometimes  ad- 
ditions, from  mofl  of  the  kings  and  queens  of 
this  realm,  till  the  time  of  Charles  IL  whofc 
general  charter  is  the  laft. 

As  the  term  baron  occurs  continually  through- 
out all  the  charters  of  the  Ports,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  inform  our  readers,  that  it  is  of  the 
fame  import  as  burgefs  or  freeman.  From  the 
mode  in  which  it  is  ufcd,  there  is  great  reafon 

to 
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to  think,  that  every  inhabitant  of  the  Ports,  con- 
tributing to  their  common  expences,  and  other 
fervices,  was  a  baron,  that  is,  a  freeman.  In 
fome  of  the  oldeft  boroughs  in  the  kingdom,, 
wherein  the  lands  were  holden  in  ancient  dc- 
mefne,  every  inhabitant,  who  paid  a  rent  to  the 
crown,  was  intitled  to  the  eledlive  franchife; 
by  analogy  it  Ihould  feem  probable,  that  the 
fame  rights  formerly  prevailed  in  the  Ports,  as 
to  thofe  inhabitants  who  were  aflelled  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  public.  There  are  many  other 
circumftances  which  give  great  ftrcngth  to  this^ 
fuppofition,  which  will  be  hereafter  touched 
upon. 

The  reprefentatives  of  the  Ports  in  parliament 
are,  to  this  day,  ftyled  barons,  becaufe  they  were 
formerly,  as  they  ftill  ought  to  be,  chofen  from 
amongft  the  inhabitants  at  large.     The  modern 
pradice,  however,  is  widely  different;  the  no- 
minee of  the  treafury  is,  in  moft  of  the  Ports,* 
the  perfon  who  is  returned,  as  a  mere  matter  of' 
courfe;  fcarcely  any  one  of  the  fixtecn  members 
of  the  Cinque  Ports  having  the  fmalleft  connec- 
tion with,  or   being  perfonally  known  in,   the  ' 
town  which  he  reprefents,  the  only  (but  a  very  ; 
a  3  fufficicnt 
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fufficicnt  It  muft  be  acknowledged)  neceflaiy 
introdu£iion  being  the  treafury  warrant*  Lord 
Coke  informs  us,  that  the  privileged  Ports  were 
at  firft  but  three ;  for,  at  the  making  of  Doomf* 
day  Book,  which  was  in  the  14th  year  of  tlie 
Conqueror,  there  are  but  three  made  mention 
I  of,  viz.  Dover,  Sandwich,  and  Romney;  it  is 
certain  that  thefe  three  were  enfranchifed  toge-^ 
thcr  by  Edward  the  Confellbr;  and,  on  confix 
deration  of  certain  fervices  to  be  performed  by 
their  Ihipping  at  fea,  and  for  (pme  other  conii- 
derations,  were  exonerated  from  fuch  contribu- 
tions and  burthens,  as  other  towns  were  ufualljr 
charged  with. 

The  Ports  of  Haftings  and  Hythe  were  added 
by  the  Conqueror,  and  endowed  with  equal  pri- 
vileges and  immunities.  The  number  being  now 
increafed  to  five,  they  were  ever  after  called  the 
Cinque  Ports ;  which  appellation,  being  clearly 
of  Norman,  and  not  of  Saxon  original,  is  aftrong 
prefumptive  proof  that  they  had  not  attained  to 
this  number  before  the  conqueft ;  however,  this 
is  a  point  that  has  been  much  controverted. 

The  ancient  towns  of  Winchelfea  and  Rye 
(as  they  are  peculiarly  called)  were  annexed  be- 
fore 
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fore  the  time  of  king  John,  and  were  dcnomi*-' 
nated  nobiliora  membra  ^inque  Portuum  j  notwith- 
ftanding  which  increafe,  the  Cinque  Ports  ftill 
retained  their  original  appellation. 

These  fiftcr  towns  of  Rye  and  Winchelfea, 
are,  in  naoft  books  which  treat  on  this  fubjed, 
fuppofed  to  be  members  of  Haftings;  but  thiai 
certainly  is  an  error,  and  well  accounted  for  by 
Jeake,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  charters  of  the  Ports^ 
which  abounds  with  an  infinity  of  valuable  in^ 
formation  on  this  fubjeft. 

From  the  time  they  were  firft  added,  they 
have  been  coniidered  and  treated  as  original 
Ports,  and  as  of  equal  rank  and  confequence. 

Every  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports  and  ancient 
towns  have  fome  of  the  adjacent  places  belong- 
ing to,  and  incorporated  with  them,  and,  in  a 
degree,  fubjea  refpeftively  to  their  controul 
and  jurifdiaion.  They  are  called  limbs  or 
members,  and  affift  their  mother  towns  in 
raifing  the  fums  of  money  at  which  they  are 
affeffed  for  the  public  fcrvices,  and  in  provid-. 
ilig  the  quota  of  fliipping. 

Sea FORD, 

a  4 
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Seafordi  which  is  a  member  of  Haftings^  is 
the  only  one  of  thefe  towns  which  has  the  privi- 
lege offending  reprefentatives  to  parliament.  In 
return  for  the  very  ample  privileges  and  immu- 
nities with  which  the  Ports  were  gifted,  the  fer- 
vices  done  by  them  to  the  nation  were  origi- 
nally great  and  important ;  as  litde  lefs  than  the 
whole  naval  force  of  the  kingdom  was  fupplied 
by  them  in  the  time  of  emergency.     Although 
their  utility  to  the  public  has  long  fince  been 
wholly   at  an  end,    to  £He   Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  for  the  time  being,  they  are  ftill  of 
the  utmoft  confequence,  for  to  thefe  towns  he 
may  look,  with  almoft  abfolute  certainty,  for  a 
conftant  fupply  of  a  band  of  fixteen  members,  in 
the  higheft  ftate  of  difcipline  and  obedience, 
and  on  whom  a  hint  from  the  treafury  is  ever 
produftive  of  the  fame  effeft,  as  the  word  of 
command  on  a  troop  of  mercenary  and  hireling 
foldiersp 

The  chief  officer  of  the  Ports,  according  to 
lord  Coke's  fecond  Inftitute,  is  called  the  War- 
den, or  Keeper  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  who  is  alfo 
admiral  thereof,  and,  among  them,  hath  the  ju- 

rifdidipn 
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rifdiftion  of  the  admiralty,  which  is  wholly  ex^ 
cmpt  from  the  admiralty  of  England.    This  war- 
den,  fays  that  great  judge,  ought  ever  to  be* 
a  man  of  great  fidelity,  wifdom,  courage,  and 
experience ;  for  that  he  hath  the  charge  of  the 
principal  gates  of  the  kingdom;  he  is  alfo  a 
conftaMe  of  Dover  Caftlei  which  poft,  formerly 
confidered  of  fo  much  honour  and  confequencc, 
is  now  converted  into  a  patent  finecure  placCj^ 
for  life,  with  a  falary  of  4000 1.  a  year,  from  the' 
civil  lift  annexed,  which,  with  the  old  and  cuf, 
tomary  fees  and  perquifites,  renders  it,  communL 
hus  annis,  equal  to  about  6000I.  and  is  one  of 
Whofe  good  things,  which  that  virtuous  minifter, 
lord  North  (now  Guilford),  fecured  forhimfelf 
\  while  in  power,  thinking  himfelf,  no  doubt,  well 
iintitlfd  to  it  at  the  hands  of  the  public,  for  th^ 
fervices  he  had  rendered  this  nation,  in  Ame-;^ 
I  f ica,  and  elfewhere. 

Independent  of  the  above  finecure,  there  is 
ftill  appertaining  to  this  office  a  very  confider- 
able  and  valuable  patronage,  though  certainly 
inferior  to  what  it  formerly  was,  particularly 
with  refped  to  parliamentary  influence. 

5UCH 
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Such  was  formerly  tbe  corrupdon^  venality, 
and  profligacy  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  fuch 
the  arrogance  of  the  lord  wardens,  that  thefe 
^SBcers  a&ually  aflumed  to  themfelves  the  power 
^d  fight  of  nominating,  as  a  matter  of  courfe, 
one  of  (and  occafionally  both)  the  reprefenta- 
fives  of  each  borough  town  of  the  Ports.  This 
ufurpation  was  quietly  fubmitted  to  t31  the  time 
of  the  revolution ;  the  year  after  which  great 
event,  a  death-wound  was  given  to  this  in&mous 
pradice,  by  the  paffing  an  aft,  intitled, 

Jh  Aa  to  declare  the  RighUand  Freedom  ofEle£lion 
of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  tbe 
CiNoys  Ports. 

•*  Whbreas  the  eledion  of  members  to  ferve 
in  parliament  ought  to  be  free  ;  and  whereas  the 
late  lord  wardens  of  the  Cinque  Ports  have  pre- 
tended unto,  and  claimed  as  of  right,  a  power 
of  nominating  and  recommending  to  each  of  the 
laid  Cinque  Ports,  the  two  ancient  towns,  and 
their  refped:ive  members,  one  perfon,  whom  they 
ought  to  cleft  to  ferve  as  a  baron  or  member  of 
parliament  iot  fuch  refpedbve  port,  ancient  tDwn, 
or  member,  contrary  to  the  ancient  ulage,  rights 
?uid  freedom  of  elcdlions, 

6  *'  Bb 
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^  Be  it  therefore  declared  and  ena£ted^  by  the 
king's  and  queen's  mod  excellent  majellies,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  lords 
Ipiritual  and  temporal^  and  commons^  in  this 
prefent  parliament  allembled^  and  by  the  au« 
thority  of  the  fame^  That  all  fuch  nominations 
or  recommendations  were  and  are  contrary  to 
the  laws  and  conftitution  of  this  realm^  and  for 
the  future  Ihall  be  fo  deemed  and  conftnied,  and 
hereby  are  declared  to  have  been,  and  are  void, 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoevcr ;  any  pre- 
tence to  the  contrary  notwithftanding."  * 

The  efFcft  of  this  ftatute  has  been    fuch 
;  as,  to  take  away  from  the  lord  warden  the  pri- 
vilege of  nominating  one  member  for  each  town, 
•  and  to  veil  in  the  treafury  the  power  of  return- 
[  ing  ioib.    The  lord  warden  has  ftill  remaining  a 
fmall  parliamentary  intereft  at  Dover,  where  he 
can  command  about  twenty-five  votes,  by  means 
of  places  at  his  difpofal,  in  and  about  Dover 
Caftle,  and  the  other  forts  in  that  neighbourhoods 

It  (hould  be  obferved,  that  the  lord  warden  is 
the  general  returning  officer  of  all  the  Ports ;  and 
;hat  all  parliamentary  writs  are  direded  to  him, 

ia 
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in  the  fame  manner  as  to  fheriifs  of  counties  i 
upon  which  he  iffues  his  precept  for  the  ele&ion 
to  the  proper  officer  of  each  Port, 

The  Cinque  Ports,  and  fuch  of  the  members 
as  fend  reprefentatives  to  parliament,  are  all  in- 
corporated; the  head  officer,  or  chief  magif- 
trate,  being  a  mayor,  except  at  Seaford,  ^here 
he  is  termed  the  bailiff, 

Jeake  fays,  that,  by  the  cufloms  of  the  Ports, 
the  jurats  in  every  corporation  Ihould  be  innum>^ 
ber  twelve,  bclides  the  head  officer,  making,  as  it 
were,  a  jury  of  jullices :  and,  left  length  of  time 
ihould  confirm  and  fandion  a  grofs  and  a  faft 
increafing  abufe,  we  wifli  particularly  to  imprefs, 
that  the  bench  of  juftices  in  all  the  Ports  ought, 
by  law,  and  by  their  charters,  to  confift  of  a 
mayor  or  bailiff,  and  twelve  jurats;  particularly 
as  at  fome  of  them  (for  inftance,  Romney  and 
Winchelfea),  it  has  of  late  years  been  contended, 
that  the  proper  number  is  but  fix. 

Two  jurats  and  the  mayor  compofe  a  quorum, 

for  the  adminiftratibn  of  what  is,  locally,  called 

juftice,  but  which  might,  with  much  lefs  impro-  ' 

pjiety,  be  fly  led  injuftice.     It  is  the  praftice  in 

4  moft 
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taoft  of  thefe  towns  to  keep  the  number  of  ma* 
giftrates  a^  low  as  poflible>  fcarcely  in  any  in« 
fiance  exceeding  four  or  five ;  the  inducement 
to  this  is,  that  jurats,  being  of  more  confequence 
than  ordinary  freemen,  expeft  a  larger  portion 
of  the  feptennial  produce  of  corruption  and 
profligacy  than  ordinary  freemen,  and  the  fewer 
there  may  be  to  divide  thefe  fpolia  opima,  the 
greater  will  be  the  fhare  of  each  individual.  It 
is  here  material  to  obfetve,  that  it  is  Competent 
to  any  individual  whatever,  at  any  time,  to  move 
the  court  of  King's  Bench  for  a  mandamus,  to 
compel  the  head  magiftrate  and  jurats  of  any  of 
the  Ports,  to  complete  their  number  of  thirteen ; 
which,  whenever  it  is  done,  caufes  no  little  trou-' 
ble  and  embarraffment ;  the  firft  ftep  taken  by 
Mr.  Barham,  when,  previous  to  the  laft  general 
cleftion,  he  made,  an  attack  on  the  treafury  in- 
tereft,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Milward 
at  Haftings,  was  to  compel  him  to  fill  up  the 
bench  of  magiftrates,  then  confifting  of  only  fix, 
to  its  proper  quota  of  thirteen.  In  order  to  ef- 
fed  this,  failors,  fmugglers,  taylors,  barbers,  and 
the  loweft  mechanics,  (but  not  an  individual  of' 
them  in  any  decent  fituation  of  life,  and  moil  of 
them  not  of  ability  to  write  their  own  names), 

were 
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were  clothed  with  the  facred  robe  of  magi(^ 
iracy. 

But  let  not  the  reader  fuppofe,  that  the  jurats 
of  the  Cinque  Ports  have  (generally  fpeaking) 
the  fmalleft  portion  of  that  real  tonjequence  which 
is  derived  from  virtue,  integrity,  talents^  or  edu^ 
cation^  but  merely  that  which  muft,  of  neceffity^ 
enfue  to  any  one  becoming  a  magiftrate,  and  \v^ 
titled  to  a  feat  on  the  bench  of  juftice ;  though 
taken  firom  among  the  dregs  of  the  pec^le,  and 
the  meaneft,  moft  illiterate,  and  moft  corrupt  of 
mankind.  But  this  abufe  becomes  very  ferioua 
and  alarming,  when  we  are  told,  that  the  power 
ofthefelow,  corrupt,  and  contemptible  beings, 
of  whom  we  are  now  treating,  is  not  merely  co- 
cxtenfive  with,  and  fimiiar  to^  that  of  ordinary 
jufticcs  of  the  peace,  but  reaches,  in  the  fulleft 
manner,  to  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property,  of 
all  thofe  who  have  the  unhappinefs  to  live  within 
their  jurifdidion. 

How  dreadful  muft  be  the  refleftion,  that  if 
any  capital  offence  fhould  be  committed,  for  in- 
ftance,  at  Seaford,  during  the  mayoralty  of  a 
perfon  of  the  defcription  of  either  of  thofe  «w* 
VM^a^^  jurats^  that  fuch  a  man  fhould  prefide  at 

the 
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the  tribunal^  at  which  the  perfcm  accufcd  and 
fufpe£led  would  be  tried  for  his  tife  I 

Though  it  may  be  peculiar  to  Seaford  to 
have  a  prefiding  magiftrate  exadly  of  this  de- 
fcription,  yet,  in  mod  of  the  other  towns^  the 
mayors  are  generally  equally  low,  illiterate,  and 
uneducated. 

X.0RD  Coke  tells  us,  that  the  jurifdidion  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  is  general,  and  extends  as  well 
to  perfonal  aiftions,  as  real  and  mixt.  That  fines 
are  levied,  and  recoveries  fuffered  of  lands,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  the  court  of  Common* 
Pleas ;  that  they  have  cognizance  of  all  offences 
and  crimes,  with  the  exception  of  high  treafon, 
and  hold  quarter  feffions ;  in  fad,  that  the  magif- 
tf  ates  of  the  Forts  have  the  fame  power  and  au^ 
thority  as  his  majefty's  judges,  afling  by  virtue 
of  their  feveral  commiffions  of  oyer  and  ter-^ 
miner,  of  the  peac^  and  of  general  ^aol  de* 
livery. 

From  a  body  of  jurats  of  the  defcriptlon  above 
given,  the  mayor  is  eleded.  Before  the  pailing 
of  the  flatute  of  the  9th  of  Anne,  Chap.  20^ 
which  enads,  that  officers,  having  the  return  of 

membert' 
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membei^s  of  parliament  (which  the  inayoSs  havfe 
in  all  the  Cinque  Ports)  Ihall  not  be  chofen  two 
years  following  each  other,  the  fame  perfon  was 
lifually  continued  in  the  ofRce  of  mayor  for  a  great 
length  of  time,  and  fometimes  in  a  manner  fo^ 
life;  the  igent,  or  manager  of  the  concerns  of 
the  trcafury,  in  each  refpedive  borough,  was  unU 
verfally  the  perfon  appointed  to  this  office.  That 
ftatute,  however,  has,  in  reality,  been  produdtive 
ot  no  confiderable  effcdt;  the  only  alteration  en- 
fuing  from  which  is,  that  fome  very  near  reU-. 
tion,  or  mere  tool  and  dependant  of  the  govern, 
inent  officer,  is  nominated  cvciy  alternate  year  td 
fill  this  ftation. 

To  fhew  that  this  obfervation  is  corre<3:,  let 
us  take  a  furvey  of  one  of  the  ports.  At  Sea^ 
ford,  Goldfrhith  and  Chambers,  brothers-in-^ 
law,  were  conftantly  alternate  bailifis  till  Gold- 
imith*s  death;  it  is  now  Harben  and  Cham^ 
bers. — At  Haftings^  the  two  Milwards,  father 
and  fon,  have  been  the  mayors  thefe  many 
years ;  before  Milward,  jun.  came  of  age,  it  was 
Milward  and  Evitt,  a  cuftom-houfc  officer,  and 
relation  of  Milward's. — At  Winchelfea,  Martin 
and  Lamb,  uncle  and  nephew*    At  Rye,  Thomas 

Lamk 
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ItaiTib  and  Thomas  Lambjun.  father  and  fon.  At 
Romney>Coatesand  Walter,  brothers  by  marriage. 
At  Hythe,  generally  one  of  the  Tournay  family. 

With  relpefi  to  the  freedom  of  the  Ports,  it 
feems  highly  probable,  not  only  from  the  uni- 
form language  of  all  the  charters,  and  the  notes 
of  Jeakc  thereupon,  but  alfo  from  the  proceedings 
and  the  evidence  adduced  in  the  trial  of  manda- 
mus, brought  by  ^enry  Moore  *,  againft  the 
mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  Haftings,  be- 
fore lord  Hardwicke,  in  1736,  that  the  right  to, 
and  mode  of,  obtaining  a  freedom  in  any  one  of 
the  Ports,  was  originally,  univerfally,  the  fame, 
notwithftanding  the  very  great  difference  which 
at  this  day  prevails  amongft  them  in  this  refpedt, 
occaiioned  either  by  fraud,  collufion,  artifice,  cor- 
ruption, or  the  oppofite  determinations  of  com- 
mittees of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

For  the  further  information  of  our  readers, 
particularly  fuch  of  them  as  may  be  relident 
within  the  ports,  and  pay  fcot  and  lot,  and 
thereby  certainly  entitled  to  their  freedom,  wc 
here  infert  the  cuftumal  concerning  the  making 

•  Se«  Appendix,  vol.  X.  State  Trials. 
Vol.  III.  b  of 
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of  frcCTicn  in  thie  Cinqiic  Poft»  and  flicir  n&etiU* 
bers ;  which  i^  as  firflows^: 

TifE  mayor*  and  jurats,  the  baiElFs  and  jurats, 
and  the  jurats,  in  every  Cinque  Port,  and  mem- 
ber of  them,  where  the  mayor  and  bailiff  Aall 
have  been  of  common  clc^aion,  have  a  power,  iit 
the  prefcnce  of  the  comnKmalty,  to  receive  znA 

make  freeftien  after  three  ditferent  methods; 
• 
ift^  By  birth  within  the  faid  town  and  port, 
if  his  father  fljaU  have  been  free  at  the  time  oS 
his  birth. 

2dly,  By  a  freehold  tenement ;  and, 

gdly.  By  purchafc,  redemption,  6r  gift. 

And  it  is  to  be  obfcrvcd,  that  no  man  Ihalf 
enjoy  the  freedom  of  any  Port,  or  memfeer 
thereof,  until  he  has  taken  the  oath  which  ought 
to  be  taken,  '*  that  he  wiH  be,  from  that  day 
until  the  end  of  his  Kfe,  true  and  faithful  to  hi^ 
king  of  England  and  his  heirs,  and  that  he  wiH 
maintain,  according  to  the  beft  of  his  power,  the 
ftatutes  and  liberties  of  the  Five  Ports,  and  par- 
ticularly thofe  of  that  particular  Port  or  member 

thereof. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CiNQyS  PORTS.  19 

ftei-eof,  where  he  refides  i  and  that  he  will  a!- 
imys  be  obedient  to  the  mayor  and  jurats,  the 
bailiff  and  jurats,  and  to  the  jurats  (as  the  cafe 
foay  bt) ;  and  that  he  will  be  always  ready  ta 
j^rfonn,  bear  and  piy,  foot  and  tot,  if  they  ihatt 
appear  t6  be  ordered  for  the  cdmmdn  advantage 
ef  the  place;  in  being  armed  in  defetiding  them<- 
ielves  againft  the  ehemies  of  his  lord  the  king, 
when  he  Ihall  be  commanded  by  the  governors  of 
the  Port,  or  a  member  thereof;  and  that  he  will 
not  hear  any  thing  fpoken  to  the  difadvantage 
of  the  aforefaid  freedom,  or  to  the  abufc  of  the 
mayor,  bailiff,  and  jurats,  or  any  of  them,  in  the 
town  where  he  refides,  without  acquainting  them 
therewith* 

So  help  him  God.** 

Art*.  35.  **  Any  perfon  intending  to  obtain 
the  freedom  of  the  Five  Ports  by  purchafe,  muft 
find  four  refident  fureties,  for  his  fulfilling  all 
and  Angular  the  premifes  aforefaid. 

Art.  36.  **  And  if  he  fliall  be  a  ftranger 
to  the  Forts,  or  an  Englifliman,  born  in  parts 
beyond  the  feas,  and  have  lived  with  a  good 
chara6ler  and  condition  in  any  Port  or  mem« 

b  5^,  her 
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ber  thereof^  and  afterwards  (hall  marry  in  Ae 
fame  Port  or  member  thereof^  and  defire  to 
obtain  his  freedom^  he  may  become  free  by 
purchafe>  as  has  been  faid  above^  in  all  the  free* 
dom  of  the  Five  Ports;  with  this  provifo,  that  he 
cannot  vote  at  the  election  of  mayor,  baiUiff^ 
jurat,  or  any  other  officer,  nor  be  concerned  in, 
the  councils  and  bufinefs  of  the  commonalty, 
until  he  have  the  letter  of  our  lord  the  king,  ac- 
knowledging him  naturalifed. 

Art.  37.  "  And  the  lord  warden  of  the  Cinq\>& 
Ports,  or  his  locum  tenens,  may,  once  while  in 
that  office,  mak^  one  foreigner,  born  beyond  the 
feas,  free  in  every  Port  and  member  thereof, 
according  to  the  form  of  making  freemen  by 
purchafe,  without  any  fine  being  paid  to  the 
commonalty,  where  this  foreigner  is  refident, 
except  the  fees  of  office  which  are  ufual  upon 
this  occafion. 

Art.  38.  "  And  they  who  are,  in  all  and 
fingular  the  forms  aforefaid,  made  free  in  any 
Port  or  member  thereof,  are  entitled  to  their 
freedom  and  ufagcs  in  all  the  other  Ports. 

Art* 
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Art.  39.  '*  And  no  man  fhall  be  made  free 
by  purchafe,  until  he  has  lived  a  year  and  one 
day  in  that  Port  or  member,  where  he  a£ks  his 
freedom,  &c.  &c/' 

This  cuftumal  lord  Hardwicke  thought  fit  to 
admit  as  good  evidence,  when  trying  a  queftion 
which  related  folely  to  Haftings ;  but  it  is  evi^ 
dent,  from  the  introduftory  claufe,  Hicfequmtwr 
coTi/uetudines  Quinque  Poriuum  G?  eorum  mcmira,  th  sit 
jt  by  no  means  relates  to  that,  any  more  than 
to  any  other  of  the  Ports ;  it  refpeds  generally 
and  equally  all  the  Cinque  Ports  and  their  mem-* 
bers*  We  have  dwelt  longer  on  this  cuftumal, 
as,  if  in  future  any  queftion  ihould  arife  as  to 
the  right  of  freedom,  in  any  of  the  Ports,  not 
Jhut  up  by  the  determination  of  committees  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  under  the  Grenyille  a<S, 
it  may  prove  of  the  utmoft  importance  and  con- 
fequencef 

At  this  day,  the  right  to  the  eleflive  fran- 
chife,  by  virtue  of  a  freehold,  is  totally  at  an 
end  at  every  place  but  Dover.  Freedom,  as  a 
birthright,  is  allowed  to  all  the  fons  of  freemen 
at  Dover,  Sandwich  and  Hythc;  at  the  other 
b  3  Ports, 
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Forts  the  claim  of  the  elder  Jon  alone  is  admittec) 
to  be  valid ;  and  even  this  has  been  very  much 
parrowed  of  late  years.  At  Hs^ftings  and  Rye* 
it  is  pretendqd,  that  the  firft-born  fon  of  a  free* 
man  (ftriaiy  fpeaking)  born  within  ^he  place^ 
has  a  juft  title,  and  that  a  fecond  fon,  uppnthq 
death  of  the  elder  brother,  does  not  fucc^ed  t0 
his  right :  and  further,  if  a  man,  having  bad  a 
fpn  at  any  time,  be  admiued  to  bis  freedom,  that 
t\o  after-born  fon  of  this  man  can  have  the  claim 
of  birthright,  though  the  brother  ffaould  chance 
tp  have  died  before  the  admifiiop  of  the  father. 
At  Romney,  the  claim  of  the  eldeft  fon  is  ad* 
knitted  to  be.  good,  provided  he  be  born  within 
the  town ;  at  Winchelfea,  the  ^laiia  of  the  eldeft 
ofeyery  other  fon  has  of  lat^  been  wholly  denied. 

But,  in  ordctr  wholly  to  ftifle  fiich  trouble* 
-fome  claims,  it  is  now  thepraQice  to  admit  fui^h 
people  only  to  freedoms,  by  ele6lion  or  redem^ 
tion,  as  are  advanced  in  life ;  old  batchelors,  or 
thofe  who,  for  fome  reafon  or  other,  are  not  like- 
ly to  haye  children. 

But  the  grcatcft  reafon,  a^nd  the  n(ioft  nccef- 
fary  qualification,  is  poverty,  which  is  confidered 

as 
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fi6  the  bed  fecurity  for  an  unifonn  fubmiflion  to 
ihe  controul  and  direftion  of  the  fupcrior  power. 

A  FREEDOM  of  a  Cinquc  Port  town  is  always 
confidcred  as  entitling  the  poffeflbr  to  a  provi- 
sion of  fome  fort,  which  is  generally  fujnilhed 
,at  the  expence  of  the  nation;  and,  in  order 
thereto,  in  every  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  as  a 
mere  matter  of  courfc,  there  is  a  very  large  cuf- 
lom-houfe  eftablifliment.     Befides  the  ordinary 
fervants  and  retainers  to  a  cuftom-houfe,  there 
are  ufually  five  or  fix  riding-officers,  a  cuftom- 
houfe  boat,  among  the  crew  of  which  if  there  he 
pL  fingle  iaiipr,  it  is  an  extraordinary  circum- 
Aance;  but  they  muft  all  of  neceffity  be  free- 
men ;    at  three  pr  four  of  the  towns  cuftom- 
houfe  cutitens  are  ftationed,  nomijially  to  cruife 
againft  the  fmugglers,  but  really  to  make  pro- 
vifion  for  the  friends  of  the  minifter:  the  whole 
body  of  officers  are  freemen  of  courfe.     A? 
the  falaries   of  the  captains  and  higher    offi- 
cers arc  very  conCderable,  they  have  ufi^ally^ 
according  to  the  profits,  one,  two^  or  thyee^  of 
the  low^r  clafs  quartered   on  them,  w])0  are 
called  Riders;  which  pra6lice  is  very  general  a; 
JO  all  the  other  fuperior  places.     One  very  great 
b  4  convenience 
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convenience  refults  from  this ;  for»  although  the 
^  principal  is  difqualified  from  voting  by  Mr. 
iiJrewe's  bill,  yet  the  Rider  may  give  his  vote  a« 
if  really  independent. 

At  almoft  all  the  Ports,  forts  and  batteries, 
have  of  late  years  been  built,  with  no  view  wbau. 
ever  of  defence,  or  of  oppofing  an  enemy,  but 
folely  for  the  purpofe  of  furnifliing  three  or  four 
fnug  finecure  places  in  each  Port, 

The  excife  and  poft-officcs  have  at  Icaft  their 
due  proportion  of  officers  in  each  of  the  Cinque 
Ports;  but,  as  Mr.  Crewe's  bill  has  difqualifiedl 
the  aftual  holders  of  places,  it  has  become  nc- 
ceffary  to  make  fome  fmall  addition  to  the  for- 
mer number;  this  addition  has  principally  con- 
fifted  of  the  ne^r  relations  and  dependants  of  the 
former  freeman. 

Another  common  mode  of  binding  the  lower 
clafs  of  freemen  to  their  good  behaviour,  is,  by 
lending  them  fmall  fums  of  money  on  bond^ 
which,  fo  long  as  they  condua  themfelves  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  their  fuperior,  are  never  enforced* 
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•  Ik  the  year  1685,  when  Charles  II.  was  me- 
ditating  the  deftruftion  of  every  chartered  and 
corporate  body  in  the  kingdom,  by  the  king's 
fpecial  command,  all  the  general  charters  of  the 
Ports,  and  mod  of  the  private  charters  of  each 
particular  town,  were  furrendered  up  to  Colonel 
Strode,  the  governor  of  Dover  Caftle,  which 
were  never  ^fter  returned.  Many  of  the  cut- 
nimj^ls  of  the  Port  towns  hav^  of  late  years  been 
purpofely  deftroyed,  or  put  out  of  the  way ;  as 
they  WQuld  otherwife  have  clearly  (hewn  (if  fuf- 
fered  to  be  brought  into  day)  that,  in  almoft  all 
ijf  iheprt,  their  prefent  government  is  a  dired: 
violation  of,  and  a  grofs  and  fcandalous  ufurpa^ 
tion  upon,  their  original  and  real  conftitutions; 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  4fe  de- 
frauded and  cheated  out  of  their  juft  rights;  and 
fhat  the  privileges  of  the  many  are  bartered 
away,  to  enable  a  corrupt  and  profligate  junto, 
in  each  place,  to  prey  upon  the  vitals  of  the  pub-. 
]ic,  and  to  fatten  on  its  ipoil. 

Of  the  deftrudlion  qf  charters  and  cuftumal? 
|ve  fliall  fay  jnore^  when  we  treat  of  pach  place 
jndivjdually, 

7n^ 
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The  firft  returns  of  members  of  parilameni 
for  the  Cinque  Ports  (Seaford  excepted,  which 
jvas  never  originally  confidcred  as  a  member  of 
any  of  the  five,  viz.  Haftings,  Dover,  Sandwich^ 
Hythc,  ajid  Romney),  was,  anno  42  Edward  III. 
Haftings,  Rye,  Winchelfca,  and  Seaford,  are  ia 
the  county  of  Suflex ;  and  the  other  four,  viz. 
Dover,  Sandwich,  Hythc,  and  Romney,  are  iq, 
jhe  county  of  Kpnt. 

Having  thu«  given  the  above  very  fummary 
:|CCount  of  the  Cinque  Ports  in  general,  we  pro- 
ceed to  treat  more  particularly  of  the  peculiar 
'jcorruptiop  and  mal-pra.3iccs  prevailing  in  each 
place  individually;  but  before  we  enter  upon 
this  hiftory,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inform 
our  readers,  that  the  author  having  refidi^d  for  4 
conliderable  length  of  time  amopg  the  Suiicz 
Ports,  and  having  been  indefatigable  in  his  en- 
quiries into  their  abufes,  hq  is  enabled,  from  his 
own  perfonal  obfervation,  to  enter  more  minutely 
into  the  pradices  of  corruption  in  thcfc  places, 
^an  in  moft  of  the  others. 


HASTINGS. 
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HASTINGS, 

Before  the  paffing  of  Mn  Crewe's  bill^ 

I  |he  appointment  of  the  reprefentative  in*  parlia«^ 
inent  for  this  town  waf  wholly  in  the  Trcafury; 
the  number  of  voters  was  ufualljr  about  twenty, 
(he  whole  of  whom  had  places  under,  or  va^rc 
ptherwift  provided  for,  by  government.  The 
panagement  and  condi|(9:  of  this  faithful,  and 
wcU-difciplined  corps  pf  trcafury  auxiliaries, 
yras,  for  a  long  feries  of  years,  vefted  in  Mr. 
Collier,  M'ho,  in  ^his  fituation,  acquired  a  very 
princely  fortune,  whereby  he  was  enabled  to 

,  provide  for  five  co-heireffes,  his  daughters,  in  a 
yery  handfome  manner*    Upon  his  death,  Mr. 

/Edward  Mil  ward  (who  had  married  a  Mils 
Collier)  fucceeded  to  this  poft  of  agent  to  the 
freafury,  an4>  by  way  of  cojppenf^i^  for  the 

,  proper  difcharge  pf  bis  elcaion  duties,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  very  lucrative  office  of /urvey$r 
general  of  the  riding  officers  i  from  which  poft, 
^bouc  J  five  years  ago,  he  was  removed  by  the 

board 
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board  of  cuftoms,  notwithftanding  the  whole 
intereft  and  influence  of  the  treafury  was  exerted 
to  prevent  his  being  difplaced^ 

That  this  oppolition  between  two  fuch  great 
powers  may  not  appear  ftrange  to  our  readers, 
we  think  it  neceflary  to  inform  them,  that  at  this 
time  the  board  of  cuftoms  (owing  to  a  change  in 
adminiftration)  were  in  oppolition  to  the  lords  of 
the  treafury;  moft  of  the  commiflioners,  having 
been  appointed  under  former  adminiftrations, 
felt  no  very  great  afFeClion  for  the  prefent.  Mr. 
Henry  Pelham,  and  Mr.  Papillon,  however,  hav- 
ing fince  been  prevailed  on  to  retire,  the  treafury 
have  now  regained  the  favourable  opinion  of  that 
9flice, 

This  lofs  was,  however,  made  up  to  Milward^ 
by  the  appointment  of  his  fon  to  the  office  of  de- 
puty comptroller  of  excife,  who,  on  coming  of 
age,  was  made  a  jurat;  but  it  was  judged  cxpe* 
dient  to  unite,  alfo,  in  his  perfon,  in  addition,  the 
more  lucrative  office  of  town  clerk ;  acconlingly^ 
Mr.  Thatcher,  the  old  town  clerk,  was  t-urned 
out  of  his  place,  to  make  room  for  this  young 
gentleman.  A  trial  in  the  court  of  King'«  Bench, 

between 
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between  thefe  two  competitors  for  bSice,  was 
the  confequence;  when  it  was  determined  *,  that 
a  jurat  of  the  corporation  of  Haftings  might  be 
eleded  town  clerk;  but  that  the  two  offices 
are  incompatible,  and  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
latter,  though  an  inferior  office,  will  vacate  the 
former.— He  has  fince  rcfigned.  the  office  of 
town  clerk,  on  getting  his  more  valuable  place 
in  theexcife,  and  is  now  again  a  jurat;  thefe 
two  places,  it  is  prefumed,  not  being  incom^ 
patible. 

It  would  be  very  difficult  to  pronounce  whe- 
ther, at  this  time,  the  treafuiy,  or  Mr.  Milward's 
intereft  in  this  borough,  be  the  fuperior;  in- 
deed, this  point  is  not  likely  to  be  brought  to  a 
very  fpeedy  determination,  as  this  gentleman 
invariably  fides  with  the  minifter  for  the  time 
being,  whofe  appointees  he  returns  to  parlia- 
ment upon  very  moderate  terms  and  conditions, 
without  making  any  inquiry  as  to  their  capacity, 
orfitnefs  for  that  fituation.  In  fad,  the  only 
indifpenfible  requifite  is,  an  ability  and  difpofi- 
tion  to  fay  yea  and  nay,  according  to  the  man- 
date of  the  minifter. 

•  Krft  Term  Reports,  Dumford  and  Eafl. 

At 
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eSofs,  in  a  ikte  of  paffivc 

.n-rcfiftaftce ;   but  if,  at  any 

venture  to  give  iht  fmalleflf 

inclinaticwt  to  an  indepemfencd 

fentimcnt,  a  payment  of  their 

;,  and  a  prifon  the  certain  confe- 

vAlleft  delay. 

led  eleftloHy   between  eolonel 

Mr.  Grey,  in  1689,  the  number 

1,  was  67 ;  in  1698,  between  Mr- 

1 .  Gott,  70.     In  1690,  a  petitidn 

linns,  Efq.  was  delivered  to  the 

. mens,  fhewing,  that  the  petitioner 

'  .:d  one  of  the  barons  of  this  port, 

)   have  been  returned;  but  John 

iq.  governor  of  Dover  Caftle,  who 

i  liave  a  power  over  the  feveral 

s,  wrote  feveral  mandatory  lettera 

IS,    and  returning  orficers  of  the 

,  requiring  them  not  to  engage  their 

particular  perfon,  for  that  his  ma^ 

:c commend  to  them  fuch  perfons  as 

ink  convenient  for  them  to  choofe; 

cral  menaces  and  threats,  procured 

r  the  eledors  to  vote  for  him  to  ferve 

in 
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At  prefenf^  thewhc4^  pati^nag^  of  govefft^ 

liient^  in  chis  place>  k  in  the  hamb  <^Mr.  Mtl^ 

irard»  who  difpofes  of  the  various  places  as  he 

xnagmet  will  be  moft  condaeive  to  the  ccmimefi 

iotereft  of  himfelf  and  the  treafurjr^    Since  Mr. 

Crewe's  bill>  it  has  been  neceflsuy  to  keep  up  a 

certain  number  of  freemen  (juft  enough  to  go 

through  the  farce,  and  to  perform  the  various 

ceremonies^  of  an  eledion)  who  do  not  oflren^ 

fibly  hold  any  place  or  poft  under  government, 

Thcfe,  however,    do  not   go  unprovided  fori 

they  are,  as  of  courfe,  quartered  on  fuch  of  their 

brother  freemen  as  are  in  poileflion  of  the  more 

lucrative   fituations;    others,  rather    than    )ofe 

their  franchjfes  by  the  operation  of  that  bill, 

lave  given  up  their  places  to  their  fons,  and 

other  near  relations ;  by  which  meafure  the  free-^ 

man  prcferves  his  vote^  and  the  treafury  its  in^ 

fluence. 

Whatever  perfonal  intercft  Mr.  Milward 
may  have  at  this  place,  apart  from,  and  inde^ 
pendent  of,  the  treafury,  is  obtained  and, pre* 
ferved,  by  lending  fmall  fums  of  money,  on 
bond,  to  the  more  indigent  freemen ;  which  ob- 
ligations are  never  meant  to  be  enforced,  fo  long 

as 
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is  they  are,  as  deaors,  in  a  (fate  of  paffivc 
^<klience.and  non-refKbaftee ;  but  if,  at  any 
tim^,  they  (houtd  venture  to  give  tlie  fmalleflf 
ifidicatioii  ^f  an  inclitmian  to  an  indepencfencd 
of  opinion  and  fcntiment,  a  payment  of  their 
debts  is  required,  and  a  prifon  the  certain  confe- 
quence  of  the  fmalleft  delay. 

In  a  contefted  eleQion,  between  eolonet 
Beaumont  and  Mr.  Grey,  in  16S9,  the  number 
of  voters  polled,  was  67 ;  in  1698,  between  Mr- 
Auften  and  Mr.  Gott,  70.  In  1690,  a  petition 
of  Robert  Munns,  Efq.  was  delivered  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  fhewing,  that  the  petitioner 
was  duly  elefted  one  of  the  barons  of  this  port, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned;  but  John 
Beaumont,  Efq.  governor  of  Dover  Caftle,  who 
pretended  to  have  a  power  over  the  feveral 
Cinque  Ports,  wrote  feveral  mandatory  letters 
to  the  mayors,  and  returning  ofibcers  of  the 
■  Cinque  Ports,  requiring  them  not  to  engage  their 
votes  for  any  particular  perfon,  for  that  his  ma- 
jefty  would  recommend  to  them  fuch  perfons  as 
he  fhould  think  convenient  for  them  to  choofe; 
and,  by  feveral  menaces  and  threats,  procured 
a  majority  of  the  eledors  to  vote  for  him  to  ferve 

in 
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in  parliament  for  the  Port  of  Haftings^  and  pre- 
vailed on  the  mayor  to  return  him,  thousb^net 
.legally  elefted,  to  the  prqiudice  of  the  peti- 
tioner J  which  petition  was  referred  to  a  coin« 
mittee  to  report  upon,  &€♦ 

We  make  no  comment  on  the  above,  but 
leave  the  reader  to  form  his  judgment  of  the  pu- 
rity of  this  borough  from  a  naked  flatement 
of  fads ;  and  we  will  venture  to  aflert,  fince  the 
lime  of  this  petition,  that  it  is  in  no  way  amend- 
ed; but  this  by  way  of  fample.  From  the  evi- 
dence, on  the  trial  of  the  mandamus,  brought 
by  H.  Moore,  againft  the  mayor  and  jurats  of 
this  town,  it  appears,  that  the  right  to  the  elec- 
tive franchife  in  this  place,  according  to  its 
true  conftitution,  and  according  to  the  cuftumal 
then  produced,  is  as  follows: 

In  1736,  a  writ  of  mandamus  was  brought  by 
Henry  Moore,  to  require  the  mayor,  jurats,  and 
commonalty  of  the  town  and  Port  of  Haftings,  to 
admit  him  into  the  place  and  office  of  one  of  the 
freemen  of  that  town;  and  the  writ  fets  forth, 
that  he  is  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  freeman,  born  with- 
in the  town,  after  the  admiifion  and  fY^earipg  of 

his 
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KU  £ulfer  ittto  ibfe  place  add  office  of  one  of  the 
btama  of  the  fiud  tpwn  and  Ports  and  thai  he 
has  a  right,  in  rtfycGt  thereof^  andalfo  upon 
paying  a  reaibnaUe  fine^  to  be  admitted  into  the 
place .  and.office  of  oneof  the  freemen  of  the  (aid 
towft  and  Port. 

The  above  -was  the  matter  at  ifliie  for  the 

Loud  HaiUDriricRa,  'who  uras  then  the  lord 
chief  juftice  of  the  court  of  king's  bencfa^  iil 
fumming  up  the  evidence^  faid  to  the  jury ; 

^  The  point  infilled  on  by  the  plaintifi^coun- 
fel»  and  the  firft  thrngprodnced^  to  be  confiklered 
by  you^  is  a  book^  in  which  is  an  ancient  entrf 
of  the  cuftumal  of  the  Five  Ports  and  their  mem« 
bers,  the  time  whereof  the  memory  of  man  U  not  • 
to  the  contrary. 

^^  The  evidence  relied  on  for  the  ptaintiff  is 
thiS|  ^  concerning  the.  making  of  freemen^  &c. 
•«  as  Hated,'* 

VouIII.  c   '  «  After 
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'<  Aft£r  reading  there  entries^  the  counfiel 
for  t!he  defendants  objeded^  that  this  was  not  -a 
particular  cuftumal  of  Hafttngs,  and  therefore 
not  fo  conclufive.  But  Haftings,  in  the  man-* 
damus,  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  Five  Ports,  "  They 
•*  have  given  evidence  of  three  diflPerent  Ipecies 
^1  of  perfons  admitted  under  this  right/* 

«  Th£  firft  is,  where  perfons  were  admitted 
as  eldeft  fons  of  freemen,  born  within  the  bo. 
rbugh,  and  after  the  fwearing  and  admiffion  of 
the  father* 

^  The  next  is,  where  admiffion  has  been  of 
eldeft^fons,  bom  within  the  borough,  but  it  does 
not  appear,  whether  before  or  after  the  admif- 
fion of  the  father*     And, 

^  The  third  fpecies  of  perfons,  who  were  ad* 
mitted  as  the  fons  of  freemen  in  general  f  but 
they  have  not  ihewn  that  they  were  bom  im  the 
town,  or  after  the  father*s  freedom.  ' 

•*  Fim  the  defendants,  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  infift,  there  is  no  right  at  all  to  free- 
doms in  tjiis  borough^  but  that  all  admiffionsde- 
^  pend 
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pend  upon  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  mayor 
and  jurats  ^  that  they  may  admit  or  refufe>  ^ 
ftranger  or  a  fon,  juft  as  they  pleafe.  And  they 
infift^  that  if  there  be  fuch  a  rights  that  it  is  re« 
ftrained  by  thefis  two  qualification^  of  being  bom 
in  the  toy/n,  and  after  the  fwearing  and  admf-* 
fion  of  the  father. 

*'And  another  qualification  infifted  on  by 
the  defendants  is,  that  he  fliould  be  refiant  with-r 
in  the  borough. 

*•  Gentlemen^  the  matter  of  law  which  will 
arife^  if  you  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  fuch  a 
cuftom^  will  be,  whether  the  fine  be  a  reafonabld 
fine,  as  the  plaintiff  has  laid  it^  or  whether  thu 
is  a  certain  fine  of  6s.  8d.  ? 

*^  The  firft  evidence  that  has  been  produced 
for  the  defendants,  is  an  old  book,  in  which  there' 
are  entries  of  an  old  cuftumal,  and  a  bye-law^ 
dated  the  lath  of  April,  15  Elizabeth,  by  which 
it  is  decreed,  «  That  if  any  freeman,  now, 
^*  or  at  any  time  hereafter,  an  inhabitant  of  this 
**  town,^  fhall  depart  or  dwell  out  of  the  town, 
^  by  the  fpace  of  a  year  and  a  day,  he  or  they, 

c  9  ^  fti 
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<<  fo  dwelling  out  of  the  town>  Qiall  lofe  bii  Of 
«*  their  freccjom  for  even"  I  own  I  do  iiot 
know  fo  extraordinary  a  cuftom  any  ^vhere,  for 
a  man  to  have  a  ri^ht  to  be  admitted  a  freeman 
who  waa  not  rcfident^  and  yet  the  coiporatioii 
could  disfranchife  a  man  for  non-rcfidence. 

**  But  this  bye-law  will  not  be  of  much  woght 
one  way  or  the  other.  It  only  (hews  the  9&  of  the 
corporation^  to  disfranchife  any  pcrfoa  that  g oea 
out  of  the  borough. 

^<  They  have  alfo  produced^  for  the  defen- 
dantSp  another  book>  in  which»  they  fay,  is  coo* 
tained  the  ufage  of  Haftings^  time  out  of  mind, 
aftd  they  have  read  out  of  it  an  entry,  in  old 
French ;  the  purport  of  which  is,  •*  That  if  a  fo- 
*'  reigner  refides  in  Haftings  a  year  and  a  day, 
**  be  may  come  before  the  bailiff  and  jurats^  and 
*^  be  admitted  to  the  freedom,  upon  taking  «iK 
•*  oath.**  The  witocfs  who  read  thi%  fwore,  diat 
there  was  no  other  evidence  in  the  book,  itlai« 
ing  to  the  making  of  fireemen. 

**  Thky  read  this  to  (hew,  that  there  is  no  right 
of  freedom  at  all  in  this  borough,  if  a  ftranger» 

who 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BASTINGS.  37 

frho  has  lived  in  the  town  a  year  and  a  day,  niay 
come  before  the  bailiff  and  jurats^  and  they  may 
admit  him^  upon  takirt^  an  oath. 

**  The  next  evidence  the  defendants  have  pro* 
duced^isfram  entries  of  admiffion  of  the  fons 
df  freemen^  without  mentioning  that  they  were 
eidier  eldeft  or  youngeft  fohs ;  and  they  onty 
fliev^,  that  the  tkdt  is»  that  other  fons,  as  well  as 
eMeft  fons,  have  been  admitted  for  a  fine  of 
6s.  8d. 

*•  It  will  be  proper,  therefore,  for  you,  gentle- 
tneot  ^  confider, 

^^  First,  If  you  believe,  on  the  evidence,  that 
there  is  no  right  in  the  fon  of  any  Ireenlsui  to 
demand  his  fieedom  of  the  iiiayor  and  jurau,  but 
tbM  all  depends  on  their  pleafure  i  but,  if  you 
bdieve  that  there  is  a  right  in  the  fon  of  a  free-, 
man,  aad  that  the  mayor  and  jurats  cannot  deny 
him  his  freedom,  then  ycHiwilioOnfider,whetlier 
the  two  qualifications,  of  being  born  in  the 
borough,  after  the  freedom  of  the  father,  are 
p6ceflary  or  no  ? 

c  3  ''  If 
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**  If  you  believe  they  are  not  necel&rjr^  but 
that,  whether  he  be  born  in  or  out  of  the  bo- 
rough, or  before  or  after  he  was  made  free, 
makes  no  difference ;  in  that  cafe  you  muft  find 
for  the  defendants. 

**  But  if  you  believe  a  right  in  the  fons  of 
freemen,  and  that  bei;)g  born  in  the  borough^ 
and  after  the  father -a  freedom,  are  eifential,  then 
you  will  confider  the  matter  of  refiance. 

•*  And,  if  you  believe  refiance  not  neccflary, 
then  you  muft  find  a  verdid  for  the  plaintiff. 

^  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  believe  being 
born  in  the  borough,  and  after  the  father's  free-^ 
dom,  are  not  neceflary ;  or,  if  necellary,  that  it 
is  equally  neceffary  that  the  perfons  fhould  be 
refiant,  then  you  muft  find  a  verdiQ  for  the  de« 
lendants." 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Foreman.  *'  We  find  that  the  eldeft  fon  of 
a  freeman,  born  within  the  borough  after  his 
father's  freedom,  has  a  right.'* 

Lord 
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.  -Loud  Hardwicre.  .  *^  What  do  yoa  find  as 
lo  the  commoffancy  ?" 

FoRBMAic. :.  ^  My  Iord>  we  find  refidence  not 
neceflary ;  and  that  the  eldeft  fon^  born  within 
the  borough  after  his  father's  freedom,  has  a 
right,  upon  paying  a  cuftomary  fine/'      * 

Lord  Hardwicke.  «•  What  do  you  find  the 
fine  ?•' 

Foreman.  "  We  find  the  fine  to  be  6s.  8d. 
and  that  that  is  reafonable/' 

Lord  Hardwicke.  **  That  point  of  the  rea» 
fonable  fine  muft  be  faved  for  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  and  let  the  pofiea  ftay." 

We  fhould  here  obferve,  that  Moor^  was  com* 
pletely  fuccefsful  upon  this  occafion.  It  is  true» 
that  he  claimed  his  freedom  merely  as  an  eldeft 
fon ;  but  the  fame  evidence  by  which  he  availed 
himfelf,  went  the  full  length  of  eftablilhing  the 
right  of  every  other  fon  of  a  freeman  to  his 
freedom* 

C3  Th« 


Digitized  by  VJOOQIC 


Tub  Vkardifti  given  by  tke  y^ry  q^a  Ais  4>e. 
Cftfion,  came  under  the  review  <>f  die  <:ottrt  of 
king't^btncb^  as  appears  from  Strangers  Re- 
per u^  i07Q»  whicbj  aftfer  foltmii  atgwMtt^  vas 
confirmed  by  the  unammous  det6rBunation^»4 
lanfkion  of  Uie  judgeUr 

WEwiibi  in  a  very  particular  mannertto  draw 
the  attention  of  the  reader  to  this  very  important 
trial,  as  it  not  only  clearly  and  fatisfadlorily  de-^ 
monftrates  what  was  originally,  and  what  ought 
lUU  tQ  be»the  conftitution  of  Haftings,  but  throws 
great  light  upon  the  true  conftitution  of  the  reft 
oi  the  Cinque  Ports,  notwith (landing  the  ufur* 
pations  and  corruptions  which,  in  thefe  latter 
days^  prevail,  more  or  Icfs,  in  all  of  them. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  Seaford  contefts,  it  be* 
came  important  to  fome  of  tbe  parties  to  iufpcEt 
this  cuftumal ;  and  a  rule  was  accordingly  ob«» 
tained  from  the  court  of  king's  bench  for  dial 
purpofe ;  but  lo  I  it  was  miffing,  and  not  to  be 
found  I  Through  fear  that  fome  future  claimant 
of  a  freedom  (bould  attenipt  to  acccompltib  and 
perfed  what  Moore  left  unfdone,  it.  was  thought 

expedient 
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ext^cdtent  »  commit'  ^s  highlf  important  ind 
venerable  record  tb  the  'fl«imes.  Ait,  norwitlU 
{landing  this  deftruftion  of  it  by  fire,  we  caa^ 
gratulate  the  public,  that  the  mofl  Material  atHi 
confeqixental  part  of  it  has  been  pr^reivetl  in  the 
State  Trials,  by  reafon  of  the  tnandamua  broaghi 
by  Moore.  Of  which  caftumal  Jeake  tnakei 
mention,  page  35  and  123. 

By  thelaft  determination  of  the  houfe  of  corn** 

nions,  which  took  place  in  the  year  1698,  it  ap* 

pears,  that  the  righ't  of  eleftion  of  members  of 

parliament  for  the  Port  of  Haftings^  is  in  the 

mayor,  jurats,  and  freemen,  rcfident,  and  not 

receiving  alms.    But  here  arifes  a  very  impor^ 

tgnt  queftion,  which  is,  who  are  entitled  to  be 

freemen  ?  Mr.  Milward  contends,  that  only  the 

firft  born,  Ton  of  a  freeman,  and  fuch  as  are  an« 

nually  nominated  by  the  mayor;  we  have  very 

little  fcruple  to  fay,  that  if  this  queftion  fhould 

ever   be  fairly  brought   before    an  impartial 

committee  of  tbehoafeof  commons,  we  have 

po  doubt  but  ibaft  the  datermin^on  would  be^ 

that  the  right  of  freedom  is  according  to  the 

«ilftttipdl  above  fa  oia, 

GovERBr* 
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GoyiRNMiNT  have  at  this  place  a  cafiom^ 
Boufe  ;  a  cuftom^houfe  boat^  under  pretence  of 
vatchiog  the  fmngglers^  the  crew  of  which  are  all 
landmen^  but  taken  from  amongft  the  freemen  i 
an. Ordnance  fort^of  no  utility  whatever;  and' 
an  eftablifliment  of  twelve  riding  oSBcers;  be* 
fides  the  .ufual  retainers  of  the  excife  and  of  the 
poft  office. 

A  COMPLAINT  was  exhibited  to  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  cuftoms  againft  the  patrons  of  this 
borough^  by  the  town-clerk,  in  1787,  for  quar* 
tering  freemen^  at  five,  ten,  and  twenty  pounds 
a  year  each,  upon  the  revenue  officers  of  this 
port;  in  which  complaint  were  fpecifically  men. 
tioned  the   names  of  fievins.  Hide,  Meadow^ 
Bourne,  and  others,  who  had  paid  fuch  fums.    A 
c<^y  of  this  memorial  is  now  in  our  hands,  which 
we  will  take  good  care  o(^  as  it  may  hereafter^ 
in  common  with  fimilar  proofs  in  our  pofleffion^^ 
be  a  fubje&  of  more  ferious  enquiry. 

Wb  muft  not  omit  to  add,  that  it  was  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  complaint,  that  the  elder  Mr. 
Mflward  was  deprived  of,  his  place  of  furveyor- 
general  of  the  riding  officers  by  the  board  of 
coftoms* 

A   LIST 
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A       LIST 

OF  THE  WHOLE  BODY  OF  ELECTORS 
OF    H  A  S^r  I  NG  S, 

Taken  the  twcnty-Jifth  day  of  April,  1792; 
many  of  whom  have  finall  places  in  the  Cufloms, 
Excife^  and  Ordnance^  which  it  is  unnecellary  to 
Ipccify. 


M  A  y  o  Ry 
Mr.  Edward  Milward. 

.DEPUTY     MAYOR^ 

Mr.  Edward  Mil  ward,  Deputy  ControUv  of 
ExcifCj^  reiides  in  London. 

JURATS. 

%  Rev.  William  Hicks  Coppard. 

Thomas  Evitt,  coUedor  of  the  cuItoms» 

John  Stevens,  officer  of  ditto. 

John  Thatcher,  a  fuperannuated  officer^ 

John  Crouch,  ditto. 

Thomas  Crouch. 

Lovell  Crouch. 

Ioh» 
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John  Goldfwoithy  Shorter^ 
Walter  Crouch. 
William  PolhilU 

F  R  £  £  M  E  K« 

J  John  9aigcnt.  ^ 

Honourable  General.  James  Murray,  Milward'« 
6rother4|i.law  and  friend. 

Robert  Me^ow^  fen.  a  fuperannuatedboat-of^ 
ficcr. 

William  Lintott. 

J. Henry  Sargent. 
-  Thomas  Morfee^  relation  of fMUward. 

John  Thatcher. 

X  Rev*  William  Coppard. 

William  Scrivfens,  tenant  of  Milward. 

Alexander  Godfrey,  a  prifoner  iij  the  king's 
bencb^  at  the  fuit  of  Milward. 

John  Weatherman,    . 

Robert  Thatcher^  a  riding^officcr  of  the  cuf^ 
toms. 

Jofeph  Edward?. 

Robert  Meadow,  jun. 

Edward  Evitt,  purfer  of  the  Leopard  man  of 
War,  now  lying  at  Woolwich, 

John  Williams, 

John  Hide. 
**  '  -  Spencer 
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%)encerKent» 

Jofeph  Diplock# 

Richard  Ball. 

Thomas  Maimington.  ^^ 

Nathaniel  Crouch>  a  bomb-bailifT. 

Richard  Edwardb^  fen* 

Thomas  Hide. 

Thomas  Godley. 

Robert  Ball. 

X  Stephen  Penighr. 

Charles  Stevens  Crouch. 

Benjamin  Boflbm. 

Richard  Edwards>  jun. 

John  Williams,  jun. 

l%ofe  with  dut  muk  (»  sec  in  oppofition  to  Afilwitd;  hot 
the  iminerous  family  of  the  Croach'c  ate  all  his  imnediatc  de» 
peadaitts. 

Ancient  Stats. 
Hastings  is  fuppofed  to  have  derived  its 
name  frcnn  one  Haftings,  a  Dmilh  pirate, 
who  built  a  fmall  fort  on  his  landing  here, 
in  order  to  cover  his  men,  and  fecure  his 
retreat,  after  he  had  pillaged  the  country.  It  is 
one  of  the  chief  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  is  fo 
ancient,  that  in  the  year  394.it  had  a  mint. 
Here  it  was  that  William  the  Conqueror  mufter^ 

ed 
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cd  his  army^  after  he  had  burnt  his  ihips^  bein^ 
determined,  as  fome  have  faid,  to  conquer  or 
perifh  in  the  attempt ;  but  others  fuppofe  ic 
was  done,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  di- 
vide his  army,  which  muft  have  been  the  cafe, 
had  he  preferved  his  ihips.  This  port  had  char-^ 
terg  from  Edward  the  Confcffor,  William  !• 
Hen.  II.  Rich.  I.  Hen.  III.  Edw.  I.  and  Char.  II. 
but  it  was  burnt  by  the  French  in  the  reign  of 
'Rich.  11.  after  having  been  plundered  by  them. 

The  harbour  of  Haftings,  which  was  former- 
ly famous,  and  from  which  the  town  was^  obliged 
to  furnilh  the  king  with  twenty  fhips  for  any  na- 
val expedition,  is  now  a  poor  road  for  fmall  veC 
fcls,  it  having  been  ruined  by  the  ftorms  which, 
iix)m  time  to  time,  have  been  fo  fatal  to  the 
neighbouring  ports  of  Rye  and  Winchclfea;  and 
it  ftill  continues  a  very  indifferent  one,  though 
great  fums  have  been  laid  out  in  order  to  reco- 
ver it.  < 

Corporation. 

Br  charter  of  queen  Elizabeth,  it  conlifls 
of  a  mayor,  recorder,  and  twelve  jurats*    The 

cor- 
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corporation  is  exempted  from  toll,  and  has  the 
power  of  holding  courts  of  judicature  in  capital 
cafes. 

Right  of  election. 

1698, 30th  January.  Is  in  the  mayor,  jurats; 
and  freentteo,  refident  and  not  receiving  alms^ 
#nly. 

Number  op  voteM; 
Twelve. 

Returning  officer; 
The  Mayor« 

Patron. 
The  Titafury. 


DOVER. 
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DOVER. 

PbLiTicAL  Character. 

1  HIS  town  is  properly  called  the  capital  of  the 
Cinque  Ports^  and  flands  in  nearly  the  fame 
fituation^  with  refpcfi  to  the  othen^  as  the  chief 
town  of  a  county  does  with  thofe  of  left  note  i 
the  lord  warden's  court  being  held  here,  and  the 
caftle  being  ufed  as  the  prifon  of  all  the  Ports. 

The  right  iof  freedom  is  the  fame  here  as  de-«^ 

Icribed  in  the  cuftumal  of  Mailings^  with  the 

addition  of  its  extending  to  the  hufbandsof  free* 

tnefTs  daughters^  as  well  as  tothe  fons  of  freemen} 

fieeholders  are  alfo  entitled  to  the  eledive  fianchife 

in  this  place ;  which  privilege  is  at  this  day  ir«< 

tained  here  only ;  iX  the  other  ports  it  has  long 

fince,  by  corrupt  contrivances  andpra£lices^  been 

ftifled.    The  number  of  voters  being  upwards  of 

tifelve  hundred^  they  cannot  all  be  provided  for  out 

of  finecure  places,  and  revenue  officers,  as  in  moft 

of  the  other  Ports;  neverthelefs,  government  ob« 

tains  fuch  a  degree  of  influence  from  the  ca& 

tom^houfe,  packet-boats,  military  and  naval  ap« 

pointments^  &c.  as  always  to  nominate  one  of 

the  members  -,  the  other  is  ufually  a  gentleman 

in  oppofition. 

4  MRr 
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Mr.  Trbvanion,  w^iq  was  firft  introduced  to 
the  elcdlors  of  this  town  by  the  celebrated  Charles 
Churchill,  in  the  days  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  popula- 
rity, has  continued  in  his  fituation  as  member 
for  this  port,  in  oppofition  to  all  the  influence  of 
fucceedingadminiftrations  (with  only  one  excep- 
tion, which  was  in  the  year  1784),  till  the  pre- 
fect time. 

This  town  was  formerly  of  infinitely  more 
impprtapcc  than  at  prefcnt,  the  caftle  having 
been  confidered  as  the  key  to  the  kingdom.  In 
its  profperity  It  had  twenty-one  wards^  each  of 
which  furnifhed  a  Ihip  for  the  feryice  of  the  na- 
tion, and  maintained  it  forty  days,  at  the  expence 
of  the  inhabitants.  It  had  likewife  feven  chur^ 
che3,  though  thejrc  are  now  pnly  two  remaining. 
It  is  ftill,  however,  a  Jarge  tQwn,  and  not  like  the 
decayed  villages  of  Winchelfea  and  Seaford,  a 
burlefque  upon  the  exefcif?  pf  l^giflafiye  jnd  ju* 
flicial  powers.  ^ 

Ancient  State. 

Dover,  which  is  fituated  ten  miles  to  thiJ 
fouth-eaft  of  Deal,  is  fuppofed  to  derive  its  name 
from  Difyrrha,  which,  in  the  Britilh  tongue, 
fignifies  a  ftecp  place,  whence  it  was  palled  by 

Vol.  III.  .  d  the 
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the  Saxons  Dofra,  and  by  Antoninus^  in  his 
Itinerary,  Dubris.  It  C^ands  in  a  great  valley^ 
under  a  rarigc  of  chalky  cliffs,  which  form  a  kind 
of  bay  or  harbbur,  the  only  place  about'tHis^  coaft 
where  the  water  is  admitted  within  the  cliffsl*  '  * 

The  pier,  which  forms  the  harbour  of  Dover, 
on  which  king  Henry  VIII.'  expended  8o,oool; 
\v.as  begun  in  the  year  1533.     The  harbour, 
\vhich  has  fince  Heen  fepailrecf  and  altered,  till  it 
was  brought  to  its  prefent  ftate,'  has  for  its  fup-1 
port  certain  Cuftomiry  duties  on  all  goods '  ex- 
ported br  iniported.     On ''the  Tumniiit  of  the 
cliff  are  the  remains  of  a  caftle,  faid '  to  have 
been  begiih  by  Julius  CaefarV  and  finifhed'by 
Claudius,  the  walls  of  which  are  ftill  ftahdingi 
though  moft  of  the  works  are  deftroyecj.     This 
caftle  was  takdn  by  William  the  Concl^ueror  in 
1067 ;  and,*  on  its  being  befieged  by  king  Ste-. 
phen's  queen,  the  governor  furrendcred  it.  '"In 
J  228,  it  was  delivered  up  to  Philip,  earl  of  Flan- 
ders ;  but  after  his  departure  king  Henry  III. 
granted  it  to  HubcrtdC' Burgh,  carl  of  Kent.* 
....  '.,.    -  .\  .^    ,  .  .  .  . 

When  the  lord  warden  is  well  with  govern- 
ment, both  thd  members  bf  this  town  are  mini- 
/     .   .  ..v..        ...    ftcrialiftsr 
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fterialifls ;  but  whenever  (as  at  this  time)  that 
great  officer  chances  to  be  in  oppofition,  the 
admiralty  does  not  afFedt  to  control  more  than 
one  of  the  feats,  owing  to  the  freemen  being 
more  numerous  here  than  at  the  other  Ports. 
Though  the  mafs  of  government  influence  is 
jcnormous,  this  place  cannot  be  confidcrcd  as  in  a 
complete  ftate  of  fubjugation  to  miniftry.  We 
ftiall  content  ourfelves,  therefore,  with  dating  a 
part  only  of  the  patronage  of  government.  Here 
are  fix  regular  packets,  befidcs  bye-boats,  the  of- 
ficer? and  crew  of  which  are  all  voters ;  two  cuf- 
tom-houfe  cutters,  three  cuflom-houfe  boats,  and 
two  fmall  veflbls,  called  hovelers  or  luggers ;  a 
cuftom-houfe,  with  a  very  numerous  train  of  re- 
tainers; ten  riding  pfficers;  the  caftlc;  and  two 
forts.  The  harbpuf  with  §n  income  of  10,000 1. 
a  year,  which  from  the  beginning  was,  and  ftill 
is,  a  mere  job,  An  immenfe  extent  pf  fortifica- 
tion, which  the  mafter-general  of  the  ordnance 
is  creding,  for  np  other  purpofe  than  that  of 
ftrengthening  the  hands  of  government, 

Tiiis  place  was,  by  the  Engjifh^  as  well  as 
foreigners,  called  the  Lock  and  J^ey  of  England, 
and  was  of  fuch  importance,  that,  \ylien  the  Dau^ 

d  2  pbia 
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phih  6f  France  was  afliilrng  king  J6hn  ag«jfrf| 
the  barcms,  the  French  king»  enquiring  wheie 
his  fon  was,  and  being  anfwered,  at  Stamford  i 
he  replied,  what!  ha«  he  riot  gqt  Dover  caftlcB 
when  being  anfwered  in  the  negative,  '*  Then, 
f*  faid  he,  by  the  arm  of  St.  James,  itijr  fon  ba^ 
5*  not  one  foot  in  Engl^md,  •'  This  noble  and 
memorable  fortrefs,  which  has  feveral  time^ 
laved  the  kingdom  from  conqueft  or  flavery,  i^ 
now  become  the  prey  of  th?  people  to  whom  it 
belongs. 

In  time  qf  peace,  the  packet-boats,  pading 
between  this  town,  and  Calais  in  France,  ^e  fta-. 
tioned  here ;  and  here  the  lord  warden  of  the 
Cinque  Pprts  is  fworn  into  his  office.  He  can  at 
this  place  comipand  about  30  votes. 

Corporation. 

It  is  govcrnc4  by  a  mayor,  twelve  jurats,  and 
thirty-fix  common  cpuncilmen. 

Right  pF  Election. 

1623,  24  March.  Is  in  the  freemen,  and  free 
burgefles,  inhabitants  of  Dovpr.  Every  fon  of  ^ 
freeman,  and  cvtry  perfon  marrying  a  freeman's 

daughteiv 
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daughter,  is  entitled  to  his  freedom,  as  is  every 
freeholder  within  the  jurifdidion  of  the  corpora- 
tion J  befides  all  thofc  who  are  made  free  by  re- 
demption, gifti  or  pufchafe.  We  muft  here  ob- 
fcrve,  that  this  is  the  only  one  of  the  Ports  that 
has  preferved  any  traces  of  its  true  conftitution. 
We  are,  howeveri  of  opinion^  that  by  a  Ipirited 
fexertioni  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  might  flili 
be  recovered  in  many  of  the  Ports. 

J 770,  li  March.  That  the  ^ii-inhabitant 
•frfemen,  as  well  as  the  inhabitant  freemen,  and 
free  burgeiTes  of  the  town  and  port  of  Dover; 
hfive  a  voice  in  the  elcdliori. 

NuMBfeR  or  VOTERS 

According  to  the  poll  at  the  lafl:  general 
b]e&ion>  appears  to  be  about  twelve  hundred; 

Returning  Officer 
The  Mayor. 

.Patron 
The  admiraltyi  of  one  feat ;  independent  as  to 
the  other.    Mr.  vPeter  Fedpr  has  the  beft  intereft 
bf  any  individual  in  this  place,  always  fiding 
t^ith  government. 

d3  SAND- 
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SAN£)W1CH. 

Political  Character. 

X  HIS  is  the  only  Cinque  Port,  except  Dovefi 
which  has  the  leafl:  claifn  to  independence,  and 
that  arifes  from  the  exteiifive  number  of  its  dec- 
tors.  Sandwich,  which  has  for  many  years 
been  ranked  as  an  admiralty  borough,  from  the 
influence  of  innumerable  places,  and  the  dou- 
ceurs which  the  voters  hold  under  the  patronage 
of  that  board,  has  been  generally  reprefented  by 
two  members  of  their  nomination ;  but,  at  the 
lafl:  ele(ftion.  Sir  Horace  Mann,  whd  refides  ill  the 
neighbourhood,  having  the  largcft  Kentilh  eftatc 
of  any  man  in  the  county,  and  is  fo  much  re- 
fpcfted  for  his  hofpitality  and  convivial  tsilents, 
that  no  other  perfon  M'ould  have  flood  the  fmalleft 
chance  of  fuccefs  in  cppofition  to  government, 
became  a  candidate  on  his  own  interelt,  in  cp- 
pofition to  lord  Parker,  comptrolkr  of  the 
houfchold,  (who  was  fupported  by  government, 
in  conjundion  with  Mr.  Stephens,  fecrctary  to 
the  admiralty)  was  fuccefsful,  a&  will  appear  by 
the  clofe  of  the  poll »  the  numbers  being,  for 

Philip  Stephens,  Efq^     474 

Sir  Horace  Mann  311 

Lord  Parker  290 

TiTos 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


...     SANDWICH.  ec 

, ,  Tfivs  the,jin4ependent  intcrcft  fucceeded^  for 
the  &ft  time,  in  the  ele6lion  of  one  of  their 
members^  The  other  is  ftill  confidered  as  be- 
ing  at  the  difpofal  of  the  admiralty. 

.  The'  mayor  and  jurats  of  this  port,  like  the 
corporations  of  moft  cities  and  boroughs,  have 
not  neglefted  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
obtain  a  monopoly  of  the  right  of  ele6lion,  to 
the  exclufion  of  the  freemen  ^. 

«At  the  ele£iion  of  1620,  the  third  parliament 
6(  James  1.  lord  Cobham,  warden  of  the  Cinque 
Ponsl  made  ati  ordtTy  which  he^ot  confirmed  by 
the  lords  of  the  frivy  council^  that  the  mayor  and 
jurats  only,  (hould  make  the  dedions  of  members 
of  parliament.  The  freemen,  or  commonJi, 
were  therefore  debarred  from  giving  their 
voices,  with  threats  of  imprifonment.  Sir  Ro* 
bert  Hatton  was  returned  by  the  mayor  and 
jurats.  The  commons,  who  intended  to  chdofe 
Mr.  Bbrrowes,  were  ihtiniidated  by  the  magis- 
trates. The  houfe  of  commons,  however,  held 
the  eleClion  void,  and  ordered  a  new  ivrit,  for 
the  freemen  at  large  to  make  the  ele£lion. 

•  in  Glanvlllc's  Repont ,  cafe  7tH,  there  is  much  curiOfls 
ififbrtBadon  as  to  this. 

It 
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It  likewife  appears,  that  the  coTpt)ralioft  of 
this  port  have  hot  been  exempt  fmtft  the  charge 
of  corruption,  any  more  thsfh  their  neighbotns  ; 
as,  on  the  25tb  of  November,  1695,  a  petition 
of  John  Thurban,  ferjeant  at  law,  was  prefentcd 
to  the  houfe,  fettrng  forth,  that  he  was  duly 
ele£led  a  baron  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  thi» 
port ;  but  that  Edward  Brent,  and  John  Taylor,. 
Efqrs.  had  prevailed  with  the  mayor  to  return 
them,  though  they  were  not  duly  chofen. 

Upon  the  examination  of  evidence,  the  fol-« 
lowing  matter  came  out  before  a  committee : 

Ralph  GooDCiatt)  faid,  a  great  while  before 
the  writ  came  down,  and  he  believes  a  month 
before  the  ele£lion,  at  the  defire  of  fome  of  Mr. 
Taylor's  friends,  he  went  to  Mr.  Taylor's  houfe, 
with  ail  account  of  what  men  they  thought  would 
engage  for  him  ;  and  that  Mr.  Taylor  faid  to  hiniy 
and,  as  he  believes,  Mr.  Paramour^  Mr.  Mandy, 
and  Mr.  Gregg,  were  by,  that  he  had  heard  fomc 
people  got  places  of  profit  by  being  parliament- 
men  J  and  that,  if  the  town  chofe  him,  and  he 
got  any,  he  v)ould  give  half  to  the  corporation^  and 
aoL  a  year  to  the  poor,  and  give  the  corpora- 
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♦ton  a  tteiit  on  llWe  day  he  was  choft*^,  ^a^b 
that  Mr.  iTaylot  bid  hiifn  Ipeak  -of  it,  ahd  fet 
did,  ifcccordihgly,  iftake  ufe  oT  il,  k6  p^rAiade  Ife- 
vcral  to  vote  for  Mr.  Taylor ;  that  he  voted  fe, 
and  defigned  to  do  fo  before  the  faid  promife  5 
and  faid,  he  believed  he  faw  bills  of  chafges  of 
gbol.  on  Mr.  "iTaylor's  account,  and  that  Mr- 
Cricket  was  Mr.  Taylor*s  agent* 

TwisDEN  faid,  that  Mr.  Taylor,  the  day  be- 
fore the  eleftion,  declared,  Mandy  being  pre-^ 
fent,  ifhtgot  a  place  of  loool.  or  500!.  aytar^  tfs 
ht  hoped  he  JhtfiM,  or  whatever  it  was,  he  would 
give  one  half  to  the  tonm;  and  Mr.  Cricket  faxd^ 
he  would  give  his  bond,  that  Mf.  Taylor  fhould 
expend  40I.  or  50I.  yearly,  upon  the  town,  and 
give  20I.  yearly  to  the  poor ;  and  Turner,  fit- 
ting by,  faid,  he  would  drink  the-  petitioner's 
health,  but  durft  not  vote  for  him,  for  if  he  did, 
they  would  never  employ  him  again. 

John  Chapman  faid.  Cricket  declared,  th^t 
Mr.  Taylor  had  promifed,  and  he  (Cricket) 
would  give  his  bond  as  before  tcftified;  and  that,' 
on  account  of  his  voting  for  Mr.  Brent,  Cricket 
had  received  forty  fliillings  of  Rickfey,  which  he 
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paid  in  part  of  jl.  owing  from  him  .to  the  ferjeai^ 
but  owned  Cricket  was  bound  with,  him  for  it^ 
Ibut  it  did  not  appear  Mr.  Brent  had  employed 
dricket. 

Cricket  and  Moor  faid,  the  mayor  went  to 
feveral  to  vote  for  Mr.  Brent;  and  Moor  owned^ 
that  he  bimfelf  had  fpoke  to  (everal  to  vote  for 
the  ferjeant. 

Cl  ARK,  Jenkinfon,  and  Stone,  faid,  that  a  let- 
ter was  read,  as  from  Sir  CloudeflV  Shovcf,  by 
which  they  pretended^  that  all  the  feamen  who 
would  not  vote  for  Mr.  Brent  fiiould  be  preflcd. 
Rickfey  and  others  were  prefent,  and  fome  fea- 
men  were  fcafed  out  of  the  town  by  it. 

RicKSEY  produced  a  letter  which,  being  read, 
fce  faid  was  only  a  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Jorent^  withoiit  any  threatning  or  promifeis. 

John  Vatche lor  faid,  Broderly,  who  voted,' 
ana  made  intereft  for  Mn  Brent,  offered  him 
two  lia1f  crowns  tb  vote  for  Mr.  Brent,  and 
Rickfey  and  Fiifher  were  by,  and  was  threatned 
to  be  ruined,  becaufe  he  would  not  vote  againft 
the  ferjeant. 

N»  Vatche- 
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N.  Vatchelor,  his  brother,  faid,  he  liad 
lieard  his  brother  John  d^claire,  that  Bi'oderly 
had  offered  him  no  money. 

HuTTbM  faid,  he  had  a  debt  of  3I'.  odd 
money  owing  to  him  from  Curfer ;  but  he  dyings 
it  became  dubious ;  and  that  he  was  offered  to 
to  have  it  paid  if  he  would  vote  for  Mr.  Taylor.^ 

ANClENt  StATEi 

.  SANDWicifi  which  receives  its  rtame  from  the 
Saxon  V<*rd  Soiidwic,  fignifying  a  fandy  creek, 
h  feparated  dhly  by  a  (mall  channel  from  the  ifle 
of  Thim^t,  and  is  thought  to  have  been  built  out 
of  the  riiins  of  the  ancient  Rtitupiae. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  the  merchants 
of  this  town  had  ninety-five  (hips,  which  employ-* 
ed  one  thoufand  five  hundred  failors,  and  the 
crown  received  from  its  cufloms  17,000!.  a  year, 
an  immenfe  fum  in  thofe  days.  King  Edward 
the  Confefibr  refided  here  a  confiderable  time. 

Sandwich  haven,  which  was  then  reckoned 
one  of  the  beft  in  England,  lay  near,  two  miles 
eaft-fouth-eaft  of  the  prefent* 

The 
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f  US  membens  belonging  to  this  town  are^ 
iFOTdwidh^  dbout  fix  mles  iiorth«eaft  of  Cmtor^ 
bury ;  Deal,  which  lies  to  the  fouth  of  Sand- 
mrich ;  Walrtar^  which  lies  to  the  fouth  of  Deal ; 
italnfgafte  and  l^rre^  two  •to^ns  dn  die  ifle  of 
Tbancft;  "StDnar,  on  >the  mother  fide  of  the  Stom; 
«)pp6fite  10  Sandwich ;  and  'Brightlingiey  in  £Hex. 

This  port  fuffered  much  in  the  wars  with  the 
DaneSy  &c.  for  here  king  Canute,  in  the  year 
-ioij^  nihumanly  flit  the  nofesiand  cut  off  the 
jbands  of  fuchof  dife  EngUfli  as  were  ^iven  to 
Swain,  his  father^  for  bofi^g^s.  In  ^tiyj  itwa^ 
tburitt  by  the  French  i  and  in  1457  ^^  French 
again  plundered  and  burnt. the  lowq^^and  aifo 
killed  the  mayor  and  other  officers* 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  the  woolAapIe 
was  removed  hither  from  Queenborough ;  atod 
In  that  of  queen  Elizabeth,  Tome  Walloons  and 
Dutch,  flying  from  perfecution,  came  hither, 
and  fettled  a  manufaftory  of  woollen  cloth. 

There  is  at  this  place  a  harbour  A%ith  a  la^c 
Revenue,  a  mere  job;  a  cuftom-hoUfe ;  cttftom- 
houfe  cutter;  two  cuftom4ioufc  boacs;  a  fort  1 

tw«i 
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two  calUea^  in  ^  nc]ghbouirh(Kxi»  officered  by 
freemen^  and  ten  ridii^  officers.  Any  owner  of  a 
vellel  or  1k^,  being  a  freeman^  may  have  his  (hq^ 
taken  into  the  fervice  of  the  admiralty,  upon  ap» 
plication ;  at  this  time  feven  vellels  are  fo  en- 


This  town  gives  the  Mtle  of  earl  to  the  iasiily 
pf  Montague. 

Corporation. 

By  a  charter  dated  in  the  year  i685>  it  con^ 
^ils  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  jurats,  and 
twenty-four  commoq-councilmen. 

Right  of  Election. 
1690,  aift  pa.— The  freemen  of  the  port  of 
Sandwich^  inhabiting  within  the  faid  port,  al- 
though they  receive  alms^  haye  a  right  to  vote. 

Not  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

Number  of  voters 
About  four  hundred  and  eighty. 

Returning. OFFICER 
The  Mayor. 

Patron 

yVdmiralty. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Stephens^  the  fecretary  of  the  admiralty, 
lias  been  returned. for  this  port  ever  fincc  he  has 
been  in  place,  now  upwards  of  thirty  years* 
The  inhabitants  of  this  place  are  bound  to  this 
gentleman  by  every  tie  of  gratitude,  as  there  is 
fcarcely  a  fingle  family,  fome  part  of  which 
has  n0t  been  provided  for  by  him,  in  the  ad« 
npiralty,  navy,  or  marines.  Since  the  laft  elec- 
tion, the  people  of  this  town  have  fevercly 
felt  the  inconvenience  of  having  prefumed  to  re- 
jedt  Mr.  Stephens's  friend,  lord  Parker.  Some 
))ave  been  alfo  difplaccd,  and  no  new  places  have 
been  granted,  but  upon  9  promife  of  implicit 
obedience. 

N 
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Political  Character* 

'  JL  HE  bailiff  of  this  port  was  appointed  by  tho 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  till  the  31ft  year  of 
'fiienry '  VIII.  when '  the  archbifhop  exchanged 
the  manor  of  Saltwood,  togetl^er  with  the  baili- 
wick of  Hythe,*  with  the  king,  for .  cftates  elfe- 
WhcTe.'  After  which  a  bailiff  was  appointed  an-i 
huaUy  by  tiie  cfownf,  till*  the  reign  of  Eliz.  who 
in  the  iyth  year  of  her  rcign,  granted  it  a  par- 
ticular charter  of  incorporation,  by  the  name  of 
mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty,  under  which 
they  ftill  continue  to  be  governed.  '"'" 

The  corporation,  out  of  whom  are  chofen 
two  chamberlains  anrf  a  towh-iclerk,  with  the  af- 
fiftanc'e  of  ninety  freemen,  itiakingin  the  whole 
one  hundred  knd  twenty-fix,' e!e&  tKe  two  mem- 
bers; out  of  which  nuhiber,  onFy  twenty^'twd  zx't 
refidents;  the  remaining  hundred  aiid  four  being 
difperfi^d  over  diffdrent  parts  of  the  c6unby.  *  ' 

The  charters  of  this  corporation,  as  well  as 
thofc  of  the  other  Cinque  Torts^  were,  in  1685, 
i  .  .   .  - ,  .      '.'*■'       by 
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by  the  arbitrary  command  of  Charles  II.  fur^ 
rendered  up  to  colonel  Strode,  then  governor  of 
Dover  caftle,  and  were  n*vep afterwards  returned; 
but  they  arc  fuppofed  to  be  in  pofTcflion  of  go- 
vernment at  this  moment. 

The  ii^uenpc  of  this  place  is  not  fo  cafily  ma^ 
naged  as  the  iRfigBificant  corporations  of  Ryc^ 
Winchelfea,  Haftings,  Seaford,  or  Romney.  Qnc 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  eledors,  fivc-fixths  of 
whom  are  not  immediately  under  the  controul  or 
perfecutbn  of*  treafury  agent,  cannot  be  trairu- 
ed  to  the  word  of  command  fo  eafy  as  a  dpzen 
cuftom-houfe  officers,  or  penfioners^.  iipon  the 
emoluments  of  the  finecures.  By  one  artifice  or 
other,  however,  government  generally  contrive 
to  have  both  members  conftantly  in  its  intereft. 

The  corporation  of  Hythe  arc  under  the 
a)bfolute  diredion  of  Mr.  Robert  Tournay  *,  an 
attorney,  wh<j  is  every  other  year  chofen  mayor ; 
and,  in  fpite  of  legal  incapacity,  unites,  with 
the  office  of  chief  magiftrate^  that  of  town 
clerk ;  thereby  confplid^ting  the  niafter  and  fer- 
vant  in  the  fame  perfonal  agency ;  but,  as  plu- 

*  The  joint  agent  of  the  treafury  and  Mr.  Evelyn. 

ralitics 
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^)ities  of  Uvuigs,as  well  as  pkces,  are  Jkn^ioned 
foy  the  example  of  church  and  ftate^  we  mull  not 
fuppofe,  that  the  emoluments  arifing  from  the 
miniflerial  duties  of  one  office^  can  influence  the 
judicial  deportment  of  the  others 

Thib  intetefl:  amongft  the  cledors,  is  neari^ 
equally  divided  between  government  and  Mn 
Evelyn^  one  of  the  prefent  members.  Mr* 
Alderman  Sawbridge  has  indeed  attempted  the 
eftablifhment  of  an  independent  intereft;  But^ 
vhiie  the  reprefentation  remains  in  it^  prefent 
debilitated  form,  fuch  exertions,  though  they 
might  fucceed  on  a  fingle  occafion^  can  neither 
give  permanency  nor  fecurity  to  the  freedom  of 
cleftion. 

Ancient  StAtE* 

Hi  THE,  Hythe,  or  Hith,  which  is  fituated  fix 
miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Eiham,  and  fixty 
nine  fouth^^aft  by  eaft  of  London,  had  once 
five  churches;  but  having  feveral  times  fuf- 
fercd  great  lofles,  they  are  now  reduced  to  one. 
This  town,  which  owed  its  rife  and  profperity  to 
the  decay  of  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Lyme  and 
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Weft  Hithe,  whofc  harbours  were  choaked  up 
with  fand,  having  undergone  the  fame  fate,  is 
now  almoft  ufclcfs,  and  fcarccly  dcfcrves  the 
name  of  a  port. 

Here  are  two  hofpitals,  thofe  of  St.  John  and 
St.  Bartholomew,  both  under  the  government  of 
the  mayor  and  jurats;  and  alfo  a  charity-fchool 
for  thirty  boys. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  moft  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  town  were  carried  off  by  a  pefti- 
lence,  which  was  fucceeded  by  a  fire  that  con- 
fumed  two  hundred  houfes..  Soon  after  which 
calamity,  five  of  the  fliips  which  this  town 
was  obliged  to  fit  out,  were  funk  at  fea,  and 
a  hundred  men  drowned.  The  furviving  inha* 
bitants,  difpirited  by  thefe  calamities,  rcfolved 
to  leave  the  place ;  but  the  king  encouraged  them 
to  ftay,  by  giving  them  a  temporary  releafe  from 
the  fervice  due  from  the  town  as  a  Cinque  Port. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  15  80,  an  earthquake  rung 
the  bells,  and  damaged  many  houfes  ;  and  in 
April,  1739,  while  fome  perfons  were  waiting  in 
the  church  porch  for  the  keys^  in  order  to  afccnd 

the 
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the  fteeple,  it  fell  down  with  fix  bells  in  it,  but 
providentially  nobody  was  hurt. 

Corporation. 

By  charter  of  incorporation,  granted  by  queen 
Elizabeth,  it  confifts  of  a  mayor,  twelve  jurats, 
and  twenty-four  commQn-<:ouncilmen. 

Right  of  Election, 

1 710,  27th  Jan. — Is  in  the  mayor,  jurats^ 
common-councilmen,  and  freemen. 

Agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

Number  OF  voters. 
One  hundred  and  twenty*fix. 

,  Returning  officer. 

The  Mayor. 

Patron. 
The  Treafury,  partially. 

Mr.  William  Deedes  and  Sir  Charles  Far- 
naby  Radcliffe,  who  have  both  confiderable 
interefts  here,  are  entirely  at  the  devotion  of  the 
minifter. 

c  2  NEW 
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NEW    ROMNEY. 

Political  CHARAcrfeft. 

This  place  enjoys  the  fame  excluGve  privileges 
with  the  other  Ports ;  in  addition  to  which,  it 
had  a  charter  of  incorporation  from  Edward  III. 
by  the  ftylc  of  the  barons  of  the  Port  of  NewRom- 
ney;  afterwards  by  that  oif  jurats  and  commonalty; 
and  laftly,  by  queen  Eliz.  in  the  fifth  year  of  her 
reign,  by  the  ftylc  oT  the  mayor,  jurats,  and 
commonalty ;  at  which  time,  by  letters  patent, 
flie  ratified  all  the  privileges  they  had  enjoyed  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confciibr,  or  at  any 
other  time.  By  the  forms  of  this  charter,  the 
corporation  is  governed  at  this  time;  but  the 
charter  was  feized,  by  order  of  king  Charles  II. 
in  1685,  by  colonel  Strode,  and  has  never  been 
returned  fincc. 

The  corporation  fliould  confift,  according  to /te/ 
rharter,  of  a  mayor,  twelve  jurats,  twenty-fix 
common-councilmen,  and  an  indefinite  number 
of  freemen ;  but,  as  the  patron  of  this,  as  well  ai 
ihofe  of  the  other  Cinque  Ports  and  boroughs, 

find 
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find  t  convenience  in  not  fupplyingthe  vacancies 
as  corporators  fall  off,  eight  are  deemed  fufii-. 
cient  to  exercife  the  fame  conftitutional  powers  in 
this  borough,  which  is  depofited  with  three  only  at 
Winchelfea,  and  with  fix  individuals  at  Rye. 

Sir  Edward  Deering  has,  by  a  very  (imple 
method,  poffefTed  himfelf  of  an  influence  ii\ 
this  port,  not  eafily  to  be  rendered  infecurc 
His  property  in  the  neighbourhood  i&  tenanted 
out,  without  leafe^  at  very  edfy  rents,  to  the  elec^ 
tors ;  who,  feeling  that  gratitude,  which  never 
fails  to  infpire  thofe  immediately  interefted  in 
the  prefent  pofrcflion  of  a  good  thing,  could 
not  be  fo  ungenerous  as  tq  oppofe  the  inclination, 
of  a  paflive  landlord,  in  fo  trifling  a  concern  as 
that  of  the  eleilion  of  a  member  of  parliament. 

Ancient  State. 

New  Romnby,  which  was  reckoned  the  laft  of 
the  Cinque  Ports,  and  was  firft  incorporated  by 
the  name  of  the  jurats  and  ronimonaky  of  that 
town,  was  in  a  flourilhing condition  in  the  reign 
of  William  the  Conqueror;  havmg  then  cwelvc 
wards,  five  parilhes,  an  hofpitat  for  the  ik  k,  and  a 
priory.  It  had  alfo  a  good  harbour  on'  the 
c  3  weft 
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weft  fide,  but  the  terrible  inundations  from  the 
fca  have  fpoiled  the  haven. 

The  two  great  meetings  for  all  the  Cinque 
Ports  arc  ftill  held  here ;  the  members  belonging 
to  which  arc.  Old  Romney,  Bromehill,  Orlafton, 
and  Dungenefs. 

Corporation. 
By  charter  of  queen  Elizabeth,  before  men- 
tioned, it  ought  to   be  governed  by  a  mayor, 
twelve  jurats,  and  twenty-fix  comipon-council- 
men  *. 

Right  of  Election. 
Is  in  the  mayor,  jurats,and  commonalty. 

Number  of  voters. 
I      EIGHT;  the  reft  of  the  freemen  being  disfran- 
^  chifed  by  Mr.  Crewe's  biU. 

Returning  officer. 
The  Mayor;  who  is  alternately,  Mr.  Coates  or 
Mr.  Walter,  Sir  Edward*s  agents. 

Patron. 
Sir  Edward  Deering. 

•  Sec  the  Appendix;  to  loth  vol.  State  Trials,  in  which  arc 
tiro  trials  containmg  much  light  oi^  this  corporation. 
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Sir  Edward  Deering  having  been  engaged 
in  the  fafhionable  purfuits  of  the  prefent  day,  has 
found  it  expedient  to  accommodate  Sir  Elijah 
Impey,  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  both  gentlemen  of 
Indian  celebrity,  with  the  prefent  feats. 

The  number  of  places  in  the  pofleilion  of  Sir 
Edward's  friends,  and  their  relations^  renders  the 
return  of  treafury  candidates  an  indiipeafiblc 
duty. 
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.PoiiTiCAL  Character, 

X  HIS  ia  one  of  thofe  placesj,  ufiudlyy  thot^H 
fomewbat  improperly,  csiUed  ^>  Cin<V^[  F<fft.  It 
WjU  wit^  the  neighbouring  tpwn  of  Winchelfea^ 
annexed  as  a  member  of  the  Cinque  Ports  gene* 
rally,  (but  not  of  Haftings  in  particular,  as  is 
commonly,  but  erroneoufly,  fuppofed)  before 
the  time  of  Henry  III ;  in  a  charter  of  which 
king,  thefe  two  places  are  denominated  mbiliora 
membra  ^inque  Portuum.— They  have  enjoyed, 
from  all  antiquity,  the  peculiar  appellation  of 
the  two  ancient  towns,  and  are  pofTefled,  in 
every  refpedt,  of  equal  franchifes,  immunities, 
and  privileges,  with  the  original  Cinque  Forts. 

Rye  was  burnt  by  the  French  in  the  time  of 
Richard  11.  and  again  in  the  26th  of  Henry  VI. 
in  one  of  which  fires  it  is  fuppofed,  that  the  old 
records  and  charters  of  this  town  periihed,  as 
none  older  than  the  27th  of  this  king,  except 
iomc  fingments,  are  at  thw  day  to  be  found. 

BffOKH 
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BsfoiiB  Mr.  Crete's  bill,  this  place  was,  in 
the  ftriftcft  fenfe  of  the  appellation,  a  treafury 
borough,  all  the  freemen,  with  fcarcely  aa 
exception,  being  pollefled  of  places  in  feme  re-# 
venue  department.  Since  this  bill  has  paffcd,  it 
has  become  abfolutely  neceflary  to  make  a  fmall 
addition  to  the  ufual  number  of  freemen,  in 
order  that  there  may  be  fame  people  duly  qua- 
lified to  go  through  the  formal  part  of  t\Lc  farce  of 
an  ele<2ion  to  return  members  to  parliament :  all 
which  new-made  freemen,  who  are  not  often  fibly 
holders  of  a  place,  are  quartered  upon,  and^ 
in  a  certain  degree,  divide  the  profits  with,  thofe 
who  are  in  pofTeifion  of  the  more  lucrative 
pofts« 

At  this  place  there  is  a  cuftom-houfe,  with  a 
very  large  cftabliihmcnt  j  acuftom-houfe  boat, 
^  it  is  called,  whofe  crew  confifts  wholly  of 
landfmeo,  and  who  are  of  courfe  all  freemen ; 
and  feven  riding  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  cuC 
toms ;  a  cutter  is  likewife  ftationed  here,  under 
pretence  of  cruifing  againft  the  fmugglcrs,  but 
dn  truth,  by  way  of  giving  addirional  inHuence 
to  the  treafury;  and  here  we  muft  not  omir  to 
remark^  that  this  veflel  is  actually  employed, 

and 
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and  paidj  by  the  treafury^  and  is  immtdiately 
under  its  controul^  though  it  is  ufually  called  a 
cuflom-houfe  cutter;  there  is  but  one  other 
veflel  in  the  kingdom  thus  peculiarly  circum- 
fianced. 

This  cutter,  which  is  named  the  Stag,  is  com- 
manded by  captain  William  Haddock,  M^ho 
alone  has  freemen  quartered  on  him  to  the 
amount  of  350!.  a  year.  However,  it  is  clear 
that  his  place  will  bear  this  incumbrance  as  he 
is  rapidly  niaking  a  very  laxge  f(M:tune,.  This 
gentleman,  being  very  adive  and  diligent  in  Ins 
jprofeilional  purfuits,  as  a  revenue  officer,  die 
emolument  accruing  to  this  veflel,  by  means  of 
its  captures  from  the  fmugglers,  and  of  its  pay 
from  the  treafury,  being  very  large,  forwes 
as  an  inexhauftible  fund  for  the  qoarterittg 
thofe  freenrlen  upon,  who  either  have  no  places^ 
and  who  do  not  think  the  ordinaiy  profits  of 
them  fufficiently  ample. 

• 
This  town,  being  fituated  at  a  confiderablc 
diftancc  from  the  fea,  could  not  have  any  parti- 
cular occafion  for    fortifications;    however,  it 
has  been  thought  expedient,  of  late  years^  to  CTe6k 

a  couple 
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a  couple  of  forts,  vfaich  have,  of  courfe,  their 
proper  officers,  gunners,  and  afliftants;  here 
arifes  another  opportunity  for  government  in* 
fluence.  In  addition  go  the  above.  Rye  has  tho 
ufual  excife  and  poft  office  eftabliflunents,  which 
take  place  in  other  towns. 

We  muft  not  here  omit  to  make  mention  of 
the  new  harbour  of  Rye ;  for  the  making  of 
which,  an  ad  was  palTed  about  fifty  years  iincc. 
The  only  real  objed:  of  which  ftatute,  was  the 
^ving  additional  force  to  treafuiy  patronage 
and  influence.  After  much  labour  and  expence, 
die  new  harbour  was  wholly  abandoned  in  the 
year  1788;  notwithftandihg  which  circumftance, 
the  enormous  tax  of  two-pence  per  ton,  on  all 
veflels  of  this  kingdom,  as  often  as  they  pafs  the 
ftreights  of  Dover,  is  ftill  continued.  The  mode 
in  which  the  produce  of  this.vaft  burthen  on  the 
commerce  of  the  nation  is  now  applied,  is  well 
worth  the  invelligation  of  parliament :  certain  it  is, 
that  all  the  officers,  artifans,  and  workmen  (moft 
of  whom  are  freemen),  ftill  continue  to  enjoy 
their  penfions  and  lalaries,  though  their  places 
are  now  become,  in  the  ftrid^eft  fenfe  of  the 
word»  finecurps* 

The 
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The  eonduA  ;md  management  of  thi$  enori^ 
mous    mafs  of  iiiflueiic€»   u   vefted   in   Mr« 
Thomas  Lamb»  who  has  been«  for  a  long  time 
paft,  agent,  ai)d  fkft  officer  of  the  treafury  in  tbit 
borougfi ;  to  which  poll  he  fucceeded  about  forty 
years  ago»  on  the  death  of  his  father  s  and,  as 
he  has  conftantly  iided  with  the  firft  lord  of  the 
treafuiy  for  the  time  being,  he  has  been  con* 
tinued  in  quiet  and  undifturbed  pc^flion  of  it 
ever  iince.    Indeed,  upon  the  firft  pafling  of  Mr« 
Crewe's  bill,  he,  for  a  (hort  time,  made  an  at- 
tempt  at  fetting  up  a  private  intereft  of  lua 
own,  independent  of  the  treafury;  in  coniequence 
of  which  he  adually  returned  — —  Dickcnfbn^ 
£fq.  to  pariianient  (a  gentleman  in  the  interdt 
of  lord  North)  with  the  government  candidate* 
However,  he  was  quickly  given  to  underftand, 
that  the  treafury  were  determined  to  have  i^ 
the  members  of  its  own  nomination,  and  tfaac 
lofs  of  places,  &c.  would  be  the  immediate  and 
certain  confequence  of  difobedience.    In  a  vtry 
Ihort  time  after,  he  returned  to  his  duty  and 
allegiance,  having  previoufly  ftipulated,  that  in 
future  he  would  return  treafury  nominees  only  t 
but,  that  they  fliould    make  him  fome  fmaU 
douceur  pr  compliment  i  far  fhort,  howevpr,  of 

th« 
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the  market  price  of  a  feat,  the  bulk  of  vhich 
is  appropriated  to  the  commander  in  chief*;  the 
portion  fet  apart  for  the  fubaltems  and  under« 
ilrappers  of  the  corporation  being  but  trifling 
aod  inconfiderable. 

Ancient  RBPRESENTAtroN. 
In  confequence  of  the  flaughter' which  took 
place  at  the  battle  of  Evefham^  in  the  time  of 
Henrjr  III.  this  place,  for  that  time,  returned 
four  members  to  parliaihent,  as  did  the  reft  of 
the  Cinque  Ports.  It  is  probable  that  the  Cinque 
Ports  were  teprefented  in  the  national  council 
before  that  period.  Ever  iince  4a  Edward  III. 
this  place  has  conftantly  returned  two  members 
to  pailiameni  without  any  intermiflion. 

Ancient  State* 

Rye  enjoys  the  fame  privilege  with  the  other 

Cinque  Ports;  it  had  formerly  one  of  the  beft 

harbours  between  Fbrtfmouth  and  Dover ;  but  it 

was  for  a  confiderable  time  fo  choaked  up  with 

fand^ 

•  This  was  never  done  till  Mr.  Crewe's  blH  had  fomewhat 
leflencd  the  treafary  intereft ;  that  the  candidates  betbre  merely 
paid  the  expences  of  the  ele£tion>  which  were  about  1 50L  The 
prefent  members  are,  Mr.  Long,  fecretary  of  the  treafiiry, 
mad  Mn  Jenkinfon,  fon  of  a  former  fecretary  of  the  treafury. 
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fand»  that  the  fmalleft  veffel  could  fcarce  err-* 
ter  it;  and  a  great  part  of  the  harbour^  gained 
front  the  fea»  was  turned  into  arable  land*  Se* 
veral  a6b  of  parliament  have  been  pafled  under 
the  idea  o£  rendering  this  harbour  more  coin«- 
modious ;  but>  in  reality,  for  no  other  purpo/e 
Aan  that  of  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  govern- 
ment; upwards  of  lOOjOOoK  having  been  ex- 
pended on  it>  without  making  any  addition  to 
the  public  convenience.  It  is  now  entirely  abaiw 
doned^  though  the  toll  of  two-pence  a  ton  on 
all  fhipping  ftill  continues  to  be  levied. 

Ry£  was  anciently  fo  confiderable  a  port,  that 
It  furnifhed  the  fleet  of  Edward  IIL  with  nine 
fhips  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-fix  men. 

Corporation, 
Ought  to  confift  of  a  mayor  and  twelve  ju- 
rats; at  prefent  there  are  only  a  mayor  and 
four  jurats.    The  office  of  mayor  is  conftantly 
filled  up  by  the  Lambs^  father  and  fon. 

Right  of  Election. 
1702,  9  Dec.     Is  only  in  the  mayor,  jurats^ 
and  freemen,  inhabiting  in  the  port  of  Rye^  and 
paying  fcot  and  lot. 

4  17IP1 
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1710,  17  Feb-  Thomas  Hills,  W.  W.  T.  B. 
and  J.  Y.  having  been  propofed  to  be  made 
free,  and  rejefted  at  a  court  of  aflcmbly,  and 
afterwards  made  free  in  the  fame  mayoralty,  are 
not  legal  freemen  of  the  port  of  Rye. 

'  It  is  nbt  neceffary  that  the  freemen  of  the  Port 
of  Rye  ihould  qualify  themfelves  according  to  the 
corporation  aft,  before  they  be  allowed  to  vote 
in  the  afleinbly  court  of  the  faid  port. 

It  appears  from  the  old  cuftumal  of  Rye,  ftill 
in  cxiftence,  that  the  right  of  voting  formerly  be- 
longed, of  courfe,  to  every  perfon  pofTeffed  of  a 
freehold  within  the  corporation,  and  to  every  Ton 
of  a  freeman;  there  was,  beCdes,  a  third  way  of 
obtaining  the  freedom  of  this  town,  viz.  by  re- 
demption. But,  by  the  contrivance  and  ma- 
noeuvres of  the  agents  of  the  treafury,  this  confti- 
tution  has  of  late  years  been  whoHy  changed.  By 
a  determination  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  1 702, 
(which  is  the  laft  we  find  upon  the  fubjedt), 
it  appears,  that  the  right  of  eleftion  for  barons 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  this  port,  is  in  the 
mayor,  jurats^  and  freemen,  inhabiting  in  the 

faid 
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faid  port^  and  paying  fcot  and  Idt.  t{ut  here 
•  great  and  important  queftion  fuggefts  itfelf : 
Who  are  the  people  that  are  entitled  to  their 
freedom  ?  As  to  this  point  there  has  been  no 
determination.— If  'this  fliould  ever  be  put 
fairly  in  ifliie^  the  probable  refult  would  be^  that 
the  right  is,  at  this  day,  as  fet  forth  in  the  old 
cufiumal^  notwithfianding  the  ufurpation  und 
innovations  of  modern  days.  At  this  time^  the 
pradice  is,  to  admit  freemen  upon  the  following 
grounds  only;  viz.  eldeft  fons  of  freemen,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  are  allowed  to  have  a  right ;  tbe 
mayor  has  a  right  to  name  one  on  coming  into 
office ;  the  others  are  to  be  propofed  by  him^ 
in  the  aflembly,  a^nd  approved  by  the  majority 
of  freemen  prefent.  From  the  account  given 
by  Carew,  of  feme  contefted  eledion  at  this  place. 
It  appears,  that  the  number  of  freemen  was,  till 
very  lately,  about  50 ;  but  at  prefent  it  is  found 
expedient  to  keep  the  number  much  lower,  in 
order  that  the  claimants  to  a  portion  of  the  good 
things  produced  by  an  eleClion,  may  be  as  few  as 
decency  will  admit.  Should  the  eldeft  fonofa 
freeman  have  the  prefumption  to  demand  his 
birth-right  of  the  corporation,  if  he  be  a  poor 
man,  it  is  refufed  him;  if  he  chance  to  be  in  a 
6  fuperioc 
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tuperior  fituation^he  isperfuaded,  if  poffible»  to 
be  made  the  mayor's  freeman  the  year  enfuingt 
the  objed  of  which  manoeuvre  is^  to  erafe^  if 
poffible»  all  traces  of  a  right  to  freedom  by  birth. 
If  the  fon  of  a  freeipan  chance  at  any  time^  ei« 
thcr  before  or  after  his  father's  admifBon^  to 
have  a  brother  born  before  him^  and  by  whofe 
death  he  becomes  the  eldeft^  his  right  is  (ridicu-* 
loufly  enough)  utterly  denied;  becaufe,  forfooth^ 
he  is  not  the  Jirji  bom  fon»  which  the  wifeacres 
of  this  corporation  infift  is  the  meaning  of  the 
eldeft  fon. 

It  is  very  unufual  to  make  more  than  tho 
mayor's  annual  freeman  in  the  courfe  of  a  year» 
who  is^  invariably,  a  perfon  advanced  in  years^ 
an  old  batchelor^  or  a  man  not  likely  to  have 
progeny ;  by  which  means,  the  future  claims  of 
an  eldeft  fon,  who  perchance  might  not  be  fo 
well  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  the  doflrines  of  paf* 
five  obedience  as  the  father,  are  efFeftually 
guarded  againft. 

Poverty  is  another  efifential  qualification  to 
the  ofiice  of  baron  of  this  port.  A  perfon  in  an 
independent  fituation  of  life,  might,  by  poflibi* 

Vol.  ni.  f  lity. 
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ihy,  objcft  to  fome  thmgs  which  art  expeflecf  dt 
^c  hands  of  a  freeman  ;  but  the  danger  of  be^ 
ing  turned  out  of  place,  or  of  being  called  upoti 
to  pay  the  money  due  from  him  an  bond,  com*- 
pel  an  indigent  man  to  the  moft  implicit  obedU 
cnce. 

It  is  a  very  common  cuftom  in  this,  ak  well  at 
the  other  ports,  to  lend  fmall  Turns  upon  bond, 
Which  arc  never  put  in  force,  unlefs  fymptoms  of 
difobedience  appesir  in  the  obligor ;  in  which 
cafe,  the  penalty  of  the  obligation  is  Tigorodfly 
demanded;  when,  if  the  debt  be  not  immedi-i 
ately  difdharged,  imprifonment  is  the  cermin 
coiifequence. 

E  Number  of  voters,  SIX  ;  all  made  free  lince 
Mr.  Crbwe's  bill ;  the  reft  of  (he  Jurats  and  free* 
men  are  all  difqualified  by  that  bilL 

Tke  prcfent  ftate  of  the  eledlors  of  Rye.  is 
as  follows :  viz. 

J   U   R  A  T  s, 

Mr.  Thomas  Lambe,  a  tally-cutter  in  the 
exchequer,  a  place  of  400 1.  a  year,  and  ctlrfi^i 
tbr  of  Ha^pfeire. 

Mr. 
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'     ^R/THaMAs  Lawbb,  jun*  His  Ton,  curfitor  of 

Kent,  and  late  a  king's  waiter  of  the  ciiftoms  kt 

.  this  pktf:e^  vhich  be  has;  given  to  his  fon^ajninor, 

Mr.  J.  Lambe,  colledor  of  the  cuftoms. 

Mr.  T.  PaocTOR,  brother  of  the  above,'  farms 
•ihe  eftate  of  the  cbrporation  at  a  very  lowirent^ 

Mr.  T.  Prossiter,  a  riding*  officer. 

FREEMEN. 

J.  Swann, 
William  Pilcher, 

Cook,  y    Riding  Officers: 

John  Small, 

James  Chriilmas, 

Robert  Butlci;,  comptroller  of,cuftoiDs; 

William  Millar,  .poiUmafter,  '&c. 

•-—  Allen,  mate  of  the  cirftom-houfe  cutte^; 

Wm.  Millar,  jun. 

J.  AUenc, 


T.  Proffiter,  j^n. 
S.  Barrey, 
B.Bawrne, 
Wm.  Trimar, 


Officers  and  cretf 
of  the  cuftom- 
.bQufeboat,bi)t 
all  landmen. 


T,  Hogbean,  furveyor  of  cuftoms. 

f  d .  Mr; 
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Mn  C  Lainbe»  a  fuperannuated  captain  of  a 
cuftom-boufe  cutter. 

N.  Pollard^  chamberlain  &c.  to  the  corpora-- 
tion. 

L.  Maryan»  place  in  the  ftarop-office. 

Tofcph  Giles,  -^       latdy  made  freemen; 

•*       '^  I  asycttiicjrluive  no 

John  EUiat,  I  oftcnfiblc     places, 

but  arc  all '^*'***''*^ 


John  Bennett,  j  onfomcofthcafoie. 

I  mentioiied    plaoe* 

James  Buckhurft,  J         wau 

Returning  officer. 
The  Mayor. 

Patron. 
The  Treafury. 

We  think  it  proper  here  to  obferve  that  what  we  have  &i<i 
concerning  the  miniftetial  agent  in  this  borough,  relates  foldy 
to  his  condn^  b  that  capacity ;  being  convinced,  from  good 
anthority,  that  in  private  life,  this  gentleman's  department  luu 
been  at  all  times  troly  refpe^ble  and  honoaraUe,  and  whoUj 
4ifeent  from  that  which  afoally'refalts  from  being  hackneyed 
3n  the  ways  and  tricks  of  cormption.  As  a  magiftrate»  both 
of -the  town  and  of  the  two  counties  of  Kent  and  -Soffex,  his 
coD^vft  has  always  been  dear,  even  of  the  fdpidon  of  impro- 
pnety.  Bodi  the  freemen  and  the  inhabitanu  (which  is  not 
a  little  remarkable)  are  contented  and  fadsfied  with  the  mild 
fway  of  their  boioagh  monarch* 

WIN- 
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WINCHELSEA  * 

Political  Character. 

W^ERE  we  to  fet  forth  at  length,  all  the  m-  i 
fiances  of  corruption,  venality,  and  profligacy,/ 
that  have  come  to  our  knowledgein  having  traced 
the  ele£tionhiftory  of  this  borough,  it  would  much 
exceed  the  fpace  we  can  allot  to  the  account  of 
any  individual  place,  in  this  work.  Some  of  the 
mod  remarkable,  however,  we  fhall  point  out,  and 
recite  as  much  at  length  as  our  room  will  admit 
of.  In  the  year  1 623,  Paul  Wymond,  the  mayor, 
having  been  convided  of  threatening  and  ter« 
rifying  fome  of  the  voters,  and  of  unlawfully  ex- 
cluding others  from  giving  their  votes,  and  of 
other  comipt  and  indifcreet  pra6iices,  was  placed 
on  his  knees  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
as  a  delinquent,  and  was  there  feverely  repri-i 
manded,  and  fentenced  to  be  committed  to  pri-» 
fon,  under  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms, 

^  If  the  reader  wiihes  to  enter  more  particularly  into  the 
particular  rotteiinefs  of  this  borough,  we  refer  him  to  Olan- 
ville's  Election  Reports,  Carew,  and  Bonow's  ReportSi  voL  U« 
lin4  Term  Reports,  yol.  1. 

f3  fw 
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for  a  certain  time»  and  afterwards^  to  make  fu!>« 
miifion  on  his  knees^  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of 
commons^  and  again  at  Winchelfea^  in  court, 
before  the  jurats  and  freemen. 

-  In  the  year  1702,  Mr.  £dward(^  the  mayor,  for 
the  fame  improper  condu&as  his  prndeceflbr, 
Paul  Wymond,  was  taken  ir^o  cuftody;  was  re- 
primanded by  the  fpeaker  in  the  fame  difgracc 
lUl  manner;  and,  in  confequcnce  of  a  rcfolution 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  was  turned  oat  of  all 
his  places  in  the  cuftoms,  notwithflanding  cYciy 
efibrt  was  made  by  the  treafury  bench,  whofe  tool 
and  creature  he  was^  to  proted  him  from  tbcr 
vengeance  of  thelegiflature. 

In  the  year  1702,  two  petitions  were  prpfentcd 
againil  undue  returns,  on  the  ground  of  bribery. 
In  1711,  it  appeared  in  evidence,  to  a  commit^ 
tee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  Sir  Francis 
Dafliwood  had  paid  30I.  to  each  of  thofe  wha 
voted  for  him,  befides  giving  a  douceur  to  all  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  freemen. 

WiNCHELSEA  may  be  confidered  as  having 
been  w  holly  a  treafury  borough,  till  the  year  1754, 

when 


.    Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


WfNCHBLSEA.  8*7 

tirhen  tJic  late  Arnold  Nefbitt,Efq.  an  Irifti  gen- 
tleman^ and  till  then  entirely  imknoMvn  in  this 
place,  was  returned  by  the  then  minifter,  the 
duke  of  Newcaftle.  Mr,  Nefbitt  began  imme- 
diately to  make  purchafes  to  a  confiderablc 
amount  of  cftates  within  the  town,  and  in  the- 
neighbourhood,  with  a  view  of  fecuring  to  him- 
felf  thereby  a  controul  over  the  borough  in  &- 
tyre.  In  this  projeft  he  fucceeded  fo  for,  as  to. 
<^ablilh  fully  the  command  over  one  of  the  feats, 
and,  occafionally,  when  he  chanced  to.  be  well 
with  the  treafury,  over  boib. . 

About  the  year  1762,  Mr.  Nefbitt,  being  ar 
.  that  time  in  oppofi^ion,  a  violent  attack  was  made 
I  by  government  on  this  Iborough,  under  the  aufpi- 
1  ces  of  the  late  earl  of  Egrcmont,  who  had  a  large 
I  eftate  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  order  to  bring  it 

(Tback  to  its  former  allegiance  to  the  treafury.—^ 
This  conteft  gave  birth  to  the  famous  Winchclfea 
caufes,  fet  forth  at  length  in  the  fecond  volume 
of  Burrow's  Reports.  The  Nefbitt  intereft  was, 
upon  the  whole,  fuccefsful  upon  this-  occaiion. 
The  treafury  have  fince  made  fome  other  rude 
attacks  on  the  Nefbitt  intereft,  in  which  they 
have  at  times  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  return  one 
incmber. 


\ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8S  WiMClfKLSEA. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefc  conflids,  which  were  of 
long  continuance,  and  of  courfe  very  expenfivc, 
the  death  of  the  earl  of  Egrcmont  took  place, 
and,  in  confequencc,  a  temporary  deficiency  of 
cafli;  Mr.  Wardroper,  the  treafury  agent,  who 
was  then  in  the  office  of  town-clerk,  having  oc« 
cafion  for  larger  fums  of  money  to  cariy  on  the 
battle,  than  it  was  convenient  for  government  to 
fupply  him  with,  a(5hially  pawned  the  charters, 
cuflumal,  and  all  the  records  of  the  corporation, 
with  a  Mr.  Wilfon,  an  underftrapper  to  the  mi- 
niiler ;  at  a  convenient  feafon,  the  pledge  was  re- 
deemed by  the  treafury,  where  it  was,  till  very 
lately,  in  fafe  keeping. 

Since  the  late  transfer  of  the  borough,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  purchafers,  who  are  entirely  at  the 
devotion  of  the  miniftry,  may  have  polFefTed 
themfelvcs  of  the  inftrument  and  documents 
above-mentioned,  as  they,  eventually,  may  be  of 
great  confequence;  though,  upon  the  whole, 
if  this  be  the  cafe,  it  is  highly  probable,  that 
the  fate  of  the  cuftumal  of  Haftings,  (annihila- 
tion by  fire)  will  await  the  charters  and  records 
of  Winchelfea.  We  pledge  ourfclves  for  the  au-. 
t]>cn(icity  of  this  ancpdotCt 
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The  late  Arnold  Nelbitt  having  died  indebted 
to  the  crown,  to  the  amout  of  nearly  1 00,000  L 
and  otherwife  much  embarrafled  in  his  circum- 
ftances  (to  which  his  expences,  at  this  place^  not 
a  little  contributed,  as  he  had  the  charader  of 
being  a  liberal  pay-mafler  to  his  virtuous  con(li« 
tuents),  a  decree  for  the  fale  of  all  his  property 
was  made  by  the  court  of  chancery  for  the  bene** 
fit  of  his  creditors.  Mr.  J.  Nelbitt,  the  prefent 
member  for  Gatton,  (confcious  that  his  confe* 
quence  in  this  place  wholly  depended  on  the  eftate^ 
which  the  world  had  hitherto  fuppofed  to  have 
defcended  to  hijtn  from  his  uncle,  free  from  any 
incumbrance  whatever)  a  very  Ihort  time  before 
the  promulgation  of  this  fatal  decree  in  chancery, 
entered  into  treaty  with  the  earl  of  Darlings 
ton,  and  with  Mr.  Barwcll,  the  nabob,  and 
owner  of  Trcgony,  for  the  fale  of  this  borough* 
At  firft,  a  much  larger  price  was  required  of  them 
than  they  were  willing  to  give.  After  many  dif- 
ficulties about  the  mode  of  payment  and  transfer, 
as  with  Mr.  Nelbitt  time  was  preffing,  a  bargain 
was  ftruck,  and  the  price  agreed  for  15,000  L 
which,  conlidering  the  prefent  market  price,  may, 
upon  the  whole,  be  confidered  asachcappur* 
chafe,  efpeciall^  as  immediate   polfellion  was 

given. 
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given.  Taking  5,oool.  to bctbe market pnce^at 
the^  laft  genera]  eledion,  the  fee  of  the  future 
gpod-will  of  the  borough  ftands.the  purchafers 
in  but  &500 1.  a  piece. 

.  Whbrs  the  right  of  votir^  in  a,  borough  dc- 
prod^upon  property,  as  in  a  foot  and  tot^  or  bur- 
gage^hold  borough^  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  tbat 
the  (feats  in  parliament  may  be  merchantable  a>m- 
modities;  but,  as  the  eleflive  franchifein  this 
phce  is  not  connedlcd  with  propmy,  but  de- 
pends upon  freedom,  it  is  probable,  that  in  the 
file  a)x>ve  alluded  to,  the  voters  therofelves,  like 
fo  many  beafts  in  a  penn  at  Snuthfield,  were  bar>* 
tpred  in  the  transfer* 

BxJT  what  is  not  a  little  cuinous ;  it  is  certsun 
that  the  bargain  was  made,  and  terms  fully  ftt^ 
tied  and  agreed  upon  between  the  parties,  with- 
out the  confent,  knowledge,  or  privity  of  any 
cxneofthe  voters.  They,  however,  concluded^ 
that  their  cuftomary  fee  of  lool.  per  man, 
would  be  paid  to  the  eledors,  by  either  their  pre-« 
ff  nt  or  former  owners ;  in  truth,,  this  pCHnt  had 
not  been  properly  adjuHred  between  them,  and  the 
freemen  of  Winchelfea  were  referixd  fronji  on^ 
6  party 
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partjr  te  the  other,  for  upwards  of  tivo  ysars, 
ivithout  being  faqslied  in  their  demanda;:  at 
length  they  began  to  fliew  fome  ferious  figns'of 
difcontent,  and  even-  of  rcwlt;  infomuch,  that 
their  prefent  owners  thought  it  prudent  to  Comply 
^ith  their  requells,  and  let  them  hare  the  long 
delayed  douceur,  which,  they^  received  at  £aller 

laft.  : 

At  the  time  of  the  fale  of  the  borough  qE 
Winchelfea,  the  ftate  of  the  corporation  was  as 
follows : 

JURATS. 

Mr.  Th4>mas  Martin,  commander  in  chJcf. 

Richard  Lamb,  his  nephew;  a  riding  officer. 
•  Mr.  Stacf,  a  riding  officer,  and  has  a  farm 
of  late  Ndbitt's,  now  Barweil's. 

FREEMEN. 

Benjamin  Tree,  mace^bearer  and  chamber- 
Iain  to  the  corporation. 

■       Stjcphsns,  fiirveyor  of  cuftoms. 

-    '    Martin,  jun.  fon  to  the  commander. 

•p— —  BuTiER,  comptroller  of  cuffionis;  he, 
having  been  in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Neibiet,  did 
BDt  conftitute  a  part  of  the  iale. 

Since 
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Since  the  fale,  the  following  additions  have 
been  made  to  the  corporation  : 

JURATS. 

Captain  Coffin,  brother-in-law  to  BarwelL 

■  SCHOLEY. 

Lord  Bernard  (fon  of  lord  Darlington)  and 
Mr.  Barwell,  the  members. 

Mr,  Douce,  partner  with  Mr.  Loyd,  the  at* 
tomey  who  managed  the  fale. 

— -  Paddy,  an  American  refugee,  living  at 
Windfoi^. 

Perry  Coffin,  brother  to  Mrs*  Barwell. 

A  SHORT  time  previous  to  the  fale,  Mr.  Nef* 
bitt  made  a  leafe  of  all  his  property  in  this  town, 
confifting  of  about  50  houfes  and  tenements,  to 
the  prefent  members;  which,  as  it  was  with- 
out the  confeht  of  the  mortgagees,  and  other 
claimants  on  the  eftate,  cannot  be  of  any  valU 
dity.  A^  it  is  neceflary  that  every  voter  fliould 
3>c  rated,  to  get  poffeffion  of  thefe  houfes,  cither 
by  leafe  or  purchafe,  was  of  great  confequence. 
At  the  fale  before  the  mafter  in  chancery,  this 
tQwn  lot  was  knocked  down  to  Mr.  Coffin,  as 

agen^ 
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agent  to  Barwell^  for  1200I.  a  Mr.  Hull  opened 
ihe  biddings  for  the  benefit  of  creditors^  who 
was  the  beft  bidder  at  3000  K  Mr.  BarwelU  find- 
ing that  the  fate  of  his  borough,  very  much  more 
than  he  imagined,  depended  on  fecuring  this 
lot,  made  application  to  the  chancellor  for  a 
third  fale,  which  requeft  (ftrange  to  relate)  was 
complied  with  ;  but  had  not  this  nabob  been  in 
the  treafury  intereft,  it  is  more  than  probable  it 
would  have  been  refufed. 

As  this  third  falc  has  not  yet  taken  place,  we 
can  fay  nothing  further  as  to  who  is  to  be  the 
owner  of  this  lot— touch  certainly  depends  there* 
on« 

Ancient  State. 
WiNCHELSEA,  whlch  is  a  Saxon  name,  figni« 
fying  a  place  fituated  in  an  angle  almofl:  fur- 
rounded  by  the  fea,  was  built  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  L  after  an  ancient  town  of  the  fame 
name  was  fwallowed  up  by  the  fea,  in  confe*- 
quence  of  a  dreadful  florm.  It  was  originally 
encompaffed  with  a  rannipart,  and  afterwards 
%vith  a  flrong  wall,,  and  was  a  place  of  fuch 
confequence,   that    it   fiimifhed    the   fleet   of 

Edward 
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^Eftwarfl  III.  wi«h  »w«rtt)wine  »fliifw,  -^Mi  Rvt 

^hundred  avA  ninety-fix  feamcn.    ^Menery  ^SII. 

•  for  iCB  prcftedlion,  built  Camber  caftle,  at  the^x- 

'pence  of  2i3ibboL  a  very  confiderable  Turn  in 

Ihofe  days-      Thr«  town  no  fooner  begsm  to 

fiDiirifii»  'tham  it  was  ravsEged  by  the  French  and 

Spaniards ;  and  at  length,  the  retreat  of  Ac  fea 

cailfcd  it  to  fell  to  decay ;  Winahelfca  fends  two 

9ifember8   to  parliament,   and,    together  with 

Nottingham,  gives  theticle  of  earl  to  the  family 

of  Finch. 

CORPORATIOK^ 

>Whbn  complete,  confifts  of  a  mayor  and 
twelve  jurats;  this  body  fcldom,  in  faft,  exoeefls 
four  or  five. 

HiGHT  OF  Election. 

1711,  II  Feb.  The  freemen  of  the  port  of 
Winchelfca  arc  not  obliged  to  qualify  thcmfelves, 
by  receiving  the  facrament,  according  to  the 
corporation  ad. 

According  to  the  old  cuftumal,  and  the  true 
conftitution  of  the  place,  every  foil  of  a  freeman, 
and  every  freeholder,  were  entitled  to  their  free- 

dom; 
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dom;  hut,  according  to  the  modem  conftitutiony 
the  relations  and  nominees  of  Mr.  Barwcll ;  as 
lord  Darlington,  at  Eafter  laft,  fufFered  Orwell 
to, appoint  his  own  dependants,  merely,  it  is 
fuppofed,  that  he  has  difpofed  of  his  ihare  in 
the  borough  to  the  nabob. 

NuWBER  O^^OTBR^, 

TH  REE. 

Mr.  Martin  is  allowed  two hundredpodwdi 
a  year  for  the  management  of  the  borough,  and 
for  keeping  the  voters  in  good  order,  who  re- 
ceive one  hundred  pounds  a  man  at  each  elec« 
tion« 

It  is  fuppofed,  that  the  only  good  voters  in 
I  this  place  are  the  elder  Martin  and  Tree;  as 
[young  Martin  lives  in  London,  and  the  reft  arc 
placemen. 

The  newly  made  junto  arc  only  fiftitioufly 
rated;  do  not  refide,  and,  on  account  of  divers, 
informalities  in  their  appointment  to  their  free- 
doms, it  is  prefumed  they  might  be  disfran- 
chifed  with  great  eafc. 

Rbturk<% 
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Returning  Officer^ 
The  Mayor. 

The  fee  of  the  mayor  at  an  eledtion  is  200L 

Patrons. 

Mr.  Barwell  and  the  earlof  Dartington;  both 
in  the  intereft  of  the  treafury ;  wherefore  the 
patronage  of  government  is  in  their  hands  aa  to 
diitbuough* 


SEAFDIUX 
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S  E  A  F  O  R  D. 

The  influence  of  this  Borough^  or  Port,  has 
been  exercifed  for  near  two  centuries  by  the  fe* 
toily  of  the  late  Sir  Williant  Thomas,  of  Weft 
Dean^  near  this  plac^  whofe  title  became  extinA 
for  want^  male  heirs;  but  his  eftate^  together 
wkh  the  patronage  of  the  borough^  defcended  to 
the  late  Mr.  Harifon>  of  Sutton^place,  and  from 
him  to  the  prefeilt  Lancelot  Harifon^  Efq. 

This  gentleman>  at  the  age  of  fourteen^  was 
|>ut  into  poiTeffion  of  the  lucrative  finecure  of 
comptroller  of  (rloth  and  petty  cuftoms  in  the 
port  of  London^  which  produces  him  a  net  fa^ 
lary  of  200  L  per  annum  1  to  this  place  waa 
afterwards  added  that  of  fupervifor  of  the  riding 
officers,  worth  150L  per  annum^  and  captain  of 
the  cuflom^houfe  boat,  with  an  income  of  120L 
per  annum  more ;  all  thofe  places  Mr.  Harifon 
was  allowed  to  hold  as  finecures.  Not  having 
ever  been  at  fea,  an  additional  60 1.  per  annum 
was  allowed  Jbr  a  deputy  captain^  or  cbie&mate 

Vpi.  III.  g  of 
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of  the  boat ;  and  as  the  only  duty  bf  tke  ridhg 
ofHcers,  in  this  diftriS:^  was  to  fupport  the  iiw 
tereft  of  the  patron  ac  an  eledion^  the  fupervi«» 
fing  of  them  did  not  require  any  great  vi^lancc* 

From  the  year  1747  to  the  prdent  time,  die 
right  of  eledion  has  been  the  fiibjed  of  cooti* 
nual  litigation.  In  1670  the  houfe  determined 
it  to  be  in  the  populacy^  and  in  1761  the  word 
populacy  was  explained  to  mean  inhal»tants 
houfekeepers  paying  fcot  and  ioL  Tke  u(e 
made  of  this  explanation^  was  to  rate  fucfaf  of 
the  houfekeepers  only  as  were  revenue  officers  or 
dependants  oh  the  will  of  the  patron ;  the  mim*- 
l>er  of  rateable  houfes  within  the  borough  Was 
one  hundred  and  thirty*two»  thoi^  not  rhott 
%than  twenty-four  had  ever  been  knowri  td  have 
*  been  taxed,  previous  to  Mr.  Flood's  fuc^dliliil 
oppofition  in  1786 ;  out  of  this  number jSt^^r» 
\wcre  revenue  officers,  when  Mr.  Crewe's  diC. 
qualifying  bill  was  palTed  in  178a. 

The  firft  petition  which  is  deferviiig  of  the 

.  attention  of  our  readers,  was  occafioned  Hx^iflie 

interference  of  the  late  duke  orNeWflBtte'  « 

the  elcdion  in  1747,  when  the  late  RSgfe'ftbn, 

WiUiam 
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VilKarii  Pitt,  aftfrwards  earl  of  Chatham  ^ 
William  Hay,  Efq.  were  candidates  on  the  mi« 
nifterial  intereft  of  ttiat  day,  and  the  earl  of 
Middlefex,  uncle  to  the  prefent  duke  of  Dorfet, 
and  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Gage,,  afterwards  lord  vit 
count  Gage^qptppfi^d  them  on  the  oppofition,  or 
M*hat  wa$  then  termed  the  prince  of  Wales's  in- 
tercft*  The  petition  fet  forth,  that  at  the  lall 
^ledtion  of  barons  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parlia-> 
ment  for  the  town  and  port  of  Seaford,  in  the 
oounty  of  Suflex,  the  petitioners,  together  with 
the  right  hon.  William  Pitt,  Efq.  and  William 
Hay«  Efq.  were  candidates.  -  That  on  the  day 
before  the  faid  ele^ion^  a  noble  peer  of  this 
realtn  did  invite  to,  and  entertain  at  his  houfe 
jnpft  pf  the  voters  of  the  iaid  town  and  port; 
^and  in  the  room  where  they  were  afiembled, 
jpak^  to.  them  one  by  one,  and  did  folicit  and 
influence  them,  with  refpeft  to  giving  their  votes 
at  the  faid  dedtion ;  by  means  whereof  feveral 
perfons  who  had  promifed  to  vote,  and  would 
have  voted  for  the  petitioners,  were  prevailed 
upo;i  by  the  (aid  noble  peer  to  vote  for  the  iaid 
^;^^r;*  Pitt,  and  Mr»  Hay.  Which  proceeding  the 
^petitioners  conceive  is  an  hij^  infrii^ement  of 
d^  liberties  and  privil^es  of  the  commons  of 

g  a  Great 
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Gfcat  Britain.    That  on  the  .day  of  dediori,  iiX 
aider  to  awe  and  influence  the  voters  im  &voih' 
of  idie  fitting  members,  and  deter  them  fi»m 
toting  for  tlie  petitioners^  the  laid  noble  peer 
.came  into  die  Goart>  accompanied  by  other  peers 
t>f  the  realm ;  and  being  feated  war  to  the  ic 
turning,  officer,  did  continue  there  until  the  poll 
vfzs  tiofed;   notwithllanding  the  prefence   of 
him^  and  the  faid  other  peen  ^ras  bb^e&ed  to  by 
one  :of  the  petitioners^  and  tfaetetuming  officer 
applied  to  by  him  not  to  take  the  poll  while  cbe 
peers  remained  'prefent  'in  the  court.    In  all 
which  thc'faid  petitioners  thought  themfelves  fully 
juflified,  as  they  apprehended  their  prefence  ob- 
ftrudled  the 'freedom^  dftheeledrion^  and  fram 
the  feveial  de^I^ed  r^fblutions  of  the  lioufe)^ 
commons^  was  a  violation  of  the  rigfaes  and*pri« 
vileges  of  the  commons  df'GreatBritainr'and 
that  by  thefe  and  other  illegal  praSices^  the  peti-' 
tioners  loft  a  great  number  of  votes,   which 
would  otherwife  have  been  given  for  the  peti- 
tioners :  and  therefore  praying  the  houie  to  take 
the  premifes  into  confideration,  and  to  grant  the 
petitioners  fuch  relief  as  to  the  houfe  ifaaB  fi^em 
meet.    The   houfe   moved.    That   the  refohs* 
tion  of.  the  tSth  day  of  this^inftant  November, 
5  .  That 
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That  it  is  an  high  inftingement  of  ti^  Uberties 
aiid  privileges  of  the  comnxma  of  Gscat  Britain^ 
for  any  lord  of  parliameotj  or  any  lord  lieurenan( 
of  any  county^  to  concirrn  themfelvea  in  ekftiosf 
of  membeirs  to  ferVe  for  the  conimGn&  iqi  parlinr 
ment,  might  be  read.  And  tfec  famd  was  upad 
accordingly.  A  motion  was  ooade^  and  the  quef- 
tion  being  put.  That  the  matter  of  the  faid  pc-i 
tition  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe:  upon 
which  a  debate  arofe.  In  this  debate,  Mr.  Htt, 
one  of  the  fitting  members,  treated  the  petidon 
with  great  contempt,  j»nd  turn^  it  intg  a  merer 

Ok  this  Qccaiion,  Mr.  Potter  (fon  of  the  arch« 
bifhop)  fpoke  as  follows:  Mr.  Speaker^  I  ri^e  up» 
to  do  myfelf  juftice:  for  as  I  look  upon  the^ 
matteir  contained  in  this  petition  to  be  of  the 
utmoft  importance  tq  the  honour  of  the  hou&» 
and  even  to  the  exiftenc?  pf  parliament ;  and  as^ 
to  my  very  great  amazementj^  (  fee  this  queftica 
treated  with  the  greatefi  contempt  and  ricticulo 
by  an  honourable  gentleman,  whoi^  tveight  may- 
perhaps  perfuade  a  majority  to  b^  of  bi^  opiiiionj^  t 
think:  I  owe  it  to  my^fdf  %o  declate  my  fenti^ 
mcnts  on  this  great  occaiion  jby  fem^ing  monf 
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than  thevotf  which.  I  (hall  give.    I  hope,  Sir^ 
things  arc  not  yet  come  to  fuch  a  pafs,  as  to 
'make  it  neceflary  for  any  man  to  go  about  to 
prove  that  the  conftitution  is  deftroyed,  when- 
;  ever  the  houfe  Ihall  lofe  its  independency.   After 
.  all  the  noble  ftruggles  made  in  the  houfc  by 
great  patriot^  after  all  the  laws  pafled  by  the 
,  Icgiflature   to   prefcrve   that   independency,    I 
,  ihould  hope,  that  out  of  decency  as  well  as  out 
of  regard  to  truth,  I  may  be  allowed  to  argue 
upon  that  as  upon  an  indubitable  maxim.     The 
reprefentatives  of  the  people,  when  they  8irc 
chofen  to  that  office,  have  been  laid  to  be  inde- 
pendent, even  on  ^hcir  conftituents ;  how  ttccef- 
iary  then.  Sir,  is  it  for  this  houfe  to  tAt  dare 
that  there  be  no  other  improper  or  comipr  de- 
pendency ?    But^  Sir,  if  the  miniftcrs  ak  tc^bc 
allowed  to  nominate  to  the  burghs  the'  pi^ns 
who  Ihall  be  their  reprefentatives,  how  2M  wa  to 
exped  an  independent  parliament  ?    That  mi- 
nifters  may  endeavour  to  fubvert  this  indepen- 
dency, that  they  may  think  it  even  nccelTary  to 
their  own  fecurity,  to  corrupt  parliament,  wc 
have  too  much  reafon  to  know.    But,  Sir.  'JtW^ 
ever  pains  fonmer  minifters  may  have  taken  for 
this  pyrpofe,  what  undue  methods  ibever  they 

my 
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nay  have  ufed  to  gain  for  themfclves  a  coirupt 
majority  in  this  houie^  I  believe  hiftory  is  not 
able  to  produce  an  inftance  equal  to  the  prefent^ 
of  a  wife  and  great  flatefman  taking  upon  him* 
felf  the  honourable  employment  of  being  an 
^ent  at  a  biirgh.  It  was  not  enough  to  fignif/ 
his  commaiids  by  his  underlings;  it  was  not 
enough  to  iblicit  votes  in  his  own  perfbn.  The 
voters,  it  feems^  could  not  be  trufted  out  of  hia 
prefence,  and  therefore  they  were  to  be  attended 
even  to  the  poll.  But,  Sir,  this  great  humility 
and  condefcenfion  in  a  minifter,  would,  in 
l^rmer  times,  have  been  conftrued  a  moft  noto^ 
rious  invafion  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  of 
the  privileges  of  this  houfe.  And,  Sir,  what 
will  the  people  fay  to  us  ?  Or  what  will  they 
think  of  our  independency,  if  we  are  not  aa 
Jealpu^  of  their  rights,  and  as  tenacious  of  our 
OFO  privileges  as  any  of  our  predeceflbrs  have 
been?  What  will  they  think,  Sir,  if  after  feeing 
one  parliament  diffolved  in  a  new  unprecedented, 
I  had  almofl:  faid  an  unconflitutional  manner, 
tbey  fhall  be  told,  that  the  minifters  have  been 
nominating  their  reprefentatives  in  the  next 
?vcn  without  the  ceremony  of  a  rc/;^^  d*  Sire? 
fti^  Sir^  ftiU  farther;  What  will  they  think,  if 

g  ^  they 
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rfiey  Ihall  be  told  that  this  procccdijig  of  die 
itiirtifter  has  been  laid  before  the  houfeof  coin^ 
mons^  and  that  the  houfe  of  commons  will  not^ 
Or  dare  not  ccnfurc  him  ?   There  have  been  times, 
when  no  man  was  thought  too  great  to  be  ac- 
countable to  this  houfe  for  his  conduft;  and  I 
could  give  an  inftance,  even  in  my  own  mcmoxy^, 
of  a  great  and  able  ftatefman,  whofc  long  a^mi* 
niflration  was  an   honour  and   benefit  to  his 
country,  and  whofe  conduct  thi$  houf^  thought 
fit  to  enquire  into  by  the  moft  feverc  fcrutiny. — » 
When  I  firft  heard  the  petition  read  at  your 
table,  I  could  hardly  believe  it  poflible  that  the 
allegations  it  contained  were  founded  upon  truth, 
I  expeftcd  to  have  heard  the  friends  of  the  noble 
perfon  who  is  the  objeCl  of  it,  boldly  denying 
the  charge,  and  calling  loudly  upon  the  accufers 
to  juftify  it ;  I  was  determined  not  to  believe  it^ 
unlefs  fupportcd  by  the  ftrongcft  proof.    Bu^  Sir, 
how  great  was  my  amazement  when  I  heard  an 
honofirable  gentleman,  [W.  Pitt,  Efq.]  who  was 
privy  to  the  whole  tranfaftion,  not  only  admit- 
ting every  fa^  alledged  to  be  true,  but  openly 
avowing  and  attempting  to  juftify  them?    In 
what  light  they  may  appear  to  him.  Sir,  he  can 
beft  tell  you  ;  but  to  me  if  fcems  moft  manifcft, 

that 
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rliat'as  the  condudl  comptaincd  c^  wa^  the 
greateft  injury  that  could  be  done  to  pur  pri^- 
leges,  the  attempt  to  juftify  it  is  the  greateft  in^.' 
fuit  upon  our  underftanding.  In  what  other 
light.  Sir,  can  it  appear  to  us^  than  as  the  faft' 
and  utmoff  effort  of  one  who  was  determined,  at 
any  rate,  to  procure  a  majority  in  this  houfc*  of 
perfons  attached  to  himfclf,  his  own  creatures, 
the  tools  of  his  power  ?  I  wifh  to  G<kJ,  Sir, 
nothing  may  happen  to-day  to  give  the  people 
room  to  fufpedl  that  he  has  been  too  fuccefsful. 
What  more  could  he  have  done?  Or  what 
greater  infult  is  it  poflible  for  him  to  offer,  un- 
^cfs  he  ihould  come  even  within  the  walls  of 
this  houfe  to  dire<5l  bur  determinations  ?  After 
what  he  has  done— I  ftiould  not  wonder.  Sir,  if 
he  did  come  and  take  that  chair,  and  tell  you, 
as  we  wcfe  told  formerly,  that  your  mace  was  a 
)bauble,  and  that  you  (hould  keep  it  only  while 
you  pleafe  him.  Your  mace.  Sir,  is  a  biiublc, 
and  fo  i?  every  other  enfign  gf  authority,  unlefs 
you  can  preferve  your  independency,  A  depen- 
dance  upon. the  crown,  Sir^  would  in  the  end 
prove  faul  to  our  liberties;  but  ^  dependance 
upon  the  miniftcr,  as  it  is  infinitely  more  diiho* 
nourable,  is  infinitely  more  dangerous.     One 

might 
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might  fbpprfe,  Sir,  fomc  (tcmty  to  a  people 
from  the  honour  of  a  crowned  head,  and  from 
the  folid  compa6te  that  are  made  between  the 
people  and  their  ibvereign.  I  koour  of  no  coi^w 
pada  lliat  are  or  can  be  rnad^  bctw^n  a  minif- 
ter  and  the  people. .  .  I  can  fuppqf^  tpo^  Sir,  that 
in  fiime  fiicure  time  a  miniiter  n^  9^iCc  pm^u 
.  {;ate  enough  to  cany  his  views  fq  hlgh^  as  to.a^-* 
^ttmpt  to  make  both  king  and  people  fubferyiept 
.  lo  has  own  ambition*  I  can  imagine  fuch  a  one^ 
Sir,  taking  advantage  of  fome  general  calamirx. 
'>or  time  of  general  confufion,  by  a  corrupt  parUa^ 
.  inencaiy  influence  opprefling  even  the  king  upon 
Jus  thro9<  and  making  the  crpwned  head  a  pji- 
fopier  in  his  clofet. ,  I  can  imagine  h;m,  Sir»  To 
blown  up  with  folly  and  felf-conceit^  as  to  be* 
come  a  ccwnpetitor  even  with  thofe  who.fhaJU  be 
of  royal  blood,  for  pofts  of  dignity  or  titles  of  bo« 
BOUT;  and  be  may,  3ir»  (it  is  hardly  poflibie  in^ 
deed)  but  hfi^jnn?)!:  even  proftitute  the  name  of 
tlie  crown  to  {M(i|)or(  his  prctenlions.  This,  $ir, 
I  lay,  is  a  piflure  which  I  can  draw  in  my  own 
mind  of  the  miferable  £ituation  of  this  country  if 
^ver  the  parliament  fbould  become  dependant  on 
a  miniftec  But  as  this  can  never  happen  but  in 
fome  time  of  general  infatuation,  or  general  cor^ 
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mptidli,  liie  wifdom  and  virtue  of  the  prcfcae 
:ige  fctice  fecure  us  from  feeing  it  otherwile 
dian  in  imagination:  but,  Sir,  whatever  I  fee» W 
i^hatever  I  feet,  God  fothid  that  ^  an  aft  or  vq|e 
of  mine,  1  ibould  make  the  way  eafj  for  iMi 
miferies  to  overwhelm  any  future  genenujfliu 
The  honoiitaUe  gentleman  was  pleafed  co  :fi^ 
diat  this  was  a  new  cafe,  and  that  there  waa7;fO 
precedent  upon  our  journals  to  guide  our.poo* 
ceedings:  but  let  it  be  remembered^  that  thki 
can  never  be  the  cafe  again^  fince  the  voce  <rf*.|2o^ 
day  will  remain  upon  our  books  an  eternal  pWi* 
cedent  to  pofterity,  and  a  law  to  this  ban&.&r 
the  future.  For  GckPs  fake  then,  Sir,  let  ustdii^ 
fider  a  little  what  fort  of  a  law  we  are  goii^Vto 
make ;  let  us  remember,  that  if  the  prefent  tiaii& 
a^ion  palTes  uncenfured,  and  is  declared  firce 
from  guilt,  we  may  hereaft^  fee  every  peer  of 
parliament,  every  fecretaiy  and  other  officer  of 
(late,  every  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  with 
bis  treafury  bags  under  his  arm,  attetiding  and 
foliciting  ele^onsi  ^nd  when  they  fhall  be 
called  upon  in  this*  hdufe  to  juftify  their  pro* 
ceedings,  they  fhall  tell  you,  they  have  d^ne 
nothing  but  what  they  had  a  right  to  do,  and 
ihat  fucb  was  the  opinion  of  this  Wife^  this  inde^ 
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pe&deiit»  this  freely  ekded  parliament.   SIr»  lr 
am  not  one  of  thofe  perfons^  who  will  ever  bo 
fisr  extending  the  privileges  of  this  houfe  to  any 
ridieulous  or  romantic  degree:  if  I  eould  bufr 
perfuadc  myfelf  thai  there  was  the  leaft  room  ti^^ 
doobl  ttpon  thia  occaflonj  I  ihottld  thiak  thal^ 
l^omanity  obliged  me  to  put  the  mikbft  con- 
ilruAion.    But  really^  Sir,  I  dnink:  the  in&dl 
offered  to  the  houfe  is  of  fo  flagrant  a  naturej  i 
tbifik  the  precedent  muft  prove  fo  dangerous  «> 
the  honour  and  independency  of  padiameat;  I 
think  the  confequencea  muft.  be  fo  deftrufli^ 
fo  the  confticution,  as  to  deferve  apd  demand 
the  fevereft  animadverfion.     The  honourabie 
gentleman  was  pleafed  to  a(k^  What  is  the  obje£k 
of  the  petition  ?    Sir,  I  will  tell  him  what  the  ob- 
jeft  is ;  it  is  the  fecurity,  the  freedom  of  parlisH 
ments,  and  protefting  the  privileges  of  the  com- 
mons of  Great  Britain.     Surely,  Sin,  from  this 
houfe  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  have  a 
right  to  expeft  juftice.     Their  moft  valuable 
privileges  have  been  trampled  upon  and  m- 
falted,  and  they  come  now  by  this  petition  t6 
flemand  juftice :  Juftice,  Sir,  they  will  recei^»ei 
and  I  hope  now.    But  of  one  thing^  I  am  fure, 

ihaf. 
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ihar,  Toonor  or  hter,  thqr  viiH  hiavc  it,    (The 
petition  was  difmiffed  fay  JK47  a^nft  96*}. 

Th£  next  comteft  of  imporUaice  was  im  X7611 
when  Sir  James  Peachey^  Bart,  and  lord  vifcount 
Cage  fth«  latter  hfaving  changed  his  party  flnce 
the  laft  eleftion),  were  fupported  by  the  drffc* 
of  Newcaftle,  and  the  <fnintfterial  intereft,  and 
George  Medley,  Efq.  and  William  Evelyn,  E9(. 
•oppofcd  them;  At  this  deftion  the  difttn3tdh 
<Xpopnlnty  and  tax^ftvfers^  which  has  fince  be6ti 
the  fubjed  of  fo  much  expence  atid  litigation^ 
firfttook  place. 

Unbeti  the  denomination  of  **  populacy/* 
every  man  who  had  a  legal  parochial  fettlement, 
and  refided  within  the  parifh,  claimed,  as  in 
pot^walloping  boroughs,  the  right  of  voting;  and 
having  exercifed  it  upon  all  former  occafions, 
they  were  deemed  the  legal  conftituent  body. 

•A  MAJORITY  of  the  ''  populacy"  were  inthe. 
intereft  of  Medley  and  Evelyn,  and  precluded 
every  chance  of  fuccefs  from  their  opponents 
or  their  fuffrages.    The  fubterfuge  of  fetting  up 

♦  Aim.  Deb.  Com.  1 1 1 .  77. 
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m  dUlinfi  right  was^  dierefore^  reforted  to  hy  tBe 
Binifterial  candidatet^  as  the  only  method  by 
which  they  mighty  with  the  affiftanceof  the  hottfe 
of  GonnnoDS^  found  ai^  ht^pts  of  fucceediiig* 

Tuit  returning  o£Scer,  Mn-Chambers,  father  of 

Ae  immaculate  chantfier  who  filled  tfiat  flation  at 

the  laft  general.  eledion>  being  io^thc^  imnifterial 

iQCf  refi^  and  the  Cax*payer9»  by .  a  rate»  fabrica*- 

fed  for  the  purpofe^  devoted  to  the  fameparty^ 

f:very  eIiedlor>  whole  name  was  not  upon  the  rfte^ 

vas,  rejected  when  he  tendered  his  vote.  ..A 

wjorlty  being  obtained    by  thefe  means  for 

J^eachyand  Gage,  shty  were  returned  toparlia- 

ment^  and  Mr.  Medley  and  Mr.  Evelyn  were 

left  to  feek  their   redrefs  by  petitioning  the 

Jkoufew 

/■    •     •  •  .      ,   . 

Upon  the  hearing  of  this  petition,  the  houfe 

of  comnions>  who  were  precluded  by  the  ad  of 

^George  II.  from  altering  the  right  oF  ele&ibn» 

contented  themlelyes  with  explaining^  it  awm,  by 

refolving,  that  by  theword  ^'populacy*'  in.th^talt 

refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons»  was  meant 

inhabitisnts  houfcrkeepers  paying  fcoc  aoa  Tot, 

thd 
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and  that  &r  jfames  Peachy  and  lord  vifc^hb 
Gage  were  du^  deBed. 

From  this  period^  dntil  tbeyeat'  1786^  thepracS 
tice  of  taxing  only  the  revenue  officers^  and  four 
or  five  other  individuals^  who  were  fure  to  obey 
the  wdrddf  dommand^  prevaifed,  to  the  exclu-i 
fioh  of  all  the  other  inhabitants.  Petitioiisi 
againft  this  arbitrary  exclufion  were  prefented  iil 
^774  by  MeflTrs.  Say  re  and  Gietwoode^  and  iti 
1780  by  Mr.  Molefworth»  but  Were  not  attended 
With  fuccefs.  The  committees  of  the  houfe  xX 
commons  not  choofing  to  admit  the  rateability  olf 
men^  who  the  Seaford  magif&atesin  their  jufticc 
had  deemed  ineligible. 

In  i774>  the  right  honourable  Thomas  PeU 
l^am^i  whofe  father^  Lord  Pelham^  owns  the 
fy thes  and  about  half  the  landed  property  in  the 
borough^  attempted  to  revive  the  political  inte« 
reft  of  the  family,  which  had  been  neglefled  ever 

^r^ct  the  death  of  the  late  duke  of  Newcaftle^ 
and  the  honourable  L.  T.  Watfon  became  a 
candidate  under  Mr.  Pelham*s  patronage.    A 

^  Mr.  Alves^  wKo  then  refided  in  Harley-ftrect> 

Q  had 
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had  ibccted^  ia  ccKopdliog  tb^  cf^etkctg  ot 
the  parilh  to  add  feven  of  tbe  noD-raied  ioha*. 
biiants  to  the  poor  rate,  became  a  candidate 
upon  their  fuiFrajes  >  and^  by  good  wmmgemmi^ 
brought  over  eight  out  of  tbe  remaining  feven-^ 
teen  eledors,  to  his  intereiL     With  this  majo^ 
rity  he  muft  have  fucceeded^  even  ^g^n&  tbe 
united  interefts  of  the  oppolitional  andminifteu. 
rial  parties;  but  as  tlie  talent  of  fnan^mg  vras 
not  confined  to  Mr.  Alves^  and  tbe  attachment 
fil  this  defcrijption  of  eleBors  being  neither  to 
the  perfon  or  principles  of  their  candidates,  the 
means  were  foon  reforted  to  of  detaching  one 
Jialf  of  Mr.  Alves's  confederated  club  from  \m 
intereft,  and  uniting  them  with  tbe  fiaunch  friends 
of  government,     A  junftion  then  became  ne-» 
ceflary  between  the  remaining  fupporters  of  Mr* 
Alves's  caufe,  and  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Peibaoni 
but  the bewirchingallurements of  treafury temp-i^ 
tation  was  continually  aflailing  this  little  party^ 
and,  by  the  day  pf  eleEtion,  reduced  them  to 
nearly  one  half  of  their  original  number. 

Mr.  Alderman  Curtis  was  at  this  time  tbe 
candidate  on  die  minifterial  intereft,  and  had  ob^ 
tained  tlie  promifes  of  a  majority  of  thefe  vir« 
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tifoas  t\eBLot9,  the  whole  number  being  at  this 
tim^e  oi>Iy  twenty^mri    and,    in  endeavouring 
to  prevent  any  prejudice  which  his  education  in 
the  pyeibyterian  principles   might  create  in  the 
mipds  of  his  orthodoip  conftituents^  embraced 
"the  opportunity,  which  a  faint's  day  prefented» 
of  attending  epifcopal  worfhip  ;  but  as  Satan  is 
never  fo  alert  in  his  mifchievous  propen{ities>  as 
^vhen  an  opportunity  prefents  itfelf  of  refifting 
the  purpofes  of  the  righteous,  he  fo  managed  it, 
as  to  improve  this  unlucky  moment,  of  com-^ 
foK^nding  all  the  parliamentary  fchemes  of  the 
convivial  alderman;  for,  before  he  hadfinifliedhis 
devotions,  a  new  candidate  was  introduced,  under 
the  recommendation  of  the    celebrated    John 
Robinfon,  who  had  formerly  rcprefented  this 
borough,  when  every  ele<£tor  in  Mr.  Curtis*s  in- 
tereft  received  abfolution  from  his  firft  engage- 
ment, and  embraced  the  more  powerful  intereft 
of  a  greater  favourite. 

Several  other  candidates  appeared  at  this 
eleAion  with  minifteriat  recommendation ;  but 
lord  Neville,  and  Sir  Peter  Parker,  having  the 
cQnfidence  of  thofe  in  the  fecret,  we  forbear  to 
mcmian  the  names  of  gentlemen,  whofe  chagrin 

Vol.  hi.  h  muft 
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Biuft  have  been  feverely  irritat^d^  at  £nding 
^emlelves  the  dup^s  o£  n^inifterial  intrigue  and 
duplicity* 

At  the  elc£lion^  which  came  en  in  Ms^rcb^ 
1794»  the  numbers  on  the  poll  were^ 

For  the  mifterial  candidates. 

Lord  Neville,  12 

Sir  Peter  Parker,  12 

For  the  oppofition  candidates, 

Hon.  L.  T.  Walfon,  it 

Thomas  Alves,  Efq.  li 

One  eleftor  did  not  vote,  who,  it  has  fincc 
been  difcovered,  wa^  in  the  minifterial  intereft ; 
but  having  a  majority  without  him,  he  wa$  kept 
back,  that  he  might  not  avow  his  principles  to 
the  oppofite  party,  into  whofe  meetings  he  had, 
always  been  admitted  as  a  friend. 

'  An  informality  was  obferved  in  this  ele£Uon^, 
which  being  of  iipportance  to  future  cont^b. 
we  muft  not  omit  to  mention*  Th^  ^Uiapd 
«th  of  William  IIL  ch.  25,  cnaQ5,  that  the  re-. 

tU^Uilg 
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hirning  officer,  after  the  receipt  of  iht  precept 
from  the  flierifF,  or  the  proper  officer  authorifed 
to  iifue  the  fame>  ihall  proceed  to  the  ele&ioa 
within  eight  days  after  receipt  of  the  precept^ 
%iw\ng  four  days  notice  thereof  *♦ 

The  bailiff  of  Seaford  proceeded  to  the  ekc-» 
tion  on  iht  fourth  day  after  proclamation,  and  it 
being  confidered  that  the  letter  of  the  aft  was 
not  complied  with,  only  three  days  having  inter- 
vened fince  the  proclamation,  a  petition  of  two 
of  the  eleftors  who  voted  for  Mr.  Watfon  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe,  complaining  of  this  irre- 
gularity;  which  being  heard  before  a  committee, 
in  the  month  of  March,  1785,  It  was  determined 
that  the  faid  eleflion  was  void. 

Lord  Neville,  who  had  been  returned  with 
Sir  Peter  Parker,  had  alfo  been  clefted  for  the 
county  of  Monmouth.  This  circumftance  made 
a  vagincy  for  the  borough  of  Seaford  certain^ 
before  the  event  of  the  above  petition  was  known;, 
to  fupply  which,  no  lefs  than  fix  and  twenty  can- 

*  This  aA  does  not  iochjd^  coiuxty  elediions.  Th^  time 
for  making  proclamation,  holding  county  courts  for  ele^on, 
fo*  ie  regulated  by  the  25th  of  George  III*  ch.  -24.  f.  4. 

h  2  didates 
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didatcs  offered  themfelves^  between  die  time  of 
the  eleftion,  in  March  1784,  and  the  hearing  of 
the  petition,  in  March  1785.  The  number  of 
clte£lors  being,  at  that  time,  only  twenty-four^  it 
could  not  fupply  a  fingle  vote  to  each  of  thefe 
gendemen,  if  they  had  perfevercd  in  the  conteft 
to  the  end  of  the  poll. 

One  of  thefe  candidates  was  the  late  right 
honourable  Henry  Flood,  who  was  introduced 
to  the  borough  by  the  author  of  this  work,  not 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  his  feat  by  the  fuf- 
frages  of  the  twenty-four  exifting  voters,  who 
were  to  a  man  engaged  in  the  intereft  of  Mr. 
Pelham,  or  that  of  adminiftration,  though  it  ap- 
peared that  a  decided  majority  of  them  was  to 
be  obtained,  on  what  they  called  honourable  ierms^ 
but  on  the  right  of  twice  that  number  of  inha« 
bitant  houfekeepers,  whofe  names  bad  been 
omitted  in  the  poor  rate  for  near  thirty  years, 
on  purpofe  to  preclude  them  from  the  cxcrcifc 
.  of  their  franchifes. 

Amongst  thefe  perfons,  whom  the  overfeers  of 
the  poor  had  placed  in  the  legal  defcription  of 
paupeKi,   by  charitably  difburthening  them  of 

their 
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their  taxes,  were  the  vicar  of  the  parifh,  and 
fourteen  county  freeholders,  befides  others,  who 
could  afford,  and  aftually  had,  at  the  time,  lent 
money  to  fome  of  the  parifli  officers,  and  even 
to  one  of  the  niagiftrates  who  allowed  the  rates« 

These  non-rated  inhabitants  commenced  their 
claim  to  redrefs,  by  appealing  to  the  quarter- 
feifions  of  the  borough,  on  the  ground  of  being 
excluded  to  anfwer  eIe6lion  purpofesi  Upon 
hearing  this  appeal,  ic  appeared  not  to  have 
been  lodged,  at  the  feflions  next  enfuing  the 
making  of  the  rate,  as  the  law  >dire6ls,  and  the 
magiftrates  availed  themfelves  of  that  pretence 
to  difmifs  it. 

The  overfeers  took  care  to  prevent  a  fecond 
appeal  on  this  complaint,  iy  maintaining  the  poor 
ihemjelves^  and  making  no  ratCy  till  the  eledion, 
which  was  fufpended  for  a  year  by  the  petition^ 
then  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  was  difpof- 
cd  of* 

Sir  Godfrey  Webster  had  declared  himfelf  a 
candidate  on  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Pelharo,  for  the 
vacancy,  occafioned  by  lord  Neville  msOcing  his 

h  3  eleftion 
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eleSkioli  for  Monmouthihire ;  and  lord  Mouni^ 
morres,  in  oppofition^  had  been  recoBunended  by 
the  treafwy. 

The  petition  being  beard^  anciAhe  ^le&ion 
declared  void,  in  March  1785,  there  became  two 
vacancies  $  in  confequence  of  which.  Sir  God^ 
frey  Webfter  united  his  intereft  with  Mr.  Alves, 
as  the  honourable  Mn  Watfon  bad  doiie  at  the 
foraief  ele&ion;  Sir  Peter  PaLtk^r^  and  lord 
Mountmorrea^  appeared  \inder  the  treafury  in- 
fluence, and  Sir  Laurence  Parfons,  Bart,  the 
prefent  member  for  King's  ^County  in  Irelandj 
became  a  candidate  on  the  fuffri^es  of  the  non-i 
rated  houfe-keepers,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Flood. 

Thi  day  preceding  the  election,  a  third  trea- 
fury candidate  appeared,  in  the  perfon  of  Sir' 
John  Hcnderfoji,  and  exhibited  fimilar  oSicial 
recommendations  to  thofe  already  produced  by 
Sir  Peter  Parker  and  lord  Mountmorrcs,  The 
government-  voters,  who  had  all  engaged  to  fup- 
port  the  two  laft,  were  at  &iSi  a  lictie  ftaggcred 
how  to  adl  under  thefe  ccMitradidtory  orders  i 
but  receiving    the  inftrudions  from  a  proper 

pprfoiii 
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»         pcribn^  they  difnufled  brd  Mountmonres,  with 

i)]f         as  little  ceremony  as  they  had,  upon  a  former 

occafion^  done  Mr.  Alderman    Curtis,    under 

iimilar  drcamftances.  His  Lordihip  however  did^ 

not  acquiefce  in  this  treaitment  with  quite  to  much 

IndifFerenrce  and  ccHidefcenfion ;  a  very  ferious 

^'  meeting  had  nearly  taken  place  between  hirii 

^*»  and  Sir  John  Henderfbn,  and  which  was  only 

prevented  by  the  intervention  of  friends,  who 

fuggeftcd  the  propriety  of  an  interview  with  a 

pcrfon  high  in  office,  that  they  might  know  tO 

whom  the  blame  was  imputable. 

This  meeting  aftually  took  place  in  a  few 
days  after,  which  we  fince  underftood  terminated 
fo  little  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  noble  Vifcount, 
that  he  took  the  firft  opportunity,  in  a  dignified 
place  in  a  neigbouring  kingdom,  to  make  fome 
ftrong  comments  in  his  fpecch,  on  the  impro- 
.  priety  of  a  minifter*s  not  paying  the  moft  fcru- 
pulous  attention  to  the  obfervance  of  his  word. 
We  do  not  recoiled  that  he  pledged  himfelf  "  as 
'*'  a  man,  and  as  a  minifterj"  but  it  appears  that 
his  lordfliip  confidered  the  obligation  as  equal- 
ly binding. 

h4  ^  Qn 
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On  tke  day  of  defidon,  feven  candidates  ap-« 
peared  on  the  huftings,  (if  the  miferaUe  place 
in  which  the  public  bufinefs  of  die  boron^  is 
tranfaCied^  may  be  underftood  by  ihat  name) 
but  lord  Mountmorres,  finding  himfdf  deferte4 
by  every  voter  who  had  promifed  hinij  and  l^ 
the  men  who  had  received  him  with  cordiality, 
and  announced  him  to  the  elefiors  as  the  go- 
vernment candidate^  in  a  fpeech  of  manly  in- 
dignation, declined  any  further  connexion  with 
this  confiilent  body  of  eledors. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  poll,  the  numbers  were. 

For  the  right  hon.  Henry  Flood  28 

Sir  Laurence  Parfons,  24 

Sir  Godfrey  Webfter  19 

Thomas  Alves,  Efq.    .  18 

Sir  Peter  Parker,  16 

Sir  John  Henderfon^  1^ 

The  returning  officer  however,  thought  proper 
to  rejeft  every  vote  for  Flood  and  Parfons;  eight 
qfSir  Godfrey  Webfter's;  feven  of  Mr.  Alves's; 
two  of  Sir  Peter  Parker's ;  and  then  made  a  re- 
turn of  the  treafury  candidates* 


At 
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At  this  eleftion  the  celebraied  Mr«  Har1>ea 
made  nis  firft  appearance  in  this  borough,  in  « 
political  chata&er,  having  taken  a  lodgiog-boufe 
for  forty  days,  to  qualify  himfelf  for  an  occa* 
fional  voter.<  Mr.  Harifon,  vho,  for  the  laft 
thirty  years  had  been  confidered  as  the  govern- 
ment agent  and  patron,  was  ftill  looked  up  to  as 
preferving  that  fituation« 

Four  petitions  were  prefented  lo  parliament 
againft  the  return  of  Sir  Peter  Parker,  and  Sir 
John  Henderfon ;  one,  by  Meffrs.  Flood  and 
Paribus ;  a  fecond,  by  certain  ele&ors  in  their 
intereft;  a  third,  by  MefTrs.  Webfterand  Alvcs; 
and  a  fourth,  by  other  electors  who  had  voted 
for  thefe  gentlemen. 

These  petitions  were  tried  by  a  committee  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  in  February  1786,  when> 
after  a  full  inveftigatioii  of  the  claims  of  thofe 
who  voted  for  Flood  and  Parfons,  the  committee 
determined  not  to  admit  evidence  to  invalidate 
the  reiblution  of  1761,  by  which  the  word  popu- 
lacy  was  explained  to  mean  inhabitant  houfe- 
keepers,  paying  fcot  and  lot.  The  counfel  then 
i^ndeavoured  to  prove,  that  thefe  perfons  were 

rateable 
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fateable  boufek^epers.  within  the  metomg;  of  ihe 
Uft  refolution  of  1761  i  but  th^ir  appeal  to  die 
Seaford  fef&ona  not  having  been  made  iivitbinthe 
time  directed  by  law,  the  commtUee  alio  refolved 
not  to  admit  evidence  to  prove  that  fa£L. 

.  The  petition  of  thefe  gentlemen  being  thus 
difpofed  of,  the  committee  proceeded  upon  that 
of  Sir  Godfrey  Webfter  and  Mr.  Alves,  who  ob- 
je6ked  to  three  of  the  votes  for  die  fittii^  mem- 
bers, amongft  whom  was  Mr.  Harben,  who  voted 
for  a  lodging-houfe,  upon  a  pretended  relidctice 
of  forty  days.  The  whole  three  being  deemed 
bad,  the  numbers  f6r  both  parties  became  equal. 
Some  ftrong  evidence  of  bribery  Was  opened^ 
which,  for  reafons  the*  author  is  unacqauinted 
with,  was  not  proceeded  upon.  The  committee, 
therefore,  upon  theequahty  of  numbers,  declar*' 
ed  this  fecond  eledion  void* 

Mr-  Alves  by  this  time  had  received  a  com- 
plete furfeitof  the  Seaford  conteft ;  and  the  vot- 
ers in  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Flood,  having  had  a 
fecond  opportunity  of  appealing  to  the  Seaford 
feflions  againft  the  poor  rate,  a  new  one  being 
made  the  inftant  the  laft  election  was  concluded; 

the 
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the  overfeen,  not  eKpeding  that  the  petidons 
againft  it  would  occalion  a  fecond  void  ele6lioi^ 
the  non-rated  inhabtants  were  now  in  a  fitua«. 
tion  to  prove  their. raieability  before  )a  committee 
of  the  houfe  of  commons;  when  nineteen  of  that 
defcription  being  in  a  ftate  of  opulence  much 
fuperior  to  the  majority  of  the  tax  payers^  J4r» 
Flood's  fuccefs  was  placed  beyond  the  poffibi-^ 
]ky  of  doubts 

.  Miu  Alves  having  declined  any  pt^enfiont 
to  fmure  fupport^  M  his  little  party,  except  one^ 
were  prevailed  on  to  join  the  treafury  junto  1  but 
9,  junQion  having  been  formed,  between  Mi'^ 
Pelham's  intereft  and  thit  of  Mr.  Floods  they 
became  a  majority  of  jxift  two  to  one  againft  aU 
the  forces  the  treafory  could  mufter. 

At  the  third  eleftion,  the  numbers  on  tSttt 
poll  were, 

fQT  the  right  hon.  Henry  Floods  3i 

Sir  Godfrey  Webfter,  Bait*  39 

Sii^  Peter  Parka*,  Bart.  x6 

Sir  Johp  Hendetfon,  B»rt,  16 
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The  returning  officer  again  ftruck  off  all  fuch 
votes  as  did  not  appear  on  the  poor  rate^  though 
that  rate  had  been  rejefted  by  the  committee  as 
a  corrupt  one ;  and,  admitting  the  whole  fixteen 
votes  for  Parker  and  Henderfon,  and  only  half 
that  number  for  Flood  and  Webftcr,  made  his 
return  to  parliament  accordingly. 

These  proceedings  were  too  flagrant  to  meet 
the  eye  of  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of  com-» 
sions ;  for,  however  defperate  the  imbecility  and 
Ignorance  of  a  routed  party  of  borough-mongers 
night  make  ibem>  the  chara&er  of  Sir  Peter 
Parker  and  Sir  John*  Henderfon  were  not  to  be 
fported  with,  to  gratify  the  chagrin  of  fuch 
peofde,  A  petition  of  Mr.  Flood  and  Sir  God- 
frey Webfter  was  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and^ 
when  the  day  of  hearing  arrived,  the  counfel  for 
the  fitting  members  informed  the  committee, 
that  their  clients,  being  fenfible  that  the petiiumers 
bad  a  majority  of  legal  voies^  they  vmld  give  tbem 
m  fmrther  irouhU^  The  committee  reported  to 
the  houfe  the  fame  day,  March  13,  1786,  **  That 
the  right  hon.  Henry  Flood  and  Sir  Godfrey^ 
Webfter,  Bart,  were  duty  ele&ed^  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned." 

4  Thus 
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Thus  was  the  caufe  of  rnddpendencCy  in  this 
little  borough,  triumphant  oyer  the  moft  un-* 
precedented  oppreffion,  and  in  oppofition  to  the 
influence  of  the  treafury,  to  a  family  junto  of 
borough  magiftrates>  or  jurats^  and  to  the  united 
exertion  of  feventee'n  finecure  placemen^  pen« 
fioned  on  purpofe  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  ty* 
ranny. 

The  fyftem  of  politics  in  this  place  now 
took  an  entire  change ;  the  whole  of  Mr.  Flood's 
friends^  together  with  the  other  inhabitant9>  who 
had  taken  no  part  in  the  eledion,  were  put 
upon  the  poor  rates^  and  Mr.  Harifon,  who 
had  for  thirty  years  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
government,  and  been  the  acknowledged  patron 
of  the  borough,  from  the  ill  fuccefs  that  attend- 
ed his  late  management,  or  from  a  determination 
to  introduce  a  manager  of  lefs  fcruple  into  the 
dafliing  concerns  of  the  party,  was  treated  with 
coolnefs  by  the  treafury ;  but  a«  he  ftill  retained 
the  abfolute  command  of  the  corporation,  which 
confided  of  a  bailiff,  three  jurats,  and  feventeen 
freemen,  matters  were  not  yet  quite  ripe  for 
•penly  infuUingand  difmiffing  him. 

Mr. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


t26  snAfottjy. 

Mit.  Harbek,  the  prefent  hcto  of  theie  po-. 
Uucal  myrmidons,  h^d  therefore  time  to  inveigle 
himfclf  intb  the  confidence  of  Mr.  Harifon,  and 
By  an  ofler,  apparently  liberal,  of  undertaking  to 
be  at  the  expence  of  reinftating  Mn  Harifon'a 
influence,  upon  being  permitted  to  fliare  with 
him  in  the  advantages  attached  to  it,  he  ob-* 
tained  the  purchafe  of  feveral  acres  of  land 
within  the  borough,  from  Mr.  Harifon*s  eftate, 
onw  hich  he  foon  ere£leda  (lately  houfe;  and, 
having  once  got  an  eftabliftiment  within  the 
limitsW  its  privileges,  his  next  advance  was 
upon  the  corporation. 

This  body  conGfted  moftly  of  revenue  of- 
ficers, whofe  places  were  all  finecures,  and  were 
originally  created  here,  as  in  riie  other  Cinque 
Ports,  for  theeftabliflimentof  a  government  inte-- 
reft.  Each  individual  owed  his  place  to  the  re- 
commendation of  Mr.  Harifon ;  and  it  was  at 
firft  apprehended,  that  the  moral  tie  of  gratitude 
might  make  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  the  minds 
of  fome  of  them,  as  to  create  a-difficulty  in  the 
attempt,  of  not  only  detaching  them  from  the 
intereft  of  their  benefaflor,  but  in  inducing 
them,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fupport  that  of  his 

avowed 
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avowi$d  opponeM ;  for,  wlw3fi4v«F  the  ex^eriftidtit' 
was  inade^  the  ma{k  of  friencfthip  muft  be  l^kevt 
off. 

Tn^AsuRY  mwda(ie»  were  bowers' ^btaine<!, 
and  the  freemen,  were  founded  one  by  one. 
On  the  Michaelnfias  day  following  th^laie  elec- 
tion defeat,  thisF  mafter-piece  of  political  craft 
was  to  be  played'  off. 

It  commenced  witii  ele&ing  a  creature  of 
Uarafon's,  but  who  w^as  now  privately  In  the  in** 
tereft  of  Harben,  into  the  office  of  bsiiliff>  and 
then  the  cloven  foot  appeared  in  Mr.  Harbcn's 
being  propofed  to  be  ekd:ed  a  freeman.  Mr. 
Harifon,  who  was  prefent,  fired  with  indignation 
at  the  plot  which  was  unfolding  itfelf,  intreated 
the  freemen,  as  they  valued  ibeir  own  interejl  \ 
and  if  they  felt  a  fpark  of  attachment  to  him* 
for  the  places  they  held,  or  the  patronage  hier 
had  ever  afforded  them,  not  to  fuffer  this  at- 
tempt to  fucceed  againft  his  political  exift'ence, 
and  their  fecurity.  The  freemen,  however^ 
heard  this  harangue  with,  ftoic  apathy,  and,  when' 

.«  Thfi  oviy  appeal  to  their  feelisga  whicb  fcemetf  tomakei 
TS^Y  ijnpreiSon. 

the 
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the  queftion  was  put»  to  a  m^  voted  ftgaioA 
their  benefa<5):or  f  !  1 

We  have  been  particular  in  our  relation  of 
thefe  circumftances  qf  political  perfidy,  in  order 
to  difplay  the  pernicious  confequences,  which  the 
prefent  fyftem  of  borough  reprefentation  muft 
have  upon  the  morals  of  the  parties  intereftcd  ^ 
not  doubting  but  it  will  be  an  argument  of 
much  weight  with  the  eftabliflied  clergy,  whofe 
zeal  in  the  caufe  of  virtue  and  good  govern^ 
,  ment,  will  exert  itfelf  with  redoubled  vigour,  to 
obtain  that  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people,  which  is  fo  immediately  connedcd  witk 
the  caufe  of  religion  and  morality. 

Mr.  Harbbn  having  now  ereSed  a  country 
feat  in  the  borough,  and  obtained  another  in 
the  corporation,  felt  his  importance  fufficientl/ 
cftablilhed  to  commence  open  hoftilities  with 
'  Harifon.  The  firft  aft  of  his  reign,  for  he  now 
became  the  avowed  and  oftenfible  agent  of  go* 
vernment,  was  to  procure  Mr.  Harifon's  difmiC- 
£on  from  the  finecure  places  of  fupervifor  of 
the  riding  officers,  and  capuin  of  the  cuftom- 
houfe  boat,  worth  together  t/ol.  ptrMmmii 

the 
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die  firft  of  which  he  dirpored  of  to  Thomas 
Chambers^  the  late  returning  officer^  and  the 
other  he  kept  open  for  the  moll  hungry  of  the 
oppofite  party,  to  bite  at  Mr.  Harifon's  other 
finecure,  of  comptroller  of  cloth  and  petty  cuf^- 
toms  in  the  port  of  London ;  which,  being  a  pa- 
tent place  for  life,  was  out  of  the  reach  of  Mr« 
Harben's  grafp. 

Mr.  Harbbn  was  not  all  this  while  negligent 
of  hisown  interett,  having  procured  the  excife 
of  the  eaftern  part  of  the  county  to  be  paid  into 
his  hands,  in  its  paflage  to  the  treafury,  (an  ob-> 
je£l  of  no  little  importance  to  a  country  banker}^ 
«nd  obtained  the  place  of  receiver  general  of 
the  ftamp  duties  for  Suflex,  worth  600 1.  ftr 
annum  for  his  eldeft  foh ;  his  next  care  was  to 
procure  the  office  of  warehoufe-keeper  of  the 
ftamp  office  in  London,  with  a  falary  of  200 1. 
per  annum  for  his  fecond^fon,  which  he  is  al- 
lowed to  hold  as  a  finecure,  and  to  continue  bis 
refidence  at  Lewes. 

From  this  period  to  the  prefent^  this  infigni* 
ficant  little  place  has  exhibited  the  moft  difguft« 
ing  fcene  of  profligacy,  in  all  its  fliades  of  de« 

Vol,  IIL  i  formity^ 
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formity.  Mr.  Harifon  had  the  merit  of  maitagw 
ing  the  government  influence,  in  iu  political 
concerns,  without  per feeution  1  hi^t  from  this 
moment  fcarce  a  feffions,  afllze,  or  term  paflfed, 
without  jndidments  for  afiai}lta^  informations 
againft  pretended  riots,  in  which  theprofeeators, 
were  always  fure  to  have  been  the  aggreflbrs^ 
indifiments  for  perjury,  robbery,  and  every 
crime  which  malicious  ingenuity  could  give  a 
colourable  pretence  of  inftigating.  The  ex* 
pence  and  ruin  brought  on  individoals  by  tbefe 
means  is  inconceivable,  independent  of  the  dis- 
grace and  mifery  that  the  moft  innocent  muft 
{ufFer,  from  the  infamy  of  foch  proceedings. 

In  oppofition  tp  che^  tr^ufy  influence,  and 
10  thefe  meafures  of  iniquity,  Mr,  Jaiixes  Hur-» 
dis,  a  gentleman  df  iodependent  fortune,  incor«« 
ruptible  integrity,  and  pofleffing  a  miad  preg* 
nant  with  the  moft  amiable  qualities,  ai  bis  own 
private  expence,  not  only  oppc^d  the  loirent  of 
corruption,  which,  like  a  whiriwind,. was  fwallow- 
ing  every  thing  in  its  vprteji,  but,  with  a  bene- 
volence correfponding  with  his  fuperior  virtue*, 
became  the  advocate  of  the  oppreiied,  and  in 
the  language  of  the  inimitable  Gray, 

«'  The  Utde  tyrant  of  his  fields  witUbod.  ^ 

*Tfla 
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iTb  this  viftag^  Hamden^  the  author,  with 
grateful  pride,  acknowledges  his  obligations;  to 
his  hinxif^nity  whole  f^miHes  owe  their  exiftence; 
£o  his  liberality  the  impoverlflied  viftim  of 
lyranity  owes  his  refcue  from  the  jaws  of  a  pri- 
fon;  but  in  his  praife  the  higheft  panegyrick 
would  exhaufl  itfelf  in  vain,  for  he  has  a  fenfibi^ 
lity  which  is  its  own  reward. 

With  Mr.  Hurdis,  every  gentleman  of  the 
borough,  except  the  three  penGoned  jurats,  had 
the  honour  to  a£l,  who  vainly  imagined  that 
it  was  poilible  to  preferve  fuch  a  handful  of 
voters  from  the  influence  of  venality ;  fcaice  a 
iveek  however  palTed^  without  fome  one  being 
detached  from  amongft  the  inferior  part  of  their 
intereft.  The  mode  of  corrupting  thefe  people 
was,  by  advancing  each  individual  a  fum  of  mo« 
j)ey  (not  lefs  than  fifty  pounds)  upon  bond ;  of 
whom,  while  they  continued  obfequious  to  their 
dilator,  neither  principal  nor  intereft  was  de- 
manded ;  but  the  moment  one  of  tbofe  unfortu- 
nate men  prefumed  to  exercife  a  will  of  his  own^ 
the  bond  was  exa6ted  with  unexampled  rigour. 
Another  engine  of  undue  influence  is,  the  number 

i  2  9f 
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of  cuftom-houfe  and  finecure  places^  in  the  gi& 
of  the  patron  of  this  borough. 

Our  readers  will  naturally  be  led  to  imagine^ 
from  the  number  of  tide-waiters^  boatmen^  &c. 
who  refide  here^  that  there  mud  be  a  harbour 
Commodious  for  Chipping;  that  the  imports  and 
exports  muft  be  greats  and  the  revenues  arifing 
from  them  to  government  projportionable  there- 
to;  but  fo  far  is  this  from  being  the  real  fitua* 
tion  of  the  place,  that  the  only  bufinefs  ddne  here 
throughout  i\it  whole  year,  is  the  difchargi&gone 
folitaiy  cargo  of  coals*  Newhaven,  wbich  is  a 
confiderable  port,  where  much  bufinefs  is  dan^ 
with  a  third  part  of  the  number  of  officers,  is  only 
four  miles  diftant  from  hence ;  a  convincing  proof 
that  thefe  vermin  are  fuffered  to  feed  on  the 
earnings  of  the  laborious  part  of  the  public,  only 
becauTe  their  influence  may  have  fome  weight  at 
the  ele&ioA  of  the  treafury  members.  The  pa- 
tronage of  the  cuftom-houfe  at  Newhaven,  6nac« 
count  of  its  vicinity,  is  added  as  an  appendage  to 
the  treafury  agent  of  this  place. 

The  X-e venue  offices  of  Rotten  Dean,  Eaft 
bean^  and  the  cuftom-houfe  of  Eaft  Bourne,  are 

alfe 
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alfo  fupplied  with  pFacemen  from  amongft  the 
eledors  of  this  place. 

Mr.  Harben  being  ftill  unable,  with  all  his 
influence,  to  afcertain  a  ftrength  that  would  con- 
ftitute  a  majority  of  the  eleAors,  had  recourfe  to 
a  new  expedient,  which  was  not  only  contrary  to 
the  charter  of  the  borough,  but  to  its  cuftom, 
pra&ice,  and  conftitutioni  this  was,,  to  create, 
nineteen  nm^refident  freemen^  which  Mr^  Harben 
and  his  advifers  were  weak  enough  to  believe, 
would  inveft  them  with  the  rights  of  eledtion* 
A  meeting  of  the  corporation  was  accordingly 
convened,  at  an  ale-houfe  in  the  borough,  when 
the  following  perfons  were  admitted  to  their 
freedom : 

1.  Hon.  Charles  Lenox,  nephew  to  the  duke 
of  Richmond. 

2.  Robert  Steele,  Efq.  brother  to  the  fecretary 
of  the  treafury. 

3.  Walker  Goldfmith,  brother  to  one  of  the 
jurats. 

4^  Henry  Chambers,  ditto. 

5.  Nathaniel  Pain,  ditto. 

6.  Henry  Plaifted,  brother  in  law  to  Harben. 

i  3  7.  Harry 
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y.  Harry  Plaifted^  coufiu  to  H^rbw^ 

8.  James  Harben^  brother  to  ditto^ 

9.  Robert  Rofam. 

iQ.  Rev-  William  Gwynne^^  of  Lcw<». 

11.  Rev.  Arthur  Ircdcl,  a  relation  of  ferjeam 
Kcmpe. 

12.  William  Green,  a  magiftratc  af  Lewc«b 
and  crier  of  the  court  of  King's  ^ch. 

i^.  Charles  Gilbert. 
14.  Philip  Mighill. 
J5.  JohnCoggan. 

16.  Jame?  Brooj^ej  brother  in  Kw  tp  one  of 
?he  jurats. 

17.  Gabriel  Burrowes^  father  to  the  overfter. 

1 8.  Richard  Talmage,  an  itinerant  carpenter. 

19.  Richard  1'hatchcr,  brother  in  law  to  the 
tpwn  clerk. 

Soon  after  which  were  added  th^  follQwing : 

20.  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt!!! 

21.  Duke  of  Richmond  !!  I 

22.  John  Youpg,  a  jack-afs  driver. 

23*  Williafli  Chambers,  brother  to  two  of  the 
jurats. 

The  jurafcB  in  the  above  lift  were  non-rcfi- 

dents,  and  fcleded  from  differ^t  parts  of  the 

kingdom. 

The 
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Tfl£  refident  freemen  and  }\MU,  fofming  a  lift 
equally  curious^  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  add  theiA 
in  this  place* 

JURATS; 

I  •  Thomas  Chambers,  bailifT,  fupervifor  of  the 
riding  officers,  150L  per  annum. 

2.  James  Chambers^  brother  to  the  former. 

3.  William  Chambers,  ditto,  a  patent  waiter 
in  the  cuftoms  of  the  port  of  London,  150  L  per 
annum,  refides  at  Bletchingdon,  and  carries  on 
the  bufincfs  of  a  farmer, 

4.  Thomas  Harben,  who  refides  at  Lewes,  has 
the  public  taxes  paid  into  his  bank,  and  his  two 
cldeft  fons  have  places  worth  800 1.  per  annum* 

5.  Puke  of  Richmond,  mafter  general  of  the 
ordnance,  &c.  &c.  &c.  who  never  was  within  the 
borough  but  once, 

6.  Lancelot  Harifon,  reliding  at  Brighdielm- 
Hone,  comptroller  of  cloth  and  petty  cuftoms  in 
the  port  of  London,  2Q0L  per  annum. 

7.  Robert  Stone,  a  tenant  of  lord  Pclham. 

PR££M£N« 

9.  Sir  James  Peachey,  mafter  of  the  robe§  to 

the  king. 

i  4  9.  Chatfield 
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9*  Chatfield  Turner^  town  clerk^  wbo  rdidea  at 
Lewes^  and  is  faid  to  be  a  nder^  at  looh  per  an* 
num^  upon  a  revenue  officer^ 

ID.  Thomas  H.  Harben,  ion  of  the  jurat,  and 
coUedlor  of  ftamp-duties,  6ool.  per  annum* 

11.  Jofeph  Stevens,  mate  of  the  revenue  boat» 
6oL  per  annum,  but  a  landfman. 

12.  Charles  Wood,  a  fupcrannuated  revenue 
officer,  who  has  refigned  his  paj  to  be  maititained 
by  the  parifli. 

13.  Henry  Bean,  a  riding  officer,  60L  per 
annum. 

14.  William  Baker,  ditto,  and  brother-in-law 
to  the  bailiff. 

15.  Thomas  Wdod,  a  boat-man,  3ol#  per 
annum. 

16.  John  Wood,  fen.  nicknamed  Roper,  a 
boat-man,  30  L  per  annum,  and  bully  to  the  cor- 
poration. 

17.  John  Hood,  a  fchoolmafter,  and  an  honeft 
maiu 

18.  Thomas  Hughes,  a  fuperannuated  boat- 
man. 

19.  Samuel  Sage,  fen.  a  broken  tide-waiter, 
and  beggar.whipper  to  the  magiftrates. 

20.  Thomas  Holmanj  an  induftrious  labourer. 

31.  Robert 
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'   2T.  Robert  Spearman  Bates^  a  well  known 
Eaft-India  captain,  refident  at  Lymington. 

22.  Thomas  Simmons,  a  bricklayer,  and  a 
boatman,  30L  per  annuni. 

23.  William  Simmons,  father  to  the  former. 
2^.  John  Simmons. 

25.  William  Wood,  fon  to  John  Wood,  a 
bum^bailiflP^  nicknamed  Tippler. 

i6.  William  Harmer,  jun.  cow-boy. 

ay.  Henry  Putland,  a  drunken  diforderly  fel- 
low. 

28.  John  Wood,  jun.  brother  to  Tippler. 
.29.  Thomas  Verral. 

30.  John  Gorringe,  the  perfon  reprimanded 
by  the  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons  for 
prevarication. 

31.  Arthur  Hughes,  fon  to  Thomas  Hughes. 

32.  Jofeph  Stevens,  jun.  fon  to  the  man. 
No.  II. 

33.  William' Hide,  nicknamed  Turpin,  aC 
fiftant  to  Chambers  the  bailiff,  301.  per  annum. 

34.  Mr.  Serjeant  Kempe,  record^  of  this  bo- 
rough. 

Thb  intereft  of  Mr.  Harben,  with  the  aC- 
liflance  of  fo  many  non-rciident  freemen^  not 

being 
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being  yet  deemed  feeure^  another  expedient  was 
Tcfortcd  to.  Twenty^fiji  perfons,  oaoft  of  whom 
vere  in  the  emplojrment  of  Mr.  Haxfaciiy  as 
diggers  of  chalk,  at  eight  ihiitings  per  week  each, 
veye  brought  imo  the  borough  on  the  eve  of 
Chriflmas  day,  1 789 ;  when,  a  now  poor  fate  be- 
ing made  the  fame  evening,  cvciy  one  of  them 
were  taxed  for  fuch  houfcs  a«  were  occu{)ied  by 
widows,  cuOom  houfe  oflikeftf  who  ccMitd  not 
Vt)ie,  or  freemen  whom  they  prcfinncd  had  a  right 
of  fuffrages  by  virtue  of  their  freedom ;  au^d  aiic 
wa3  caitd  for  the  poor  houfe  of  the  pauriflu 

These  twenty-fix  chalk  diggers,  te^etker  with 
IJht  twpnty-four  non-refldent  freemen,  maUog 
together  jifty.  furreptitious  votes,  amcmiited  to 
more  than  half  of  the  whole  nnnnber  ^  legjal 
dedors  in  the  borough:  :^nd  if  a  tetuming  <^c^ 
could  be  found  to  admit  perfons  of  fuch  de* 
iCfipcioBs  to  poll,  little  doub^;  could'  be  Qqw  en- 
teftaiced  of  the  treafiiry  party  fucceading  at  (he 
enfiiing  eledion,  as  far  a(  lead  as  obuaipn^  the 
return,  , 

Th£  di^Iution  of  parHatnent  happene4^  to 
to  taltie  phccJfvenieeH  days  before  the  Jix  momln 

rifidence^ 
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tifid^tte^  r6(|tttfed  by  the  ftatum  of  ifi  George  Uf, 
chap.  I  op,  was  cofi^ted;  in  confequencv  of 
which  the  treafury  junto  found  themfelves  in- 
.Tolyed  in  wh^  appeared  to  be  an  infacmauntar 
ble  dilemma.  The  craft  and  cootriirance  of  their 
OTanagers^  however>  hit  upon  a  iebeme  fer  cxm^, 
eating  them.  Th^  returnickg  officer  \ra$  nor 
compelled^  by  law,  to  proceed  |o  ekftiop  till  the 
eighth  day  %fcer  procJama(ipn,  wbieii  hifipeai^g 
to  be  Saturday,  an  adjournment  took  place  till 
Monday  \  which  inanoeuvre  Cftcried  diem  over 
to  the  tenth  day,  when  it  wgs  agreed  to  difpofe 
of  the.  ren^ir^ng  &ve(i  in  the  foflowii^  manner«» 

TiiB  candidates,  to  infift  on  the  fix  oaths  rer 
quired  by  fl^tute  *,  bf  ing  adminiftered  to-  each 
votery  which  would  take  up  half  ai>  hoQ»  in  re^ 
P^^Ulg  by  e%ch  individuaL 

The  candidate*  and  the  counfel  toobjed  to 
f  ¥cry  votjKr,  obje<ftionabIe  or  not,  and  to  make  4 
speech  of  haif  an  hour  each  on- his  ineligibility; 

.  .  •^  I.  Oathofallegiaaoi*  a.  Ofttfc  of  fiipramcy.  5.  Dei- 
claratm  of  teA.  4;.  Oatt  of  abjpni(ion»  j.  OaOi  of  mA. 
dence*    6.  Bribery  09th. 

3:  vhicb 
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which  mode  would  occupy  one  hour  and  z  balf^ 
more  upon  each  vote  feparately. 

Under  thefe  obftacles^  it  was  deemed  impofli* 
ble  to  poll  more  than  four  votes  each  day>  till 
the  feven  days  were  expired;  at  which  time  the 
fix  and  twenty  chalk  diggers  might  be  brought 
forward^  and  polled^  as  having  completed  their 
fix  months  refidence* 

Tnis  plan  was  adually  put  in  pradice^  and 
this  ridiculous  and  reproachful  farce  was  abfo- 
Itttely  played  oflFfor  the  whole  feven  days* 

The  fcene  exhibited,  candidates  fpeaking 
againft  time,  counfel  pleading  againft  law, 
clergymen  abjuring  popery,  and  the  immaculate 
eledors  of  Seaford  purging  themfelves  of  bri* 
bery  and  corruption. 

The  feven  days  being  at  laft  got  over  by  this 
m;uiagemcnt,  the  fix  and  twenty  chalk  diggers 
were  brought  forward  on  the  eighth  day,  and 
every  one  of  whom  were  admitted  to  poll,  and 
xeceived  as  goad  votes^  by  the  returning  officer. 

Fourteen 
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FouRTEiN  of  the  voters  in  Mr,  Pelham*s  in* 
tereft  were  rejcdted ;  nine  houfekeepers,  who  had 
lived  feveral  years  in  the  borough^  but  whole  po« 
litical  fentiments  not  correfponding  with  thofe 
of  the  parifh  officers^  had  Hot  been  aflefled  to 
the  poor  rate,  though  they  had  frequently  ap* 
pealed  to  the  Seaford  feflions  to  be  admitted  to 
pay  their  taxes  ;  fmr  for  not  having  their  names 
marked  in  the  poor  book^  as  having  paid  the 
laft  rate^  one  of  whom  was  a  gentienian  pdl 
feifing  at  leafl  a  thoufand  pounds  per  amtum  pro« 
pcrty,  and  who  had  been  a  houfekeeper  fix  and 
twenty  years  in  the  place ;  and  one  for  having 
moved  Mi  of  an  old  r^fidence  into  a  new  one  fince  tht 
making  of  the  poor  rate. 

Thb  poU^  thus  favoured  on  one  fide^  and  (cru<* 
tinized  on  the  other>  appeared  to  contain  the 
following  numbers: 

For  the  miniflerial  candidates, 
John  Sargent,  Elq.     92 
R.  P.  Joddreil,  Elq.    91 

For  the  oppofition  candidates. 

Sir  Godfrey  Webfter    48 
Joh|i  Tarleton,  Efq.      4S 

A  PPTU 
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.  A  i^sTJf^roN  was  prefemcd  to  parikment  hy 
iSir  Godfrey  Webfter  and  Mr.  Tarleton,  irnme-^ 
dtttely  on  its  meetingi  com^daining  df  the  abovi 
recumi  and  the  partiality  of  the  retttming  ofi 
ficcr,  &Ci  which  did  not  come  to  a  hearing  till 
lilarchiafl;  when  the  twenty-four  non-refident 
freemen,  and  the  twenty-fix  chalk  diggers,  wcrtf 
dtelared  bad  votes>  and  dtdered  to  be  ftrack 
from  off  the  poll,  without  fubjefking  the  petU 
%]oners  to  the  trouble  of  examining  a  fingic 
1pi^itncfs« 

^HE  poll  of  Sargent  and  Joddtell  was  now  re- 
duced to  foriy^iwo  and  fotty^ne ;  and  the  peti* 
tioners  proceeded  to  add  nine  to  their  own  poU^ 
who  were  houfekeepers  within  the  borough,  and 
though  not  aileiled  to  the  poor  rate,  had  paid  the 
church  and  king's  taxes,  and  had  appealed  againff 
all  the  poor  rates  which  had  been  inade  for  icvei 
ral  years,  in  confequence  of  their  names  having, 
been  omitted.  It  appeared,  however,  that  their 
laft  appeal,  either  by  miftake  or  mgkS^  had  not 
been  entered  on  the  record  of  the  feffions,  the 
committee  refufcd  to  hear  evidence  to  prove 
their  rateability. 

The 
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Th£  copnrel  for  th^  j^titioners  next  attein(>iC(! 
to  eftaUilb  the  four  voiea  who  ba4  been  reJ6£ie4 
for  not  paying  to  the  laft  rate,  preceding  the 
eleaion  to  which  they  had  been  aflbfled.  Thf 
committee,  however,  contrary  to  general  expec^* 
ration,  refufed  to  allow  them. 

Thi  laft  attempt  of  the  petitioners  was,  to  ef^ 
tablifh  the  vote  of  the  man  who  had  been  rejed^ 
ed  by  the  returning,  officer,  for  having  changed 
his  dwelling-houfe  between  the  time  of  making 
the  rate  and  the  elcQion.  In  this  they  fuc-^ 
ceeded* 

The  fitting  members  now  opened  their  cafe, 
and  objeded  to  nineteen  votes  of  the  petitioners^ 
upon  grounds  which  appeared  fo  tery  frivou 
knis,  that  had  complete  evidence  been  brought 
tip  toeftablifh  their  validity,  the  author  is  pet*** 
fuaded,  that  not  one  of  them  could  have  been 
4eemed  ineligible  i  however,  uf>on  fumming 
up  the  evidence,  the  committee  determined 
againft  feven  of  them,  which  put  one  of  the  fit- 
ting members  upon  an  equality  with  one  of  the 
petitioners,  and  loft  Sir  Godfrey  Webftcr  hi« 
feat. 

One 
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One  of  the  eledors  having  polled  for  Sat^ 
^ttt  and  Tarleton^  and  a  fecond  for  Webfter 
ODty>  the  latter  was  one  of  the  votes  difallowed 
by  the  committee,  which  gave  the  majority  of 
mie  to  Sargent  and  Tarleton. 

The  committee,  therefore,  reported  to  the 
boufe,  on  the  19th  March,  1792, 

•That  John  Sargent,  Efq,  one  of  the  fitting 
members,  and  John  Tarleton,  Efq,  one  of  the 
petitioners,  were  duly  clefted/* 

Th£  committee,  at  the  fame  time,  reported 
Ipecially. 

<<  That  the  right  of  eledion  for  the  port  an4 
borough  of  Seaford,  in  the  county  of  Suflex,  is 
in  the  inhabitants  houfe-keepers  of  the  iaid 
town  and  port,  paying  fcot  and  lot,  oful  in  than 

By  this  laft  refolution,  the  corporation,  con- 

fifting  of  a  bailiflp,  jurats,  and  freemen,  which  Mr* 

Harben,  with  fo  much  difficulty  and  expence, 

6    .  bad 
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Bad  attached  to  his  intereft^  are  intirely  fhut  out 
from  all  ekAion  ri^ts  within  the  borough  of 
Seaford^  and  the  privilege  is  vefted  where  the 
^conftitution  originally  placed  it;  in  the  inhabi-i 
tants  houfekeepers^  pitying  fcot  and  and  lot, 

Thi  right  hon.  Thomas  Pelham,  who  may 
now  be  confidered  as  the  patron  of  this 
borough^  both  from  the  influence  of  property^ 
and  the  perfonal  affedions  of  the  people^  mighty 
at  any  period^  have  fupplanted  that  of  Mr.  Har- 
ben,  had  he  condefcended  to  have  recourfe  to 
the  fame  means. 

The  corporation,  to  the  author's  own  know« 
ledge,  made  an  offer  of  their  fervices  to  Mr. 
Pelham,  which  that  gentleman  never  honoured 
with  an  anfwer. 

Mr,  Harben,  fince  he  has  fuperfeded  Mr. 
Harifon  in  the  confidence  of  the  treafury,  has 
had  the  recommendation  to  places  in  the  gift  of 
government,  to  the  amount  of  near  two  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum,  Ampngft  the  perfons  mod 
favoured  are  his  own  foni,  and  Weft,  Martin, 
and  Burrowes,  the  overfeers,  who  were  the 
Vol.  III.  k  framers 
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framers  of  the  poor  rates  which  have  been  the' 
fubjcd;  of  fo  much  litigation^  expence^  and  op^ 
preffion^ 

Right  of  EtEcrioif. 

R£SOLVS»|  that  the  bailiff  Jurats,  and  freemen, 
have  Hoi  tmly  voices  in  eleftions,  but  that  the 
ek&ion  is  in  the  populacy.     lOth  Feb.  1670. 

That  hy  the  word  populacy  is  meant,  inhabit 
tants  houfe^keepers,  paying  fcot  and  lot*  Dec. 
15, 1761. 

To  refufe  the  admiffion  of  evidence,  in  CM'der 
to  ihewj  that  in  the  above  determinations  of  the 
houfe,  the  words  **  bailiff,  jurats^  and  freemen,'* 
mean  ^'  (uch  bailiff,  jurats,  and  freemen  only, 
as  are  refident  within  the  faid  town  and  port/' 
10  Dec.  1761. 

That  the  right  of  eUCtion  is  in  the  inhabit 
tants  boufe-keepers  of  the  laid  town  and  port, 
paying  fcot  and  lot^  and  in  them  only*  19  Mar di* 
179a. 

NVM- 
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Number  of  votbrs# 
Eighty-three* 

Returning  officer* 

The  bailiffs  who  ought  to  be  chofen  by  thtt 
tenants  and  inhabitants,  rtfident  and  abidingi  on 
Mtchaelmas-day  in  every  year. 

Patron; 

Disputed  between  the  right  hon.  Thomas 
Pelbam  and  the  treafury. 

Ancient  State* 

Seaford  was  formerly  a  large  town,  and  had 
four  churches  and  chapels,  till  it  was  burnt  by 
the  enemy.  It  is  now  only  a  fmall  filhing  place^ 
defended  by  a  weak  fort,  ere£ted  rather  for 
political  than  military  purpofes. 

This  place  having  fent  members  26  and  30 
Edward  I.  16  and  19  Edward  IL  18,  20» 
and  21   Richard  II.  and    i   Edward  IV.  not 
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as  a  porty  but  as  a  borough^  ceafed  fending  till 
it  was  reftored  i6  Charles  I.  1640 ;  when  it  was 
made  a  member  of  the  Cinque  Ports. 

Corporation. 

Consists  of  a  bailiff,  twelve  jurats,  (which 
arc  generally  half  or  two-thirds  kept  vacant) 
aod  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen^ 


HISTORY 
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HISTORY 

OP   THS 

COUNTIES  AND  ROYAL  BURGHS 

OP 

SCOTLAND. 


INTRODUCTION. 

^T^HE  political  ftate  of  this  kingdom  was,  in 
-^  ancient  tirhes^,  like  to  that  of  mod  others 
ift  Europe.  The  lands  were  confidered  as  the 
pcGpcity  of  the  fovereign;  his  barons  or  vaf- 
&ls  had  territories  parcelled  out  among  them,  \m- 
der  the  condition  of  performing  fervice  and  fide- 
lity, of  fupportttig  him  in  war,  and  obeying  him 
and  giving  him  counfel  in  peace.  The  lands  were 
held  by  the  barons  (by  grants  or  charters  from  the 
king,  as  original  proprietor)  who  were  obliged  to 
appear  in  arms  when  funmioned  by  him  to  battle, 
or  to  attend  him  in  parliament,  if  he  ftood  in  need 
of  then*  aflifiance,  in  making  laws  or  impofing  taxes» 
Vol.  m.  [B]  Taxci 
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Taxes  were  in  thofe  days  granted  only  upon  par- 
ticular occafions,  fuch  as  the  redemption  of  the 
fovereign  if  a  prifoner,  the  payment  of  the  dowry 
of  his  eldcft  daughter,  or  the  expence  attending 
the  making  his  eldeft  fon  a  knight.  To  attend 
parliament  was  then  accounted  a  duty,  and  a 
mark  of  the  fubjedion  of  a  feudal  vaflal ;  it  was 
always  accompanied  with  much  expence^  and  of 
courfe,  if  poffiblc,  avoided. 

As  the  king  parcelled  out  his  lands  among  the 
barons,  fo  did  they  among  their  inferiors  and  de- 
pendents, under  conditions  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
were  impofed  upon  themfelves  by  the  fovereign. 
The  barons  had  alfo  their  baron-courts,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  parliament  of  the  kingdom,  at  which 
their  vaflals  were  obliged  to  appear,  and  where 
they  fat  and  afted  as  judges  and  legiilators  within 
the  territories  of  their  lord. 

A  great  while  after  the  Union,  it  became  a  pnu:- 
tice  in  Scotland,  for  the  fake  of  acquiring  political 
influence,  to  convey  *  a  freehold  eftate  to  a  friend  by 

fair 

'  ♦  It  never  was  a  pradtice  to  convey  the  property  rfaJreAold 
eftate^  only  the  fuperiority,  as  aftermentioned.  The  law,  as  to 
theTruft-Oath,  made  no  diffaence  in  the  mode»  but  only 

obliged 
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&ir  titles^  but  either  under  a  back  bond,  or  obli- 
gation in  honour,  to  re-convey  and  to  ufe  it  for  the 
grantor's  advantage.  To  put  a  ftop  to  this  the  Truft 
Oath,  or  Oath  of  Poffeffion,  was  framed  ;  which 
may  be  put  by  a  freeholder  to  any  one  who  claims 
aright  to  vote,  either  at  an  eleftion  for  a  member 
of  parliament,  or  at  making  up  the  roll  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  county;  and  if  refufed  to  be 
taken  and  fubfcribed,  the  name  of  the  perfon  re- 
fufing  is  to  be  ftruck  off  from  the  roll,  or  lift  of 
freeholders.  This  oath,  however,  does  not  put 
an  end  to  fiftitious  qualifications.  The  moft 
ufual  methods  of  framing  them  were  the  follow- 
ing *:  A  proprietor  firft  feud  out  the  lands,  upon 
which  he  meant  to  make  the  qualification,  to  fome 

obliged  the  parties  to  rely  upon  the  underjtijod  point  of  honour^ 
infbad  of  a  promife',  or  back  bond,  as  to  the  ufe  to  be  made  of 
the  vote,  and  as  to  the  refioration  of  the  fuperiority  when  re* 
quired. 

♦  A  more  ufual  way  was,  .for  a  proprietor  to  convey  the 
whole  lands,  both  property  and  fuperiority  to  a  friend ;  which 
friend  firft  reconveyed  the  property  back  to  the  owner,  and  then 
parcelled  out  the  fupcrioritics,  and  conveyed  them  to  the  per- 
fons  who  were  meant  to  have  votes :  thb  way  was  preferred,  as 
avoiding  any  dired  tranfaftion  betwixt  the  known  owner  and 
the  new  voter. 

[B  2]  ftiend; 
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friend ;    he  then  alienated  the  fuperiorifies  in  fefe, 
life-rent  or  wadtet^  to  the  pcrfons  whom  he  wilh* 
ed  to  entide  to  vote  ;  after  which,  the  friends,  to 
whom  he  had  feiKl  out  the  lands,    re-difpofed 
diem  to  him ;  and  thus  he  gave  away  the  bare 
fiipcriority  only.     This  aft  was  kpX  in  appear- 
ance, becaufe  the  law  of  Scotland- allows  a  man  to 
alienate  the  fuperionty*,  provided  he  retains  the. 
property  in  his  knds;  and  it  entitles  the  perfon 
holding  the  fuperiority  to  a  right  to  vote.     But  in 
this  itfpeft  it  was  iU^al ;  becaufe  the  peifons  who 
received  fuchfuperiorities  were  underftood,  in  ho* 
nour,  to  reflrcre  the  qualifications  when  required; 
which  tranfaftion  b  done  in  a. way  So  as  notM 
fxake  it  poffible  for  the  voter  to  diflurb  the  titles 
of  the  real  proprietor,  and  to  vote  under  his  influx 
ence. 

The  Court  of  Seffion,  in  the  courfe  of  the  ^fueft 
tions  which  arofe  in  confequence  of  *the  gieneral 
eledion,  in  i76&,bdidcf  putting  the  Truft  Oath, 
a&owed  feveml  imerrogatories  to  be  put  to  thefe 
who  claimed  a  right  to  vote,  for  the  purpofe  of 

*  Oji  the  contrary,  a  man  cannot  alienate  the  fupcriorftj 
alone,  except  it  appears  that  he  is  not  then  pofleflrcd  of  the  pro- 
perty :  and  hence  ai'ofe  the  various  devices  to  alienate,  in  appear* 
anccy  the  property,  previous  to  iplitting  thefuperiorities. 

difcovering 
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difcovering  the  nature  of  the  tranfaftion.  Whe- 
thcr  the  claimant  had  been  folicited  to  accept  of 
the  qualification,  and  if  it  was  not  given  merely  to 
create  a  vote?  Whether  any  thing  had  been 
truly  paid  for  it,  or  was  truly  and  bona  fide  to  be 
paid?  Who  defrayed  the  expence  of  making 
the  conveyances,  &c.  &e, 

Tp  fuch  queftions  feveral  perfons,  who  had 
taken  the  Truft  Oath,  refufed  to  reply,  and  their 
flames  were,  for  that  reafon,  ftruck  off  from 
the  rolls  of  freeholders.  But  the  decifions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Seflions  w^e  reverfed,  upon  the  feme 
queftions  being  brought  by  appeal  before  th« 
Houfe  of  Lords.  It  would  feem,  that  the  Houfe 
pf  Lord))  living  theft  coxifidered  the  Truft  O^th 
as  the  only  teft  of  poffeffion  allowed  by  law,  and 
that  it  exceeded  their  powers,  as  a  court  of  juf- 
tice,  to  adopt  any  other  mode  of  proof,  this 
was  underftood  to  be  law ;  till  at  laft,  on  the  re- 
view of  two  queftions  by  tlie  Houfe  of  Lords,  of 
a  like  nature,  different  principles  were  adopted. 
In  the  cafes  of  the  Honourable  William  Elphin- 
ftone  againft  John  Campbell,  Efq,  aAd  others, 
39th  of  Aprilj  i787»  and  of  Sir  WiUiam  Forbei 
and  others,  agfdnft  Sir  John  Macplierfon^  19th  of 
JVpril,  1791,  it  was  decided,  "  That  fpecial  in- 
[B  3]  terrogatorics 
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terrogatories  might  be  put  to  thofe  who  cUumed 
a  right  to  vote  5  and  if,  befides  taking  the  Traft 
Oath,  they  rcfufed  to  reply,  or  if,  from  their  tct 
plies,  the  tranfadion  appeared  to  be  fimulate,  and 
the  vote  fi&itious,  the  (claiinant  ought  to  be  re- 
jefted/' 

It  was  then  laid  down  by  the  court  to  be  the 
Jaw  of  Scotland,  which  it  certainly  is,  ^*  That  the 
proprietor  of  a  mef  e  right  of  fuperiority,  which  en-? 
tides  him  only  to  a  penpyScot3  yearly ,  isa  freeholdep, 
if  he  be  fairly  holder  and  poffeffor  of  that  intereft* 
in  the  lands,  (uch  as  it  be^ ;  but  if,  for  the  {ake  of 
making  a  vote,  one  perfpn,  (hall  only  in  appears 
ance,  give  to  another  a  right  of  fuperiority,  while 

the  receiver  is  bound  in  honour  to  vote  either  for 

*  That  is,  provided  the  lands  of  which  he  appealed  tQ  be  fur 
perior  are  of  a  certain  value. 

The  law  meant  to  give  a  right  to  vo^c  to  every  man  who  had 
lands,  which  had  been  valued  at  400I.  Scots,  in  the  tax-rolls. 
Now  any  man  is  allowed  to  vpte,  who  is  fuperior  of  iiich  an 
cibite,  though  he  draws  but  a  penny  o;*  any  nominal  feu :  but 
if  a  cafe  can  be  imagined  of  a  perfon's  ^niwing  a  feu  di^ty  gf 
loool.  ayearfrom  lands  valued  at  o^ly  300L  Scots,  that  would 
not  give  him  a  vote.  The  right  to  vote  i§  fixed  by  the  value  of 
the  lands  themfelves,  over  which  a  man  has  a  fiiperiority,  an4 
not  by  the  yalue  of  the  feu  duty  which  the  fuperior  draws  from 
t|)e  lands. 
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him  or  his  friend,  and  not  to  difturb  the  tides  of 
the  grantor,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  then,  is  a  fraud  com- 
mitted againft  the  law,  which  may  be  inveftigated 
in  the  fame  way  with  any  other,  queftion  of  the 
fame  kind." 

The  number  of  voters  in  feveral  counties  in 
Scotland,  is  not  greater  than  in  many  of  the  rot- 
ten boroughs  in  England.  The  right  of  voting 
being  thus  limited,  their  reprefentatives  cannot 
be  (aid  to  be  fairly  and  impartially  eleded,  receiv- 
ing the  voice  of  influence  and  power,  inftead  of 
the  fufirages  of  the  pepple  at  large. 


ABERDEENSHIRE, 

AXN  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  a  meeting 
^^  which  was  held  at  Aberdeen  the  21ft  of 
July,  1790,  for  the  eledtion  of  a  member  to  fervc 
this  county  in  parliament,  the  rjumbcr  of  free* 
holders,  in  whom  the  right  of  election  is  vefted, 
appeared  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  j  when 
James  Fergufon,  Efq,  of  Pitfour,  was  unanj- 
moufly  eleftcd. 

[B  4]  ARGYLE- 
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ARGYLESHIRE. 

AT  the  n^eedng  held  at  biverary  the  i9tb  of 
July,  1 790,  for  the  purpofe  of  clefldng  » 
member  to  reprefent  this  county  in  parliament, 
the  number  of  voters,  aa  appeared  by  ti^^  roU,  was 
forty-three ;  when  Ixf  d  FredericI^  Campbell  w^ 
CDwimoufly  e)ed^ 

J^ATRON.-»-Dukc  of  Ai^le. 


AYRSHIRE, 

AT  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Ayr  the 
ivth  of  July,  1790,  for  the  eleAionofa 
member  to  ferve  this  county  in  parliament,  the 
number  of  eleftors  appeared  to  be  two  hundred 
and  twenty ;  when  Sir  Adam  Ferguflon,  of  KjU^tfr 
fon,  3aru  wai^  unanimoufly  elected. 


5AMFFSHIRE, 

AT  4  meeting  of  freeholders,  which  wa$  hcW 
at  BamfF  the  2d  of  July,   1790,  &r  the 
eledion  of  a    member  to  reprefent  tfiis  county 

in 
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ift  {Murliamcnt,  die  number  of  voters  on  the  rott 
then  made  up,   was  one  hundred    and  ei^t;. 
when  Sir  James  Grant,  of  Grant,  Bart,  was  unani- 
mouily  elefted. 

Pathoks.— Duke  of  Gorddn  and  Earl  of  Fife. 


BERWICKSHIRE. 

/^N  making  up  the  roll  at  a  meeting  of  free« 
^-^  holders,  held  at  Greenlaw  the  ift  of  July, 
1790,  for  die  purpofe  of  elefting  a  member  to 
icprefeot  this  county  in  parliament,  the  number 
of  yoters  appeared  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  s 
when  Patrick  Home,  ^fq.  of . Wedderburii>  was 
iinanimoufly  eleded. 


SHIRE  OF  CAITHNESS. 

ON  the  roll  bebg  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of 
freeholders,  held  at  Wick  the  1  ft  of  July, 
1790»  for  the  purpofe  of  eleding  a  member  to 
peprefenrthis  fhirc  in  parliament,  the  number  of 
Tot^rs  found  in  the  whole  county  was  but  twenty- 
two  j 
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two;  when  Sir  John  Sindair,  Bart,  was  unam« 
moufly  elefted. 

Patron.— 5ir  John  Sinclair. 


SHIRE  OF  CROMARTY. 

IN  this  connty,  according  to  the  meeting  of 
freeholders,  held  at  Cromarty  the  8th  of  July, 
1790,  there  ^re  but  fix  voters 

As  this  numerous  body  of  voters  have  the 
czclufive  privilege  of  electing  the  reprefentatives 
for  the  county,  their  names  may  not  be  unaccept*^ 
able  to  our  readers. 

William  Pulteney,  Efq.  of  Solway  Bank. 
Duncan  Davidfon,  Efq,  of  TuUock. 
Alexander  Rofs  Grey,  Efq.  of  Cromarty. 
David  Urquhart,  Efq.  of  Braelangwall. 
Robert  Bruce  iEneas  Macleod,  Efq.  of  Cadbpll. 
Alexander  Brodie,  Efq.  of  Brodie. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  two  out  of  thefc  fix 
elcdtors  were  candidates  for  its  reprefentation ; 

viz. 
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viz.    Alexander    Brodie,  Efq.  of  Brodic,   and 
Puncaa  Davidfon,  Efcj.  of  Tullock. 

The  following  freeholders  voted  for  Mr,  Da- 
yidfon. 

William  Pulteney,  Prefes. 
Diincan  Davidfon,  for  himfelf, 
Alexander  Rofs  Grey. 

The  following  voted  for  Mr.  3rodie. 

Pavid  Urquhart. 

Robert  Bruce  -ffineas  Madeod. 

Alexander  Brodie^  for  himfelf. 

The  numbers  being  thus  rendered  equal,  tlie 
Prefes,  William  Pulteney,  Efq.  (according  to  Ac 
laws  of  eledion  in  Scotland)  gave  the  cafting 
vote  to  Mr.  Davidfon^  who  was  of  courfe  declaie4 
4uly  ele&ed. 

Patron. — ^Mr.  Pultenqr. 


DUMBAR. 
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DUMBARTONSHIRE. 

ON  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  the  meeting^ 
freeholders^  held  at  Dumbarton  the  21ft  of 
July,  1 790,  for  the  eledion  of  a  mombcr  fo  forvc 
this  (hire  in  psMrliament,  the  number  appeared  to 
be  iixty-iive ;  when  Sir  Archibald  Edmonftone,  of 
Duntreath,  Bart,  was  unanimoufly  elefted. 

Patron. — Hon.  Keith  Elphinfton. 


DUMFRIES-SHIRE. 

0|N  making  up  th«  rpll  at  t  qseeting  of  fttc^ 
holders,  held  at  Dumfries  the  a4th  of  July» 
1790,  the  number  was  ferty*nme.  A  eonf^ 
Chen  tool^  ptef f t.  %.  ^he  reprtft^flfwioa  pf  thi^ 
county  in  parliament,  between  Sir  Rpbercl^wfic* 
and  John  Johnftone,Efq.  of  Alva ;  when  the  num- 
bers were,  for  Sir  John  Robert  L*wrie,  tweitfy- 
two,  John  Jdinftone,  Efq.  thirteen  ;  whereupon 
Sir  Robert  Lawrie  was  returned  as  duly  elefted. 


SHIRE 
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SfflRE  OF  EDINBURGH. 

ON  makingup  the  re^  st  ^  meeting  of  die 
frechoidef^^  hdd  at  Ediaburgb,  2  jth  Jun^f 
1790,.  tbe  iHimber  of  ele&ors  appeared  to  bt 
ninety  fix  ^  wbea  Robert  Dimdas,  ETq*  of  Ar^ 
mftoH,  was  unanisBoufly  eleded  their  repretbaUr 
tivje  in  parliament. 

Patron. — ^Right  Hod.  Henry  Dundas. 


FIFESHIRE. 

^*XN  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of 
\iJ  ftediolders,  held  at  Cupar  the  2ad  c^  July» 
X790»  for  the  purpofe  of  ek&iag  a  men^>er  to  re- 
preihnt  this  fhire  in  parliament,  the  number  of 
voters  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight ;  when 
William  Wemyfs,  Efq.  of  Wemyfs,  was  Unani- 
moufly  eledcd* 

pATW>N.-^Earl  of  Fife^ 


FORFAR. 
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FORFARSHIRE- 

ON  the  roll  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of  fiiee- 
holders,  held  at  Forfiur  the  id  of  July, 
1790,  for  thepurpofeof  eleding  a  member  to 
reprelent  this  (hire  in  parliament^  the  number 
appeared  to  be  ninety-two;  when  David  Scott^ 
£fq.  of  Dunninauld^  was  unanimoufly  eleded. 


'    HADDINGTONSHIRE. 

/^N  the  roll  made  up,  at  a  meeting  of  frec- 
,  holders,  held  at  Haddington  the  28th  of 
June,  1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  eleding  a  repre- 
ientativeto  ferve  this  county  in  parliament,  the 
number  was  feventy-fix  ;  when  John  Hamilton^ 
Efq.ofPencaitland,  was  unanimoufly  elefted. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

i\  T  a  meeting  of  freeholders^  held  at  Invemefs 
-^^  the  27th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  purpofe  of 
eleding  a  reprefentadve  in  parliament  for  this 

county^ 
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county,  the  number  of  voters,  as  appeared  by  the 
.  roll  then  made  up,  was  one  hundred  and  three ; 
when  Lieutenant-colonel  Norman   Macleod,   of 
Macleod,  was  unanimoufly  eleded. 

Patrok. — Duke  of  Gordon. 


KINCARDINESHIRE. 

A  T  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Stone- 

haven  the  14th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  pur- 

pofe  of  eleding  a  reprefentative  in  parliament  for 

this  county,  the  number  of  voters,  as  appeared  by 

tthe  roll  then  made  up,  was  fifty-five ;  when  Robert 

Barclay,  Efq.  of  Urie,  was  unanimoufly  eleded* 


KINROSS-SHIRE. 

A  T  a  meeting  of  freeholders,  held  at  Kinrofs 
on  the  6th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  purpofe 
of  eleding  a  reprefentative  to  ferve  this  county  in 
parliament,  the  number  of  voters  appeared  to  be 
twenty-three ;  when  George  Graham,  Efq.  of  Kin- 
rofs, was  unanimoufly  eledcd. 

STEWARTRY 
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STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 

A  T  the  me0ung,of  freeholders,  heldat  Kirkoad* 
bright  the  14th  of  July,  1790,  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  elefting  a  rcprefentatiye  to  ferve  tkis  place 
in  parliament,  the  number  was,  as  appean  by  the 
roll  made  up,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five ;  when 
^^joi^-geneial  Alexander  Stewart  was  unanimoufly 
clefted. 

LANERKSHIRE, 

/^^VM  the  roll  made  up,  at  a  meetii^  ei  free* 
^^  holders,  held  at  Lanerkthe  14th  of  July, 
1790,  for  the  purpofe  of  eleffcing  their  reprefa- 
tative  in  parliament,  the  number  of  voters  was 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight;  when  Sir  James 
Steuan  Denholme,  of  Coltnefs,  Bart,  was  unani^ 
moufiy  ele&ed. 

LINLITHGOWSHIRE. 

AT  the  laft   general   eledion.    Sir  WiBiaoi 
Augudus   Cunninghame,    of  Livingftone, 
9ad  the  Honourable  John  Hope>  opjpoHed  each 

other 
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Other  as  candidates  for  the  reprcfeatation  of  that 
county  in  parliament.  The  number  of  freeholders 
is  fixty-two ;  of  which  number  thirty-four  TOtdd 
for  the  Honourable  John  Hope,  and  twcrtty  £t£ 
Sir  William  AuguftusCuaninghame;  whcfmpoD 
the  Honourable  John  Hope  was  returned  asid^llf 
cledked. 


'  i\  I .'. 


SHIRE  OF  MORAY. 

»  '  i 

/^N  the  roll  made  up,  at  the  meeting  of  free- 
^^  holders,  held  at  ^gih  the  5lh  of  lulj^ 
1790,  for  the  purpoie  of  ekding  at^d^notiie 
to  ferve  this  county  in  parlkunAn^,  tfti  htihiberdf 
voters  was  feventy-feven ;  when  LetirH  Alexandet 
Grant,  Efq.  of  Grant,  the  youiiger,  was  uiiani- 
moully  eledted. 


SHIRE  OF  ORKNEY. 

AT  the  laft  general  election,  a  conteft  took 

•*•      place  for  the  reprefentation  of  this  county^ 

between  John  Balfour,  Efq.  Fiar  of  Warfater^  and 

Colonel  Thomas  Dundas,  of  Finga&.  The  jaam^ 

Vol.  III.  [C]    ^  ber 
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bfer  of  freeholders,  ai  appears  by  the  roll  made  up 
at  the  meeting  held  at  Kirkwalt,  on  the  28th  of 
Jtfljr,  1790,  Was  fi>rtf ;  nineteen  of  whom  voted 
lor  Mr.  Balfour,  and  thirteen  foV  Mr.  Dundas; 
whefcopon  Mr.  Ealfour  was  retunied  as  duly 
efeaed. 

PATROK.~^tr  Thomas  Dundas. ' 


V      PEEBLlES-SHIRE. 

OKiheToU(  tasAtXip^ti^  n^eetingof  ire^« 
holders^  heb&%t  Fettles  the* '5th  cii}n\fi 
1790^  the  muikber  of  -«oten«  wa^  tliurq^f<sMMf9 
when  Lieucetianc  WiUiaai  MbntgofnerjitWai^  iit$^ 
nimoufly  cleAed.  ^''  •  '^^^»> 


PERTHSHIRE. 

A  T  the  laft  general  eleftion  for  the  reprefenta- 
tive  of  this^ountyj  there  was  a  conteft  be- 
tween  Major  General  James  Murray,  of  Strowan, 
and  John  Drummond,  Efq.  of  MeggiticJi(^A 
which  occafion  the  number  of  freeholders;  as  ap* 
pears  by  the  roll  made  up  at  their  meeting,  held 

^  at 
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HC  Perth  the  17th  of  July,  179^,,  was\one«  huat 
dred  and  forty-five^  jixty-feven  ofwhi^mvated!  foir 
General  Murray,  and  thirty-n^i^^^r  IVtr^  DrMlpp 
mond^  .whereupon  the  Geneiftl  ^^  i8ti4|Md;4| 
duly  elc6)ie4«..  ;;.      ,> 

\ 

RENFkEWSHIRfe.    ^       -' 

\  T  the  laft  general  eleAion  for  this  county, 
^^  there  was  a^c^eft  fqx  ||$.tfiefi^entation^  be* 
tween  John  Shaw  Stewart,  Efq.  of  Greenock,  and 
Alexander  Cunoingbaaie^££|^^  ^)»)g«y)K  jTi^ 
fiumber  of  fircekddflra,  ia^^j^^iWr^.^fey  the  Vot 
iMde  up  at  the  m^ing  i^e^J.jiftaiLoirfiej^f  j^ 
24th  of  July^  1790,  t^4S.ofte  tifmi^feAAr4  V9f!^9lt9r 
eight ;  twenty<^two  of  whcmi  Voted  (09 ,  M^^  Stev^^art, 
and  twenty-one  for  Mr.  Cunninghame;  where- 
upon Mr.  Stewart  was  declared  and  returned  as 
duly  elefted. 


ROSS-SHIRE. 

«■ 

ON  the  making  up  of  the  roU,  at  the  meeting 
of  freeholders,  held  at  Taii>  the  i6th  of  July, 
1 790,  for  the  purpofe  of  ele^ing  a  reprefentative 
[C  2]  to 
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to  ferve  this  fhire  in  parliament,  the  number  of 
Voters  was  feventy-two;  when  William  Adam, 
£fq.  the  younger,  of  Blair,  was  unanknoufly 
cleftcd. 


ROXBURGHSHIRE. 

A  T  the  laft  general  eledion  there  was  a  coateft 
for  the  reprefentation  of  this  couAty^  be- 
tween Sir  George  Douglas,  of  Springwood  ParJ^ 
and  John  Rutherford,  Efi:}.  of  Edgarftoun.  The 
fiumber  of  freeholder^,  as  appears  by  the  roll 
made  up  at  their  meeting,  whith  was  held  ac 
Jedburgh  the  24th  of  July,  17^0,  was  eighty^ 
xyne;  thirty  of  whom  voted  for  Sir  George  Doiig> 
&5,  and  twenty-five  for  Mr.  Rutherford ;  wher^ 
^pon  Sir  George  was  declared  duly  ele^^ 


SELKIRKSHIRE. 

THE  number  of  freeholders  for  this  cotmty, 
as  appears  by  die  toD  Which  was  made  u^ 
at  their  meeting,  held  at  Selkirk  the  2d  of  July, 
1790,  for. the  purpofe  of  eleding  a  member  to 

>    '  .  fervc 
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itrve  them  in  parliament,  was  forty ;  when  Mark 
Pringle,  Efq.  of  Fairnilie,  was  unanimouily 
elcded. 


STIRLINGSHIRE. 

A  T  the  laft  general  eleftion  there  was  a  con- 
-^^  tcft  for  the  repitfentation  of  this  county, 
hptween  Sir  Alexander  Campbell,  of  Ardkinlafs, 
^rt,  and  Sir  Thomas  Dundas,  of  Keffe,  Bait. 
The  number  .of  freeholders,  as  Appeared  by  the 
roll  then  made  up,  at-  ch^  meeting  whicl^  wjs 
held  at  Stirlipg  the  6th  Qf  July,  1790,  was  fifty- 
nine;  twenty-eight  of  whom  voted  for.  Sir  Tho- 
mas Dundas,  and  twenty-two  for  Sir  Alexander 
Campbell;  whereupon  Sir  Thomas  was  returned 
as  duly  eledted. 


SHIRE  OF  SUTHERLAND. 

AT  the  laft  general  ele&ion,' there  was  a  coh- 

-^^  teft  for  the  reprefengiti^a  of  this  county, 

between  General  James  Grant,  of  Ballindallock, 

Robert  Bruce  jEneas.  Madcpd,   Efq.   pf  Qad- 

[C3]*  boll. 
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boll,  and  Robert  Home  Gordon,  Efq.  of  Embo. 
The  number.  ^P  ftcfeholdcrs,  as  appears  by  die 
roll  made  up  at  their  meeting,  which  was  held  at 
^^omock  th>  J4th  of  July,  1790,  wa§^ thirty-five; 
okie  of  wfaocD  voted  for  Geaer^l  Qfant,  fivtf  for 
JMn  Macleodi  and  shree  for  Mr.;G<JF4<5n  >  where- 
upon the.  GejjemiwftSi  returned  m  d\^y  eleded^ 


WIGTONSHIRE. 

o 


N  the  roll  being  made  up,  at  the  meeting  <« 


freeholdca,'^lie4^IflttWigton  the  i6th  of 
July,  1790,  the  number  appeared  to  be  fifty- 
chteej  whw  Att4ret»^jM*DowaIj  Efq.  df  €ul- 
jgfMt,  was  QDaiiMoufl|y  6]d5te4«  ^  "^ 


SHIRJB  OF  BUTE. 


AT  the  making  up  of  the  roll  of  freeholders, 
at  a  meeting  held  at  Rothiay  the  aid  of 
April,  1784,  fince  which  time  the  freeholders  have 
had  no  meeting,  (not  fendii^  a  reprefentative  to 
this  prefent  parliament)  the  number  of  ele^ors 
appeared  to  be  twelve. 


P4ttpyr.*-.£arl  of  Bute. 

CLACK- 
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CLACKMANNANSHIRE. 

A  T  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  this  €Ounty, 
^^  held  at  Clackmannan  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, 17889  fince  which  time  they  have  had  no 
meeting,  (not  fending  a  membet  to  diis  pielent 
parliament)  the  number  of  voters,  as  appeared  by 
the  roll  then  made  up,  was  (txteen. 


NAIRNSHIRE*.  -' 

AT  a  meddiig  of  the:  freeboldert  of  this 
county,  held  at  Nairn  ia  Mid)Mlma5, 1 789, 
fince  which  no  meeting  has  been  held,  this  (hire 
not  returning  a  member  to  this  parliament,  the 
number  of  voters,  as  A{>peared  on  the  roll  then 
made  up,  was  tweijity. 


[C4]         ^  SCOTCH 
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SCOTCH    BOROUGHS. 


INTRODUCTION. 

T)  Y  an  aft  of  the  Scotch  pariiamettt  pafled  in 
-■-'  1 706,  and  which  was  afterwards  engroffcd  in 
the  Treaty  of  Union,  the  city  of  Edinburgh  is 
allowed  to  cleft  one  conuniflioncr  or  reprefentai 
tive  to  ferve  in  p^ijaoiicAp}  'i^hile  the  reft  of  the 
boroughs,  which  are  divided  into  fourteen  cU- 
ilrifts^  are  impowered  to  fend  one  .^o  .•^ac^  d^-* 
ftrift- 

r  '  t     '.  ,    J 

Fo];qi^rly  the  counfeUof^and  magifirates  of  th<» 
royal  boroughs  in  ScotUod  were  eleft^d  anauidly, 
by  a  poll  of  the  burgefles,  as  jhey  w^e  in  Eng- 
land, agreeable  to  the  principles  of  our  conftitu- 
tion ;  but,  by  an  aft  of  1469,  this  mode  was  al- 
tered, and  the  old  council  ordered  annually  to 
choofe  the  new  one;  both  of  which  united  to  eleft 
the  office  bearers  and  ms^iftrates;  but  the  direftions 
of  the  ftaiute  having  never  been  exaftly  attended 
to,  there  is  now  no  precife  rule  for  the  eleftion  of 

the 

•  /  ■    • 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


.IHTfiODVCTION.  ±§ 

tfaexoundl  and  nug^fbrates  of  die  royat  borough 
genera% ;  each  boimigh  ckhning  its  own  polid-* 
ai  blittution.  ^  ' 

.:  The  focm  of  ptacecAng  at  the  election  of  the 
reprefent^tives  of  -jhe  fourteen  diftri^  6i  theft 
boroughs  is  this.  The  ftieriff,  on  receiving  the 
jriity  indorfes  on  it  the  date  on  which  it  camie  to 
basd^  he  thenmakes  out  a  precept  to  every  bo* 
rough  within  his  jurifdidion,  requiring  them 
to  ek<!t  a  conuniHioner  to  meet  at  the  prefiding 
boro<)^  of  the  din;rid,  there  to  afiift  in  eleftihg 
abuigefrto.ferve  in  parliament.  Thefe  precepts 
muft  be  delivered  by  the  Iheriff  to  the  chief  ma- 
giftrate  reiiding  in  the  borough,  within  four  days 
after  receiving  the  writ,  under  the  penalty  of  looL 
flerling  fof  each  offence. 

Under  a  like  penalty  the  chief  magiftrates  mud 
indorfe  upon  the  precept  the  date  of  its  delivery  j 
and,  within  two  days^  mud  call  a  meeting  of  the 
council  of  the  borough,  to  fix  a  day,  at  thedi& 
tance  of  at  leaft  two  free  days,  for  the  eledion  of 
a  commiffioner  qr  delegeite,  to  go  to  the  head- 
borough  to  vote  at  theeleftion  of  a  member  for 
the  diftrift.  The  council 'ineeting  for  this  elec- 
|ion^  then  take  the  oath  of  allegiance)  and  fign 

the 
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die  aflumnce ;  t)^  tQwn-dcrip  ihen  takes  ul  ottfa 
againft  bribei^^  ^  fivesirs  to  tnakea  fekhful  te* 
turn.  The  votes  being  then  put,  the  clerk  is  or* 
dered  to  diaw  mp  a  coiimiil^y  to.  tl^e  perfon 
who  has  the  miUQcity*  ^jnd^toi^gti  a^dr. aAz  to  it 
the  common  feal  of.fhc  l^ro^gh^r,  i,  .,i    .;  . 

The  commiffioners  from  the  di&rentboTOQ^> 
being  thus  chofen,  meet  at  the  piefiding  or  head 
borough  of  the  difbid,  on  the  thiroeth  day  after 
the  fejc  of  the  writ ;  or,  if  that  fliould  £dl  oa  a 
Sunday>  on.  the  day  /pU^vu^ng,  between  eleven  and 
^  twelve  o'clock. In  the  fore^opn.  The  cocom^^ioqer 
from  the  fH'efiding  borough  then  adminifteal  to 
the  clerk  of  bis  own  borough^  who  is  alfo  clerk 
of  the  meeting,  an  oath  againft  bribery,  and  that 
he  (hall  make  a  faithful  retunu 

Having  thus  given  a  brief  account  of  i{he  law 
of  Scotland,  with  refpeft  to  the  authority  which 
the  royal  boroughs  have,  of  elefting  reprcfenta- 
tives  to  ferve  th^m  ix)  parliament,  and  the  manner 
in  \^'hich  (he  delegates  or  commiffioners  are  clipfen 
and  fent  to. the  prefiding  boixmgh  to  proceed  jto 
fucb  eledion,  we  fhall  now  proceed  tQ  give  ^e 
names  of  the  boroughs  which  comppfe  the  cQ- 
ilrlds,  together  with  the  names  pf  diofejperfops 

who 
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*iio  ate  generally  dteftcd  and  returadd  bjr  thcrt  tt> 
be  dieir  reprefentatives  in  pafliiEment.«i  '* 

The'city  x>f  Edinbtirgh,  being  a  phce  of  fotttc 
note,  W  (baH,  iiirith'  leaive  of  our  Readers,  pbiiee 
it  at  die  head  of  tli^  boroughs. 


EDINBURGH. 

Political  Character. 

npHE  mode  of  proteeding  at  theele&lonol 
the  member  of  parliament  for  this  city  is  ex*., 
tremely  fimple,  the  tight  of  elediion  being  in  the 
whole  magiftrates  and  council,  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary, united.  The  derk  (although  perhaps 
he  lies  under  no  Arid  neceffity  by  ftaiute  to  do  fo) 
ulually  takes  the  oath  againil  bribery,  and  to  make 
a  faithful  return. 

The  whole  is  fettled  in  a  general,  but  rather  in- 
accurate way,  by  an  aft  of  the  6th  of  Queen 
Ann,  c.  6.  5.  "  The  Sheriff  of  the  (hire  of  Edih- 
burgh  (hall,  on  the  receipt  of  the  writ,  dire&ed 
to  him,  forthwith  dircdf  his  precept  to  the  Lord 
Proved  of  Edinburgh,  to  caufc  a  burgefi  to  be 

elcded 
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4fiA«d  for  tjhat  city ;  wd  ion  tbe  receipc  of  fiich 
precept,  ihtt  city  of.  Ediebur^  (hall  deft  thor 
member ;  and  their  common  clerk  (hall  certify  his 
siame  to  the  iberiff  of  Edinburghi  who  (hall  an- 
ptix  it  to  hn  fftiu  and  cMum  it* 

The  council  by  whom  the  member  is  defted 
confiftsof_ ,^  ^  .. 

A  provoft 

Four  baiUes 

Dean  of  guild 

Tueiiibce) 

Old  provoft  /  ,  i 

Four  old  bailies  ^ 

CHd  doan^  of  guild 

Oldtreafurcr 
Three  merchant  counfellors 
Two  trades  counfellors 
Six  ordinary  council  deacons 
Eight  extraordinary  council  deacans. 

Thefe  voters  are  all  under  the  influence  of  Mr. 
Dundas,  their  prefent  reprefentative.  The  enor- 
mous patronage  which  this  gentleman  is  qeceflfr 
rily  in  pofleflion  of,  from  the  various  and  lucia- 
live  places  which  he  hdds  under  Government,  inr 
fures  to  him  the  certainty  of  fifccefs  fiar  the  re>^ 

'  prefentation 
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piefentatton  of  the  xdtf ,  unatttnded  both  ^ith 
the  trouble  of  canvaffing  and  the  expeace  of  M 
oppofition  to  his  intereft. 

Number  of  Voters;— Thirty-Aree. 

Patron. — Right  Hon,  Hcniy  Dundas. 

DISTRICT  I. 

This  diflrid,  of  which  Dingwall  was  the  pie* 
fiding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  Dornoch,  Wick, 
Kirkwall,  and  Tain. 

At  the  lad  general  eledlion.  Sir  Charks  Kqfk, 
of  Balnagown,  Bart,  was  unanimou%  ele&ed  to 
reprefent  them  ib  parlkment* 

Number  of  Voters. — FIVE. 
Patron. — Sir  Thonus  Dundas. 

r 

DISTRICT  Ij.     . 

This  diftrid,  of  which  Fortroie  was  the  pre* 
fidbg  borough,  cotnpnTeS  alfo  Invernds,  Nairn* 
lad  Forres.         .     '  • 

At 
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At  die  laft  general  de&ion ,  Sir  Heftor  Motuo^ 
«»s,unaniii]QuiIy  eleded  to  leprefent  diem  tn.pirt 
liameat.  .  ^ 

Number  of  Voters*— TH^|t, »  ,^  ,. 

DISTRICT  III. 

This  dlftrift^  of  which  Elgin  was  the  prefiding 
borough,  comprifts  aifi>  Bwii^''puUen»  Kiotore^ 
and  Inveruiy. 


At  die  lail  generali^iff^iocb  AUtmikr  fto^lAa 

Efq.  was  unanimoufly  deded  tp^Ripn(iMJlili|^* 

paiiiameiic. 

•-     .       *  :/. 
NcTMEER  OP  Voters.— FIVE. 


DISTRICT  IV. 


This  diftrift,  of wlydi  Aberdeen  was  thepft- 
£ding  borough^  <iomprehends«lfo  Monndfe;  9^ 
diin,  Aberbrochodt,  or  Inverbervie.  '''''" 


At  the  lail  gener«t.^kftioa^there  was  an^^ippoG- 
don  for  the  reprefentation  of  thefe  bcnrou^  in 

parliament 
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[mlianient  between  Alexander  Callender,  Efq.  of 
Crichfon,  and  Sir  Dotvid  Carnegie,  of  Southeik. 
The  delegates  of  Aberdeen,  Montrofe^  and  Inver- 
benpie,  voted  for  Mr.  Aleicander,  and  thoie  of 
Brechin  and  Abpetbrothock  for  Sir  David ;  when 
Mr.  Callender  was  elefted,  and  duly  returned. 

Number  of  Votbrs.— FIVE. 


DISTRICT  V; 

This  diftriflf,  of  which  Perth  was  the  prefiding 
bdrougii,  OMi{»riles  dl(b  I>dkr^/%t;  Andrew's, 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  for  thefe  boroughs^ 
a  conteft  took  place  between  Captain  George 
Murray,  of  Pitkeathly,  and  Captain  Colin  Camp- 
bell, of  Carwhin..  T^  comm^oners  for  Dun- 
dee, St.  Andrew's,  Cupar,  and  For&r,  voted  for 
Mr.  Murray,  and  dw^fqf  J?wrtc/9fOp^  Camp- 
\x^f  whc|i.Capr^fi^fXjij,l^jFp^g»d  as  duly, 
elected.  ,_^  vT5j7-v...i  ic  ,)I>:>d^i;i  .♦  • 

DISTRICT 
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DISTRICT  VL 


This  ^iftfift,  of  which  CraiD  was  the  prefiding 
fcorou^,  comprehends  alfo  Kiltunny,  Anftriither 
Wcftcr^  Anftruther  Eafter,  and  Pitienween. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  there  was  a  conteft 
for  the  rcprefencarion  of  thefe  boroughs  in  pailia- 
meiit^  between  Sir  John  Anflxiither  and  Thomas 
Erikinc,  Efq.  late  Bnti(h  Gqufai  at  Gottenbuigh. 
The  delegates  for  Anftruther  Wefter,  Anftruther 
Eafter,  .«id  Pi^enwee^»  voted  for  Sir  John,  and 
thofe  for  Craill  and  Kilrmny  for  Mr.  &ftifi^; 
whereupon  Sir  John  Anftruther  was  x^ropd  a^ 
duly  deded. 

NVMBBR  OF  VoTERS.-^FiyE. 

DISTRICT  VII. 

Thisdiftrii^,  of  which 'Kinghom  wastJie^ph;^ 
idiog  i>oiaQgb>  comprifes '  alfo  Dyfitrt^  Kirkal^ 
die«  and  Bruntiiland. 

Ac  the  laft  general  eledlion  ^ere  wa^  tt  oppo- 
fition  for  their  replantation  in  parliament,  be-* 

twcen 
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tween  the  Honourable  Charles  Hope  and  John 
Crawford,"  Efq.  of  Auchinames.  The  delegates 
for  Kinghorn  and  Kirkaldie  voted  for  Mr.  Hope, 
and  thofe  for  Dylart  and  Bruntifland  for  Mr. 
Crawford  ;  when  Mr.  Hope  was  ele<9:ed^  by  the 
cafting  vote  of  the  delegate  for  Kinghorn,  the  re- 
turning borough. 

Number  of  Voters. — FOUR. 


DISTRICT  VIII. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Stirling  was  the  pre- 
fiding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  Inverkeithing, 
Dunferline,  Culrofs,  and  Queensfcrry. 

At  the  laft  general  eleAion,  Sir  Archibald 
Campbell  was  eledted  without  oppoiition. 

Number  of  Voters. — FOUR. 


DISTRICT  IX. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Rutherglen  was  the  pre- 
fiding  borough,  comprehends  alfo  Glafgow,  Ren- 
frew, and  Dumbarton. 

Vol.  III.  [D]  /^ 
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At  the  laft  general  elcflion,    Mr.   M*Dowal 
was  unanimoufly  eleftcd. 

Number  of  Voters. — FOUR. 


DISTRICT  X. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Jedburgh  was  the  prc- 
fiding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  Dunbar,  North 
Berwick,  Lauder,  and  Haddington. 

At  the  laft  general  eledion  there  was  a  contcft 
for  their  reprefentation  between  the  Honourable 
Thomas  Maitland  and  Colonel  FuUarton.  The 
delegates  for  Jedburgh  and  Haddington  voted  for 
Mr.  Fullarton,  and  rhofe  for  Dunbar,  North 
Berwick  and  Lauder  for  Mr.  Maitland ;  where- 
upon the  latter  gentleman  was  returned. 

Number  OF  Voters. — FIVE. 


DISTRICT  XI. 

This  diftrift,  of  which  Peebles  was  the  return- 
ing borough,  comprifes  alfo  Linlithgow,  Selkirk^ 
and  Lanerk. 

•  At 
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At  the  laft  general  eleftion,  William  Grieve, 
£fq.  was  unanimotifly  elected. 

Number  of  Voters.— FOUR. 


DISTRICT  XiL 

This  diftria,  of  which  Dumfries  was  th6  pre- 
iiding  borough,  comprehends  alfo  Kirkcudbright, 
Annan^  Lochmaben,  and  Sanquhar. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion  there  was  a  conteft 
for  their  reprefentation  in  parliament  between 
Captain  Millar,  jun.  of  Dalfwinton,  and  Sir  Jimes 
Johnftone.  The  delegates  for  Annan  and  Loch- 
maben voted  for  Sir  James,  and  thofe  for  Dum- 
fries, Kirkcudbright,  and  Sahquhar,  for  Captain 
Millar  3  whereupon  Captain  Millar  was  returned. 

Number  of  Voters. — FIVE. 


DISTRICT  XIIL 

This  diftri(SE,  of  which  Whithorn  was  the  pre- 
fiding  borough,  comprifes  alfo  New  Galloway, 
Stranraer,  andWigton. 

[D2]  >t 
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At  the  laft  general  eleftion  there  was  an  oppo- 
fition  for  their  reprefentarion  between  Lord  Dacr 
and  Colonel  Balfour.  The  delegates  for  New  Gal- 
loway and  Stranraer  voted  for  the  former,  and 
thofe  for  Whithorn  and  Wigton  for  the  lat- 
ter; vthcTi  Colonel  Balfoiir  was  declared  to  be 
duly  elected  f  Whithorn  being  the  returning  bo- 
rough. 

Number  of  Vorms. — FOUR. 


DISTRICT  XIV, 

This  diftrld,  ot  which  Irvine  was  the  returning 
borough,  comprehends  alfo  Rothiay,  Inverary, 
Campbellton  and  Ayr. 

At  the  laft  general  eleftion,  the  Honourable 
Colonel  Charles  Stuart  was  unanimoufly  eleded. 

Number  of  Voters.— FIVE. 


A  TABLE 
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HAVING  exhibited  a  pifture  of  die  deformity 
of  the  prefent  fyftem  of  repre&ntation,  we 
wifli,  before  we  clofe  the  fubjeft,  to  Jcad  our 
readers  to  the  more  pleafing  contemplation  of  a 
perfeA  one.  The  plan  adopted  by  the  Weftmin- 
fler  Committee  of  Aflbciation,  and  that  introduced 
into  Parliament  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in 
1780,  being,  in  principle  and  efTence^  the  fame» 
we  devote  our  produftion  to  the  purpofe  of  difle- 
minating  a  knowledge  of  "them  amongft  the 
people,  fatisfied  that  a  reform^  fo  univerfally  admit- 
ted to  be  eflhitial  to  the  exigence  of  our  liberty, 
has  been  fo  little  attended  to,  owing  to  its  having 
been  {o  litde  known.  The  venom  of  corruption, 
which  infufes  its  poifon  into  every  branch  of  the 
prefent  fyftem,  like  liquid  fire  in  the  fea,  would 
be  obliterated  among  the  great  mafs  of  the 
people. 


[D  3]  Report 
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IR^port  of  the  Sub-Committee  of  fVeftminfter^  appointed 

^  April  12,   1780,  to  take  into  confideration  all  fvcb 

matters^  relative  to  the  elelliou  0/  Members  of  Par ^ 

Hanunt^  as  may  promote  the  purpofes  of  the  prejent 

AJfociation, 

Free  Mafons  Tavern,  Mny  zytb,  1780. 

TH  E  Sub-conunittee  having  duly  examined 
the  various  ftatutes  of  this  realm  refped'ing 
tjic  ejcdtion  pf  members  to  fcrve  in  the  Commons* 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  more  particularly  fuch  as 
were  enaded  for  the  purpofe  of  guarding  agaiaft 
the  prevalence  of  bribery  and  corruption  at  elec- 
tions, and  the  operation  of  every  other  fpecies  of 
undue  influence  upon  the  eledors  and  ele^ed ; 
and  reflefting  upon  the  inefficacy  of  thefe  provi- 
fions  with  refped  to  the  prevention  of  evils^  which 
threaten  die  final  extindtion  of  our  liberties,  arc 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  no  effectual  reformation 
of  die  abufts  in  queftidn  can  take  place,  iinlefs 
the  people  exercife  their  inherent  and  undoubted 
right  of  reviewing  the  whole  plan  of  delegation, 
and  by  recurring  to  the  firft  principles  of  our  con- 
ftitution,  again  eftablifli  it  upon  its  ancient  foun- 
dations of  equity  and  right  reafon. 

'  When 
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When  error  has  obtained  the  fanftion  of  time, 
it  appears  to  the  unthinking  mind  under  the  fem- 
blance  of  truth ;  and  even  men  of  refleAion>  who 
have  formed  a  juft  conception  of  its  nature  and  its 
tendency,  are  in  fuch  circumftances  alarmed  with 
apprehenfions  at  the  firft  attempts  for  its  correc- 
tion. However,  as  the  confequences  of  error,  in 
proportion  to  its  magnitude  and  extent  of  opera- 
tion, are  manifeftly  eviJ,  and  as  conftitutional  er- 
rors may  therefore  be  fuppofed  to  be  unavoidably 
productive  of  national  calamity,  it  is  furely  more 
prudent,  in  the  proper  feafon,  to  fubmit  to  the  per- 
haps im^nary  inconveniencies  of  a  reformation, 
ihan  to  fufpend  our  exertions,  until  we  are  obliged 
to  encounter  thofe  accumulated  miferies,  which 
an  obftinate  perfeverance,  iii  an  acknowledged 
courfe  of  error,  muft  derive  upon  both  prince  and 
people. 

The  prevalence  of  evil  in  the  prefent  hour 
proves  the  prevalence  of  error ;  and  it  does  not 
require  any  extraordinary  degree  of  fagacity  in  the 
politician  and  philofopher  to  difcover,  that  the 
primary  error,  and  the  fruitful  fource  of  the  many 
evils  which  we  feel,  confifts  in  a  departure  from 
fundamental  principles,  in  the  prefent  conftitution 
of  the  Commons'  Houfe  of  Parliament :  in  con- 
[D  4]  fequence 
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fequence  bf  which,  it  is  no  longer  obedient  to  the 
will,  or  fpeaks  the  language  of  die  great  confti^ 
tuent  body  of  the  people.     ' 

Every  application,  therefore,  for  the  redrefs  of 
the  prefent  grievances  of  the  nation,  that  Oiall  be 
made  to  a  body  of  men,  no  longer  under  the  in- 
fluence of  their  conftituents,  but  on  the  contr.^ry 
unifbnniy  a&ing  in  fiib/erviency  to  the  views  and 
interefts  of  the  crown,  muft  of  neceflity  be  unfuc- 
cefsful ;  and,  from  the  natural  effeft  of  di(appoint« 
ment  upon  the  human  mind,  will  probably  impair 
the  vigour  of  every  future  exertion. 

Application  to  the  crown  to  fufpend  the  exer- 
tion of  its  influence,  or  to  repair  the  breaches  made 
in  that  part  of  the  conilitution,  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  the  bulwark  of  the  people  agatnft  iti 
encroachments,  pre-fuppofes  fuch  an  ignorance  <rf 
the  principles^  which,  in  certain  circtimfiances, 
are  found  invariably  to  adtuate  the  human  heart, 
that  one  would  be  led  to  imagine  the  ufe  of  argu- . 
roent  would  be  fuperfcded  by  the  obvious  abfur- 
dity  of  the  expedient. 

The  evisnt  of  the  experiment,  ftequently  Ttpcat- 
cd,  has  confirmed  the  conclufion  which  right  rea- 
Ton  would  hav^  fvjggefl^  y  and  it  now  (lands  a 

truth. 
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truth,  recorded  for  the  benefit  of  every  future  ge- 
neration, that  when  the  point  in  quellion  is  a  re- 
drefs  of  grievances,  originating  in  oppreffion,  or 
a  reftitution  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
people,  millions  fue  in  vain. 

To  what  earthly  tribunal  therefore  (hall  ^n  in* 
jured  people  haverefort  in  this  alarming  moment, 
when  a  delperate  faction,  in  the  midft  of  public 
caltoiity  and  diftrefs,  has  manifefted  a  determined 
purpofe  of  perfevering  in  a  line  of  condufl,  which, 
if  perfifted  in,  muft  inevitably  end  in  the  fubver* 
fion  of  our  liberties,  and  the  defolation  of  out 
ftate  ?  The  fun  of  England's  glory  perhaps  fooa 
may  fet  to  rife  no  more  1 

One  hope  ftill  remains  in  the  native  energy  of 
the  great  colleAive  body  of  the  people,  the  native 
energy  of  a  race  of  men,  who  have  always  flood 
diftinguifhed  in  the  annals  of  nations  for  every  li- 
beral fentiment,  and  every  generous  principle  that 
c^  dignify  our  kind. 

The  peaceful  efforts  of  this  mighty  power,  aft- 
ing  by  committees  freely  chofen,  ^e  fufEcient, 
under  the  providence  of  Heaven,  to  re-eflablifh 
the  conflitution  in  its  ancient  vigour.  The  public 
flate  of  affairs  requires  this  exertion ;  the  public 

voice 
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voice  at  length  appears  difpofed  to  bear  its  tefti- 

mony  to  this  important  truth,  viz. 

That  she  reft  oration  of  the  Commons'  Hou/e  of  Par  ^ 
hament  to  freedom  and  independency y  ^  ,iitterp^tioM 
of  the  great  coUeSlive  body  of  the  nation^  is  effentially 
neeeffdry  to  our  exiftence  as  a  free  people^   , 

The  circumftances  of  the  ?imes>  and  the  pe- 
culiar nature  of  the  means,  which  muft  be  em- 
ployed for  efFeding  our  deliverance,  require,  that 
the  propofed  plan  be  exhibited  complete  in  all  its 
effentiai  forms ;  and  that  ^ts  various  parts,  beii^ 
combined  in  Arid:  and  neceflary  union  with  each 
other,  be  eftablifhed  at  one  and  the  {ame  moment 
of  time.. 

When  we  cafl:  our  eyes  upon  the  conduit  of  die 
prefent  Commons*  Houfe  of  Parlianaent ;  when 
we  behold  a  majority  of  its  members,  in  de- 
fiance of  our  petitions,  and  their  own  folemn  dc>- 
claration,  perfift  in  encreafing  the  burdens  of  the 
people,  and  in  a  ftedfaft  purpofe  of  oppofing  every 
meafure  of  redrefs,  defpondingapprehenfions  may 
for  a  time  take  place  in  the  minds  of  the  beft  and 
braveft  of  our  countrymen.  Refledion,  however, 
will  difclofe  a  more  pleafing  profpeft  ariling  from 
ilie  very  extremity  of  our  diftrefs ;  more  vigorous 

counfels. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(    SB    ) 

cX)i3nfels,  and  an  happy  unanimity  will  be  the  un^ 
avoidable  refult ;  the  alarm  of  the  nobility  for  the 
very  exiftence  of  their  prefent  fplendid  diftinftion^ 
will  co-operate  with  the  poignant  feelings  of  the 
people;  and.  every  rank  and  dcfcription  of  men 
will  feel  the  propriety,  the  neceflity  of  eftablifh- 
ing  that  plan  of  parliamentary  reformation,  which 
hold  forth  our  beft,  and  indeed  our  only  fecu- 
ri^y>  againft  the  all-devouring  influence  of  the 
crown. 

Political  truth,  like  the  moral  feelings  of  the 
foul,  is  plain  and  fimple ;  it  recommends  itfelf 
potverfuUy  to  the  general  fentiment :  and,  when 
unveiled  in  its  intrinfic  purity,  will  affuredly  call 
forth  the  animated  e;xertion  of  millions  in  its 
iupport. 

An  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  the 
great  council  of  the  nation,  annual  eledions,  and 
the  univerfal  right  of  fuffrage,  appear  fo  reafon- 
able  to  the  natural  feelings  of  mankind,  that  no 
fophiftry  can  elude  the  force  of  the  arguments 
which  are  urged  in  their  favour ;  and  they ,  are 
rights  of  fo  tranfcendent  a  nature,  that/ in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  claim  of  the  people  to  their  enjoyment, 
the  longeft  period  of  prefcription  is  pleaded  in 
vain.  ,  They  were  fubftantially  enjoyed   in  the 

times 
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times  of  the  immortal  Alfred ;  thty  were  die* 
riftied  by  the  wifeft  princes  of  the  Norman  fine  ; 
diey  form  the  grand  palladium  of  oar  nation  ^ 
they  ought  not  to  be  cfteemed  the  grant  of  Royal 
£ivour,  nor  were  they  at  firft  extorted  by  vidence 
from  the  hand  of  power :  they  are  the  ^rthri^t 
of  Englilhmen,  their  beft  inhentanoe^  which, 
without  the  complicated  crimes  of  trcafon  to  their 
country,  and  injuftice  to  their  pofterity,  they  can- 
not alienate  or  rcfign :  they  form  that  triple  cord 
of  ftrengdi,  which  alone  can  be  relied  on  to  hold^ 
in  times  of  temped,  the  yefiel  of  the  (late. 

With  refpeft  to  the  expediency  of  reforming 
the  reprefentation  of  that  country,  and  of  recurring 
to  the  conftitutional  praftice  of  annually  deftix^ 
the  perfons  fent  to  parliament,  the  Sub-commitcee 
obferve. 

That  the  General  Meeting  of  the  deputies^  oa 
the  17th  of  March,  decided,  in  the  affirmative^ 
upon  the  propriety  of  thefe  meafures,  with  una-* 
nimous  voice ;  that  the  committee  from  which 
this  body  received  its  inftruftions,  have,  with 
fimilar  unanimity,  given  their  fufirages  to  the 
fame  (entiment ;  and  that  the  General  Meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  ofWeftminfter  upon  the  66x 
of  April  declared,  "  That  the  people  of  England 

have. 
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have,  and  always  had,  a  clear,  unalienable,  inde* 
eafible  right  to  an  annual  eledion  of  their  repre- 
fentatives,  as  well  as  to  an  adequate  and  equal  re- 
prcfenution,  founded  upon  ftronger  grounds  than 
that  of  any  a&  or  afts  of  parliament ;  and  that 
the  attainment  of  thefe  important  conftitutional 
objcdfs  is  the  moft  efFeAual  expedient  for  reftoring 
and  {ecuring  the  independency  of  parliament/' 

With  regard  to  the  reftitution  of  the  univerfal 
right  of  fufFrage  the  Sub-committee  conceive,  that 
the  rcafonabknefs  and  expediency  of  the  meafure 
will  probably  be  more  apparent,  if  the  full  extent 
and  magnitude  of  thoTe  powers  be  coniidered, 
which  are  entruftcd  to  the  reprfefentative  by  the 
conftituent  body. 

The  do&rine  that  reprefei^tion  and.  taxation 
are  in&parable,  is  founded  in  truth ;  but  the  un- 
due preference  that  has  been  afforded  to  the  rights 
of  property ,.in  various  difcuflions  of  this  fubjedk, 
has  tended  to  keep  out  of  fight  other  principles, 
eqttally  ^flential  to  a  juft  conception  of  this 
queftion. 

A  portion  of  the  foil,  a  portion  of  its  produce, 
may  be  wanting  to  many  i  but  every  man  has  aa 
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ihtereft  in  his  life^  his  liberty,  his  kindred,  and  his 
country ;  and  wheit  laws  afTedting  thefe  are  made 
by  perfons,  to  whom  he  hath  not  delegated  the 
power,  each  of  thefe  poiiefEons,  which  are  as  fub- 
fiantial,  as  if,  like  land  or  money,  they  were  ob- 
jeds  of  the  fenfe$>  may  be  invaded^  and  probably 
would  be  invaded  by  thofe,  who,  being  poflefled 
of  property,  the  grand  enchantrcfs  of  the  woiid, 
would  thereby  be  enabled  more  fiiccefsfuUy  to 
gratify  that  luft  of  defpotic  power,  which  fo  ftrong- 
ly  charaderiies  the  human  heart* 

The  exercife  of  the  poor  man's  eledive  right  i$ 
therefore  effcntial  to  his  freedom  ;  and  although* 
in  ordinaiy  cafes,  he  may  fometimes  difpofe  of  hi$ 
fufirage  without  a  proper  regard  to  its  impwtaneei 
yet,  when  public  calamity  demonftrates  that  pub* 
lie  confidence  has  l)een  abufed,  the  opportynity 
of  reftifying  the  evil  by  a  more  judicious  delega* 
tion  will  probably  not  be  neglcfted.  Comraon- 
fenfe  will  inftruft  him  that  his  own  free  and  unbi- 
affed  voice,  united  with  tlie  voices  of  that  nume- 
rous clafs  of  fellow  citizens,  who  arc  his  feltow 
fufferers,  at  fuch  a  period,  will  prevail  over  the  in* 
terefted  oppofition  of  the  tyrants  of  their  fpecks, 
and  finally  eftablilh  the  real  friends  of  humanity 
ai\d  of  their  country  in  the  feat  of  power. 

It 
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It  may  alfo  be  obfcrved,  that  no  confideration 
would  have  a  ftronger  tendency  to  generate  pro- 
per fentiments  of  affedion  to  the  community,  and 
more  efFeftually  recall  the  mindi  of  the  rifing  ge. 
neration  from  a  courfe  of  diffipation  and  attachment 
to  unworthy  gratifications^  than  the  perception 
of  that  (hare  of  political  confeqtience,  which  the 
reliitution  of  the  univerfal  right  of  fuffrage  would 
afford. 

At  a  certain  age  all  the  male  inhabitants  of  this 
kingdom,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  fubjeft  to 
the  obligation  of  ferving  in  the  Militia,  Shall  a 
itian  therefore  be  thought  unworthy  of  a  fuffrage. 
in  the  eleAion  of  his  reprefentative,  and  at  the 
fame  time  (hall  his  fellow  citizens  intruft  to  his 
fidelity  and  courage  whatever  they  hold  dear  ?  Is 
it  reafon^le  to  deny  to  a  citizen,  when  he  has  at- 
tained to  maturity  in  his  mental  capacity,  the  com- 
mon privilege  of  a  freeman,  the  right  of  being  go- 
verned by  laws,  to  which  the  aflent  of  himfelf  or 
his  reprefentative  has  been  obtained,  and  at  the 
feme  time  to  avail  ourfelvcs  of  his  bodily  ftrength  ? 
Is  it  generous,  is  it  politic,  to  treat  him  as  an 
alien  in  the  community,  at  the  moment  he  may  be 
ornamenting  it  by  the  powers  of  his  undcrftand- 
iflg,  or  defending  it  by  his  arms  ? 

Urged 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(    6o     } 

U^ed  by  the  force  of*  thefe  refledionS,  youf 
Sub-committee  have  confidered  the  points  pro^ 
pofed  to  their  deliberation  in  their  full  extent* 
They  have  examined  the  voluminous  fyflem  of 
kws  relating  to  the  fubjedt  of  parliamentary  elec- 
tions, and  find  themfelves  under  a  neceflity  of 
pronouncing  the  far  greater  part  of  them  to  be 
Ibuiukd  upon  partial  conceptions,  ui^ft  reftric- 
ti6ns>  and  falfe  meafures  of  expediency,  which 
will  not  ftand  the  tell  when  contraftcd  by  the  ac- 
knowledged principles  of  the  conftitution  of  thk 
country. 

More  particularly^  it  appears  to  your  Sub*com^ 
oaittee, 

z.  That  through  the  joint  operatien  of  the  fU* 
tute  of  disfranchifement,  palTed  in  the  eighth  year 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  VL  and  the  triennial  bill 
of  the  fixth  of  William  and  Mary,  which  at- 
tempted to  give  die  firft  legal  fanftion  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  fame  parliament  beyond  die  period 
of  a  fingle  feflion,  the  reprefentation  of  the  Com- 
mons of  England  is  virtually  antaihilateds  and  an 
inftitution,  which  was  intended  to  be  the  peo- 
ple's defence  againil  ariftocratic  dominatic^y  ^^ 
regal  defpotifm,  is  now  become  an  engine  in  the 

hands 
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hands  of  the  minifter,  to  tax,  opprefs,  infult,  and 
cnflave  the  people  of  this  country, 

2.  That  the  prefent  inequality  in  the  reprefen- 
tation^  in  a  gr^at  meafure  origjutates  in  an  arbitrary 
exercife  (tf  the  royal  prerogative,  whereby,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  cleareft  principlps  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  the  crown  prefumed  to  authorize,  at  pleafurc, 
certain  incorporated  bodies  to  fend  members  to  the 
Commons'  Houfe  of  ParUament ;  the  unfufped-  ' 
ing  people  of  this  country  at  the  fame  time  not  at- 
tending to  the  inequality,  that  from  thence  muft 
neceflarily  take  place  in  the  reprefentation,  to  the 
fubftantial  injury  oi  themfelves,  and  every  fucceed* 
ing  generation. 

That  in  confeqoence  of  the  decay  of  many  of 
thefe  corporations,  and  through  the  partiality  of 
the  crowjQ  in  various  periods  of  our  hiftory  to  its 
own  tenants  and  dependants,  there  is  at  this  time 
a  degree  of  reprefentation  enjoyed  by  many  bo- 
roughs of  this  kingdom^  far  exceeding  the  bounds 
of  due  proportion,  and  too  dangerous  to  the  pub- 
lic freedom  to  be  longer  endured. 

3.  That  more  than  feventy  ads  oP  parliament 
have  been  pafled  fince  the  firft  invafion  of  the  li- 
berties of  Engliflvnen  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. , 

Vot.  m.  [E]  for 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(      62      ) 

for  the  purpofe  of  regulating  eledions — ^that  tu- 
mults and  diforders,  bribery,  perjury,  and  falfc 
returns,  with  a  long  train  of  other  attendant  evils, 
have  been  multiplied,  in  proportion  as  the  a£ts 
were  multiplied,  which,  under  pretence  of  re- 
moving thefe  evils,  have  in  feft  perpetuated  them, 
and  at  the  fame  time  have  abolifiied,  and  almofl: 
obliterated  the  remembrance  of  the  univerfal  right 
of  fuftrage,  which  forms  one  of  the  moft  impor- 
tant franchifes  of  die  £ngli(h  people. 

4.  That  every  attempt  to  banifli  bribery  and 
corruption,  and  undue  influence,  while  the  prefent 
reftridtions  oii  the  right  of  fuf&age,  and  imperfeft 
reprefentation  in  a  feptennial  parliament  (hall  fqb* 
fill,  would  only  be  calculated  to  deceive  andamufe 
the  nation  to  its  final  deftruftion. 

5,  That  inftead  of  adding  to  the  number  of  our 
ftatutes  by  regulations  incompetent  to  the  purpofe 
propoftd,  reformation  Ihould  commence  with  the 
refcinding  and  aboliftiingof  the  injurious  afts  and 
illegal  cuftoms  above-mentioned :  thus  would  the 
Conftitution,  as  if  delivered  from  an  oppreflive 
weight  that  impedes  its  exertions,  recover  its  ener- 
gies ;  while  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded 
would  fugged  a  fimplc  practicable,  and  eflfedual 
plan  for  regulating  thofe  eleftions,  on  which  our 

freedom 
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freedom,  our  happinefs,  and  our  very  national 
exigence  muft  depend* 

Governed  by  thefe  confiderations,  the  Sub-com- 
mittee have  framed  the  following  plan,  in  which 
they  have  made  it  their  chief  effort  plainly  to  ex- 
prcfs  every  material  provifion  for  fecuring  the  free 
election  of  an  independent  Houfe  of  Parliament — 
they  have  ftudioufly  avoided  entering  into  a  de- 
tail— they  have  fuggefted  to  the  beft  of  their  abi- 
lity apian,  founded  upon  conftitutional  principles,, 
and  the  common  right  of  mankind — a  plan  expe- 
dient in  our  prefent  circumftances,  and  which 
may  with  facility  be  carried  into  execution  by  the 
fpirited,  yet  pacific  efforts  of  the  people  ;  provided 
their  breads  are  informed  with  the  fame  fentimcnts 
of  public  virtue,  and  ardent  love  of  liberty,  which 
have  hitherto  animated  the  exertions  of  the  Englifh 
nation. 

Plan  for  taking  the  Suffrages  of  the  People  at 
the  Eleftion  of  Reprefentatives  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament. 

I.  THAT  each  county  be  divided  into  as  many, 
•  diftrifts  as  it  is  intitled  to  eleft  reprefentatives, 
^ach  diftridt  chafing  one  reprcfentative. 

[E  2]  11.  That 
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II.  That  the  divifion  of  the  county  into  dif- 
tridls  be  conftituted  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  each 
diftrid  contain  nearly  an  equal  number  of  males 
competent  to  vote  in  eieftions  ;  regard  being  had, 
as  much  as  may  be,  to  the  parochial  divifions  of 
the  kingdom,  fo  that  each  divifion  comprehend  a 
cenain  number  of  parilhes :  and  moreover,  that 
each  diftrift  receive  its  denomination  from  the 
parilh  containing  the  greateft  number  of  clcftors. 

III.  That  the  eledlion  of  reprefentatives  to  ferve 
in  Parliament  be  held  annually  through  England 
and  Wales,  upon  the  firft  Tuefday  in  July:  that 
the  eledtion  commence  between  the  hours  of  eight 
ahd  eleven,  and  be  finally  clofed  before  flin-fet  of, 
the  famfK  day. 

IV.  That  all  the  male  inhabitants  of  this  coun* 
try  (aliens,  minors,  criminals,  and  infane  perfbns 
excepted)  be  admitted  to  vote  at  the  eledion  of 
reprefentatives,  fuhjeft  only  to  the  forms,  provi- 
fions,  and  regulations  fpecified  in  this  report. 

V.  That  the  number  of  reprefentatives,  re- 
turned  by  the  inhabitants  of  each  cpunty  of  Ei^- 
land  and  Wales,  be  fettled  for  the  term  of  fevcn 
years  next  enfujng,  according  to  the  following 
(thcdulc,  viz* 

That 
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That  the  county  of  Rutland,  and  die  two 
univerfities,  return  each  two  rq>refenf- 

tatives,            —              —            ^—  a—  6 
The  counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Weft- 

moreland,  each  three,          —          —  3—  6 

The  county  of  Bedford  five,      —      —  5—^  5 
Berklhiro,    Cumberland,  Herefordfhire, 

each  fix,             —            —            — •  6—^18 
Bucks,  Cambridgefhire  with  Ely,  Hert- 
fordfhire,    Dorfet,    Nottinghamfhirey 

Oxfordfliirc,  each  fcvcn,       — *        —  ^^^4% 

Leicefterfhirc     —          —            —  8*-*  S 
Suflex,  Warwickftiire,    Worceftcrlhire, 

each  nine,           --r-          —           —  9''**27 
Chefhire,  Cornwall,  Derbyftiiiie,  Nordi* 
amptonfhire,  Salop,  Stafibrdfhire,  each 
ten,              —               -.—              _  10.^^0 
Hampfliire,  Wilts,  each  eleven,           —  1 1— 22 
Gloucefterftiirc  thirteen,          —         — -  13—15 
Effex,  iSurrey  with  Soudiwai?k,[each  fix- 
teen,             — ^              -.^              -—  16— .31 
Lincolnlhire  feventeen,          •**•          —  17— -i  7 
fCent,    Lancafliire,    Somerfet,    SuJSbHc, 

each  eighteen,         —         —         —  i8*-<-7a 
Durham   bifliopric  with    Northumber^ 

land,  Devon,  each  twenty-one,        —  ai — 42 

Norfolk  twenty-two,             —             —  22— -22 

Wales  with  Monmouth,  thirty,           —  30—30 

Middlefex 
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Middlefcx  with  LiOiidon  and  Weftmin- 

ftcr,  f<Kty^fivc,         —         — .        —  45—45 
Yorkfhire  forty- fix,  —  —  46 — 46 


Tptal    513 


VI.  That  an  exadt  roll  be  kept  of  the  male 
inhabitants  competent  to  vote  in  each  pari(h,  con- 
tinued down  to  the  firft  Tuefday  in  June  ^  and 
that  no  pcrfon  be  permitted  to  give  his  fuffrage, 
whofe  name  is  not  found  in  that  roll.  That  this 
roll  be  delivered  in  upon  oath  of  the  clergyman, 
churchwardens,  or  other  officers  of  the  parifli, 
to  the  churchwardens  of  that  parifti  of  the  difr 
trid  where  the  poll  is  taken, 

.  VIL  That  the  flierifF,  together  with  all  the 
juflices  of  the  peace,  mayor,  aldermen,  and  ma- 
giftrates,  form.in  each  county  a  grand  inqucft, 
for  allotting  the  diftrifts  in  due  proportion  to  the 
male  inhabitants  competent  to  vote,  and  for  de- 
nominating the  faine:  and  that  fuch  inqueft  be 
finally  fettled,  and. notice  of  the  allotment  given 
toeach  pariih  comprehended  in  thediftridt,  with- 
in, the  term  of  ten  days  after  the  firil  Tuefday  iq 
June. 

VIII.  That 
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VIII.  That  the  eleftion  of  the  reprefehtatives 
of  the  people  be  made  at  the  principal  town  or 

village  of  the  diftridt. 

IX.  That  the  poll  of  each  diftrid  be  taken  by 
ballot,  under  the  conduft  of  the  churchwardens 
of  the  parifli  in  the  diftrid  where  the  eledion  is 
made. 

X.  The  churchwardens  of  the  diftrid,  at  the 

clofe  of  the  poll,  (hall  declare  the  jiame  of  the 
perfon  elefted,  and  certify  the  fame  to  the  Iheriff, 
in  order  to  its  being  tranfmitted  to  the  clerk  of 
the  crown  in  Chancery, 

XL  That  the  annual  feffions  of  Parliament 
ftall  commence  upon  the  firft  Thurfday  in  No-  j 
vember,  unlefs  fome  extraordinary  event,  or  ur- 
gent national  bulinefs,  fhould  make  it  indifput- 
ably  requiiite  for  the  crown  to  aflemble  it  before 
the  flated  period. 

XII.  That  the  feflion  terminate  upon  the  laft 
day  of  April,  unlefs  the  national  bulinefs  (bould 
be  fooner  difpatched;  the  crown,  neverthelefs, 
having  power  to  prolong  the  feffion  beyond  the 
ftated  period,  if  any  urgent  bulinefs  remain  un- 

finilhed  j 
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iniflied ;  in  which  cafe»  the  Parliament  may  con- 
tiauc  its  fitting  to  the  firft  Tuefday  in  July. 

XIII.  That  all  the  Members  of  the  Commons* 
Houie  of  Parliament,  before  taking  their  feats, 
deckufe  upon  oath.  That  they  do  not  hold  any  of- 
ice  or  emolument  at  the  will  of  the  crown,  or  its 
fervants,  or  any  lord  of  parliament  j  that  they  will 
give  due  attendance  to  bufinefs,  and  aA  with  all 
fidelity  to  the  people  in  the  difchargc  of  their  im- 
portant truft. 

XIV.  Tfaat  all  metnbers  ferving  in  Parliament 
be  intided  to  reafonable  wages,  according  to  the 
wholefome  praftice  of  ancient  times. 

XV.  That  jail  eledion  cou&s  be  finally  decided 
by  jinry  be£on  the  Ju(%es  of  Affize. 

XVI.  Thst  every  perfon  competent  to  give  his 
fuf&age  as  an  eleftor,  be  alfo  efteemed  qualified 
to  be  elefted  to  ferve  his  country  in  Parliament. 

T.  BRAND  HQiJLIS»  Chainziw. 
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TABLE 

OF   THE 

COUNTIES,  CITIES,  and  BOROUGHS, 

O    P 

GREAT  BRITAIN; 

SHEWING  the  Period  at  which  each  City  and  Borough 
firft  fcnt  Members  to  Parliament ;  the  Names  of  thofe 
Places  which  have  loft  that  invaluable  Privilege ;  the  Time 
that  each  of  the  exifting  Boroughs  have  been  deprived  of 
their  exclufive  Rights ; .  ^nd  the  different  Reigns  in  which 
they  have  been  reftored* 

H«  B.  The  Names  printed  in  Italic  are  the  obfolete 
Boroughs. 


Counties,  Citiei,  and  When  firft       When  difcon*     When  reftor* 

Boroughs.  AinuBMied.  tinned  ed. 


^BDFORDSHIRI. 

» 
PwtfiaUe     .       •     r       4  Edw.  II* 

Sedfbrd     -    .    *    -    2^  Pdw.  I, 

Pbrksbirb, 

Newberry     •     •      r    30  Edw.  L      ixEdw.II|* 

Windfor     ....  Ditto               14Edw.ni.      7Edw.IV. 

Reading     ....  13  Bdw.  I. 

WaUingford    -    -   -  Ditto                              ^            „,    ,. 

AUnnfoR     •     -     *  iiEdw.III.    12Edw.ni.    4^5W.5eM. 

•  ^    [    B    ] 
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Cmmttei,  Citiei,  and  When  firft  When  When 

Boroughs.  fummoned.        dKcontuued.  itAorcd. 


BuCXlNCHAMSBlltB. 


Backingham^     -  -  iiEdw.IIL  ixEdw.m.  jSH-VUI* 

Wycomb      -    -  -  liEdw.I.  17Edw.IV.  33H.Vm. 

Ayle(bary      •      -  -       i  Mary 

Agmondefham     -  -  28  Ediv.  I.  2  Edw.  II.  21  James  I. 

Wendover      -     -  -        Ditto  Ditto  Ditto 

Marlow    .    -    -  -        Ditto  Diuo  Ditto 


CAMaiDCBSHZRB. 

Mly 23  Edw.  L      27Edw.irr. 


ClfBSSIltl. 

I  Edw.VI. 

*/  £|UW»AV  • 

33  **•  ' 

Chcftcr     -    -    - 

- 

Ditto 

CoaNWALU 

F9lur$M      -     -     . 

- 

1 1  Edw.  in. 

1 2  Edw.  m. 

Launcefton     -     - 

^ 

23  Edw.  I. 

Lelkard    -    .     - 

» 

Ditto 

1 7  Edw.  IV. 

J  Edw. 

Lcftwithicl     •     - 

. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Truro     -     -     . 

. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Wtto 

Bodmin       -       i> 

_ 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Helfton     .     .     . 

. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Saltafh      -     .     . 

. 

6  Edw.  VI. 

Camelford     .     - 

» 

Ditto 

Wcftlooc    -    -     . 

. 

Ditto 

Grampoand    -     - 

- 

Ditto 

Eaftlooe     ... 

. 

14  Edw.  m. 

^Edw.UI. 

Penryn     -     -    , 

. 

I  Marv 

Tregoncy      -      . 

m 

23  Edw.  I. 

35  Edw.  I. 

r  Eliz. 

Boffincy     ... 

• 

6  Edw.  VI. 

St.  Ives     -     .    . 

• 

4&CP.&M. 
HEdw.IU, 

Fowpy      ... 

» 

HEdw.m. 

i3EIiz. 

6u  Germaios  •    • 

- 

^Eliz, 
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Boronghs. 

fummoaed 

continued.  - 

reftored. 

St.Michad    .    - 

.     6Edw.VL 

Newport     -    -    - 
St.Mawe'8     -     - 

Ditto 
-      5  Kfe. 

Calliogton     -     - 

-    27  Eliz. 

Cumberland. 

E^nrnont    -     •     • 

.    ajEdw.  I. 

t^^n.l. 

Carlille     .     .     . 

Ditto 

ITEdt^.IV. 

33Hen.VIII 

Cockennouth 

Ditto 

24>Edw.I. 

i6CIia.I. 

DSRBTSHI&I. 

Dcrbj     .     .     . 

Ditto 

17  Edw.  IV. 

33Hen.Vin 

Dbvonshire. 

Bradnejbam     -      - 

.      6Edw.II. 

7  Edw.  IT. 

CredUon      -      -     - 

.    3cEdw.  I. 

36  Edw.  I. 

Exmaab      .     •     . 

-    i4Edw.IIl. 

isEdw.m. 

TremtMztm     -      - 

.      6Edw.m. 

7  Edw.  III. 

Liddtford     .     .    - 
Modbun     -     -     • 
Snab  MoMltom     - 

-    28Edw.I. 

30  Edw.  I. 

-    34Edw.I. 

35  Edw.  I. 

-    3oEdw.L 

31  Edw.  I. 

Teignmoutb     -      - 

.     14Edw.nL 

icEdw.m. 

TorringtoM     - 

•    23  Edw.  1. 

+5Edw.lH. 

Exeter     -     -     - 

Ditto 

1 7  Edw.  IV. 

I  Edw.  IV. 

Totncis     -     -    - 

Ditto 

Dino 

Ditto 

Plymouth     -      - 

.    26  Edw.  I. 

7Edw.U. 

20  Hen.  V  J. 

Oakhampton    -    - 
Barnflaple      -      - 

-    28  Edw.  T. 

Ditto 

16  Cha.  I. 

.    23  Edw.  L 

17  Edw.  IV. 

I  Edw.  VI. 

Plyropton      - 

Ditta 

Ditto 

•    Ditto 

Honiton    -     -    - 

.    28  Edw  J. 

4E'lw.II. 

16  Cha.  I. 

Taviftock      -     • 

.    23Edw.L 

17Edw.IV. 
8  Hen.  IV. 

I  Edw.  VI. 

Afliburton     -     • 

.    26  Edw.  I. 

16  Cha.  I. 

Dartmouth     -     - 

Ditto 

1 7  Edw.  IV. 

lEdw.Yl. 

Berealibn      -     - 

.    27  Eliz. 

Tiverton  •  •    •    • 

.    iSjamnL 

SOi  lb* 

Diaitizec 

ibvGooQie 

(    40 


Counties,  Cities,  ud 


DORSBTSHIEE. 

Blanifird    - 
Winbom 
Shirborm     - 
Milton 
Bert  Reps 


Poole     -    -    -. 
Dorcheftcr 
l^me  Regis     • 
Wcvmoutn    - 
Melcomb  Regis 
Bridport     *    - 
Shaftfbury     - 
Warcham    -    - 
Corfc  CafUe    - 


WhepfiriL 
fummooed. 


Whtt 

*difcontiniied» 


^3  £dw,  I,      22  Edw«  nL 

iiEdw.m.  liEdw.m, 


t4Ed«r.IIl. 
23  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 
izEdw.U, 
33  Edw.  I. 
21  Edw,  III; 
23  Edw.  I. 
30  Edw,  L 
i4£liz. 


reftored, 


42  Edw.  in.    3iHen.VI^ 
T7Edw.IV..  lEdw.VL 
Ditto  Ditto 


Durham  County. 
City  of  Durham  -  <v 


3iCha.II« 
Ditto 


Essex. 

Chelmsford 

Maiden     - 

Harwich 

Colchefler 


*  -^  iiEdw.lIL    12  Edw.  III. 

*  -      2Edw.III. 

-  -  17  Edw.  m.    1 8  Edw.  III.    Mjamfsl^ 

-  »  23  Edw.  I. 


Glovcestbrshire, 

Gloncefler     -    .    - 

Cirenceiler    -    -    - 
TewkeAury    i.      « 


Ditto 
13  Eliz. 
7  James  h 


HsrMMIilRB. 

Alrufori 

Alton 

Bafingnoke 


23  Edw.  I.      35  Edw.  I. 
Ditto  4  Edw,  II, 

Ditto  Ditto 
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r     Canmiofc,  Cities,  mi 

Whcnfirft 

Wh«n 

VThen 

Boreughs. 

fummoncd* 

difcontinued. 

reftored. 

Fareham 

.    34Edw.I. 

36  Edw.  L 

Odibam      -       * 

.    28£dw.I. 

Ditto 

O'Virton        -      - 

«    23  Edw.  L 

2  Edw.  II. 

Winchcfter    -     * 

•    Ditto 

Soathamptoa 

.    Ditto 

Portfinottth    -     - 

-    Ditto 

Yarmoudi    -     « . 

•    Ditto 

24  Edw.  I. 

27  Elis. 

Newport    -    -    - 

-    23  Edw.  I; 

24  Edw.  I. 

23EI1S. 

New  Town    -    - 

-    27  Elia. 

Pctcrsficld    -     - 

.    35  Edw.  I. 

36  Edw.  I. 

I  Edw.  VI.] 

Stockbridge    -    - 

I  Eliz* 

Chriftchurch    -    - 

.    13  Eliz. 

Lymington    -    - 

.    27  Elk. 

Whitchurch      - 

-    Ditto 

AodoTcr      - 

-    23  Edw.  I. 

sEdw.IL 

27EH9. 

Hbrbfoadshirs. 

Bromyard   -    —    - 

.    33  Edw.  I. 

54Sdw.L 

htdhvry       - 

-    23  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

Rofi       .... 

.     33  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

Hereford    ... 

.    23  Edw,  !• 

Leonunfter    *    -- 

-    Ditto 

Wcobly      .    -    - 

-    Ditto 

I  Edw.  II. 

15  Char.  I; 

Hertpordshiiib. 

Berkbam^ead       • 

.    iiEdw.IIL 

15  Edw.III. 

Starteford     -     - 

-      4  Edw.  II. 

Ditto- 

St.  Albans     -    - 

-    35  Edw,  I. 

6£dw.m. 

I  Edw.  VI. 

Hertford     -    -    • 

.    23  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 

sijumh 

HuMTINGDOHrBIKB. 

Hontingdon    *    •    -    -    23  Ed^.  !• 
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When 


Kbnt. 

Tunbridgi 

Canterbury     • 
JR^>chefter    - 
Maidftonc 
Qgeenborough 


4&5Ph.&M.      6Ph.&M. 
23  £dw«  !•      24  Edw.  I. 


Ditto 

Ditto 
Edw.  VI. 
13.  Eliz. 


Q^Mary. 


2  Eliz. 


LAMCASHiaS. 

Manchtftir 

Laacafter    - 
Newtown 
Wigan    -     - 
Clidieroe     • 
Liverpool 
Prefton      - 


Commonw. 

23  Edw.  L 

I  Eliz. 
23  Edw.  I. 

iEUb. 
23  Edw.  I. 
Ditto 


SEdwJII.  1  Edw.  YE- 

36  Edw.  I.  Ditto 

35  Edw.  I.  Ditto 

2  Edw.  U.  Ditto 


LEICBSTB&SHiaE. 

Leicefter     -    - 


iiEdw.m,    i2Edw.IIL 
23  Edw.  I. 


LlNCOLMSHIlLE« 

'  Spildiug     •     - 
WajnJUet    -     a 

Lincoln     •     - 
Bofton     -    - 
Grimlby     -    - 
Stamford    -    - 
Ocantham     • 


II  Edw.  III.  1 2  Edw.  in. 

Ditto  Ditto 

40  Hen.  IIL 

iiEdw.IIL  27Edw.IIL      I  Edw.  VI. 

23  Edw.  L 

Ditto  IiEdw.IIL        Ditto 
2Edw.IV. 


MiDDLBSBX. 

London 
Weftiiunficr 


40  Hen.  nL 
lEdw.VL 
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MONMOVTHSHI&B. 

MonmoQth     -     •    •  .  Hen* VIII 

KoiLF«LK  County* 

Norwich    .    -    -  -  ajEdw.L 

Lynn  Regis     -    -    -  Ditto 

YarmouA     -     -      -  K"° 

Thctfoid    -    -    -    -  lEdw.VL 

CaftlcRifing    -    -    -  5  P.  &  M. 

NO&THAMPTONSHI&B* 

Peterborough      -     -  i  Edw.VI. 

Northampton     -      -  23  Edw.  I. 

Bracklcy    ...    -  '  ^-YI* 

Highaur  Ferrers    -    -  i&jr.&M* 

NoftTHUMBE&LAND. 

Bamterg     .    -    -    -  23EAW.I.       H^w.I, 


Coririgg 


Ditto  Ditto 


NewcafUe 

Moipcth    -     ...      1  Q^Marj 

Ben^     .     -    -    .      Hen. VIII, 


NOTTINCHAMSHI&B. 

Nottingham 

Eaft  Retford    -    .   -  9Edw.IL     ioEdw«II*     13  Eliz« 

Ka«ik    .     -     -    .  29Cha.IL 

OZFO&DSHI&I* 

Piaford    ....  34  Edw.  L      35  Edw.  L 

Cbiffing  Norton    -    -  28  Edw.  I.      34  Edw.  L 

Doddington     -    -      .  30  Edw.  L  Ditto 

iFUtnej    ....  33 Edw. L        jEdw.ni; 
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Boroughs. 


Oxfod  Univeffity 
City       - 


Woodftock 
Banbuiy     -    ^ 


When  irft  When  AiL  Whtm 

fumflKMtd.  cominued.  ycftored. 


lames  L 
23  Edw.  L 
30  Idw,  I« 
t  Mary 


34Edw.I^       tQiMaajr 


RvTLARD8HIftB» 


Salop  CovntIt* 

Shtewfbury    - 
IridgQorth    - 
Ludlow     -     • 
Wcnlock    -    - 
Bifliop's  CafU: 


SoMK&SETSHtlLB* 

Oxiridg$    -    - 
Chord    .    .    . 
Dwifiir    -     - 
ClijleuBury    « 
Langport     -    « 
Mofitacuti     • 
Stoki  Curcy    - 
Watchet     •     - 

^IT#       -      -      - 


Briftol     -     - 
Bath    •    **     - 
WcUs    -     - 
Tauntoa    - 
Bridgcwatcr 
MinSiead     - 
Ikheftcr     - 


Ditto 
12Edw.IV* 

Efitto 
ijEliz* 

..  .^    -J 


23  Edw.  !♦ 
28  Edw.  I. 

34.  Edw.  m. 
i2Edw.in. 

Sz  Edw.  I. 

Ditto 
34  Edw.  m. 
30  Edwi  I. 
34  Edw.  I. 

23  Edw*  I. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

I  Ells. 

23  Edw«.L 


i-jEdw.nt* 
3Edw.]IL 
3rEdw.m« 
13Edw.nL 
36  Edw,  I^ 

34  Edw.  L 

35  Edw.  III4 
31  Edw.  L 
36£dw.l4 


MilbomcPprt     -     -    26Edw.I# 


i2Edw.III. 
13  Edw.  IV, 
35  Edw.  L 


t2EdiK.iV* 

iSjacI. 

i^CbfuL 


STAFFOttDSHlRE^ 

Litchfield     •     • 


a    33£d^<&     27£dWrIIL       EAr.VL 
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fummoned. 


dtfcontinued. 


leftored. 


StafFord    - 
Newcaille  - 
Tami^orrii  - 


-  23  Edw*  I* 

-  27Edw.  Iir, 
«      5  Efi^. 


Suffolk  Covnty. 

Ipfwich     -  -  . 

Danwich  -  -  - 

Orford  -    -  -  - 

Aldborough  •  - 

Sudbury     .  .  - 

Eyre    -     -  .  - 
St.  Edmondibory  - 


23  Edw«  I* 
Do. 
Do. 
13  Eliz. 
I  Eliz. 
13  Eliz. 
4  J»^- 1^ 


I  Edw,  II, .  sfam  vn. 


SUR&BT  COVNTT, 

FamlfMm  -    -    •      . 
King  ft  on  ufw  Usams  - 

Soutkwark 
Bletchingliey  -    - 

Rygatc-    .    .    .  . 

GuUfoid  .     .    .  . 

Gatton-    .    .    .  . 

Haflemere*    -    <r  . 


4Edw.II.     38Hea.VX, 
Dot  47Edw,mt 


23  Bdw^  I. . 

Do.  . 

Do. 
29Hen.VIt 

27  EIUQ* 


SUISBX  COVNTT* 

Ohicncfter  *  -• 
Horiham  -  - 
Medhuril  -  - 
Lewes  -  -  - 
New  Shoieham 
Bramher  •  • 
Steyainff  -  - 
^EaftGrmftead 
Anindcl    *     '- 


23  Edw.  I, 

Do. 
4  Edw.  II, 
23  Edw.  I, 

DOt 

r  Do. 

4  Edw.  II. 
I  Edw.  II. 
23  Edw.  I» 


Edw.  II. 
Do. 


31  Hen.  VI* 
Do. 
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Wfaes 

Wbm 
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rcllored. 

.Warwicksbihb* 

-      - 

Coventry   -    .    -    - 

23  Edw.  L 

.  28  Edw.  L 

sEdw.n. 

25Edw.IlI. 

31HCIUVL 

Warwick  -    -    -.   - 

Do. 

.WlSTMORBLAND* 

- 

Appleby . 

Do. 

.WXLTSRIRI.^ 

BfiJM   .... 

Do. 

24  Edw.  I. 

MiTi 

Do. 

I  Edw.  II. 

mgbmrtb  -    -    -     - 

26  Edw.  I. 

27  Edw.  IV. 

Salilbaiy  -    -     -    • 

23  Edw.  I. 

- 

Wilton 

Do. 

Downton   -    •    -    . 

Do. 

38Edw.ni. 

I  Hen.V. 

2  Hen.  V. 

2pHeo.VI. 

Hindoa      .... 

27  Hen- VI. 

Heytefboiy     .    -    - 

Do. 

Wcftbnry    ...    - 

Do. 

Calnc 

23  Edw.  I. 

I  Edw.  n. 

34  Edw.  n. 

- 

36  Edw.  III. 

2Ric.n. 

jDevizes      .... 

Do. 

20  Edw.  n. 

4Edw.m. 

Chippenham   .    -    - 

Do. 

2  Edw.  II. 

^Do. 

2  Ric.  n. 

12  Hen.  VI. 

Malmefbury    ... 

Do. 

Ciicklade        .    -    - 

Do. 

1  Edw.  11. 

20  Edw.  If. 

21  Edw.  U. 

Edw.m. 

Ric.  II. 

I  Hen.  IV. 

oHcn.V. 

Hen.  VI. 

Great  Bedwb       .    . 

Do. 

8  Edw.  II. 

36  £dw.in. 

37Edw.III, 

7RicIL 

10  Ric.  n. 

I  Hen.  IV. 

2  Hen.  IV. 

9Heo.V. 

LnggerihaU     .    •    . 

23  Edw.  I. 

4  Edw.  n. 

-  lEdw.IIL 

4Edw.III. 

9  Ric.  U. 

10  Ric.  II. 

9Hcn.V. 

Old  Sanim      -    -    - 

Do. 

24  Edw.  I. 

34£dw.IIL 

Wotton  Baflct      -      . 

25  Hen.  VI. 

Marlborough  ... 

23  Edw.  I. 
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WO&CESTE&SHI&E. 

Srom/grovi      -  - 

DuMey        -     .  - 

Kiddirnunltir  -  - 

Ferflmt      -     -  - 

Worccftcr  -  - 
I>roitwicii  -  - 
£veiham  •  * 
Bewdley    ... 


When  firft  When 

iiimmofled.       difrontinued* 


tcftored. 


23  Edw«  I 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Bo. 
Do. 
Do. 
Jac.  L 


24  Edw.  L 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


5  Edw.  II. 
24  Edw.  L 


Yorkshire. 

Dmcafier    ....  23  Edw.  I. 

JimiaU      -     -    -     -  Dd. 

Pickering    -     -     -     -  Do. 

Jtavtnfer    ....  33  Edw.  I. 

Sr>ii&«//       ....  23  Edw.  L 

Hallifax     ....  Comxnonw. 

^i&f/^f       ....  Do. 

Z#«^    ....    -  Do. 

York    .....  Do. 

Hull     .....  33  Edw.  L 

Knarefborough      .    ^  i  Mary 

Scarborough         -    .  23  Edw.  I. 

RippoQ      ....  Do. 

Heydon      ....  "Do* 

Boroughbridge     .    .  i  Mary 

iUdboixnigh    ...  5Ph.  &M. 

Malton      ....  23  Edw.  I. 

Thirik       ....  Do. 

Beverley    ....  Do. 

Northailerton       .    •  26  Edw.  I. 

Pontefraa      ...  23  Edw.  I. 

Richmond      •    «    •  27  Eliz. 


24  Edw.  I. 

Do 

Do. 
12  Edw.  in. 
24  Edw.  I. 


34  Edw.  I.  i2Edw.  Il' 

24  Edw.  I.  I  Edw.  TL 

^Edw.  U.  Edw.VL 

24  Edw.  I.  1  Edw.  VI- 


27  Edw.  I. 
24  Edw.  I. 

I  Edw.  11. 
27  Edw.  I. 
Do. 


Cha.IL 

J  Edw.VL 
c  Eliz. 
Cha.n. 
19  Jac  L 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(48.) 

fSoufttief,  Citiei^t&cl  When  iirft  When  WI«b 

Borooght.  fummoned*       difcontinucd*  x^ored. 


C  I  N  QJ3  E    P  0  R  t  S. 

Hafiiogs    .....  43Edw.III« 

Dover        .     -    :.    .  Da, 

Sandwich        ...  Dou  $o  Edw.  I. 

Hythc       ....         Do,  j6  Edw.  If, 

Hew  Romney       .    .         Do.  99  Edw.  II, 

•     Rye 43  Edw.  III.  i8Ric.II. 

Wincfcchelfca  .    .    .         Do.  ^  ao  Ric  D. 

^aford      ....    26  Edw.  I,      27  Edw,  I,  i  Hcn,IY, 

31  Edw.  I.  ,6Cv.L 
17  Edw.  II. 

20  Edw.  n. 

19  Ric.  II. 
21  Ric  II. 
2  Hen.  IV, 

C^/ »«  Fr4W?»,  -    ,    ?7Hen.  yil|      3  Ph.  &  M, 

WALES.  ^ 

Twelve  Counties    ->     ^„tt^«  vrn 
Twelve  Boroughs  -S     »7HeB.YI^ 

SCOTLAND. 

Thirty  Comities     -  >       ^  .^^ 
FUteenBorottgki   .$       ^^^^^ 

By  die  above  Table  it  appears  that  SEVENTY-ONE  boraiigiis^ 
I  fxclu^ve  of  Qalais  in  France,  which  formerly  fent  members  to  parfia- 
menty  are  now  disfranchifed;  and  that  boroughs  have  been  created  and 
annihilated,  from  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  to  that  of  Charles  II.  at  tk« 
whim  of  each  fuccefilve  monarch.  We  may  here  be  allowed  to  afk 
the  enemies  of  reform,  whether  the  confHtution  would  recdve  a. 
greater  injury  from  the  disfranchifement  of  Old  Saroa,  Gatcon, 
Caftle  Riiin^,  or  Midhurll,  than  it  has  at  prefent  fuilained  from  the 
difqualification  of  Leeds  or  Mancheller.  It  furely  becomes  neceflary 
toabolifh  the  exifiing  rotten  boroughs,  or,  according  to  the  argument 
of  our  opponents,  to  make  the  conftitution  complete*  by  reftonng  th« 
feventy-one  which  have  been  difcontinued. 
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